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In 1932 Cat Spring celebrated its centennial anniversary and the State of Texas erec
ted this granite monument. Although it has e1Tors (s at the end of the town name, and
placing the Amsler and Klebergfamilies there two or three years before they arrived),
it is a very handsome marker.
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The title, Amslers of Austin's Colony, is not intended to imply that the Amslers

were among Stephen F. Austin's Old Three Hundred, but that they settled within the
geographical boundaries of his colony. These were described in Davis and Grobe's
New Encyclopedia of Texas as beginning on the San Jacinto River, ten leagues from
the coast, up the river to its source and thence in a line to the Nacogdoches-San
Antonio road, this road being the northern boundary; the western boundary was the
Lavaca River and a line from its source to the above named road.

According to The Handbook of Texas (Vol. II p. 184), "The law provided for settle
ment by the local governments of immigrants not introduced by empresarios." Title
to Charles Conrad Amsler's headright was issued by the Board of Land Commis
sioners for the County of Austin on 1 March 1838.

The fourth class Land Certificate granted by the Republic of Texas to Marcus
Amsler was signed by Edwin Waller, Chief Justice and Ex Officio President of the
Board of Land Commissioners for Austin County in 1845.



~edication

This volume is affectionately dedicated to the memory of

BARBARA (SCHAFFNER) AMSLER

whose strength of mind, spirit, and courage enabled her to encounter danger with
firmness and personal bravery.

I send my love unto my dead, and they ....
They know 'tis sent, that I have not forgot;
For often, when I am alone, I feel
Their love return - and oh, no words can say
That peace that comes to me.

(Thanks to an unknown poet)

May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace,
and may light perpetual shine upon them.
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Foreword

Each man's life is but a moment in History.

-Will and Ariel Durant

This is your Amsler Texas family, mak
ing all of you members of a "First Family
of Texas." This history was compiled with
the desire to preserve the records of Amsler
forefathers for their descendants.

Many sources were tapped in the pro
cess: letters from and interviews with fami
ly members, family notes and records, Bi
bles, newspaper clippings, Vital Statistics
records, inscriptions on grave markers, and
available publications.

In a work of this character there are in
variably some omissions and discrepancies,
for human memory is not infallible. Your
indulgence is asked when inaccuracies are
found-we tried very hard to avoid them.
Of those who were contacted for informa
tion, some replied freely but some respond
ed only briefly, for various reasons, and no
data at all could be obtained about some
branches of the family.

I am sure that I speak for all the family
and other readers when I express gratitude
and appreciation to those who have coop
erated and contributed to the accuracy of
this record.

To the redactor (one who puts material
in shape for publication), Mrs. Helen H.
Rugeley of Austin, Texas, I especially want
to extend my appreciation for her untiring
efforts, for putting all of this history

xiii

together was a mammoth job. So to her I
say "Well done!" and sincere thanks.

Although I am only an Amsler "in-law,"
after over five years of delving into the
history of the family I feel a kinship, an
almost personal acquaintance with these
ancestors. It has been an enjoyable project,
a fascinating and rewarding way of spend
ing my time and energy. I hope it will pro
vide valuable insight into the daily lives of
a well-to-do, land-owning family in 19th
Century Texas.

FIRSTS IN TEXAS

I would like to share with you some of
the facts which I have collected about the
Amsler families, the first who came to
Texas as early settlers. I have gathered in
formation far beyond my expectations. No
doubt more could be learned, but time
demands that the project be closed down. I
owe my thanks to all who have so willing
ly helped me in the search.

Let us bring to life these pioneers who
are gone, but not forgotten. This large
family has contributed its share to history,
not only that of the small town in Swit
zerland whence they came, but also that of
Texas where they settled.



FORE'VORD

These brave people came in very mall
ships and were able to bring few posses
sions with them. The journey was long and
perilous, but it meant political and eco
nomic security and freedoTI1 in the end.
They \Jvere willing to set sail for an un
known country, far fron1 their families, to
obta in these cherished principles. They
faced a strange, rough life, but they were
people of sturdy build and character, with
energy and determination, and because- of
this they could and would succeed. Most of
the men were well educated and had a
trade. Th y were eager to learn about
agriculture and to obtain land to farm and
call their own.

A log cabin, built with their own hand,
was the usual first home in Texas. They
plowed their land, raised cattle, hogs, and
chickens. Their furniture was hand made
-they sat on wooden stools without back
and slept in beds which had ropes used for
springs. They shared with friends their
time, efforts, knowledge" and respect, so
that everyone could grow in stature. Let us
reflect on the fierce loyalty these people
felt to\vard each other, and the love they
shared for T xas-their new hon1e.

In 1834 Karl Konrad (angl icized to
Charles Conrad) Amsler arrived at the n w
community of Cat Spring in Austin Coun
ty, a few ll1iles southwest of the present
county seat, Bellville. The rolling coun
tryside in southeast Texas made it easy to
start farn1ing, with plenty of water avail
able. The tradition is that the town was so
named because a Mexican puma (wildcat)
was killed near the large spring. It was
first called Wildcat Spring, then Cat
Spring (Katzenquelle).

In its heyday, Cat Spring had a gin, saw
mill, grist. mill, planing mill, and an inn
which entertained such noble guests as
Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels, John von
Meusebach, and Henri Castro, who rested
there on their journeys from Harrisburg to
New Braunfels and Fredericksburg. Other
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establishn1ents included a saddle shop, a
shoe shop, a school, and a church. The
First Evangelical Church, Lutheran, was
organized by the Reverend Louis Cochand
Ervendberg. .A.mong his parishioners were
the Amslers, von Roeders, Klebergs, Dann
kers, and Stoeltges.

Cat Spring celebrated its centennial an
niversary in 1932, but only a few of its
original buildings remained. The lovely lit
tle church is a landmark to guide one
around the town which contains an inter
esting Agricultural Hall (a huge white
octagon-shaped building) and a Centennial
Monun1ent. In 1938 I visited the place
with my husband, Hervey Meyer Amsler,
his aunt, Mollie (Am ler) Ahrenbeck, and
her husband Theodore. Uncle John Amsler
\vas there to enjoy the political oratory
and barbecue, and took us to see the mon
ument, a drawing of which appears as the
frontispiece of this book. Carved on that
handsome stone are the names of the
founding fathers of Cat Spring, and Amsler
is first!

The first home built by the Charles Con
rad Amslers was a log cabin, but after the
Texas Revolution they erected a more sub
stantial house a few miles from Cat Spring.
Surrounded by a shady plot of large trees,
the house was on a foundation of large
cypress blocks that felt and looked as if
they had turned to stone.

When we went to see the house, the
family living there were friendly and
hospitable to us, and as we went up about
twelve steps to the large wooden double
doors, I felt the warm welcon1e that tradi
tionally pervaded the home of Charles and
Mary (Lowenberger, anglicized from Anna
Maria Leuenberger) Amsler.

As we walked into the front hall, we
were shown the unusual iron hardware on
the b~autiful doors. Aunt Mollie remem
bered that the locks had been made by
Charles Conrad, her grandfather, who was
a master locksmith. He had learned the
trade while he, a flaxen-haired boy, had
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Jewel and Arthur Wammel anq Amanda Amsler' were informed by a neighbor and
the Postmaster that this was the Charles C. Amsler home. It was moved to its present
location in Cat Spring and lowered.

been apprenticed in Switzerland. I longed
to place the sturdy yet ornamental locks in
the home we were building in Houston,
and offered a high price for them, but the
owners refused to undergo the inconve
nience of removing and replacing the old
locks.

The comfortable living room and dining
room gave me the feeling that many
prayers had been offered in them-for the
safety of the boys who went away to war,
thanksgiving for their safe' return, and dai-
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ly thanks for the good, substantial food
which they had raised and prepared. So
much of this hardy, daring, loyal, persever
ing family' ha'd' gone into the creation of
this home that I determined to begin to
gather information about these people in
order to transmit it to generations to come.
You Amsler descendants have a heritage of
which you may justly be proud, for your
ancestors gave you a firm foundation in
our beloved Texas soil.

AMANDA (HOWZE) AMSLER
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In Switzerland

This branch of the Amsler family has been
traced back to 16th Century Switzerland 
specifically, the town of Schinznach in what
is referred to as "the German-speaking Can
ton of Aargau." Mr. Walter Angst, * our con
sultant on Swiss subjects in this book, says:
"Strictly speaking, it is not German that is
used for conversing in Switzerland, but
Alemannic, in a variety of many dialects,
although most publications are in High
German (and French, Italian and Rhaeto
Romanch, depending on the region), and we
normally write and read German."

Lying in North Switzerland, this 548
square-mile canton comprises the lower
course of the River Aare from which it gets
its name. The fertile valleys and pleasantly
wooded hills of Aargau make up the north
eastern section of the Swiss plateau which

*Since Walter Angst was born and educated in Switzer
land, we are fortunate to have had the benefit of his ad
vice on Swiss as well as heraldic matters in this book.
For forty years Mr. Angst has been a respeded scholar
of heraldry, working in a dozen languages, teaching
classes, writing many authoritative articles, and lectur
ing on radio and television. He is an eminent authority
on ancient coats of arms as well as a recognized de
signer and painter of new ones.

Mr. Angst is a conservator at the Conservation-Analy
tical Laboratory located in the Museum of History and
Technology of the Smithsonian Institution, where he has
instructed Smithsonian Associates in heraldry and vex
illology (study of the design and significance of flags).
He is preparing a book on the heraldry of Switzerland
for which he has made over 400 drawings.

Readers who would like to consult him about design
ing and painting authentic coats of arms may address
him at 2602 Evans Drive, Silver Spring, Maryland
20902.

occupies the trough between the j\lps and
the Jura.

The capital of Canton Aargau is Aarau,
only a few miles southwest of Schinznach, as
may be seen on the back end paper of this
book. Schinznach was first documented in
1189 as "Schincennacho." Nearby are some
mineral springs which became famous as
thermal baths (Schinznach-Bad). The resort
town was united with the older town in
1938. See Supplement "Recollections" for a
description of life in Schinznach in "the
olden days."

The shield of the original town is shown
here. According to L 'Armorial de la Suisse,
15eme facsicule edition: Cafe Hag S.A.
Feldmeilen - Zurich, no. 1235, the blazon is:
"In Blau ein nach links gekehrter gebildeter
goldener Halbmond, links begleitet von drei
silbernen Sternen." The English translation
is: "Azure, a clecrescent formed Or, ac
costed dexter by three mullets of five in
pale argent."

In everyday language, the field is blue, the
crescent moon gold and the stars silver. This
moon is "formed" (depicted with a human
face), and turned around from the normal
position (decrescent). The five-pointed stars
are unusual for Switzerland, where six
pointed stars prevail; their arrangement "in
pale" (perpendicular) has been modified to a
slightly curved line for grace of design.

The arms of Canton Aargau also bear
three stars. The moon and stars are frequent
ly used charges in Swiss heraldry, probably
because they can be observed quite clearly
from almost any place. The crescent moon is
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said to signify "one who has been enlight
ened and honored by the gracious aspect of
his sovereign" (in the case of Schinznach,
this would be the Canton of Aargau). It is
also borne as the symbol of a "hope of
greater glory." In ancient times, the moon
was an object of adoration. The mullet is
supposed to represent a falling star and to
denote some divine quality bestowed from
above, whereby men shine in virtue, learn
ing and works of piety like bright stars on
the earth, wrote Mr. Angst.

From the 1938 edition of Encyclopaedia
Britannica we learn that in 1415 the Aargau
region which had been the center of the
Habsburg sphere of influence was taken
from them by the Swiss Confederates. Berne
retained the southwest portion, but some dis
tricts, called the "Freie Aemter" or "free
bailiwicks," with the county of Baden, were
ruled as "subject lands" by the Confed
erates. The Bernese part became, in 1798,
the Canton of Aargau of the Helvetic Repub
lic, and the rest became the Canton of
Baden. In 1803, the two parts were united,
and the enlarged Canton Aargau was ad
mitted to the reconstituted Confederation as
a full member.

* * * * * * * * *

The Amsler brothers and sisters who mi
grated from Switzerland to Texas, the
"Firsts in Texas" who are the subjects of this
book, were born in the early 1800s, tradi
tionally "in the shadow of the ruins of the
Castle of Hapsburg," the birthplace of the
Austrian House of Hapsburg, a ruling family
in Europe for almost 800 years. The power
held by this family fluctuated over the cen
turies; it is inaccurate to say that they "ruled
E~rope" for eight hundred years.

The World Book Encyclopedia of 1938
explains "Hapsburg" as a contraction of
Habichtsburg, meaning hawk's castle. The
castle, whose ruins are still visible high
above the bank of the Aare in the Canton of
Aargau, was built in the 11 th Century by
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Werner, Bishop of Strassburg. His nephew,
Werner I, was the first Count of Hapsburg,
but the real founder of the imperial house
was Albert III.

It seems appropriate to interpret here the
phrase "the fastness of the hawk." The sec
ond definition of the word "fastness" is "a
fortified place or secure retreat; a strong
hold; a castle" - hence, the hawk's fastness.
It appears that another definition of "fast
ness" (swiftness or speed) has been assumed
by some, and the phrase used as a "motto"
under an Amsler coat of arms. An Amsel is
a far cry from a hawk, and the hawk's fast
ness (eyrie or speed) applies to the name
Hapsburg, not Amsler.

There is a tradition that the Amsler family
is descended from William Tell, that boldly
independent hero of Switzerland, but pres
ent-day historians consider him a legendary
character. His name typifies the spirit of in
dependence that has been characteristic of
the Swiss people ever since Tell is said to
have defied the Austrian bailiff. In 1315 a
confederation of Swiss cantons defeated the
Austrians at Morgarten, and in 1415 the ter
ritory of Aargau was wrested from Austrian
rule, so none of the Amslers who have been
identified in Schinznach as far back as 1560
were personally subjected to Austrian tyr
anny. But the Amsler family may be said to
descend from William Tell in spirit if not in
blood.

It is indicative of the persistence of the tra
dition that a son born in 1880 was named
William Tell Amsler although we have no
record of early ancestors named Wilhelm.

From a version of the William Tell legend
written by Mrs. E. C. Winkel Sr. (nee Annie
Walther), and from The World Book Ency
clopedia were gleaned the following para
graphs. "Many of the romantic stories about
these times that have been handed down
through the centuries are now considered
untrue, but they are so firmly embedded in
the country's story that we still love them,"
wrote Mrs. Winkel.



Legend of William Tell

The Romantic Legend of William Tell, Who
Shot the Apple from His Son's Head

The Swiss fought for their independence
for about three hundred years, the first ma
jor blow being struck when the Confedera
tion defeated the Austrians at the Battle of
Morgarten in 1315.

In 1291, the league of the three Forest
Cantons (Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwalden)
had been formed to oppose the Austrian
rulers, the powerful Hapsburg dynasty.
Schwyz being the most prominent canton in
the early wars for independence, its name
was ultimately given to the whole country.
These men were descendants of the free
dom-loving Alemanni who had occupied the
area during the German invasions after the
Romans had conquered it and later de
parted.

Three patriots who had suffered greatly
from the Hapsburgs met one night and
vowed to break free from their oppressors.
Friends joined them until the little band
numbered thirty-three. Employing a gesture
used in Switzerland and other European
countries, these men raised their "oath
fingers" toward Heaven. Thus used, the
thumb and first two fingers of the right hand
symbolize the Holy Trinity, which is in
voked in this solemn oath. In this way they
made the covenant "One for all and all for
one." The "Three Men of the Ruetli!Riitli"
(meaning the secret meadow in the forest)
have long been national heroes of the Swiss
(see Supplement "Miscellaneous" for an il
lustration of this scene on the benefit cer
tificate of North American Schweizer Bund).
The chalet at RUtli and the Wilhelm Tell
Chapel across the lake, as well as the chapel

RUTLI
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at the "Hole Gasse" where Tell is said to
have shot Gessler, were erected as national
shrines with money raised by Swiss school
children.

William Tell was reputed to be the best
crossbowman in Switzerland and the most
skilled handler of a boat on a stormswept
lake in Uri. One day in 1307 Tell appeared
at Altdorf to sell deerskins and buy warm
winter cloth for his family. He found that
the bailiff or local ruler, Gessler, had set a
cap up on a pole and ordered all Swiss to
bow to it.

When Wilhelm Tell refused to humble
himself to this symbol of Austrian authority,
he was seized by soldiers and told that he
would be put to death unless he could shoot
an apple from the head of his little son. His
anxiety can well be imagined.

While Tell's son was being tied to a tree,
despite the large crowd a deep silence pre
vailed - the brave man was praying. At last
the arrow was shot forward and buried its
head in the tree, the apple falling in equal
parts on either side of the boy.

Amidst the jubilation, Wilhelm Tell was
asked by Gessler why he hid an arrow in his
shirt. He incautiously revealed that the sec
ond arrow was intended for the heart of the
tyrant, had the first killed the young boy.
When the ruler heard this, Tell was con
demned to spend the rest of his life in the
dungeon of the governor's castle. Conse
quently, the soldiers seized William Tell
again and rushed him to the quay where the
governor's small ship was moored.

As the vessel was crossing the arm of Lake
Lucerne that lies in the Canton of Uri, a wild
storm arose and the boat seemed about to
capsize, for the Austrians could not control
it. Since Wilhelm Tell was known to be the
best sailor in that part of the world, Gessler
ordered that he be loosed and directed to
save them all. So Tell took the helm and
righted the little ship, presently taking her
close to a rock that jutted into the water.
Suddenly he sprang upon the rock, scaled
the cliff, and made his way across the moun-
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tains to a spot where Gessler would have to
pass if he did not drown.

"Here Tell lay concealed among the
bushes with an arrow fitted to his crossbow
string, his heart set on delivering Switz
erland from the tyrant. Presently there came
to him the sound of tramping feet. As the
soldiers went by, Tell let fly the arrow and
Gessler dropped dead. Without their leader
the soldiers became confused and fled. Thus
William Tell inspired the rising of the Swiss
people which led to the overthrow of the
Austrians and made Switzerland a free coun
try. "

* * * * *

"On July 12, 1972, relatives in Ober Ent
felden took us to see the William Tell Chapel
on the Lake of Lucerne. The chapel is red in
color and simple in furnishings - few seats.
A room to the side had murals [... showing
Tell jumping from the boat to the rocks].
The chapel is built right on the water's
edge," commented Mrs. Winkel. The road
leading to the chapel is about 2,000 feet
above, with gift shop and parking area. It is
a steep walk between green shrubs and
blooming flowers, with a fine view.

In 1925 Annie (Walther) Winkel visited
Seelisberg mountain and lake. She and two
cousins (Frieda and Hanna Walther) went
up on a cable car, then walked down a very
steep path to the Ruetli where they spent a
few hours. Then they caught a boat at the
water's edge, and went back to Lucerne.

It was on this visit that Annie was priv
ileged to attend the annual performance of a
William Tell play in the neighboring town
of Oberentfelden, Canton Aargau.

In correspondence pertaining to the com
piling of this book, some interesting com
ments were made by Mr. Walter Angst. Con
cerning traditions that have been handed
down so long that they have become fuzzy,
he writes:'

It is of course established fact that Tell is a
fiction. (The fable is not even of Swiss origin,
but comes from Denmark!) Any genealogy
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Notes on Swiss Hist01'Y from Our Consultant, Walter Angst

claiming descent from good old Wilhelm is a
priori suspect.

Considering Texas distances, I suppose one
could claim that Schinznach is in the shad
ow of the Hapsburg [castle]. In reality, there are
two villages in between.

By the time the Aargau was conquered,
the House of Hapsburg had been decimated
in its power over land and people in Switz
erland: the Confederates had defeated the
Dukes of Austria at every encounter. Mor
garten was but the beginning, albeit very im
portant, being the first time that ordinary
peasants utterly defeated mounted knights,
comparable to defeating modern tanks with
infantry without bazookas.

Austria was beaten back time and again
after that, notably at Sempach in 1386,
where Arnold von Winkelried saved the day
with his sacrifice and established the princi
ple of what much later evolved into "Social
Security." At Ntifels in 1388, Vogelinseck in
1403, and Stoss in 1405, a handful of moun
tain farmers utterly destroyed large, over
confident Austrian equestrian armies. The
Bernese, with the help of the allied Con
federates, won an imposing victory at Lau
pen in 1339 over an overwhelming coalition
of Austrian knights, Burgundian barons, and
the forces of the Bishops of Basel and
Lausanne.

It is, however, historically a distortion to
call Austrian rule a "tyranny." Only if com
pared with the new phenomenon of self-gov
erning Swiss communities can it be consid-

ered tyrannical; compared with any other
political entity of the times, it was normal,
possibly even "benevolent."

After the "Eternal Peace" with Austria in
1474, the Confederates had to battle Charles
the Bold of Burgundy, the most powerful
military might of the day. They defeated
him in 1476 at Grandson and at Murten,
and in 1477 at Nancy, where he lost his life.
During 1499, they then had to fight (and
defeated) the Emperor Maximilian himself
in nine great battles, which sealed Swiss in
dependence from the Reich. As a military
world power the Swiss won a famous victory
over the French at Novara, Italy, in 1513. In
1515 they were defeated (by the first massed
use of artillery) for the first time, having to
withdraw (with all their banners and
wounded) from the battlefield at Marignano,
Italy, an event which marked the beginning
of Swiss neutrality.

You have caught the gist of the meaning of
Wilhelm Tell and Swiss independence. This
hero-figure, made popular by Friedrich
Schiller, a German poet (the material was
collected by Goethe!), will not die as long as
true patriotism is alive in Switzerland. It
speaks well for a people to cling to a fic
titious hero who symbolizes an unconquer
able will to independence. I do doubt, how
ever, that the year assigned to Tell's
assassination of Gessler can be 1307, be
cause he is traditionally made a member of
the conspiracy of 1291.

Scene from William Tell Play Performed in Switzerland
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AMSLERS IN SWITZERLAND DO Biographical Notr?s DO Coat of Anns

Some Swiss Amslers who were probably
cousins of the: ones who came to Texas were
sketched in the Historisch-Biogmphisches
Lexikon der Schweiz, published at Nouen
burg in 1932-34. The exact relationship of
the two lines cannot be established by the
partial records we have from The Genealog
ical Society in Utah, but two Amsler families
that resided in the small city of Schinznach
in the 17th Century probably had a common
ancestor.

The translation from H-BL furnished by
W. Angst to this compiler contains sketches
of nine prominent Amslers originating at
Schinznach, dating from pre 1699 to 1919.
Unfortunately, these sketches do not always
name the children or parents of the subjects.
They are confined to those men who became
prominent in a profession or held public of
fice. The oldest one, Samuel, was probably a
contemporary of the second known genera
tion of those who came to Texas.

In case future research connects the
sketched Amslers with the ones treated in
this book, we quote the records of those who
were born before the Texas pioneers left
Switzerland:

Histodsch-Biographisches Lexikon da Schweiz,
Vol. I, page 349: AMSLER family of the Cantons
of Aargau, Bern, Schaffhausen, and Zlirich. Can
tons Aargau and Schaffhausen: the family origi
nates from Schinznach, maybe earlier from
Aarau, of which a branch is' found in Schaff
hausen ... , 1. Samuel, died 1699, miller and
sub-bailiff in Schinznach. 2. Jakob, born 1751,
died 1838, general practitioner and surgeon. Stu
dent of Latin in Lenzburg, moved 1772 into the
university at Strassburg, practiced his profession
for 6 years in Bern, and thereupon settled as
physician in his hometown Schinznach. He was
also a farmer and the teacher of his children. Par
ticipated in the political life under the old order
(i.e. before 1798) as judge, member of the medical
council, and member of the great council. 3.
Jakob, M.D., 1788-1862, studied medicine in
Bern; was physician in charge of the baths in
Schinznach; county physician, medical council,
member of the great council, founder of the socie
ty for wine-growing in the Aargau. 4. Samuel,
born 1791, died May 18, 1849, copperplate en
graver, son' of #2. In 1810 was a pupil of
Oberkogler and Heinrich Lips in Zurich, went
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in 1813 to Munich, 1816 to Rome, 1819 to
Perugia, 1822 to Rome and back to Schinz
nach; in 1829 was professor of engraving and
member of the academy in Munich. Died there
as knight of the Order of the Holy Michael. His
main works are engravings after Thorwaldsen
(Alexander's campaign) and RaHael (tribute
penny, internment) in Munich, as well as the
reproduction of works by his friends Cornelius
Schnorr, von Carolsfeld, Hess, Kaulbach, and
Overbeck. 5. Karl, 1802-56, son of #2, studied
in Bern, Bonn, and Berl in; became physician in
charge of the baths, physician in charge of the
hospital in Konigsfelden, and founded in his
home town a small private lunatic asylum. 6.
Emil, born 1841, son of #5, intercessor, president
of the court, and Supreme Judge in Aarau. 7.
Jakob, born Nov. 16, 1823, died Jan. 3,1912, son
of Jakob Amsler from Stalden near Brugg (Aar
gaul. He studied in Jena and Konigsberg, math
ematics, astronomy, and physics; worked in 1849
with Plantamour at the observatory in Geneva;
was privat-docent at the university at ZUrich
1850-52, and professor of mathematics at the
gymnasium Schaffhausen 1852-59. Founded
there in 1857 a shop for the manufacture of preci
sion instruments, which is continued by his sons.
Inventor of the polareplanimeters 1852-55, and
author of fundamental scientific works concern
ing mechanical integrations.

The geographical location and arms
ascribed to the above* are described in the
book as follows: "AMSLER, family of the
Cantons of Aargau, Bern, Schaffhausen, and
ZUrich. Cantons Aargau and Schaffhausen:
the family originates from Schinznach,
maybe earlier from Aarau, of which a
branch is found in Schaffhausen. Arms:
'argent, two chapes each ensigned with a
blackbird all sable.' "

This may be interpreted as, on a field of
silver, two blackbirds perching on black
wedges rising from the baseline. These black
wedges or reversed piles (Spitzen) may have
been intended to symbolize mountain peaks,
or stylized perches, or traps for the birds.

The crest is a demi-man proper (natural
colors), habited argent (dressed in silver),
sleeved sable (having black sleeves), holding
dexter (in his right hand) a blackbird.

*Today, these arms are denoting the Amsler families
from Aarau.



Coat ofArms Borne by Amsler Family of Aarau
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AMSLER COATS OF ARMS DO Meaning of the Name Amsler

This coat of arms was borne by the Amsler
family which went from Schinznach to
Aarau, where they were naturalized in
1575, paying a fee. The coat of arms was
published in 1676 in the Wappenbuch der
Stadt Aarau, p. 15.

But after careful consideration, it was de
cided that this is not the coat of arms most
likely to have been familiar to the Amslers
who migrated from Schinznach to Texas.

Americans often do not realize that there
is no one coat of arms that "belongs" to
everybody of the same name. There is no
such thing as "the Amsler coat of arms," for
many different "designs" have been granted
to or assumed by individuals of this name
from time to time, although most of them do
have one thing in common: the blackbird.

Amsel is the German word for blackbird;
an Ams(e)ler was a man who caught and
sold blackbirds. In the Middle Ages, many
men made their living by trapping songbirds
to supply the tables of those who could af
ford them. "Four and twenty blackbirds
baked into a pie" is no meaningless
childhood rhyme.

The Amsler coats of arms are classified as
"canting arms," in heraldic terms. This
refers to those arms that "sing" of the sur
name of the bearer; that is, the principal
charge on the shield is a play on the name of
the owner. And since the blackbird (the
thrush, Turdus merula) is a songbird, the
arms "sing" in a double sense.

But, as in any surname derived from a pro
fession or occupation, there may be many
Amslers who are utterly unrelated. When
people began to assume surnames, dozens of
blackbird catchers in far-flung German
speaking places may have chosen the name
Amsler. That is why it is unlikely that the
coat of arms used by Amslers in Nuremberg
(about 150 miles from Schinznach - a vast
distance in the Middle Ages) is applicable to
the Amslers who came from Schinznach.

For Nuremberg, Germany, is the place of
origin for the coat of arms that has been
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copied by many Texas Amslers. The prob
able reason is that it is the only one shown in
a book found in the larger libraries in the
United States.

In 1884 Johannes-Baptiste Rietstap pub
lished a book entitled Armorial General in
which were described thousands of Euro
pean coats of arms. Written in French, the
information was easily accessible only to
those who understood that language and
heraldic terms, so Messrs. V. and H. V.
Rolland undertook to clarify it. Between
1903 and 1926 they translated the ex
planatory matter of Armorial General into
several languages and drew 85,000 small
shields, depicting their conception of the
blazons that Rietstap had compiled. The
Rollands' work was published serially in
Paris over a span of 23 years.

Blazons (descriptions of coats of arms) are
couched in conventional technical terms
peculiar to heraldry, terms difficult to
understand without intensive study. There
fore, the appearance of the Rollands' Illus
trations to Rietstap '8 Armorial General in
major libraries enabled interested persons to
copy and enlarge coats of arms at will. Un
scrupulous persons sometimes foisted these
off on innocent clients for large sums, with
the understanding that individual research
had proven their applicability. This kind of
misunderstanding may be the reason that
Amslers from Switzerland wound up with
pictures of a coat of arms appertaining to an
Amsler family of NUremberg, Germany
because it was the only one depicted in a
book in U.S. public libraries.

A Swiss citizen always has civic rights in
the "home-community" of his father, re
gardless of where he lives or was born, Mr.
Angst explained. He continued: "If an
Amsler from Schinznach mov.es to Bern and
has a son there who later lives in ZUrich, the
son.is still a citizen of Schinznach and is en
titled to his father's arms. Swiss citizenship
is unique in that it is bound up with the com
munities; there is no citizenship of the state



Coats of Arms

Views of Schinznach on Postcard Sent to "Sam Hilbolt" Before 1882

as such, but everyone is a citizen of a com
munity and through it of his canton and thus
of Switzerland.

"There is no need for proof of official use
of family arms. Since everybody is permitted
to assume arms freely, and since there is no
specific law governing armorial bearings,
official sanction is irrelevant. Once a family
has established a tradition of using arms
(and normally they are registered), anybody
who can prove that he belongs to this family
may use these particular arms. Legally, fam
ily arms are treated (and protected) like a
surname."

As a matter of interest to the readers of
this book, Mr. Angst was commissioned to
paint the three variations of the coats of
arms associated with Amslers having civic
rights in Schinznach and nearby Aarau, as
documented by the State Archives in Aarau.

The one (1821) selected for the cover as
most likely to have applied to our ancestors
was "differenced" (a legitimate heraldic
practice) by changing the attitude of the
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bird's wings, and by the addition of a five
pointed star to make it particularly ap
propriate to the Amslers of Texas, the Lone
Star State.

The oldest of the three coa ts of arms
shown on the color pIa te was based on a seal
of 1799 used by Samuel Amsler, district
judge in Schinznach, and its blazon is "Or, a
blackbird close sable, on a crescent reversed,
and in base three mullets of six all gules."
That is, on a field of gold, a black bird with
wings folded to the body, on a crescent moon
over three six-pointed stars, all reel.

It is evident that the designer took the
shield of Schinznach, turned its charge
around 90 degrees, and added the bird.
"Such a measure is justified in a case con
cerning a very prominent or politically
powerful family in a rather small communi
ty .... Whether or not the family Amsler was
the leading power in Schinznach, a com
munity of almost 10,000 inhabitants (at that
time), is not evident at all from my sources,"
our researcher wrote.



Coats of Arms 00 Amsler Lineage 00 Meaning of Names

The second coat of arms (preferred by
most Amsler families) is based on a seal used
in 1821 by Jakob Amsler from Schinznach,
curate (clergyman) in Reinach (on the bor
der of Canton Luzern). The blazon of these
arms is "Or, a blackbird sable, on a triple
mount vert" - on a field of gold, a black
bird perched on three green mounds. Mr.
Angst added that the latter two shields do
not have crests, as it is the custom of most
armigers in the Canton of Aargau to display
their arms without them.

The coat of arms used in 1821 by Amslers
in Schinznach, which Mr. Angst has so ably
adapted and depicted for the color plate and
the cover of this book, is shown on a "targe,"
a type of shield used in tournaments only.
"With this shield's hook, the mounted knight
helped to guide his lance," he wrote. When
questioned about the proportions of design
to shield, he replied:
... the charge should fill the available space as
much as possible, and harmoniously· .... Most
Americans are misled into thinking [the charge
should be small] because of some of the atrocious
state flags they are used to, with their ridiculously
small seals ... that allow neither recognition nor
distinction from each other. Moreover, most
books in English repeat the same abominable
plates on heraldic design that stem from a time of
decline of the art. A shield must allow instant
identification to fulfill its purpose: at a flash, you
must be able to cry out: "Hey, it's Amsler, don't
hit him!"

Blazon:"Or, an Amsel proper, essorant on
a triple-mount vert, holding in its beak a
mullet of five argent, fimbriated gules."

This may be interpreted: on a gold back
ground, an Amsel in its natural color (black),
about to rise into the air (its dexter/right
wing lifted and extended, its sinister/left one
expanded and inverted) on three green
mounds, holding a five-pointed star of silver
with a narrow red border.

In printing, silver is usually indicated by

*(but not necessarily symmetrically). A charge must
be boldly stylized; to achieve which effect, distortions
and slight caricature are permitted, but perspective
and naturalistic representation are generally shunned.
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leaving that space blank. The border is used
to separate the silver from the gold field
because of the rule against placing one metal
on another, which would present a problem
in visibility.

The symbolism that makes this coat of
arms appropriate to the Amslers of Austin's
Colony was described by Mr. Angst thus:
"The Amsel is ready to take flight, leaving
the triple-mount: the emigrant family, ready
to go to America, is leaving the hills of
Switzerland with its future on its mind" 
the Lone Star of Texas in the bird's beak.

cJ!msler Lineage
Direct Descent, Ulrich through Hans Ulrich

I. Ulrich m. Katharina Rimiker l

II. Ulrich m. Anna Deubelbeiss2

III. Ulrich m. Barbara Zulauf3
IV. Hans Ulrich m. Barbara Kloeti 4

V. Hans Georg m. Susanna SteinerS

VI. Hans m. Verena Amsler6

VII. Johannes m. Elisabeth Hildbold7

VIII. Hans Ulrich m. Barbara Schaffner8

l. Originally Riniker, meaning one from Riniken. This
family had civic rights (1666) in Schinznach and
Hapsburg.

2. Deubelbeiss is the Germanized form of the Swiss
name Diibelbyss, meaning one bitten by the devil, a
family (extinct since 1715) from the city of Bern.

3. Zulauf means the runaway slave who seeks refuge.
4. KIOti is a very old family that is documented in the

city of ZUrich since the 14th Century. The name
literally means a clumsy, awkward, plump person.

S. Steiner could be (1) one who lives on or near a rock;
(2) one who sets stone markers in the fields; (3)
possibly from the form Steimer = given name
"Stainmer."

6. An Amsler was one who trapped and sold Amsels
(blackbirds).

7. One of many spellings derived from the given
name Hilboldt = "Hilclibald."

8. From schaffenaere, schaffer = a supervisor, or
ganizer, administrator in a position of trust; one
who may order people around.

The information on the derivation of these names
comes from Walter Angst, our Swiss-born consultant
on matters pertaining to Switzerland.



THREE AMSLER COATS OF ARMS

a. Used in 1799 by a Samuel Amsler of Schinznach; b. used in 1821 by a Jakob Am
sler of Schinznach; c. adapted in 1976 for descendants of Amslers who left Schinz
nach for Austin's Colony in Texas.
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AMSLERS IN SWITZERLAND: Ulrich DO Ulrich II DO Ulrich III DO Hans Ulrich

1st Generation
ULRICH AMSLER

The earliest known ancestor, Ulrich
Amsler, was born about 1560 at Schinznach
in the canton (state) of Aargau, Switzerland.
His wife, Katharina RIMIKER of Schinz
nach, was born about 1564. Their five
children, according to information obtained
from The Genealogical Society of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,
were all born at Schinznach:

1. Anna (b. 19 Nov 1586), 2. Madlen (b.
30 Dec 1589), 3. Ulrich (b. 13 Feb 1592 
see Second Generation), 4. Heinrich (b. 28
May 1595), and 5. Anna (b. 25 Sep 1597).
Usually when a later child was given a name
already bestowed on a previous one, it
means that the first one had died.

2nd Generation
ULRICH AMSLER

Ulrich Amsler was born 13 Feb 1592 at
Schinznach, Aargau, Switzerland, and died
31 May 1656. He married (1) Anna
DEUBELBEISS (b. ca 1591 at Schinznach)
and had eleven children before she died.
Ulrich married (2) Verena Suter* (b. 1596,
Schinznach), by whom he had no children.
Ulrich's children, born at Schinznach, were:

1. Ulrich (b. 2 Jly 1613, died in infancy),
2. Anna (b. 6 Nov 1614), 3. Verena (b. 10
June 1616; m. 8 Feb 1650 Ulrich HILT
POLD), 4. Johannes (b. 11 Jan 1618), 5.
Elsbeth (b. 14 Mch 1619),6. Barbara (b. 4
Mch 1621),7. Katharina (b. 21 Jly 1622), 8.
Ulrich (b. 19 Oct 1623 - see Third Genera
tion), 9. Sara (b. 6 Mch 1625; m. 11 May
1663, Georg LANDOLT), 10. Huldreich (b.
17 Sep 1626), and 11. Johannes (b. 10 May
1629).

3rd Generation
ULRICH AMSLER

Ulrich Amsler was born 19 Oct 1623 at
Schinznach in the canton of Aargau, Switz
erland. On 2 Dec 1643 he married Barbara
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ZULAUFF, born about 1622 at Schinznach.
Their seven children, all born at Schinz
nach, were:

1. Ulrich (b. 19 Jan 1645), 2. Elsbeth (h.
25 Mch 1647), 3. Hans (b. 7 Oct 1649), 4.
Hans (b. 25 Oct 1651), 5. Ulrich (b. 9 Jan
1653 - see Fourth Generation), 6. Anna (b.'
3 Jan 1657), and 7. Hans Ulrich (b. 3 Jan
1657 - see Fourth Generation).

4th Generation
ULRICH AMSLER *

The fourth successive Ulrich Amsler was
born 9 Jan 1653 at Schinznach. On 28 Mch
1673 he married Elsbeth BIRCHER. Rec
ords of only two children have been found,
and the first must have died young, for their
names were the same. Born in Schinznach
were:

1. Hans Ulrich (b. 10 Feb 1677), and 2.
Hans Ulrich (b. 10 June 1688 - see Fifth
Generation).

4th Generation
HANS ULRICH AMSLER

The first known Hans Ulrich, seventh
child of Ulrich and Barbara (Zulauff) Ams
ler, was born 3 Jan 1657 at Schinznach. He
had a twin sister, Anna, about whom we
know nothing more. Hans Ulrich died 6 Jly
1730 (or 6 Aug - since these dates were sent
to The Genealogical Society by different de
scendants, there is sometimes a discrepancy
in the records. One gave his marriage year
as 1675). On 22 May 1676, Hans Ulrich
married Barbara KLOETI (b. ca 1655 in
Schinznach; d. 20 Nov 1731, same place).
Their nine children, all born in Schinznach,
were:

1. Elsbeth (b. 17 Oct 1678; d. 23 Oct
1678), 2. Hans Ulrich (b. --- Oct 1680), 3.
Elsbeth (b. 9 Feb 1(85), 4. Anna (b. 2 Dec
1688), 5. Hans Ulrich (b. 1 Jan 1692), 6. Bar-

*These were not direct ancestors of the Amslers who
migrated to Austin's Colony in Texas.



Hans Georg, Hans,]ohallnes & Hans Ulrich Amsler 00 Schaffners

bara (b. 22 Jan 1693; m. Jakob SCHAFF
NER - see Fifth Generation), 7. Hans Ul
rich (b. 1 Oct 1695), 8. Barbara (b, 30 Apr
1699), and 9, Hans Georg (b, 9 Nov 1704 
see Fifth Generation).

5th Generation
HANS ULRICH AMSLER·

Hans Ulrich, son of Ulrich and Elsbeth
(Bircher) Amsler, was born 10 June 1688 at
Schinznach, and died 15 Feb 1729. On 30
Oct 1716 (the same day as his cousin Bar
bara) he married Elsbeth LUEM. We have
no record of their children.

5th Generation
BARBARA AMSLER·

Barbara Amsler was born 22 Jan 1693 at
Schinznach, and died 4 May 1732. On 30
Oct 1716 she married Jakob SCHAFFNER.
We have no record of their children, but in
the eighth generation a Barbara Schaf'fIll'r
married Hans Ulrich Amsler, and in the
ninth generation Ver na Amsler married a

.Schaffner; their son Jacob's descendants are
known. Through these three Amsler
Schaffner intermarriages, the two families
have remained close.

5th Generation
HANS C;EOHG AMSLEH

Hans Georg Amsler was born 9 Nov 1704
at Schinznach, and died 16 Feb 172S. On 19
June 1722 he married Susanna STEINER,
who was borl1 about 1701 at Boniswil in the
canton of Aa rga u. Their two children, born
at Schinznach, were:

1. Hans (b. 31 Mch 1726 - see Sixth
Generation), and 2. Barbara (b. 16 May
1728;d.l0Dec 1730).

6th Genera tion
HANSAMSLEH

Hans Amsler was born 31 Mch 1726 at
Schinznach, and died 26 Feb 1745. On 24
Jan 1743 he married Verena AMSLER. She
was the daughter of Peter Amsler, and was

IS

born about 1722 at Schinznach. Their only
child was Johannes (b. 4 Oct 1744 - see
Seventh Generation).

7th Generation
JOHANNES AMSLER

Johannes Amsler was born 4 Oct 1744 at
Schinznach, and died 2 Sep 1806. On 8 Jan
1762 or 1764 he married Elisabeth
BOLLIGER, * who was born in 1742 at
Gontenschwil, Aargau, and died 20 Jan
1780. They had no children. ori 28 Apr
1780 Johannes married Elisabeth
HILDBOLD, who was born 12 Mch 1752 at
Schinznach, They had four children, all
born at Schinznach:

1. Barbara (b. 20 May 1781; m. 1S Fl'b
1800, Johannes MEYER), 2. Johann Rudolf
(b. 12 Oct 1783; d. 8 Sep 1784), 3. a
daughter (born and died 29 Apr 17S5), and
4. Hans Ulrich (b. 24 Apr 1786 or 1788 
see Eighth Generation).

8th Generation
HANS ULHICH AMSLER

Hans Ulrich, fourth child of Johannes and
Elisabeth (Hildbold) Amsler, was born 24
April or September 1786 or 1788 (records
vary) at Schinznach, and died there 28 Sep
1828. On 8 Dec 1806 Hans Ulrich married
Barbara SCHAFFNER (b. 8 June 1790; d.
17 June 1857 in Austin County, Texas).

1st through 7th Generations

SCHAFFNER

Barbara's lineage can be traced back as
far in time as her husband's, for her earliest
known paternal ancestor was Hans Ulrich
SCHAFFNER, born about 1566 in Schinz
nach, Aargau, Switzerland, where his
descendants remained. In December 1591 he

·These were not diret'l Hnl'cstors of tlw Amslers who
mi~rHtl'd to Austin's Colony in Texas.



AMSLERS IN SWITZERLAND 00 8th Generation: Hans Ulrich

married Verena SIMON (born about 1570
in the same town). Their son, Hans Rudolf
(b. ca 1592) married Barbara SIMON (b. ca
1590).

Hans Rudolf's son, Hans Friedrich, was
christened 9 Oct 1625 and was married on
30 Apr 1649 to Barbara DEUBELBEISS (b.
ca 1628, same place),

Hans Friedrich's son, Hans Jakob, was
christened 1 Jly 1660 and was married on 3
Aug 1683 to Barbara HUG.

Hans Jakob's son, Simon, was christened
on 4 Jan 1691, and was married on 27 May
1717 to Barbara KELLER (b. ca 1695, same
place).

Simon's son, Hans Jakob, was christened
26 May 1720; died 26 Aug 1799; married
Verena KAESER (b. ca 1722; d. 20 Feb
!'762).

Hans Jakob's son, Hans Heinrich, was
christened 13 Aug 1752; died 10 Nov 1840;
married 7 Feb 1777, Elisabeth HERMANN
(christened 3 May 17SO; died 9 June 1805).

Hans Heinrich's daughter, Barbara,
brings us back to the Amsler line:

8th Generation
HANS ULHICI-I AMSLEH

Hans Ulrich Amsler, according to Latter
Day Saints records on file in Utah, was born
24 Sep 1788 and died 28 Sep 1828, in
Schinznach, Canton Aargau, Switzerland.
There is a strong family tradition that
"financial troubles and ill health ended his
life at 45 years," but those dates indicate he

was only 40 when he diN!. Possibly the year
1783 for his birth has been misread some
where as 1788, and he was 23 instead of 18
when he m.arriecl in 1806,

Hans Ulrich owned and operated a grist
mill ("justly known as the best in the can
ton," his great-grandson wrote) on the
Aar/Aare River in Canton Aargau. He
worked long and hard to support his wife
(nee Barbara Schaffner) and twelve children,
but financial reverses caused him to lose the
mill, his health broke down, and he died in
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the prime of life (Family sketch by John C.
Amsler of Hempstead in La Grange Journal,
19 Jan 1939).

Some interesting details handed down in
the Marcus Amsler family were written in
1928 by Lutitia (Bailey) Kuchel, a great
granddaughter of Hans Ulrich Amsler. She
stated that Marcus's family had lived in the
old stone house for more than 200 years 
"he told me himself. His (Marcus's] grand
fa ther was the only miller in the canton and
he rode in a coach with six horses. There was
a bad famine one year and he fed all the peo
ple and spent everything he had to keep
them from starving."

On Christmas Day, 18~ 1, at Hempstead,
Texas, Hans Ulrich's daughter-in-law, Mary
(Lowenberger) Amsler, dictated a "Family
Record." Since she was 88 years old, her
recollections cannot be considered infallible.
Her husband, Charles Conrad, had been
dead 17 years, and her father-in-law, 63 
in fact, he died years before Mary and
Charles C. were married. For these reasons,
it is felt that Mary's calling her father-in-law
Charles should be disregarded in the light of
church records naming him Hans Ulrich.

Most of the dates quoted herein pertaining
to early ancestors are those in the files of The
Genealogical Society of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-Day Sa ints, which is com
monly called the Mormon Church by out
siders. Since there have b('(\n many con
tributors to this file, and there were mallY
Amslers of the same given names, no doubt

there are some errors in the file. Later dates
cited in this book are largely from the charts
made by Jewel (Gross) Wammel from family
Bibles, gravestones, official records, and
personal communication.

Mary L. Amsler further stated that her
father-in-law had been a justice of the peace,
and died in Switzerland "aged about 45
years." She said that her mother-in-law (Bar
bara) emigrated to Texas about 1852 (it was
in March 1855) and died "in 1858, aged
about 70 years" (June 1857, aged 67), which
shows that her recollections were inexact.
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Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler was born at
Schinznach on 8 June 1790 and died in Aus
tin County, Texas, 17 June 1857, according
to her gravestone.

Barbara's picture on the dedication page
is a copy of a large portrait owned by the
Ernst Gross family of Brenham, Texas, fur
nished through the courtesy of Elfrieda
(Gross) Schmid and Jewel (Gross) Wammel.
The expression on Barbara's face seems to
indicate the serenity and fortitude with
which she faced life. Left a widow with
twelve children, she maintained a home for
them for about a quarter of a century. Final
ly, when most of her children had migrated
to America, she decided to join them. We
can appreciate what a traumatic experience
it was for her to leave her home forever and
go to a distant land where a foreign lan
guage was spoken, where customs were
strange, and there was even potential
danger, although there were very few out
breaks of Indian hostility at that time and
place. Her children in Austin County were
prospering, so Barbara was assured of a
home as comfortable as possible under the
circumstances.

No doubt this hardy grandmother was sus
tained all during the long journey - as
throughout her life - by her unswerving
faith in Almighty God. Almost all the family
letters extant close with the prayer that God
would take care of them all and bring them
to a happy reunion. Barbara S. Amsler is
said to have been a member of the Evan
gelical Lutheran Church established about

17

the time of her arrival in Cat Spring by the
Reverend Louis Cochand Ervendberg.

Pastor Ervendberg, "first known German
Protestant minister in Texas, came from Il
linois in 1839. He established Evangelical
congregations in Houston, Blumenthal, In
dustry, Cat Spring, Biegelland, La Grange,
and Columbus," according to The Hand
book of Texas. An effort was made to find
Barbara's name on a roll of members or rec
ord of burials from the Cat Spring church,
but the pastor there said that the oldest book
in his possession started with the minutes for
1876. Perhaps the papers of Pastor Ervend
berg may be found somewhere.

Proof of Barbara's arrival in the United
States in 1855 is found in the following
record in the National Archives in Wash
ington: "Passenger List of Vessels Arriving
at New Orleans, January I-May 3, 1855,"
(Lists Nos. 1-146) - Microfilm Copy 159,
Roll 41): Steamship F. W. Bailey, Captain
Koopman, departed from Havre, arrived at
New Orleans March 30, 1855.

Age Nativity
88. Amsler, Barbara 65 Suisse
89. Amsler, Susanne 27
90. Amsler, Jacob 5
91. Amsler, Samuel 44
92. Muery, Samuel 3S
93. Muery, Barbara 29
94. Hediger, Barbara 14

A tentative identification of this party
assumes that passenger 88 was Barbara
(Schaffner) Amsler, for the age and approx-
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imate time of arrival' agree with family
tradition. Nos. 89 and 90, Susanne and five
year-old Jacob, may have been the wife and
child of Barbara's son Jakob (see his sketch
in the Ninth Generation). Or it could have
been Barbara's daughter Susanna (then
about 28) who had returned to Switzerland
to escort her mother to America. That the
ory does not account for the boy Jacob who
accompanied them.

The Samuel Amsler next on the list is not
considered likely to be Barbara's son who
was 34 in 1855, because a Samuel Amsler
nearer that age came over in 1854. The
1855 arrival may have been a nephew or
cousin.

Passenger No. 93 might possibly be Bar
bara's daughter (who was 32 then); although
family tradition does not mention a previous
husband before Henry Seeberger, some LDS
records show her marrying Samuel 11ueri on
1 Feb 1850. That may have been another
Barbara Amsler entirely, of course.

The last passenger in this party, 14-year
old Barbara Hediger, was very probably the
child (perhaps orphaned) of Barbara's third
child, Maria, who had married Jakob Hedi
ger in 1834.

Only two years after her joyful reunion
with her children in Texas, death came to
Barbara Schaf(Oner Amsler (some records
show only one j). Her gray, shield-shaped
gravestone, protected by a framework of
iron, is on the Alvin Goebel Farm in the Cat
Spring-Milheim community of Austin Coun
ty. The inscription is:

Hier Ruht

BAHBAHA
AMSLEH

Cell.
Juni 8, 1790

(.est.
Juni 17, 1857.

(Her(' Hests)

(Geboren = Born)
(june)

(Gestorben = Died)
(June)
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Hans Ulrich and Barbara (Schaffner) Ams
ler had 12 children, all born at Schinznach,
but most of whom migrated to Texas. For
deta ils, see their respective names in the
Ninth Generation.

I. Verena (b. I Sep 1807; m. --- SCHAFFNER),
Z. Karl Konrad (anglicized to Charles Conrad; b.
28 Nov or 4 Dec 1808), :3. Maria (b. 6 Nov 1810;
111. Jakob HEDIGER), 4. Marcus (b. 2 Feb 1812),
5. Jakob (h. 25 May 181.'3), 0. Elisabeth (b. 3 Jan
1815; 111. Johanrws WILD!), 7. Friedrich (Fritz, b.
9 Dec 1816), 8. Johannes (b. 21'5 Mch 1819), 9.
Samuel (b. 30 Mch 1821), In. Barbara (b. I S June
1823; m. Heinrich SEEBEHGEH). II. V('rena
Sophia (b. I() Jan 1825; m. Heinrich SEE
BEHGEH), 12. Susanna Margaretha (b. 17 JUIl
1827; 111. Samlwl HILLBOLDT).

Not all of the twelve children of Hans
Ulrich. and Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler are
known to have eori1C to America, but each
one has been assigned a separate section in
this l.Jook, with a roman numeral indi
cating his or her seniority.

NOTE: Whenever children are listed in
smaller type, more about them can
be found on later pages.
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L%rena e54.msler

1. Verena, first daughter of Hans Ulrich
and Barbara (Schafner) Amsler, was born 1
Sep 1807 at Schinznach, Canton Aargau,
Switzerland, and died 19 Feb 1881 at Mill
heim, Austin County, Texas. Her grave is on
the property now known as the William
Schaffner farm.

Verena married a Mr. SCHAFFNER
(whose given names and dates are not known
to this compiler) who apparently died in
Europe. Presumably they lived in Prussia,
for Verena is said to have emigrated from
there to the United States sometime after
1856.

Verena and an unnamed son came to Aus
tin County to join her son Jacob, and the
three of them together purchased a farm in
the Millheim community, where she lived
some 20 years.

The name of Verena (Amsler) Schaffner's
son who died early in Texas is unknown. Her
other son, Jacob (b. 8 May 1838), will be
sketched in the Tenth Generation.

10th Generation
JACOB SCHAFFNER

Jacob, son of Verena (Amsler) Schaffner
and her husband whose name is unknown,
was born 8 May 1838 in Prussia, tradition
says, and died 8 Mch 1898 at Millheim,
Austin County, Texas. Soon after the Civil
War he married Pauline KENG (b. 20 May
1839; d. 26 May 1919 at Millheim).

In 1856 (Or 1857? The account says he
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was 19) Jacob came to Cat Spring in Austin
County, where many of his mother's rela
tives had settled. Later he sent for his mother
and brother (who soon died), and the three of
them bought a farm near Millheim.

Jacob Schaffner served three years in the
Confederate Army, during which time he
wrote several letters in German to his cousin
Eliza Amsler (daughter of Charles Conrad).
Her brothers sometimes mentioned Jacob in
their letters home.

Jacob was elected Justice of the Peace for
Austin County and held the office for 16
years.

Of the eight children of Jacob and Pauline
(Keng) Schaffner, two died at birth. The first
named son was listed as Frederick in Early
Texas Birth Records, 1838-1878 (compiled
by Gracy, Sumner, and Gentry in 1969).
Those who reared families will be described
in their respective places in the Eleventh
Generation.

1. Clara (b. 30 Scp 1868; d. 2 Jan 1931 at
Millheim; never married), 2. Emily (b. 31 Jan
1870; m. Charles MUERY), 3. Pauli;'e (b. 31 Oct
1871; d. 29 Apr 1935 at Millheim; never mar
ried), 4. Fred C. (b. 3 Sep 1873), 5. Julius (b. 4
Nov 1877), and 6. Adele (b. 27 June 1S80; m.
Rudolph ENGELKING).

lith Generation
EMILY (SCHAFFNER) MUERY

2. Emily, second daughter of Jacob and
Pauline (Keng) Schaffner, was born 31 Jan
1870 at Millheim, Austin County, Texas,
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and died 4 Jly 1913 at Bellville, same coun
ty and state.

Emily was married to Charles MUERY
who was born 12 June 1869 and died 15 Apr
1945 at Bellville. The Muery family were
longtime friends or relatives of the Amslers,
judging from the fact that they seem to have
emigrated from Switzerland together. See
Ninth Generation, No. X, Barbara Amsler.

Charles and Emily (Schaffner) Muery had
six children who were reported to the com
piler:

1. Annie, 2. Edna, 3. Hugo, 4. Pauline,S.
George, 6. Alvin.

12th-14th Generations
ANNIE (MUERY) KING

1. Annie, first daughter of Charles and
Emily (Schaffner) Muery, was born 16 Aug
1893. On 19 Feb 1919 she was married to
Davis KING, who was born 16 Dec 1894.

The known children and grandchildren of
Davis and Annie (Muery) King are:

a. Dennis, who was born in 1923 and died
in 1944, unmarried.

b. James, who was born 8 Jan 1925; he
married Susan MIFFLIN, but no children
have been reported.

c. Owen, who was born 16 Sep 1927. He
married Margaret HAILEY and had three
children: i. Ralph, ii. Gay, and iii. Peggy.

d. Hilbert, the fourth son, is reported un
married.

12th-14th Generations
EDNA (MUERY) BAKER

2. Edna, second daughter of Charles and
Emily (Schaffner) Muery, was born 24 Feb
1895 and died 24 Aug 1971. On 19 Nov
1915 she was married to Fred BAKER (b. 17
Nov'1891; d. 19 Oct 1971). Two children
are known to have been born to this couple:

a. Dorothy, who was born 2 Nov 1917.
She married Walter GILL (b. 8 June 1911)
and had a son: i. Gerald (b. 13 Mch 1949).
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b. Lucille, who was born 10 May 1919
and died 14 Sep 1961. She married Rex
GOLDEN (b. 15 Aug 1908); they had no
children.

12th Generation
HUGO MUERY

3. Hugo, first son of Charles and Emily
(Schaffner) Muery, was born 24 Sep 1896.
On 31 Jan 1921 he married Ida RINIKER (b.
28 Mch 1900).

No further information was supplied to
this compiler.

12th-14th Generations
PAUUNE (MUERY) LAAS

4. Pauline, third daughter of Charles and
Emily (Schaffner) Muery, was born 31 Jan
1898. She was married to George LAAS (b.
23 Mch 1899). The children and grand
children of George and Pauline (Muery)
Laas were:

a. Weldon who married Dorine --- and had
a son, i. Harvey.

b. Lillian who married Chester AR
RINGTON and had children i. Lee and ii.
Ann.

12th & 13th Generations
GEORGE MUERY

5. George, second son of Charles and Emi
ly (Schaffner) Muery, was born 23 Mch
1899. On 12 Nov 1924 he married Louise
WAMMEL (b. 23 Nov 1903). They had one
son:

a. Gene Dempsey, who was born 29 Sep
1927 and married Ruby BROWN.

12th Generation
ALVIN MUERY

6. Alvin, third son of Charles and Emily
(Schaffner) Muery, was born 1 Oct 1904,
and died 17 Feb 1945. Alvin married Doro-
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thy WEIKART and they adopted a daughter
Virginia Lee.

11 th & 12th Generations
FRED C. SCHAFFNER

4. Fred C., first son of Jacob and Pauline
(Keng) Schaffner, was registered as Fred
erick at the Austin County Courthouse (Ear
ly Texas Birth Records, 1838-1878, Volume
I, compiled by Gracy, Sumner, and Gentry
in 1969). He was born 3 Sep 1873 at
Millheim and died 5 Sep 1922 at Sealy,
Austin County, Texas. On 28 Mch 1898
Fred married Sophie KLOSS (b. 21 Dec
1874; d. 29 Sep 1968 at Sealy).

Fred and Sophie (Kloss) Schaffner are
reported to have had four sons, of whom we
know only the following:

a. Robert (b. 18 Sep 1900; met tragic
death in Sealy 5 Sep 1922; unmarried).

b. Ernest C. (b. 25 Oct 1903; d. 23 Feb
1944 in Sealy; m. Maxine JOHNSON).

c. Lawrence (lived in Port Arthur, Texas).
d. Fred (lived in Shreveport, Louisiana).

11 th Generation
JULIUS SCHAFFNER

5. Julius, second son of Jacob and Pauline
(Keng) Schaffner, was born 4 Nov 1877 at
Millheim, Austin County, Texas, and died
30 Dec 1958. On 15 Dec 1903 he married
Clara KRETZSCHMAR (b. 20 Oct 1883; d.
16 Sep 1955).

Julius and Clara (Kretzschmar) Schaffner
had four children:

1. Mabel, 2. William, 3. Anita, and 4. James.

12th Generation
MABEL SCHAFFNER

1. Mabel, first daughter of Julius and
Clara (Kretzschmar) Schaffner, was born 16
Sep 1904 at Millheim, Texas. On 20 June
1925 she was married to Edwin WEBER
(1898-1948); on 23 Jly 1948 Mabel married
John ELLETT. There were no children.
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12th-14th Generations
WILLIAM SCHAFFNER

2. William, first son of Julius and Clara
(Kretzschmar) Schaffner, was born 16 Apr
1907 at Millheim, Austin County, Texas. On
20 Feb 1929 he married Hilma LUEDECKE
(b. 4 Aug 1909 at Old Glory, Stonewall
County). Their two children:

a. Ruby (b. 19 Dec 1930) who, on 18 June
1949, was married to Felix LUHN Jr. (b. 4
Sep 1926) and had:

i. Ronald Wayne (b. 17 Dec 1949; m.
14 June 1964 Dorothy HINZE b. 13 Jan
1951), and

ii. Debra (b. 22 Dec 1953).

b. WilliamJr. (b.l0Sep 1935) who, on l6
June 1957, married Doris GEORGES of
Burton, Texas, and had:

i. Laurie (b. 22 Feb 1961), and
ii. Beth Ann (b. 23 May 1967).

12th Generation
ANITA (SCHAFFNER) FROEBEL

3. Anita, second daughter of Julius and
Clara (Kretzschmar) Schaffner, was born 4
Aug 1910 at Millheim, Austin County,
Texas. On 26 Nov 1928 she was married to
Paul FROEBEL (b. 19 June 1904 at Mill
heim). Their three children:

I. Patsy, 2. ]am('s Allen, and 3. Melvin Royce.

13th & 14th Generations
FROEBEL

1. Patsy, first daughter of Paul and Anita
(Schaffner) Froebel, was born 28 Apr 1929
a t Bellville, Austin County, Texas. On 28
June 1948 she was married to Glen DITT
MAR, and they had:

a. Thomas Edward (b. 24 May 1950), and
b. Diane Sue (b. 2 Mch 1951; died in in

fancy).
In 1951 Patsy and Glen Dittmar were

divorced, and he died in 1969.
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On 4 Sep 1953 Patsy was married to Ed
win MAREK (b. 14 Feb 1923) and they have
had four children, all born at Bellville:

c. Richard Edwin (b. 11 June 1954),
d. David Brian (b. 7 May 1956),
e. John Paul (b. 5 Oct 1961), and
f. Mary Beth (b. 7 Dec 1965).

2. James Allen, first son of Paul and Anita
(Schaffner) Froebel, was born 26 Nov 1932.
On 4 Sep 1954 he married Mary Kathryn
IRWIN, and they have four children:

a. James Allen Jr. (b. 26 Dec 1955 at Bell
ville),

b. Kathryn Ann (b. 1 Nov 1957 at Bell
ville),

c. Marcus Wayne (b. 30 May 1959 at
Texas City), and

d. Rebecca Jane (b. 29 Dec 1960 at Texas
City).

3. Melvin Royce, second son of Paul and
Anita (Schaffner) Froebel, was born 6 Oct
1934. On 4 Sep 1960 he married Margaret
Elaine BEARDEN (b. 7 June 19__). They
have had two children:

a. Kimberly Ann (b. 26 Sep 1961 at
Bellville), and

b. Michael Paul (b. 25 Jly 1964).
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12th Generation
JAMES SCHAFFNER

4. James, second son of Julius and Clara
(Kretzschmar) Schaffner, was born 14 Aug
1914..On 16 Nov 1939 he married Esther
HILLBOLDT (b. 20 Aug 1917).

Jewel (Gross) Wammel may be able to sup
ply more data on 'this family from her
RINIKER chart # SO.

11th-13th Generations
ADELE (SCHAFFNER) ENGELKING

6. Adele, fourth daughter of Jacob and
Pauline (Keng) Schaffner, was born 27 June
1880 at Millheim, Austin County, Texas,
and died 14 Jan 1956 at Sealy, same county.
On 1 Oct 1902 Adele was married to Ru
dolph ENGELKING (b. 14 Jan 1878; d. 5
June 1956 at Sealy).

The only information we have been able to
compile on the Engelking family pertains to
three children:

a. Paul B. (b. 17 Jan 1905; d. 13 Apr
1905).

b. Leslie (b. 30 Mch 1911; d. 17 Jan 1952;
m. Juanita HILDEBRAND and had a
daughter, i. Myrna Kay

c. Rudy (no dates given; m. Gladys
KEDING; no children).
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II. Gharles Gonrad c:!7lmsler

2. Karl Konrad (also recorded as Carl
Conrad and Charles C.), first son of Hans
Ulrich and Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler l was
born 28 Nov 1808 in Schinznach, Canton
Aargau, Switzerland. (Some records say 4
Dec 1808.) On 19 Nov 1832 he married An
na Maria LEUENBERGER (Mary LOW
ENBERGER), and on 2 May 1874 he died in
Waller County, Texas. He was buried at
Hempstead in Waller Co.

Various traditions have grown around this
man, the immigrant ancestor of many Ams
lers of Austin's Colony. It has been stated
that his lineage can be traced to William
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Tell, and through him to a younger brother
of the original Count of Hapsburg. No doc
umentation for this statement has been
cited - in fact, most modern historians
agree that William Tell was not a historical
person but a composite of several legendary
figures who were leaders in the struggle for
Swiss independence over the years. Charles
C. Amsler himself did not claim descent
from William Tell when he was interviewed
by J. H. Kuykendall in 1857. That editor
quoted him thus: "Never was a countryman
of Tell and Winkelried more amazed ..."
(italics supplied).
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The phrase "born in the shadow of the ru
ins of the Castle of Hapsburg" has often been
applied to Karl Konrad Amsler, but it is a
slight exaggeration, according to Walter
Angst, who wrote that there are two villages
between Schinznach and the ruins. But the
famous castle may have had a romantic in
fluence on the lad, causing him to dream of
owning rich lands over the sea, and to name
his last child Louis Philippe for Cl. French
King. Obviously he was not content to live
out his life in the small city of Schinznach as
his ancestors had done for eight generations.

After serving his apprenticeship with a
master locksmith, Karl Konrad spent three
years as a journeyman, wandering about
Switzerland and Germany plying his trade.
He kept a "Wanderbuch" listing the towns
he visited, in which each chief of police
made a notation about his work, conduct,
and length of sojourn. In Munich, Bavaria,
he worked in one shop about two years,
making friendships which he renewed on
one of his return trips to Europe. In later
years he told his grandson, John C. Amsler of
Hempstead, about the time he played host to
all the men of that shop, tapping a keg of
Munchner beer for the festivity.

(The basis of most of the life story of Carl
Conrad Amsler is the manuscript entitled
"The Torch's Final Flare," written by John
C. Amsler in 1937-38. It opens:

Having passed life's allotted time and having
been urged by some well-meaning friends to re
count my experiences in life, I make the attempt,
without fiction, and as near the truth as possible,
human nature being what it is.

The last clause shows that the writer was
aware that his memory might fail him on
some points, so it is felt that he would not ob
ject if we record herein some results of later
research which are at variance with the facts
as he recalled them at the age of seventy
three. (See Supplement "Recollections").

At the conclusion of his wanderings as a
journeyman, Karl Konrad married Anna
Maria Leuenberger from the nearby village
of Koelichen (Kolliken) on 19 Nov 1832.

24

Two months la ter the young couple decided
to emigrate to America, and, with 32 other
immigrants, reached New Orleans 9 Apr
1833 via the Arengo from Le Havre, France
(National Archives, customs passenger lists
for Atlantic and Gulf coast ports exclusive of
New York, 1820-1875).

Charles Conrad and Mary (as they signed
themselves in America) proceeded up the
Mississippi River to St. Louis, Missouri,
where he engaged in farming and worked at
his trade whenever possible. A severe bout
with typhoid, while Mary suffered from
chills and fever, decided Charles to return to
New Orleans and seek other employment. In
that city they saw some of Stephen F. Aus
tin's glowing literature about the fertile
lands of Texas, and determined to sail for the
land of promise. Landing at the mouth of the
Brazos River, they slowly made their way in
land by the prevailing mode of travel, the ox
team, to Austin's Colony in present Austin
County, which they reached in July 1834.

It is interesting to note that these Amslers
migrated from one town noted for nearby
springs to another. In Switzerland, there are
some hot mineral water springs near Schinz
nacho The resort that grew up around these
thermal baths was called Birrenlauf until
1938 when it was united with Schinznach
and renamed Schinznach-Bad. The resort
town has its own heraldic shield, but the one
depicted herein is that of the old town
where, it is believed, Hans Ulrich and Bar
bara (Schaffner) Amsler lived.

Probably very close cousins were associ
ated with the famous baths, however. Dr.
Jakob Amsler (1788-1862) was at one time
the physician in charge of the baths, as was a
later Dr. Karl Amsler (1802-56), as shown
in Historisch-Biographisches Lexikon der
Schweiz, vol. I, p. 349 H.

In Texas, where a good source of water
has often determined the location of a settle
ment, a bountiful spring was discovered not
far from San Felipe de Austin, the capital of
Empresario Stephen F. Austin's colony in
present-day Austin County. Near this spring
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developed a community whose name be
came Cat Spring because, as legend has it, a
wildcat (Mexican puma) was shot there by
the son of Rudolf von Roeder in the early
days of the settlement.

Although the Cat Spring Centennial Mon
ument (which errs in showing an s at the end
of the name - see frontispiece) states that
the town was founded in 1832 by members
of the Amsler, Kleberg, and Von Roeder
families, those families did not settle there
until 1834 and 1835, according to The
Handbook of Texas (under topic "Robert
Justus Kleberg"). See also Supplement
"Land Records."

An even later date (November 1836) for
Robert J. Kleberg's settlement at Cat Spring
is given in John Henry Brown's Indian Wars
and Pioneers of Texas (293 ff.), published ca.
1894. R. J. Kleberg Sr. was a son-in-law of
the senior Mr. Von Roeder.

Whatever the exact date of its founding,
and despite the fact that its first settlers were
Teutonic and Swiss rather than Anglo-Amer
icans, there can be no doubt that Cat Spring
was within the first boundaries of Austin's
Colony. These were described in Davis and
Grobe's New Encyclopedia of Texas as
beginning on the San Jacinto River, ten
leagues from the coast, up the river to its
source and thence in a line to the Nacog
doches-San Antonio road, this road being the
northern boundary; the western boundary
was the Lavaca River and a line from its
source to the above named road. Ca t Spring
is about fourteen miles northwest of San
Felipe.

By the time Charles C. and Mary Amsler
reached the future site of Cat Spring in July
1834, they had only fifty cents in cash, but
they were permitted to occupy a recently
vacated hut a mile and a quarter from Mr.
Fordtran's place near Industry. (Charles
Fordtran was born in 1801 in Minden,
Westphalia, Germany. Although the Swiss
people had fought Austrian domination for
centuries, the Amslers lived amicably with
German neighbors in Texas.) Charles and
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Mary remained in the hut only "until they
could come into their own headright of
land," which was when Charles Jr. was
about three months old, according to Hous
ton Wade's sketch of this family printed 19
June 1939 in the La Grange Journal. Readers
of that account are advised to beware of its
first footnote. It erroneously identifies
Charles Conrad's brother Samuel (born
1821, married 1860) with a Samuel Amsler
(1791-1849) entry in Encyclopaedia Bri
tannica.

The next period of Charles C. Amsler's life
is described in the "Recollections of Charles
Amsler," published in 1903 on pages 55-58
of Volume VII of the Quarterly of the Texas
State Historical Association. As explained on
page 236 of the preceding volume, in 1857
J. H. Kuykendall of Round Top in Fayette
County wrote a series of papers consisting of
the reminiscences of early Texans. It appears
that Mr. Kuykendall interviewed many old
settlers and wrote their recollections in the
first person, editing at his discretion.
Reference to Charles C. Amsler's letters to
his family in the Supplement "Letters" will
demonstrate that his literary style was quite
different from Mr. Kuykendall's.

Military Service

In this sketch, Charles is quoted as saying
that in the autumn of 1835 he and his wife
were picking cotton on Mr. Nichols's farm
on Piney Creek when he learned that rein
forcements were needed by the Texas army
then besieging San Antonio de Bexar, where
the Mexican troops were established in the
Alamo. Charles managed to procure a horse
and a worthless rifle and set out alone. Near
Gonzales he met Gen. Stephen F. Austin and
Col. William Pettus. Pettus (whom he knew
well) handed him a musket and promised to
return the rifle to its owner, his neighbor.

When Charles Conrad reached the camp
of the small Texas army on the outskirts of
San Antonio, he sought out Capt. John York
in order to join his company, as he knew
some of the men in it. But the lieutenant,
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This gun, thought to be the one that Col. William Pettus lent to Charles Conrad Am
sler, was found in the crotch ofa tree that had partially grown around it.

John Pettus, told him they already had their
full complement, so he attached himself to
the company of Capt. John M. Fisher. When
Col. Benjamin Milam called for volunteers
to storm the town, Charles Amsler was
among those who stepped forward.

During the conflict, Captain York recog
nized him and invited him to transfer to his
company, which Charles did with the con
sent of Captain Fisher. Proof of all this is
evidenced by the following document, found
in the State Archives of Texas:

I hereby certify that Charles Amsler of my com
pany entered the Federal Army of Texas on the 28
day of November 1835 and is one of the number
who entered Bexar on the morning of the 5th of
December he has in all respects discharged his
duty with honor to Texas he has ten days to re
turn home
December 13th 1835

By order
WmT. Austin
AidedeCamp

.l1!L
$10

john York
Capt of Brazos Guard

Edward Burleson
Conn in Chief

Grant and Col. Francis W. Johnson organ
ized the ill-fated Matamoros Expedition.
This left San Antonio early in January 1836
with Charles C. Amsler an eager volunteer.
But because of severe illness (he suffered
from asthma and chronic dysentery all his
life), he was left behind the march a few
miles west of Mission Refugio, and thus
escaped the fate that befell most of the men
who had started out. His honorable dis
cha rge reads:

Encampment Mission Hefugio
january 23rd 1836

This is to certify that Charles Amsler is com
pelled by Sickness to absent himself from my
company - this is an honorable discharge after (1

weeks Service
Thus K Pearson, Capt

Ast Comp

[Two or three signatures across left end 
one possibly J. Rbt Moore]
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After the reduction of San Antonio de Be
xar, Gen. Mart{n Perfecto de Cos having
been driven out of the Alamo and with
drawn south of the Rio Grande, Dr. James
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After Charles had remained a few weeks
with the Mexican rancheros who befriended
him, he felt well enough to start home, so he
borrowed a horse and set out. A few miles
beyond Goliad, a "sociable old gentleman"
appeared at his campfire and at first pre
tended friendship but later startled him by
drawing his pistol and arresting him for
stealing the horse. After hearing the explana-
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tion, the stranger admitted that he believed
Charles - even gave him his last two dol
lars - but said he must obey his orders and
take him back to Goliad. The name of the
generous captor was "Deaf" (Erastus) Smith.

At the hearing before Col. James W. Fan
nin, it came to light that the people who lent
the horse to Charles C. Amsler had "bor
rowed" it without the consent of the owner.
Mr. Amsler was exonerated from the charge
of theft, though, and started home again
- this time afoot.

After many harrowing incidents such as
finding scalped bodies, nearly freezing, and
mistaking a herd of mustangs for Indians
racing toward him, Charles finally reached
his home on Mill Creek. He discovered that
most of the Anglo settlers had fled from fear
of massacre by Mexican troops (a mass flight
called "the Runaway Scrape" in Texas his
tory), but some of the Germans had chosen
to remain and take their chances. Frederic
Ernst from Industry was camping in Mill
Creek bottom, and Charles decided to stay
with him, for Mary was enciente and could
not travel afoot.

Soon Capt. John York and Lt. John F. Pet
tus returned from the Brazos and urged
them to leave, saying they were in danger
from Mexicans and Indians alike. Captain
York offered to let Mary ride his horse as far
as the Brazos River, so they readily agreed.

Before they left, Charles went with Cap
tain York to help him look for his horses, but
they found none. Charles thought he saw an
Indian in the distance, and he was right: dur
ing the night, Indians fired into Mr. Ernst's
house; they wounded a Mr. Joergens and
captured his family; and they stole the horses
of Pettus and William Frels. Delaying no
longer, the little party set out for com
parative safety across the Brazos, hauling
what they could in Mr. Frels's ox cart.
Thanks to the Texans' victory on April 21 st,
the Amslers were able to return home in time
for the advent of their first son, Charles, on
12 Jly 1836.
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Military Lands

As compensation for his military service,
Charles Amsler on 13 Dec 1837 received
Bounty Warrant #938 entitling him to 320
acres for service from 28 Nov 1835 to 23 Jan
1836. He assigned (sold for $200) this war
rant to Walter Cooper (Bounty and Dona
tion Land Grants of Texas, 1835-1888,
Thomas Lloyd Miller, 1967).

In addition, Charles Amsler received
Donation Certificate # 1061 for 640 acres for
participating in the Siege of Bexar (not the
Battle of the Alamo) between the 5th and
10th of December 1835. He patented this
section in Colorado County 25 Jan 1849, ac
cording to the book cited above.

On 13 Aug 1870 the Legislature of Texas
approved a Pension Act to reward survivors
of the Texas Revolution. To qualify for such
benefits, Charles C. Amsler made an af
fidavit before the clerk of the District Court
of Montgomery County, stating that

... he was a soldier in the Army of the Texas
Revolution from December 3, A.D. 1835 up to the
15th Dec 1835 and a member of company com
manded by Captain John York and from 1st of
January A.D. 1836 up to about March 1st A.D.
1836 and a member of company commanded by
Capt. [Thomas K.] Pearson of New Orleans La,
under command of Col. Frank Johnson. Affiant
states that he participated in the capture of San
Antonio de Bexar from the Mexican army under
Gen. Cos in 1835, and he was with Fannin until a
few days before his massacre [27 March 1836J
when affiant was granted sick furlough and went
home. Affinnt states that 1w believes himself en
titled to pension.

John F. McGuffin and A. J. Bell made
depositions corroborating Charles Amsler's
statements, and Pension Claim #570 was ap
proved 21 June 1871, but payments (of $250
per annum) may not have started that soon,
for his name is not found on the lists of pen
sioners whose applications had been ap
proved up to 1 Dec 1871 (The Texas
Almanac, 1857-1873, compiled by James M.
Day, Waco: Texian Press, 1967; pp. 637-39,
662-64). Charles C. Amsler's grandson, John
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C. Amsler, wrote that he was receiving a
pension when he died, 2 May 1874.

His widow, Mary, made affidavit of his
death date and of her being the legal heir of
the pension when she appeared before
Charles Welhausen, notary public of Fayette
County, on 26 Aug 1874. To reinforce her
claim, it seems that Mary got a certificate
from J. J. Groos, commissioner of the Gen
eral Land Office, on 29 Aug 1874. This
states that Charles Amsler served faithfully
and honorably in the Army of the Republic
of Texas for the term of three months, that
he was honorably discharged, and that he
received a bounty warrant for 320 acres of
land.

Another interesting document was exe
cuted in Waller County on 14 Sep 1874,
whereby Mary Amsler gave power of attor
ney to E. M. Pease "to draw the Pention of
my deceased husband C. C. Amsler" for her.

Charles C. Amsler's Headright

But before Charles Conrad Amsler re
ceived his military bounty land, he had ac
quired two thirds of a league from Louis von
Roeder. It is not known whether or not C. C.
Amsler applied to the Mexican government
for land when he first reached Austin Coun
ty. Possibly he (as many did) just picked out
a tract of land he liked, started clearing it,
and built a cabin on it. Then along came
Louis von Roeder who bought the land and
agreed to sell part of it (embracing "the said
Amsler's present improvement") to Charles,
who lacked the cash to pay the necessary
fees.

With the establishment of the Republic of
Texas had come the welcome news that land
would be made available to those who had
fought to achieve its independence and to
those who were patriotic residents on 2 Mch
1836. As head of a family in Texas on Inde
pendence Day, Charles was entitled to a first
class headright consisting of a league (4,428
acres for stock raising) and a labor (177
acres of land suitable for farming).
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It took some time to set up the machinery
for making those land grants, however, so on
21 Oct 1837 Charles Amsler and Louis von
Roeder made an agreement whereby Von
Roeder would convey two thirds of a league
of land to Amsler in exchange for the league
that Amsler expected to get from the Repub
lic of Texas. It is believed that the nominal
sum of $5,000 was inserted in the deed be
cause future expectations are not legal
tender. (See Supplement "Land Records.")

The deed was signed 21 Oct 1837 in the
Republic of Texas, County of Austin, "Town
of Austin" (San Felipe de Austin was the
unofficial capital of Austin's Colony until
the COl1vention of 1836 met at Washington
on-the-Brazos, and was the county seat until
1846). A typescript made in 1937 shows the
name Amsler spelled Armsler, just one of the
many variant spellings (Almsler, Amsley,
Amsdler, Amster, Amschler, Amsel, Amse
ler, etc.) that may be found in old records
written when each man spelled as he
thought best!

It would be amazing if Charles C. Amsler
had been able to amass $5,000 cash in such
a short space of time - remember, he had
only fifty cents in July 18341 It seems more
likely that that was an arbitrary sum placed
on his headright league of land which he was
to surrender to Von Roeder. Land was sell
ing for about 25¢ an acre, so two thirds of a
league would cost about $738.

Both John C. Amsler (in "The Torch's
Final Flare") and M. Hartmann (in the 1899
Supplement to the Bellville Wochenblatt)
wrote that, lacking the cash to get his land
located, surveyed and legally recorded,
Charles Amsler gave one third of his
headright to "a moneyed neighbor, Mr. von
Roeder" for making the necessary arrange
ments. This fits: he gave a full league in
return for two thirds of one.

On 1 Mch 1838 Charles Amsler appeared
before the Board of Land Commissioners for
the County of Austin and proved that he was
entitled, by virtue of having a family "in
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this country previous to the month of May
1835," to one league of land "for the use and
benefit of Louis Roeder."

Then on 29 Dec 1838, Charles Amsler ac
knowledged to the Board that he had sold his
claim for one labor of land to John R. Foster
who had sold it to Daniel Tyler. The Board
issued the certificate to said assignee (Min
utes of the Board of Land Commissioners for
Austin County, Claim #141, pp. 165-67,
copied at General Land Office by Gifford
White and printed in Stirpes, Vol. XV,
1975).

Charles C. Amsler erected a cabin near the
present site of the town of Cat Spring, and,
by dint of industry and good judgment, ac
quired many holdings of land and slaves to
help improve it. Besides maintaining his
farm, he built a cotton gin and a grist mill
powered first by oxen and la ter by steam
(The Cat Spring Story). He also established a
stagecoach line to Ca t Spring, where he was
proprietor of the Amsler Inn. In its heyday
this tavern and stage stand entertained such
noble guests as Prince Carl of Solms-Braun
fels, John von Meusebach, and Henri Castro,
on their journeys from Harrisburg to New
Braunfels, Fredericksburg, and Medina
County. Sam Houston and Stephen F. Austin
are also said to have enjoyed Amsler hospi
tality; if the "Father of Texas" did so, it
must have been soon after they returned
from "the Runaway Scrape," for Austin died
27 Dec 1836.

Amsler Inn was a designated polling place
for elections such as the one held on the
question of the annexation of Texas by the
United States. In time, the original cabin
was expanded to a two-story house whose
downstairs walls were decorated by a wan
dering artist from Europe named Josey. He
was commissioned to paint Alpine scenes
based on prints in the possession of the
patriarch ("The Torch's Final Flare").

By 1843 Charles Conrad had accumu
lated enough money to go to a slave auction
at New Orleans. Like his neighbors, he did
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not feel that any moral issue was involved in
owning slaves. It was an accepted fact that
the use of slaves was essential to the econo
my of the South, so, for $1500, he purchased
a man, woman, and girl to assist him in his
several enterprises and to lighten the chores
of housekeeping for his wife ("The Torch's
Final Flare"). The 1850 Slave Schedule for
Austin County, however, shows only one
black female aged 60 and one aged 35 for
"Charles C. Amsly," so the man was dis
posed of somehow.

As early as 1848, business was so brisk at
his mill that Charles Conrad found it nec
essary to hire more help. In the Supplement
"Letters" may be seen a letter he wrote in
German to a Mr. Luden (?) on the subject of
his stepson's coming to work at the Amsler
mill.

In October 1850 the census enumerator of
Austin County found Charles Amsler at the
254th dwelling visited. His age was accu
rately recorded as 42; his occupation as
Farmer; his real estate valued at $4550, but
alas! his birthplace was given as Germany.
(The enumerator may not even have asked
him, knowing that he spoke German and
that most of his neighbors were from that
country. Being an Anglo, the census taker,
W. T. Bush, may not have appreciated the
difference between Switzerland and Ger
many.) The family members were listed:
Mary age 47, Charles 14, John 11, Samuel 8,
Eliza 6, and Louis 4 (having been christened
Louis Philippe for the French king, in later
life he was known to some as Philip, accord
ing to John C. Amsler and C. C. Welhausen.
He signed his letters "L. P.").

On 13 Dec 1853 Charles Amsler was ap
pointed the first postmaster of Cat Spring,
and three years later he was a charter mem
ber of the Ca t Spring Agricultural Society,
the first such organized in Texas. In the
minutes of that society dated 23 May 1858
we read: "Mr. C. Amsler showed his model
of a patent board fence." The society voted
to hold the Fourth of July celebration on
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Charles Amsler's place, the band to play
"from noon until next morning, or as long as
the gathering lasts" (Century ofAgricultural
Progress, 1856-1956, published by Cat
Spring Agricultural Society). Charles Ams
ler's serving on the committee to arrange
this festive celebration bears out the
statement of his grandson (John C. Amsler)
that the Amslers "had the social, good
fellowship instinct highly developed."

Charles was also an enthusiastic Free
mason, being a charter member of Lodge
No. 223, A.F.&A.M., at Bellville (La Grange
Journal, 19 Jan 1939). In 1859 he was Senior
Steward, and on 20 Jan 1869 he was dimit
ted (withdrew in good standing). A card for
C. C. Amsler in the Masonic Headquarters
Library at Waco shows that he affiliated
with Lodge No. 353 at Hempstead on 11 Jan
1873, but was dimitted on 28 Feb 1873.

On the 1860 census for Austin County we
find Charles Amsler listed as 53, Mary 51 (a
misreading of 57?), Charles 24, John 21,
Samuel 18, Eliza 16, and Louis 15. No
doubt the patriarch was leading an active,
busy life, happy to have all his family at
home, but soon the dark clouds of the Civil
War rolled in. John Carl, Samuel, and Louis
Philip all enlisted in the Confederate States
Army (see their respective sketches for de
tails), but the oldest son, Charles, was needed
at home to help his father keep the farm, the
gin and the mill running, for the benefit of
the community and the Confederacy. Con
sequently he joined the state militia and did
not have to leave home until later. Although
some may have made sneering remarks
about a "feather-bed brigade," Charles's
operation of the grist mill for the com
missary department was a patriotic duty
and a valuable service.

The father, Charles C. Amsler, as well as
his sons were among those who hauled cot
ton to Matamoros, Mexico, for export when
the Federal ships were blockading Southern
ports ("The Torch's Final Flare").

On the Fourth of July 1865, the last of the
sons having returned safely from the war,
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the Amsler family experienced a never-to
be-forgotten celebration. Samuel had sur
vived the rugged Sibley Expedition and later
battles at Galveston and in Louisiana; John
and Louis Philip had endured battles and
twenty-two months of imprisonnlent at
dread Fort Delaware after the siege of
Vicksburg had ended 4 Jly 1863; and
Charles Jr. had escaped danger on the Texas
coast, so the family was truly thankful. In
fact, from then on, that homecoming rather
than the nation's independence was the
Charles C. Amsler family's main reason for
observing the Fourth of July!

In 1866 the patriarch and his oldest son
Charles bought pine-timbered land near the
present town of Magnolia in Montgomery
County. The father hoped to improve his
health by abandoning farming, ginning, and
grist milling in favor of the sawmill business.
He erected a sawmill and made fine lumber
which at one time sold for $20 per thousand,
direct from the saw; some was hauled as far
west as Fayette County ("The Torch's Final
Flare").

Trips Abroad

It has been written that Charles C. Amsler
returned to Europe about four times "to aid
the cause of the settlement of Texas." The
Cat Spring Story states that he "made sev
eral trips to Switzerland, bringing back
able-bodied families who worked for him to
repay the cost of their passage." In July
1867, while Charles was in Schinznach, he
received a letter (See Supplement "Letters,"
wherein are several business letters and pa
pers which have been translated from
French, German, and Alemannic by Walter
Angst.) from two boys asking for employ
ment and offering to work off their passage
to America. Dr. Kuhn, former envoy to Gal
veston and a man of influence, had sug
gested that·the young men apply. One seems
to have been the son of a restaurant owner.
Many fine Texas pioneers came over in this
way. John C. Amsler wrote that Charles



Passport Application 00 Letter about Louis Constant

Conrad was accompanied abroad by his
wife at one time and by his son John at
another.

On 22 Mch 1860 Charles Conrad Amsler
went before Notary Public Ernst Kleberg
and applied for a passport for himself and
his wife. Ferdinand Engelking testified that
Amsler had been a resident citizen of the
Republic of Texas at the time of annexation,
as an endorsement to the application. (See
Supplement "Miscellaneous Records.")

The personal description of Charles C.
Amsler on this application is as follows:

Age - 51
Stature - 5 ft. 8 in.
Forehead - common
Eyes - brown
Nose - straight
Mouth - common
Chin - round
Hair - black sprinkled with gray
Complexion - healthy
Face - oval

It is interesting to compare this de
scription with a quotation from a 1939 issue
of the La Grange Journal:

On his twenty-first birthday Mr. Amsler is
described as being 5 feet, 4 inches tall, with black
hair and brown eyes. Clean shavpn and with a
pointed chin. It is stated that he had no deformity
of any kind.

Unfortunately, there is no description of
Mary on the passport application; she was
just "and wife."

Apparently Mary suffered from seasick
ness and chose not to accompany her hus
band on some of his trips, for on 29 May
1867 Charles C. Amsler wrote to the family
from New York: "I feel very sorry that your
Mamma is not with me on such a pleasant
trip, traveling by sea. I would make sure she
would not get seasick. She has worked long
enough and she ought to have some pleasure
in her old age" (a paraphrase of the original,
which may be seen in the Supplement "Let
ters").
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While he was on this trip, Charles received
a letter from a neighbor who knew he in
tended to go to Freiburg in Wurttemburg,
north of Basel, Switzerland. The letter was
translated by Elsie Trenckman as follows:

Catspring, July 6, 1867
Dear Mr. Amsler:

I hope that by the time you receive this letter you
will have reached Freiburg safely.

The first purpose of this letter is: I am writing my
brother for gold watches, which have in part al
ready been ordered for me, and in order to make
more profit on them, I am taking the liberty of
making use of your kindness and beg you to bring
these to me. Naturally they will have to be smug
gled which I believe will be easy to do since they
don't take up much space.

The second purpose is: Recently I was at the post
office and saw the famous Mr. Constant. As you
know I had to spend some time with him during
which as you already know, he ran down your
brother Marcus, but that was not enough - you
had to get your share too which amounted to this:
that the damn rascal Charles Amsler had gone to
Switzerland in order to engage workmen who
were not only to be trea ted like the slaves of
former days but worse. In order to prevent this,
he considers it his duty to make this speculation
known in time and had fully made up his mind to
inform the worthy government of the Canton
Aargau so that these unfortunates might be
warned at the brink of the abyss.

My opinion of the matter is this: that Constant is
not worthy of the rope it would take to hang him.
That fact is known in this whole section but since
he is neither to he believed nor trusted, he might
permit himself the cowardice of taking such steps.
Of this fact, I wanted to notify you; otherWise, I
have nothing to tell you.

Everything is going well here as I hope the same
with you. Marcus Amsler's saw mill is now com
pleted and they have been cutting for some weeks
and they are very well satisfied with it. As far as I
am concerned I have since the first of July a
position with Rankin's Gro<:ery store in Hemp
stead; was, however, detained a whole week be
cause of terrific and constant rains so that I could
not cross the river. Finally, I beg you again to
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take care of my small business and thank you in
advance for this. I am

Respectfully yours
Jacques Kaeser, Jr.

P.S. Greetings to Mr. and Mrs. [Samuel?] Amsler

Louis Constant was one of the early
settlers of the Cat Spring-Millheim com
munity but, unable to adjust to Texas ways,
he returned to Germany. The letter writer
was probably distantly related to Charles,
whose mother's grandmother had been Ver
ena Kaeser.

It is not known how Charles C. Amsler re
acted to the first "purpose" of the above
letter, but his grandson, John C. Amsler,
wrote (in "The Torch's Final Flare") a vivid
account of his response to the second.

Years later, after the Confederate [1] War, when
the subject of this sketch had disposed of his
business at Cat Spring and embarked in the Saw
Mill business in Montgomery County, leaving the
business to the Manager and Assistant (Charles
Amsler Jr.), he set sail for Switzerland to procure
labor for the Mill business. At that time a former
neighbor, a rabid Abolitionist, advised the Amer
ican Consul in Switzerland to keep an eye on him
as he was a slave dealer. This letter came into
Grandpa's hands, and when he returned and one
day led him to New Ulm, he observed his de
tractor whittling on a store porch. He hung a
white pine box around his neck. The Justice of the
Peace who tried the culprit told the writer about
the occurrence. This trouble-maker or say zealous
abolitionist was also a great visionary. He had a
plan to make Mill Creek, in Austin County, nav
igable. This creek, during the rainy season, was a
vast body of water tributary to the Brazos which
was then navigated to Port Sullivan [Milam Co.],
opposite Hearne, I believe.

Among the letters from home that Charles
Conrad Amsler received on that trip was one
written 25 June 1867 by his son Charles Jr.
at Clear Creek. (The Handbook of Texas lists
a Clear Creek that rises in northern Mont
gomery County and flows south about seven
miles into the West San Jacinto River. In
"The Torch's Final Flare," John C. Amsler
spoke of "grandfather's Saw Mill on Clear
Creek tributary of Mill Creek, which de
bouches into Spring Creek.")

The son reported that the lumber trade
had been very dull because of "more rain
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here than ever I saw fall in two seasons,
nobody could haul." Ten days of dry and
hot weather had dried the roads, but lumber
prices had declined at Houston and Bastrop
mills to 3 112. He had shipped 13,000 feet to
Fayetteville without much profit. The new
mill house cost $63 plus six days' work
stoppage. Many hands had been very sick,
creditors were pressing, and he had trouble
getting a loan. He was afraid Uncle Mar
cus's mill would fail by fall. He had to take
out the new saw as "she is too soft." He sent
his "Best respects to Uncle Samuel" and
signed himself "Your Eever true Chas.
Amsler jr."

His Uncle Samuel Amsler was only 15
years older than Charles Jr. and had married
just 18 months before the nephew, so no
doubt they had a warm relationship. Since
that Samuel was then in Europe, perhaps he
is the one to whom Jacques Kaesar sent his
greetings in the preceding letter.

Scarcely less gloomy than the June one
was this letter:

Clear Creek Oct 12th 1867
Dear Father

In the letter writen from Bremen you request us
to write to Galveston. I can not write much of in
terest we have all been tolerable healthy this far.
Julia has been sick & is very weak yet. Ma has
been trouble with sore legs. Business is very duff,
we stoped the mill on the 3 of August because we
had great expence, and no sale for Lumber we
are seling some lumber now at reduced price,
$12.50 per thousand we have been trying to get
a shingle mill but have not yet received the whole
of the machinery if we could have made shin
gles it would have paid some & could have sold a
good many for they have been scarce.

The cause of trade being dull is that cotton has
failed nearly universally caused by the worm; not
more than 1/4 of a crop made aliso the Corn crop
is light here. This short note will give you the
most important information.

Frome your true son
Chas. Amsler jr.

As early as July, Charles Conrad had
made inquiries about accommodations for
his return trip home. He was advised (See let
ter from Ch. Frauer & Sohn dated 26 Jly
1867 in Supplement "Letters".) to book
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Amsler monument in Hempstead Cemetery memorializes Charles Conrad, Mary
(Lowenberger), and their sons Charles Jr. andJohn Carl AmsleT.

reservations in September, but from his son's
letter above we see that he did not; perhaps
he chose the arrangements suggested by Karl
Fischer (letters dated the second and eighth
of August). On this 1867 trip, Charles C. ap
parently bought some Rhine wine and 36
bottles of "yeast brandy" from two firms to
take back to Texas.

It is interesting to note tha t on one
envelope Charles is addressed "Herrn
Amsler von Texas" and on another "Herrn
C. C. Amsler von Schinznach" - he was of
Texas and formerly of Schinznach. An
envelope from the U.S. is addressed to "C. C.
Amsler Esqr., care of District Judge Herr
man in Dorf [village of] Schinznach." The
judge was probably a relative, as Barbara
(Schaffner) Amsler's mother was Elisabeth
Hermann.

On another trip abroad, in May 1870,
Charles was accompanied by Mary. His let
ter to the children told of their journey from
Galveston to New Orleans, New Orleans to
Cincinnati (13 days), and thence to New
York City. He noted: "Ma is this far in a very
goat humour laikes the trip this far very
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Much." He was planning to see Dr. Theman
and to get a band (?) for Sam, while "Ma
wants to send a monthly paper to Eliza from
hir." They would leave at 12 o'clock that
day for Liverpool and would write next from
there or Strasbourg, France.

While they were in Schinznach, Charles
received a form letter from a bank in Aara II

about a credit to his account (sec "Letters").
The last of the documents that have been

translated is a passenger list (See Supplement
"Miscellaneous Records"). Karl and Marie
Amsler head the list of thirteen "emigrants
sent by Mr. R[udolf] Werdenberg via the
Railroad of the East to be sent from the sta
tion of Basel, on October 17, 1870." At
Bremen, Germany, the party was to embark
for New Orleans. An amusing notation (in
dicative of Swiss thrift?) reads: "Although
Mr. Amsler has 1 [first class?] cabin, he oc
cupies only 3rd class on the railroad and gets
food as the passengers in between decks. "

Perhaps it was the financial slump in the
South after the Civil War, or perhaps it was
the state of his health that made Charles
Conrad decide to retire from business four
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years after his sawmill started operating in
July 1866. He had been one of the early
lumber manufacturers of southern Texas; he
had trained his sons well and gradually
turned his business interests over to them.

About the time that Waller County was
created out of Austin and Grimes (1873), the
patriarch moved to its county seat, Hemp
stead, and bought blocks 91 and 116. On
block 116 he built a planing mill, lumber
yard, and residence for his son Louis
Philippe. On the other block he built his own
home which was completed in 1874, about
halfway between his first residence in Texas
at Cat Spring and his second at or near his
sawmill in Montgomery County. There he
died on the 4th of May 1874, and was buried
at Hempstead.

Mary (Lowenberger) Amsler

The girl whom Charles Conrad Amsler
had married in Switzerland on 19 Nov 1832
was Anna Maria Leuenberger, anglicized to
Mary Lowenberger. She was born 3 Aug
1803 at Koelichen or Kolliken in the Canton
of Aargau, and died 20 Feb 1896 in Waller
County, Texas. Her grave in the cemetery at
Hempstead is marked by a tall, finely carved
stone shaft which is also a monument to her
husband and two of her sons.

On 25 Dec 1891, Mrs. Mary Amsler dic
tated a "Family Record" in which her
birthplace was spelled Klilike. There are
several inaccuracies in the record, as can be
seen in the Supplement "Recollections."
Mary stated that her father, Jacob Lowen
berger, died in Switzerland aged about 77
years, and her mother, Elizabeth, lived 62
years. They raised four children.

The following clipping has been preserved
from an unidentified newspaper:

Mrs. Mary Amsler.

Hempstead, Tex., Feb. 20 [1896). - Mrs. Mary
Amsler, aged 93 years, died here this morning.
The deceased lady with her husband, the late
C. C. Amsler, sr., came to Texas from Switz
erland in 1834 and knew all the early prominent
citizens of the state and often rehearsed the stir-
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ring times of the early days of Texas, when the
settlers combated with Indians and Mexicans.
The lady had always up to a few days ago enjoyed
remarkably good health, and four generations of
her family lived under the same roof.

The four generations alluded to would
probably be Mary (Lowenberger) Amsler;
Julia (Meyer) Amsler, the widow of Charles
Jr.; John Charles, her son; and Carl Linde
mann, his son.

On 19 Jan 1939 the La Grange Journal
printed a three-column article entitled "A
Hero of the Texas Revolution." The story,
subtitled "Carl Conrad Amsler," was writ
ten by Houston Wade based on information
mainly furnished by John C. Amsler of
Hempstead, and has been quoted herein in
reference to Charles Conrad. Below are her
grandson's sentimental "Reminiscences of
Mrs. Carl Conrad Amsler" (evidently writ
ten during her lifetime) as they appear in the
article:

Mrs. Mary Amsler ... relates that her father,
the miller of the village, was most powerful, and
much in demand in his youth to accompany his
companions to neighboring villages merry-mak
ing, as being able to see fair play in case of trou
ble between the natives and visitors, and having
generally come off victor, including one occasion
on which it cost him the covering of his nether
limbs and made it necessary to borrow an apron
from a compassionate dame in order to make his
way home after the melee.

Her brother, helper in the mill, dying, she took
his place for a year and wielded the wheat sacks
instead of the needle, and preferred greatly the
making of meal and flour to the baking of bread.
Yet, it was her lot to fall a victim to the tender
passion and she gave her heart into the keeping of
Carl Conrad Amsler, a native of the village of
Schnitsnacht [Schinznach), Aargau Canton,
Switzerland. Mr. Amsler was born November 28,
1808, and her junior by five years, but the writer
has often heard her express thanks that although
older than her husband, she was always able to be
a helpmate to him throughout his life, and was
often able to take the lead.

Referring to her youthful days with pardonable
pride she related that the one whose eyes to her
shone ever the brightest, whose form seemed to
her ther1-young eyes (alas! now so dim) the most
erect and manly, paid his respects on one certain
occasion while she was busy with the sythe har-
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vesting the luxurious lucerne [a type of alfalfa].
Supplying him with a sythe, she challenged him
to a contest in order both to try his endurance and
shorten her task, with the result that he ignomin
iously retired to the grateful shade of an apple
tree, leaving her mistress of the field. As he was
no laggard and was as young in vigor as any
mountain youth, he might give other reasons than
exhaustion for giving up the contest were he al
lowed to speak but alas! those lips to her the
sweetest have long been sealed in death.

Mrs. Carl Amsler left a home of comparative
plenty, preferring this course to accepting the
munificent sum of one hundred gulden tendered
by her father if she would break her engagement
with the young man of her choice, and doubtless
ly she was not the first nor the last woman to take
such a foolhardy course.

So these, my Pilgrim father and mother, set sail
from Havre, France with thirty-two other emi
grants, landing at New Orleans, Louisiana, after
a long voyage.

After chronicling the wanderings and
hardships the young couple went through
(including Mary's picking cotton beside her
husband to earn their subsistence, and his
military service and illness far from home)
the narrative continues:

In the meantime, grandmother being left alone,
surrounded by marauding Indians, continued to
occupy her lone habitation. She each night care
fully extinguished every ember on the hearth that
might be visible through the many chinks of her
rude hut and retired with an ax beneath her head,
and many a time when relating this have the
muscles of her arms been seen to leap, her mouth
to set hard, her nostrils to dilate and fire to blaze
in her kindly eyes like the emlwrs of some smoul
dering camp fire when stirr<::d by a belated
traveler. On such occasions, she would dedare,
and none would doubt her, that a broken skull
would have been the portion of an intruder.

About this time she made the discovery that she
would in course of time beconw a mother and em
braced a happy opportunity to send the letter that
recalled grandfather from what would have been
his fatal Matamoros campaign. To them was
born a son on July 12, 1836 and they called his
name Charles Amsler for his father. When the
baby was three months old they moved into a hut
on their own headright of land at Cat Spring
where for fifteen or twenty years they kept a stage
stand tavern (on the old San Felipe Trail) and
likely every individual has paid his score here that
had occasion to travel any in Texas at that time.
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. .. Three more sons and one daughter were
born to them and prosperity rewa rdecl their la
bors. Like their neighbors, they invested their
snug income in Negroes in order to have help to
make more. In general they claimed lo be no bet
ter than their neighbors, hence 'ould see no
wrong in doing as the majority did. It appears,
however, that others who came later or had less
success, and consequently had not acquired
slaves, professed to see a great sin in the institu
tion of slavery....

When the War of 1861 broke out our grand
parents sent four boys to do battle for the land of
their adoption, and received them all again from
the bloody war unscathed.

One can well imagine the agony with
which Mrs. Mary Amsler saw four sons
march away to war, especially since Philip
was only 16 when he left. But her worry
about the safety of her sons eventually
turned to pride in their bravery and loyalty
to their native state. (Many Texans of Swiss
and German heritage did not feel ca lIed to
join the Confederacy.)

Samuel left home first, entering the mil
itary service of the Confederacy in the sum
mer of 1861 and marching with Sibley's
Brigade to New Mexico. After the battles of
Valverde and Glorieta, and after the suffer
ing and deprivations of the return march to
San Antonio, these soldiers were given a
short furlough at home. Then Sam reported
as directed to Tom Green's Brigade of cav
alry and participated in the recapture of
Galveston and the Louisiana campaign. Af
ter fights at Franklin, Mansfield, Yellow
Bayou, etc. the regiment was informally
disbanded on 20 May 1865.

Charles Jr. did not have to leave his young
bride and go into the militia camp near
Houston until 1863. He had "kept the home
fires burning" by operating a grist mill and
aiding the Confederate commissary until
that time, and was never subjected to haz
ardous service.

John and Louis Philippe (referred to in
family letters as Philip but signed himself
L. P.) seem to have been in the same unit
an infantry company in Waul's Legion, or-
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Some Descendants of Charles Conrad and Mary
Anlsler in Novelnber 1907

Front Row: 1. Mrs. Charles Amsler Jr., 2. Mrs. Louis Philip Amsle7', 3. !v1rs. Eliza
(A.) Welhausen, 4. Samuel Amsle7", 5. Mrs. Samuel An~sler
Second Row: 6. Mrs. Mamie (W.) Guittard, 7. Lena Amsler; 8. Cleve Amsler,
9. Ann Culpepper
Back Row: 10. Dr. Frank Guittard, 11. Sam H. Amsler, 12. baby Sam H. Amsler
Jr., 13. Mrs. Sam H. Amsle7'
KEY: 1, 2, & 5 married Amsler brothers; 3 & 4 were siblings of the same group; 6 =

daught-e7' of 3; 7, 8 & 11 = children of4 & 5; 9 = sister of 5; 10 = husband of 6; 12 &
13 = son & wife of 11 .

ganized at Brenham in the summer of 1862.
They were marched through Louisiana into
Mississippi and were captured a few days af
ter Vicksburg fell on 4 Jly 1863. Ultimately
they were taken to Fort Delaware (called
"the worst of the Northern prisons" by one
author) on an island near Delaware City,
and not released until 9 June 1865 (pension
application papers of Mrs. Sophia Amsler,
Texas State Archives).

It has been written that all the Amsler
brothers were at home by July 4th, 1865. In
order to get horne in less than a lllonth, the
Amslers must have availed themselves of a
service offered by the Federal government.
By applying to the nearest Provost Marshal,
released prisoners could get a free pass on
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the railroad to the railhead nearest their
home. In the case of Texans, that point may
have been New Orleans, frolll which city
they would proceed by boat. It is possible
that John and Philip landed at Matamoros
and went over to Pa 1m ito Hanch (east of
Brownsville) to view the site of thc last land
engagement of the Civil War. Philip's grand
son (Phil Amsler of Austin) in 1976 had a
vague recollection of hearing that they par
ticipated in that skirmish, but since it oc
curred 11 May 1865 and they were not
released until June 9th, that tradition seems
to be inaccurate.

In "The Torch's Final Flare," Mary L.
Amsler's grandson wrote that two of the
boys returned on the 4th of July 1864, but
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the record shows that they suffered 22
months' imprisonment after the 4th of July
1863. To quote from John C. Amsler's ac
count:

On this occasion Grandmother, who was by no
means a habitual toper, got gloriously lit up by
way of celebrating the return of the boys, and
that is why she always celebrated the 4th. of July
ever after for two reasons.

Charles Conrad and Mary (Lowenberger)
Amsler had five children, all born near or at

10th Generation
CHARLES AMSLER, JR.

1. Charles Amsler Jr., first son of Charles
Conrad and Mary (Lowenberger) Amsler,
was born 12 Jly 1836 in Austin County,
Texas. He died 26 Mch 1891 at Hempstead,
Waller County, Texas. On 11 Jly 1861 he
married Julia Martha MEYER.

It was soon after his parents returned from
"the Runaway Scrape" that Charles Jr. was
born, probably in the hut which Charles
Fordtran had made available to the young
immigrants from Switzerland. When the
baby was three months old, they moved into
a cabin "on their own headright of land at
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Cat Spring, Austin County, Texas. For de
tails, see their respective names under the
Tenth Generation.

1. Charles (b. 12 Jly 1836), 2. John Carl (b. 11
Feb 1839), 3. Samuel (b. 7 Oct 1841),4. Eliza (b.
5 Oct 1843; m. Charles WELHAUSEN), and 5.
Louis Philip/Philippe (b. 25 Jly 1845).

(These dates are from the "Family
Record" dictated by Mary L. Amsler on
Christmas Day 1891).

Cat Spring where for fifteen or twenty [only
nine, according to his son John C. Amsler in
"The Torch's Final Flare"] years they kept a
stage stand tavern on the Old San Felipe
Trail" (Houston Wade in an article on Carl
Conrad Amsler in La Grange Journal, 19
Jan 1939).

Charles Jr. probably learned early how to
feed and rub down the horses of travelers
who stopped there; it was recorded by his
mother that he could plow when he was sev
en ("Torch's Flare"). Certainly he became
his father's able assistant, and "his authority
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never was disputed" (ibid.). Charles Jr. was
left in charge of his father's many enterprises
when the latter went abroad several times.

But life was not all work and responsibili
ty; sometimes there were social gatherings
that lasted for days. One memorable morn
ing in May 1858 Charles Jr. and a group of
merrymakers returned from a party on
horseback to find that a late frost had nipped
the corn so that it doubled up. They had to
plant more corn between the rows right
away to provide food for man and beast, his
son wrote.

Besides the hazards of nature - drought
and flood, insects, predatory animals
these pioneers lived in justifiable fear of In
dian raids and Mexican invasion, as well.

The Amslers lived in a rural environment;
Charles Jr.'s oldest son later wrote that when
he was a boy "a domain of about ten miles in
diameter was my cattle and horse range; of
course, no enclosures anywhere, largely
open with whisper pines, but many thickets
where whip-poor-wills nested on the ground
and all kinds of wild life had its home."
They had hunting dogs, horses, work oxen,
and many milk cows. The majority of their
cattle were acquired in the purchase of the
Ramsdell estate "in the aftermath of re
construction days." The Ramsdells had
come from Boston, and when they moved to
Bell County (where, in 1877, was born
Charles William who became the "dean" of
history professors at The University of Texas
at Austin), they sold 640 acres to the Ams
lers. Included in the sale were a tannery, or
chards, and various household goods, John
C. recalled.

Civil War

Besides being his father's right-hand man,
Charles Jr. was a new bridegroom at the be
ginning of the Civil War, and his three
brothers were in active service, so under
standable efforts were made by his family to
keep him at home. On 15 Jan 1863 his sister
Eliza wrote their brother Sam: "I expect Pa
will get an answer to Charles' petition next
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week." During the early part of the war,
Charles Jr. "remained at home & operated
the gristmill for the commissary department
and belonged, I believe, to what was called
the feather bed brigade," wrote his son in
"Torch's Flare."

But despite his contributions to the Con
federacy by operating the essential gristmill
and cotton gin, by hauling cotton to Mexico
because Southern ports were blockaded, and
by enlisting in the militia, Charles Jr. did
have to leave home when his unit was called
to active duty. In mid January 1863 Samuel
wrote to him: "I heard the Militia has to
leave & that you have to go too, if this is true
I don't know what in the world will become
of our dear old home."

In reply, Charles wrote: "I will tell you
that business will go on very bad at home,
for Pa is confined most of his time to the
house, and nobody to attend to anything at
all, maby we will all be releas soon, but
there is no telling. I am very willing to serve,
if somebody would only half attend to things
at home."

In an early January letter to Sam, Charles
Jr. mentioned that the family had received
letters from John and Philip and were glad
to learn "that Philipe made his escape so
well, as he did."

Then he went on to write "the particulars
of the battle at Industry [in northwest Austin
County], as follows the malitia Capt 1. [or
J.?] Daughtery & the first Leiut went to the
school house in order to draft the malitia, as
the Bohemian women heard of the draft,
they went to a grogshop and got about half
drunk then proceeded to arm themselves
with clubs and went to the place of draft,
commenced whiping the first Lit severely;;;
he made his escape by breaking through a
window, then they came down on the Cap
tain, [who] was spunky, drew his revolver
as it was seen by some men, the women was
taken off and the battle came to an end.

"I will inform you that I am drafted and
will go to camp tomorrow, it is very
hard for me to serve my country double, but
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the country must be defended - all must go
to the rescue of our state." Remarkable
patriotism in a young man whose family
was not even in this country thirty years
before!

The first traumatic experience in Charles
Jr. 's military life occurred at Brenham while
they were en route to camp at Houston. His
Uncle Fritze (seventh child of Hans Ulrich
and Barbara Schaffner Amsler) became de
ranged and committed suicide. Charles was
detailed to take the body back home, thus
giving his wife Julia the pleasure of seeing
him again and the pain of another parting.
Charles was assigned to Company A under
Captain Thurman, 2nd Regiment, 23rd Bri
gade, Texas State Troops at Houston.

Further information on Charles's military
service comes from Confederate Pension Ap
plication #45591, filed 2 May 1929 by Mrs.
Julia Amsler of 327 W. 16th Street, Houston.
In her deposition she listed his death date as

26 Mch 1891, Waller Co.; their marriage as
11 Jly 1861, Fayette Co.; and her own birth
as 20 Feb 1844, Harris Co. She stated that
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Charles did not draw a pension, and she was
not sure how long he had served officially.
He "enlisted in the early part of the war, was
detailed for special service, and served until
paroled as a prisoner of war. He was in
Company I of Texas Infantry."

In this application Julia stated that she
owned only $800 worth of property in Wal
ler County, but one should bear in mind the
customary tendency to underrate one's pos
sessions when applying for benefits. Of
course, she may have given most of her
property to her children by then.

The records of the Adjutant General, War
Department in Washington DC as of 27 Mch
1929 show that Charles C. Amsler signed
several vouchers dated at Cat Spring 18 May
1862 for supplies furnished to the Con
federate Army. These probably refer to the
father of Charles Jr., as the latter seems not
to have used a middle initial.

Another item in these papers shows that
Charles Amsler, Private, Co. I, 2nd Regi
ment Texas Infantry, CSA, joined the regi
ment 25 Mch 1865 at Galveston, as a recruit
from the Depot. His name was not on the
rolls of Company I between March 1862
and 29 Feb 1864, it is noted, but some mus
ter rolls are missing.

Julia (Meyer) Amsler's pension application
was approved 2 May 1929, and was marked
"Dead 11-21-34," meaning that notice of
her death on the 15th had been received by
the 21 st.

Post-War Life

On page 753 of Volume II of Historical
Review of South-East Texas (Lewis Pub
lishing Co., Chicago, 1910) is a sketch of
John Charles (sic - sometimes referred to as
John Carl and John Conrad) Amsler, the
chief chronicler of family history. The
sketch states that he was the son of Charles
Amsler who was born at Cat Spring and en
gaged in the milling business with his father
[Charles Conrad] in Montgomery County
until 1885, when he moved to Hempstead
and became prominently connected with the



Charles Amsler JT. 00 Julia (Meyer) Amsler

cotton seed oil and ginning industry until his
death in 1891 at the age of 56.

Indian Wars and Pioneers of Texas, a
highly-prized collector's item, was written
by the well-known "grassroots" historian
John Henry Brown who personally inter
viewed many Texans for the book. The
sketch of Charles Amsler Jr. (starting on
page 506) seems to have been written in
1891, and states that he "soon after mar
riage" moved to Montgomery County where
he engaged in the sawmill business until
1885, when he moved to Hempstead in Wal
ler County. He "accumulated a considerable
estate by industry and good management."
At his death he left a widow and five
children, whose residences are listed.

For a more accurate and detailed account
of the life of Charles Amsler Jr., one should
read the complete writings of his son John C.
excerpted in Supplement "Recollections."
He states that in 1866 Charles Conrad and
Charles Amsler Jr. bought a tract of pine
timbered land in western Montgomery
County near Magnolia, having disposed of
their Austin County property. There they
made fine lumber which at one time sold for
$20 per thousand, direct from the saw. They
hauled it as far as 75 or 80 miles west. Being
the operating engineer of the sawmill,
Charles Jr. often had to work late at night fil
ing the saw or making other repairs impossi
ble to do while the mill was running. Ex
cerpts from his letters about the mill have
been quoted in the section on Charles C.
Amsler.

Approximately twenty years after the July
1866 opening of the sawmill, it was dis
mantled. John C. wrote that his father
(Charles Jr.) and his Uncle Sam, the sale re
maining partners, encountered many com
plications in dissolving the partnership.

Another promising business venture was
entered into after the September 1875 storm
blew down "a great part of the estate pine
timbers." Hope of salvaging what might
have been a total loss was offered by a
scheme to build a monorail road of heavy

timber from Montgomery to Hempstead,
starting at Amslers Mill. Three pieces of
timber were positioned to make a prism
about 30 inches at base and about as high.
The ridge was capped with iron rail, and the
engine and train were mounted saddlebag
fashion on that. John C. Amsler did not men
tion how this train was to be moved, but the
"Prismoidal Railroad" attracted many in
vestors. Prismoidal City sprang up, and
about a mile and a half of track were laid.
No specific reason is given for its demise, but
there the "one-legged railroad" enterprise
died. Charles Amsler Jr. claimed a loss of
$10,000 in timber furnished.

About 1873, Charles Conrad Amsler had
bought some property in Hempstead (county
seat of the new Waller County) including
block # 91 which was to repay a debt due his
daughter-in-law. Julia's father, J. D. Meyer
of Fayetteville, for wedding presents in 1861
had given her a fine, salmon-colored brood
mare named Puss and $1,000, which was in
vested in the sawmill business. The thousand
dollars was withdrawn from the business ac
count and put into a residence which
became Julia's separate property.

Julia (Meyer) Amsler

Julia Martha Meyer was born 20 Feb
1844 in Harris County, Texas, according to
her deposition (Confederate Pension Ap
plication) in 1929. Jewel (Gross) Wammel
indicated Baden-Baden, Germany, on her
chart, but it appears that that was her
mother's birthplace. John Henry Brown (In
dian Wars and Pioneers of Texas) lists
Houston as her birthplace, reinforced by the
following data on her father:

John D. Meyer was "from Strasburgh"
[Strasbourg, in the Department of Bas-Rhin,
France, is about thirty miles from Baden
Baden], and was born 15 Dec 1806. He came

. to the US in 1826, spent two years in New
York, four in Mexico, and about twelve in
California. He settled in Houston in 1843
and moved from there to Fayetteville.
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Another account adds that Julia Martha's
father, John Daniel Meyer, died 21 Dec 1887
and was buried at Fayetteville, Texas. When
he was 20, he sailed to New York City, then
went to Mexico and then to California,
where he opened a hat factory and then or
ganized a bank. When he had accumulated a
large sum of money, J. D. Meyer returned to
France where, on 3 Jan 1843, he married
Julia Meyer, a distant cousin. He was 36 and
she, 18, Meyer relatives say.

That first Julia Meyer was born 1 Aug
1824 in Baden-Baden, Germany. Her father
owned large vessels which plied the Rhine
River, transporting goods. Her mother in
sisted that the couple be married by a min
ister after the civil ceremony by a judge.
Julia (Meyer) Meyer's maternal grand
parents were A. and I. Wolfen, evidence of
which is found engraved inside a wedding
ring: A. W. - I. W. 1797. Bertha Meyer
now has this ring.

John Daniel and Julia (Meyer) Meyer came
to America on their honeymoon, landing at
Galveston. After a few years in Houston,
where their eldest daughter Julia Martha
was born, the Meyers left on account of a
yellow fever epidemic. Traveling by ox cart,
they crossed the Trinity River on a raft
because of high water. First they settled at
Biegel in Fayette County, then moved to
Ross Prairie where they purchased a farm
and operated a country ston'. Among their
many slaves was one that Mr. Meyer paid
$1,000 for just a year bdore the emancipa
tion proclamation. Although freed, the man
rema ined with. the family for many years.
When most of their eight children were of
school age, the Meyers moved to Fayetteville
to be near a good school.

One tradition about Julia Martha (Meyer)
Amsler is that she was "a Lutheran, but a
French woman, and later joined the Presby
terian Church." This seems to be a confusion
of the origins of her father and her mother.

Julia Meyer and Charles Amsler Jr. were
married in Fayette County on 11 Jly 1861,
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and she died 15 Nov 1934 in Harris County,
according to the Index to Death Certificates
in Texas. For details about their five chil
dren, see the following names in the Elev
enth Generation:

1. John Charles (b. 30 Meh 1864), 2. Mollie (b.
2 Jly 1866; m. Theodore AHRENBECK), 3. Louis
Daniel (b. 2 Meh 1869),4. Annie Eliza (b. 22 Nov
1872; m. Penn B. THORNTON), and 5. Julia S.
(b. 6 Jan 1883; m. Louis FARQUAHAR).

10th Generation
JOHN CARL AMSLER

2. John Carl, second son of Charles Con
rad and Mary (Lowenberger) Amsler, was
born 11 Feb 1839 at Ca t Spring, Texas, and
died 2 Mch 1877 in San Antonio. He did not
marry, so had no posterity to record his life.
All we know about him comes from the mili
tary records of his brother, Louis Philippe,
who served beside him throughout the Civil
War, and the writings of his nephew, John
Charles Amsler, in "The Torch's Final
Flare."

That nephew wrote that in his boyhood his
Uncle John was the operative teamster for
the sawmill company. He used three power
ful mules abreast, and young John C. was
paid 5¢ per flour barrel of corn he husked to
feed Uncle John's mules.

In "Torch's Flare," John C. wrote that
John and Philip returned on 4 July 1864
from Fort Delaware where they had been
prisoners of war since their capture at the
fall of Vicksburg (which was 4 Jly 1863), but
on page 5 of his manuscript entitled "Co
temporary - April 27, 1938" he wrote:
"When he [Philip] and his brother John were
discharged, they reached home at Cat
Spring on July 4, 1865." That the latter year
is the correct one is corroborated by military
records of Louis Philip (which see), as well as
the fact that they were not inside Vicksburg
during the siege, but were captured at Yazoo
City, some SO miles away, eight days after
the fall of the besieged city.
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According to "Cotemporary," John ac
companied his father to Switzerland once,
but the time is unknown.

Civil War

John Carl Amsler served the Confederacy
in the infantry - specifically, in Company
E commanded by Captain Robert Voigt in
Waul's Legion. This was organized in the
summer of 1862 at Brenham. After the re
organization of the Legion in November
1862, John's company was known as Com
pany C.

In 1911 John Carl's sister-in-law Sophie
(widow of Philip) made application for a
pension. From statements on that applica
tion and other papers in the file we glean the
following data pertaining to John Carl:

John and L. P. enlisted in May 1862,
along with E. E. Hildebrandt of Shiner, who
deposed that he was with L. P. until after the
fall of Vicksburg when both were taken
prisoner at Yazoo City, Mississippi. There is
a deposition by F. Gebrels [Gehrels?
Geboels?] of Shiner that he knew John at
Camp Waul near Brenham and that the
Amslers were "captured by the enemy and
sent north as prisoners of wa r."

Sophie stated that her husband was "taken
to Fort Delware & confined 22 months & re
leased at close of war"; that he was at first in
the Vicksburg prison (corroborated by the
Hildebrandt affidavit); from there part of
the prisoners, including L. P. Amsler, were
taken to Fort Delaware and not released un
til the end of the wa r.

Data from the Adjutant General's Office
in Washington DC asserts that L. P. enlisted
4 Apr 1862. Records of prisoners of war
show that he was captured at Yazoo City
and received at Fort Delaware from Alton
Military Prison in Illinois the 4th or 5th of
March 1864. He was released from Fort
Delaware 9 June 1865. That prison, on an
island near Delaware City, has been called
the worst of the Northern prisons. See sketch
of Louis Philip for description.
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In the absence of specific information
about the military experiences of John
Amsler, we draw on the data pertaining to
his brother Louis Philippe, as they were in
the same company and seem to have seen
identical service.

According to Col. H. M. Henderson's
Texas in the Confederacy, the infantry of
Waul's Legion marched from Clarksville,
Louisiana, and crossed the Mississippi at
Vicksburg 1 Oct 1862. Thence the infantry
marched to Holly Springs, where it was re
organized into two battalions of six compa
nies each - 1st Battalion under Lt. Col. B.
Timmons and 2nd Battalion under Lt. Col.
James Wrigley. In February 1863 the Legion
repulsed an attack on the Yazoo River by
General Washburn's expedition. One com
pany was detached about this time, and the
other eleven were sent to Vicksburg where
they were captured 4 Jly 1863, but were
paroled and exchanged, returned to Texas
and reorganized. The Amsler boys must
have been in the detached company. The
organizer of the Legion, Col. Thomas N.
Waul, became a brigadier general after the
fall of Vicksburg.

Letters

Prior to 1969, Sam H. Amsler Jr. of
McGregor, Texas, donated to Baylor Univer
sity's Texas Collection a number of letters
written by members of the Amsler family
during the Civil War. Among the most in
teresting of these are the ones written by
John, from which we derive the following in
formation.

It appears that John set out to rejoin his
company about the 5th of September 1862,
after a short leave at home. He was ac
companied by his father and wrote home
from Crockett (Houston Co.) that they had
missed his company by two days so he would
have to take the stage to Shreveport. John
and his father went into the cotton and
woollen factory at the state penitentiary in
Huntsville and saw "the spinning & weaving
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in apposation [opposition?] ... I tell you it is
a sight of machinery," he wrote. The Legis
lature had appropriated $35,000 in 1854 to
erect this cloth mill, and it "proved to be a
most valuable asset to the Confederacy"
(The Handbook of Texas, Vol. II, p. 412).

On 10 Sep 1862 John wrote home from
Marshall to say that he still had not caught
up with Philip but hoped "Pa" got home
well and safe. John had taken the stage from
Crockett to Henderson because he heard that
the company got to Alto Saturday, only ten
miles from Rusk, and had camped on the
Angelina River seven miles from Alto. He
may have come within a few miles of them,
but thought it more prudent to stay on the
stage to Shreveport than to ramble around
looking for them. John considered eastern
Texas a curious country - "most recI land
and nothing but timber."

On the 19th John wrote from Bossier Par
ish, Louisiana, to his "Parents and Breth
ern" (besides Charles Jr., Sam was at home
on leave after the disastrous New Mexico
campaign with Sibley's Brigade) that he and
Philip were together again, and well. He said
the 2nd Division had left that morning and
"we will leave about Monday ... will go
from here to Monroe & from there to Vicks
burg" where they expected to get guns.

John named several of his company who
were on the sick list, including "HiIlbolt."
He and Philip had bought very good shoes
for $7.50 and he sold his boots for $5; his
feet got sore marching from Shreveport "to
this place" because his shoes were too small.
They supposed they would take the railroad
from Monroe to Vicksburg and from there to
Jackson. They had new knapsacks made of
cowhide and could take all of their clothing
along.

From Monroe, Louisiana, on September
25th John wrote his Brother Sam saying they
were sorry to hear that he had to leave home
so soon. The following excerpt shows John's
affection for his family and his keen interest
in his surroundings:
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we has had all timber from Shreveport till here
pine all the way I have also seen some wild cher
ries & birch wood & Maple I would not give
Texas for all the timbered states you can't see
anything but timber & land & red land the red
river is just like the Brazos only larger and the
Washita on which Monroe is situated is also larg
er than the Brazos but the water is not red, I do
not know for certain where we will get gun it is
said we will get them in Vicksburg, we will take
the railroad from here to Vicksburg to morrow
but the last 15 miles the train is out of fix,
there is no pleasure in marching I am glad that
we can take the cars.

Dear Brother you must write to us if you have
no post stamps send your letter home & let them
forward it for you I hope when you write you
can inform me where your place of destination
will be, go where you will I hope God will be by
your side and keep you from all danger, I do not
like Louisiana by a long ways as good Texas. I
have not seen any black land since I left home.
We have seen pine all the way in this state.
Shreveport is not as large as Houston and Monroe
is about as large as Lagrange. I hope the time will
soon come when we can all be together again.
With this will close.

From your affectionate brother,
John Amsler

A few days later, John wrote home that he
would not give Texas for fifty Louisianas,
but the people were friendly.

On the first of October 1862 John wrote
home from Vicksburg that they had ridden
"on the cars" (railroad) to within 28 miles of
the city and marched the rest of the way to
the Mississippi River, which they crossed on
a large steamboat, adding:

there was another boat which took the Cavelry
across & their wagons we the infantry left our
wagons at Monroe to come by land [train] so we
had to hire wagons to take our things from the
railroad to the river, there were some men of all
the companys to drive the wagon at Monroe they
had to give them up; they will be driven by Mex
icans the first houses I got to on the west side of
the river saw those holes in one where the canon
balls went in & about 50 yards off I saw a tree a
foot thick where a ball of about 30 pound went
nearly through; it was visible in the tree. We had
a fine view of the city on the west bank of the
river. We could also see the high bluffs where
they said the batteries are half a mile or more
from the river & about 1 mile below & above the
city.
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The city is built curious some houses are on
high land about one hundred feet high & 5 yard
square the town is situated very slanting, when
we first saw the city I & Philip remarked to each
other that we are beholding a place which Pa saw
about 2 years ago, & that we are at a place that
we used to read about in the papers that the Yan
kees were bombarding there is no damage done
to the city only a couple of yank<::e bullet holes in
some of the houses

We did not see any gunboats, there are some
batteries close to the city; We are resting here
today our camp is in front of the city close to the
river. We will leave to morrow for Jackson, I
would [have] went to look at the batteries, but I
heard they won't let any body go to them, I have
not heard where we will go to from Jackson but I
expect we will stay there a while it is said we
will get guns there

About 130 of Sibly's Brigade arc here from
New Mexico those that were prisoner at Sana Fe*

they took them through Missouri to Cairo
and down the Mississippi to this place where they
have been 10 day's there 9 here of Capt Hcuvd [?]
company I will mention the names of them that
I learned SO you can inform Sam of it J. Hassler,
Tom West, & Bassel, Hassler is very sick in the
hospital, there is some doubt whether they will
get home or not because they are trying to make
them join the army here, I know of nothing
more to write Kubitz sends his respect to you
all he is in good spirits again Dear Father I
hope you have not suffered from asthama Dear
Father, Mother & Brethren you must not keep

*In lhe Texas Colkclion al Baylor Ulli\'t'rsily is it

lypesnipt headed "ClllllpallY C - Mllslered in Auslill
County - Must!.'r Holl dated Sepl{'lnbt'r :24, PHi J."
Some adtkd noles reveal the fate or many or the men,

such as that lilt' captain, Marinus van del' Heuv"l, age
43, was killed at Valverde. John Hassler, 20, was

wounded at Clorieta (Pass), Id't at Santa Fe Hospital,

taken prisoner 20 Apr 1IHi2, sent to Camp DOLl~las, Il
linois, and then exchanged at Vicksburg.

Thomas West, 25, was left sick at the same hospital,

and rect'ived the same treatment as Hassler.

"Bassel" could bl' either Fenl Boesel, Second

Serg<'i.lI1t, 2l, whose sickness brought about the same
chain of ('vents as the two above, or Ernsl Boesel,

Fourth Corporal, 3(), who was Idl as Atl<'IHlallt at til<'
hospital and suffered til<' same fall.'.

Others from Sam Amsler's company who were ex

changed at Vicksburg were Theodore Heins, Charles

Korff, Richard Schlick, and Joseph Wildner. (See Sup
plement "Military Records. ")
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your mind to[o) much troubled about us. May
God keep us all well & let us meet soon again

Your Affectionately
John Amsler

In less than two weeks John's company
had moved to Holly Springs. In the first
twenty-four hours of the journey they cov
ered only 4S miles: "the slowest I ever saw
by Railroad We traveled at night also they
could not travel faster because the loco
motive's wheels slipped on the track ... We
recieved guns yesterday the 12th the whole
Legion has guns now most all of them are
smooth barreled muskets many of these are
fire locks turned into percussion locks."

John reported that part of the Confederate
Army under Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn and
Gen. Price Sterling had lost a battle at Cor
inth, Mississippi (he thought it was Ten
nessee) shortly before Waul's Legion reached
Holly Springs, but apparently he had not
been in a battle so far. He noted: "We
recieved our pay at Vicksburg up to the first
of Sept & ten cent for the mile up to that date
& the balanc of the 2S dollars for clothing
all which amounted to $81, 30 ct & all the
[men] that came in service in June & July got
their bounty & pay, we have enough to eat
& get along fine this far."

On 27 Oct 1862 John wrote the family
from Holly Springs, saying he had just re
ceived their letter of the 11 th, the first since
one received a t Shreveport. Philip had been
suffering from a cold (it had snowed and was
very cold), and the boys were kept in the
dark about military strategy, buffeted by
waves of conflicting rumors.

Two days later John wrote that they had
moved five miles to Coldwater near the Ten
nessee boundary, and were in the West Ten
nessee Army. While they were at Holly
Springs. thirteen infantrymen of Waul's
Legion died, most of fever. The Amsler
brothers were now in Company C, and drill
ing nearly every day.



Letters

Coldwater, Mississippi November 4th 1862

Dear Parents & Brethren

I take the pleasure to answer your letter of the
17th which I received day before yesterday (Sun
day) I was glad to hear tha~ ~'ou were well yet.
And hope that this letter will find you all well, I
& Philip are well & so is Jacob [their cousin Jacob
Schaffner?] We were sorry to hear that Brother
Sam had to leave again but I hope he won't have
to leave the state & hope that providence will be
with him as it was in his first campaign We all
recieved uniforms since I wrote last which was on
the 29th We have had review twice since which
is done by all the troops Infantry Cavaly & Ar
tillery meeting and forming in lines, all the troops
formed in two lines I believe each line is called a
division the lines of which were about three
quarters of a mile long

These reviewing is done by the Generals riding
along the front it seems that our army is concen
trating here There is no telling when it will
make a movement I have not heard any war
news lately we still don't, but not so much as
formly [sic]

I do not know for certain under which general
command we are in Wauls Command we have
two battalions & that it is still a legion I believe
Waul does not want to join any Brigade We are
all well pleased with Waul; he procures for us as
well as he can we have enough to eat but none
over

The weather is right mild here now though we
have frost at night and at day time it is warm

I will write some more of our journey to this
place [for] you may not [have] recieve[d] my other
letter, after I got to my company we laid up
several days 1S miles this side of Shreve
port Then we marched to Monroe in 1 day,
from there we took the railroad to within 28 miles
of Vicksburg frolU where we took it on foot to the
hill City (Vicksburg) there we remained a week,
when we took the railroad to Jackson 4S miles
which took day & half we did not get to see
Jackson because the depot is out side of town
from there we went on to Holly Springs by
Railroad we allway traveled due cast till we got
to Jackson where we turned of towerd north the
distance to from Jackson to Holly Spring is 160
miles at Holly Spring we stayed about two
weeks and then moved Camp to this place about 5
miles I do not know how long we will stay at
this place

Louisiana is hilly in some places, & in some
very low & swampy. I saw right smart of corn
that was green yet & past pulling the fodder off in
the state of Lousiana not much Cotton in Lousi-
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ana & corn crops are not as good as in Texas the
timber is fine pine nearly all through the state

Vickburg is a right fine city There is also not
much cotton planted in the state of Mississip
pi corn is very poor, & the timber is not as good
as in Louisiana I have not seen any pine yet in
this state Country is low in some places and hil
ly in some, the [soil?] is poor & sandy in Lousi
ana and is still poorer in this state - is just like
ashes loose cotton stalks smaller than ours at
home Cotton is only planted 21/2 or 3 feet apart
all timber here but a good many fields I dont see
[how] people can make a living farming here
where we are encamped now is a large open field
or a good many fields joined together and the
country is hilly here but mighty dusty to drill we
have only had two rain since I left Texas home
except [illegible] to lay the dust it is very dry
here about a week ago we had very cold w('ath
cr and snow but only lasted two days.

We recieved only thrc(' letter since I left h0111e
one on the 17th Sel;t one 20th Oct onc 20 Nov this
is the 8th letter I write to you but I know you have
not received them all (believe I have recieved
one of the latest letter in the company, we are in
the 2nd battalion Company C now, and address
your letters Holly Springs Miss
. Dear Father am glad that you have not suffered
severely with the asthma since I left home And
dear Mother I will take care of myself and Philip
the best I can, I hope you all will not be too
uneasy about us I hope God will be with us all,
and hope from the bottom of my heart that you
may all keep well during our absence and that we
may soon all be together again soon.

Your affectionate John Amsler

On 12 Nov 1862 John wrote from Camp
25 miles southeast of Holly Springs, vividly
describing his frustrating experiences since
his last letter. After their pickets and those of
the Yankees had a skirmish, the captain
awakened the men at midnight and told
them to prepare rations for three days. They
cooked what they could, then packed one
change of clothes in the knapsacks they
would carry, putting everything else in
wagons. At daylight, a battle line was
formed in front of camp and arms were
stacked, awaiting orders. The supplies were
sent in wagons 25 miles to the rear on the
Tallahatchie River. Philip had such a cold
and cough that John sent him with the sick
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when they were taken by railroad to Canton.
The troops remained drawn up in line of

battle all of the 6th and until 11 o'clock on
the 7th of November, expecting the enemy
every minute. Then a retreat was ordered
and the troops were marched around Holl;
Springs for days and nights with only short
camps for eating and sleeping. Their only
consolation was the report that the Yankees
did the same thing, being afraid that the
Confederates were about to attack them!

On the 16th John thoughtfully wrote all
the same news to his family, in case the prior
letter had not reached them. Lack of com
munication with loved ones was one of the
greatest deprivations of the war. He said
that Philip was still sick at Canton, 100
miles from "here," which was 25 miles
south of Holly Springs. But by 11 December,
when John wrote from Camp Grenada, Mis
sissippi, Philip had rejoined the company.

John described a fight at Coffeeville in
Yalobusha County which took place be
tween their rear guard and some Federal
troops. By amazing coincidence, among the
Yankees who were taken prisoner were two
Germans and a Swiss from Canton Aargau,
the birthplace of John and Philip's parents.

Their mother had written to ask if she
could not join the boys, perhaps to help in
the hospital, but John firmly told her "it
would not do," because they might move at
any time, there was no place for her to stay,
and they could not see much of each other
anyway.

On 11 December John wrote to his
Brother Sam, recapitulating what he had
written his parents, as follows:

We made a great retreat since I wrote to you
last on the 28 of Nov the federal attack our ar

.my under Price & kept it up for 3 day we heard
the canonading about 20 miles from us (it was on
the Talehachee river where the railroad crosses it

Price took 1sao prisoners & our army retreated
and the 7th Dec we got orders to retreat at Ox
ford we got up with some other troops & passed
them next day they had a fight there our army
kept on retreating in the retreat we burned all
our tent and good many commisary good when
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we got to Coffeeville about 16 miles from here the
Yankees got up with our rear guard 5 regiments &
one battery & our three when a fight ensued our
legion was about ]'/2 miles from the place of ac
tion, our cavelry was engaged in it, we killed
& wounded about 100 & took 35 prisoners 27
prisoners was brought into our camp & were
marched with us to the place & were sent to
Jackson from here one was a swiss & a ger
man, we lost about 40 they also took 4 canon
since that they kept quiet it is said that we got
reinforcement here & will make a stand here I
know nothing more of importance to write,
Wauls is commandr of this town & we have to do
all the town guarding, Dear brothr I hope that
you can remain in Texas close to home I hope
that the Great God will let us all meet soon again

Your Affectionate Brother
John Amsler

By the 15th of December John and Philip
had received ten dollars for Christmas and
New Year's gifts from home, which they
gratefully acknowledged by letter. On 22
Feb 1863 John wrote to Sam from Camp on
the Yazoo River where the Tallahatchie
flows east. They had come down the latter
river by riverboat from Grenada, traveling
only in the daytime for fear of running the
large boat aground in the dark. Again John
demonstrated his love of his native state by
comparing his present surroundings with it
thus: "the land on the river is mostly
overflowed the land is rich land mostly
and there a[re] many large plantation living
on the river, the river looks about like the
Mill Creek when it is overflowed, only
larger, it is in average as large as the
Brazos river while it is high it has no banks
to it at all now ..."

Fortunately, John Amsler was able to sur
vive the hardships of soldiering and even 22
months in prison camps to return home to
make the celebration of the Fourth of July a
never-to-be-forgotten event, and to live out
his life in his beloved Texas.

John's birth and death dates are engraved
on the Amsler monument in the family lot in
the Hempstead cemetery. Also memorialized
on the tall stone column are his parents and
his brother Charles.



Samuel Amsler 00 Accounts of His Military Service

In 1969 Miss Laura Simmons, then an ar
chivist of Baylor University's Texas Collec
tion, wrote an interesting article extensively
quoting from the letters written by John
Amsler and his brother Philip. Entitled
"Waul's Legion of Texas," it was printed in
Texana, Volume VII, Number 1, and fifty
offprints were bound for private distribu
tion. This monograph is recommended
reading for those who wish to learn more
about the history and movements of this
well-known Confederate unit.

10th Generation
SAMUEL AMSLER

3. Samuel, third son of Charles Conrad
and Mary (Lowenberger) Amsler, was born
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7 Oct 1841 in Austin County, Texas, and
died 4 Mch 1934 in McLennan County,
Texas (Index to Death Certificates 1903-40,
Texas State Library). On 4 June 1878, in
Montgomery County, he married Martha
Jane CULPEPPER/CULPEPER.

Samuel was educated in the common
schools of Austin County, and as a young
man assisted his father in the various family
enterprises: farming, sawmilling, gristmill
ing, and cotton ginning.

Civil War

At the age of 20 Samuel Amsler enlisted in
Company G, 4th Texas Cavalry, under Col.
James Riley/Reily. Sam was made a non
commissioned officer at the organization of
the company (Confederate Military History
Vol. XI edited by Gen. C. A. Evans, pub
lished in 1899 by Confederate Publishing
Co., Atlanta GA). The sketch continues:

From San Antonio he marched with his regi
ment in Sibley's brigade to New Mexico and there
participated in the gallant charge that gained the
victory at the battle of Valverde, February 21,
1862, in which his company commander, Cap
tain Heuvel, was killed. He also took part in the
battle of Glorieta and all the operations of the
campaign and with suffering and deprivations of
the return march to San Antonio. Mr. Amsler
shared all the subsequent service of his regiment
and Tom Green's brigade of Texas cavalry, in
cluding the recapture of Galveston, January 1,
1863, and the campaigns in Louisiana - the
fight at Franklin, in which Reily lost his life, the
battles of the great campaign of 1864, from
Mansfield to YeHow Bayou, and numerous other
encounters. Finally the command was disbanded
in Washington county ...

The sketch of Samuel Amsler's life in A
History of Central and Western Texas
"Compiled from Historical Data Supplied
by Commercial Clubs, Individuals and
Other Authentic Sources, Under the Edi
torial Supervision of Captain B. B. Paddock
of Fort Worth," in Volume II published in
1911 by The Lewis Publishing Co. of Chi
cago and New York, states that Samuel,
born 7 Oct 1841, was the fourth child; that
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he received a meager education; enlisted at
20 in Company G, 4th Texas Cavalry under
Colonel Riley; spent 1861 along the Rio
Grande, then joined Colonel Baylor at El
Paso and was in several engagements. The
command was transferred to the Trans-Mis
sissippi Department uncleI' Gen. Dick Taylor
in Gen. Tom Green's Brigade. At Camp Bis
land the first battle in Louisiana was fought,
then the Battle of Franklin where Colonel
Riley was killed and Col. William R. Scurry
succeeded to the command. Later Samuel
was in battles at Mansfield and Pleasant
Hill, Louisiana. When Lee surrendered, the
regiment was encamped on the Brazos River
where it disbanded.

A third biographical sketch of Samuel
Amsler may be found in History of McLen
nan, Falls, Bell and Coryell Counties, also
known as "Pen Pictures from the Garden of
the World" (published ca. 1896 in Chicago
by The Lewis Publishing Company). This
editor condenses Sam's military career as
follows: "In the fall of 1861 our young
friend joined Company G, of the Fourth
Texas Cavalry, under Colonel Riley, and
was in the Trans-Mississippi Department. He
participated in a number of engagements,
being in the noted battle of Mansfield,
followed Banks through Alexandria to New
Orleans."

Miss Mamie Yeary of McGregor, Texas,
compiled "Reminiscences of the Boys in
Gray, 1861-1865," wherein she quoted
recollections of men who had been in the
"thickest of the fray." Samuel Amsler is
quoted thus: "I was in the battles of
Valverde and Glorieta, New Mexico; Gal
veston, Texas; Mansfield, Pleasant Hill,
Yellow Bayou, Louisiana; Peralta, New
Mexico, and numerous other smaller
engagements.' ,

More accurate accounts of the Civil War
engagements in which Samuel Amsler par
ticipated can be found now that more time
has elapsed, but a glimpse of the way the
war looked to him can be obtained from the
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letters he wrote home from the fall of 1862
on. Unfortunately no letters written by
Samuel while he was in Sibley's Brigade on
its western campaign have been furnished
the compiler. Sibley's invasion of New Mex
ico was described as "one of the most daring
plans projected by the South" in H. M.
Henderson's Texas in the Confederacy (San
Antonio: Naylor Company, 1955, pp. 69
88). This book states that the 4th Texas
Volunteer Cavalry Regiment, the first to be
organized by Gen. H. H. Sibley on the Sa
lado, was mustered into Confederate service
by 20 Sep 1861. The officers were Col.
James Riley, Lt. Col. Wm. R. Scurry, Maj.
H. W. Raguet, H. E. Laubuits, quarter
master; Captain Nobles, adjutant, and Drs.
William Southworth, J. W. Matchett, and
Taylor.

They left the camp near San Antonio in
late October 1861 for Fort Bliss, whence
they marched toward Fort Thorne in Feb
ruary 1862, now known as the Arizona·Bri
gade. After a series of battles and forced
marches, during which so many horses were
lost that the 4th Cavalry was dismounted,
both sides withdrew badly crippled, and the
Confederates under Sibley marched to Santa
Fe, then to Albuquerque, then by round
about routes to Fort Bliss (El Paso). In the
first week of May they left Fort Bliss for San
Antonio, demoralized, "almost each man for
himself. "

The exhausted men were placed on fur
lough when they reached San Antonio and
permitted to visit their homes, but, having
enlisted "for the duration of the war," they
were recalled in October 1862 and reorgan
ized into Gen. Thomas Green's Brigade. This
assembled at nearby Hempstead in (then)
Washington County. From Sabadee (?) on 23
Oct 1862, Sam wrote to his parents and
brethren, saying he could not visit home
again because military orders forbade it,
and "besides, I don't see any use of taking a
farewell so many times[;] it only grieves your
poor hearts so much the more ..."
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On 9 Nov 1862 Sam wrote from Live Oak
Spring in Washington County to "Dear Par
ents, Brother & Sisters [Eliza and Charles's
wife Julia]." He said. they had been en
camped there since Oct 9th and would leave
in a day or so for Millican, above Navasota
in Brazos County, where the whole First
Regiment would meet and probably remain
for some time. Lt. Col. William P. Harde
man, who had dined with Green's Brigade
the day before, was of the opinion that they
would remain in Texas to guard the state,
but, as it turned out, he was mistaken.

Some Confederates who had been cap
tured by the Federals and exchanged
reported that they had stayed with Waul's
Legion five days at Vicksburg and had seen
John and Philip, who were in good health
and sent their love. These prisoners con
fidently predicted that the war could not last
much longer.

Sam and Otto Trenkmann hoped to get
furlough to go home right after they got paid
at their next encampment, where his address
would be S. Amsler, Company G, 4th Regi
ment Texas Cavalry, Camp Raguet, Mil
lican, Brazos Co., Texas.

On Nov 18th, 1862, Sam wrote from
Camp Ruguet (named for their major who
was killed at the Battle of Glorieta Pass, New
Mexico) that the whole regiment was there,
and it had rained ever since they arrived on
the 13th. He said they had plenty of corn
and fodder for the horses, but no tents
they were using blankets to keep the rain off.

Colonel Reiley (sic] had promised that
they would be paid in full "before long" and
be compensated for their horses "tha t we
give over in New Mexico." This letter was to
be delivered by Otto Trcnkmann who was
going to Austin County on furlough, and
Sam hoped to get leave when Otto returned.
He said he would "take the cars" to Hemp
stead to save time; meanwhile, he'd like for
Charles to send him some leaf tobacco.

Sam's next letter home was dated Dec
10th, thanking his parents for material they
had sent him to make a mattress of. Since
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there were only seven in his ten-man tent,
they were very comfortable, he said. He
reported that clothing for the regiment was
being made at Houston; that Colonel Riley
had been promoted to general, Colonel
Hardeman succeeding him. As the latter was
very strict, Sam had not been able to get a
furlough, but he hoped for one when they
moved to the vicinity of Hempstead.

Samuel related that his paint pony was
very fat, and that he had recently sent a let
ter to John and Philip by Mr. Kosse. He
asked if Edward were still at home, and said
they were "drilling in good earnest now,
before noon we drill on horseback and in the
evening as Infantry."

After Christmas Sam wrote tIl(' following

interesting letter:

Dec - 28th 1862

Camp two mls below Harrisburg

My Dear Parents Brother & Sisters

I take the pleasure of w ri ting you a tew Iines to
come up with my promise, & to inform you of our
present location. Dear Sister Eliza I received your
most welcome [letter] you sent by Trenkman
about the 23, which gave me great delight as it
contained letters from John & Philip of whom I
wished to hear something long ago, let us hope
that they have had good luck & a merry Christ
mas, such a one as I had in the city of Houston.

On Christmas eve August Amthor came to
Camp McGruder at Cypress City & brought
along a bot[tle] of wine which I helped to emp
tv, we then went to sleep about 9 oclock quite
1~1erry; we were suddenly awakened about 3 A.M.
bv Col. Hardeman who came up on a spedal
T'rain from Houston. tIe gave orders for liS to get
ready to go down when the tra in came from
above, it came about 8 ock A.M. we It'I't our
horses and baggage behind except a few cooking
utensils & a little provisions also a couple of
Blankets, the other things we left in the care of
those that had no arms, A. Amthor taking care of
my mess's things.

We were hurryed down on the cars at great
speed, when we got to Houston, we stoped a t the
depot a short time when we were marched up
main street, all the town people crowded the side
walks to get a look at Sibley's hell Hounds who
made a terrible noise cheering, and whooping,
with all their might, Gen Scurry was also pres-
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ent on the occation, and I believe he was the only
man of the bystanders that seemed to enjoy the
noise we made, we marched until! we got to the
Galveston depot where we put down our guns and
things to camp, then we (all that wanted to) went
back into town, and had our christmas to our no
tions and I must say I enjoyed myself very well.
The reason that we were ordered down here is
that some 350 of the enemy landed on Galveston
Iland, some say just to have Christmas.

The second and third Hegiments are also down
here and many other troops, Griffins Battalion
camped close to us in Houston they all recieved
new arms on the 25 viz - English Minnie [Minie]
Rifles, several artillery Comys camped there
also among the pieces were two new rifle can
non, Griffin's Battalion went down to Virginia
Point early on the 26 and our Regt only to this
place. Gen. McGrunder [John Bankhead Ma
gruder] is in Houston and many believe that he is
going to take Galveston again I believe it is of no
use for me to write any more news for you can
hear more news from the Houston Telegraph than
I can write. We have a very good camp here plen
ty of wood and water, our tents came down on
the cars yesterday, the other things will be sent
down too, except the Horses which will be left at
Cypress [on the Texas and New Orleans Railroad]
with a detail of men to tend to them. We all drew
all metal shoes last week [for horses?].

If Pa wants to visit me soon I recon he better
take the cars down here. I don't know how long
we will stay at thb place, maby we will move to
some other place shortly it is no telling. It seems
that nearly all the troops in the state arc down in
this part of the Country.

This is about all I know to write so I will close
this letter hoping that you are all well, as I myself
are.

Your Sincere
S. Amsler

Address your letters to Cypress City or Houston
either will do.

Datelined Galveston Jan 6th 1863, Sam's
next letter gave

a limited description of the battle of Galveston.
On the 30 we got on the cars near Harrisburg &
went within 14 miles of Virgin ia Point and on the
31 th we got on them aga in at 9 oclock a t night &
started off for Galveston the 3 Heg't was on a
train just ahead of us, with which we had a colli
sion before we got to Virginia Point in which two
men were severly wounded, this accident hin
dered us so much that the battle had already
begun before our Reg't reached the city we
could see the flash of the cannons very plain for it
was about 4 oclock in the morning our Reg't did
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not take part in the fight. [Note; This may be a
misinterpretation of his handwriting by the per
son who typed this ldter, for Sam apparently
told Miss Mamic' Y('arv: "I was in the battles of
... Galveston, TexaS; ... " Sec' also skc,tch in
COIl.{I'derate lvli/itary History referred to
hereinabove.]

We got off the cars about 2 mls. from the city
and marched in the big cannons making a terrible
noise all the while, the balls & shells reaching
nearly every part of the city ruining some of the
finest houses I ever saw, nearly every house that
a Cannon ball passed throug had hardly a single
unbroken window glass there are a good many
fine buildings greatly injured, we made a toler
able good haul out of the Yanks down here viz.
the Harriett Lane very fine war steamer two
transports & one Scho~ner with all the men &
equipments, the Federals burnt one of their
large ships near pellican spit, which we can see
from here yet, that is what is left of it, I helped
to guard the prisioners and I wish you could have
seen them they are a fine sett of men & as well
equiped as they could be they say that the war
will not last long any more, the officers were
allowed to go about town as they please, they
are all in Houston now I do not believe it is of
any use to write things which you already know,
All the troops are here yet but it is said that our
Brigade will leave here maby in a day or two, and
will start for New Iberia [Louisiana] in a short
time ... [where] it is said that Gen'l Sibley is
waiting for his Brigade .... I found a good many
acquantances down here in Elmores Reg't.

Sam added that there was no post office
operating in Galveston yet, and that every
thing was quiet except for the activity of
Confederate troops fortifying the place. He
reported that a Federal man-of-war was just
outside the bay, which might be attacked by
"our little navy" soon, and that
another thing has taken place today, a deserter
by the name of Nicaragua Smith was executed by
being shot, nearly all the troops on the Iland
were present on the occation he took his death
very coaly with open eyes for he would not be
blindfolded. Dear Charks I heard that the Milli
tia has to leave & that vou have to go too, if this
is tnw, I dont know ~hat in the ~()rld will be
come of our dear old home & those we had to
leave there that are dear to us.

On the 18th of January Sam wrote his
parents and sisters from Cypress City (Harris
County) that he had heard that Waul's Le
gion had been in a battle and he was uneasy
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about John and Philip. He stated that Feder
al ships shelled Galveston one evening but
did little damage, although
that night we had to sleep with our arms to be
ready to march at a minutes warning, and an
other night we heard some very heavy firing on
the Gulf, cause of which I never learned. we had
to work two nights also at the breastworks on
Fort Point at which place we have some huge
cannons. We got orders to march from Galveston
on the evening of the 13th Jan after piling all our
bagage side of the railroad we left the city after
dark and marched toward Verginia Point after
some difficult marching we reached the great
railroad Bridge which [we] crossed and spent the
night without Blankets or shelter, our things did
not get there untill late the next evening, that
night a very cold norther with rain came up in
which our soldiers suffered severly. Verginia
Point is well fortified and we have some very
heavy guns there. We have had some very wet
weather down on the coast and I would not like to
stay down there ... We got here on the evening of
the 16th, I expected to find my horse here yet
but I found out that A. Amthor had taken him
without my knowing it. I am glad of it for he
would only have got poor here & besides it will
give me a chance to go home after him if the Reg't
does not get us mounted as some think we will.

(Editor's note: In the last sentence above,
"us mounted" may read "dismounted" in
the original.)

Sam bemoaned the fact that Charles had
to report for duty, leaving no one at home to
assist their father. He believed that his regi
ment would not leave for Louisiana until
their winter clothing was completed at
Houston. He hoped they would not be dis
mounted so he would have grounds to ask
for a furlough to go home and get his horse
which Mr. Amthor had taken there.

On 16 Mch 1863 Samuel wrote home
from Jasper County that his regiment was
headed for Opelousas, Louisiana. He said
they started from Anderson, passed through
Crockett on the 4th, and had reached a point
30 miles from the Sabine River. They had to
travel on back roads to find forage for the
horses, and covered only ten or twelve miles
a day. Although several of his company had
been left behind with measles, Sam's health
had "never been better." The address he told
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them to write to in Louisiana has been inter
preted in the typescript of his letter as 4th
Regiment J. M. Y., but on page 95 of Texas
in the Confederacy, under "Green's Brigade
(Original organization)" is listed 4th Texas
Mounted Rifles, Lt. Col. Hampton, com
manding in September 1863. And on page
96: "Successive commanders of Sibley's old
brigade were Waller, McNeill and Hamp
ton." When organized, the regiment was
designated 4th Texas Volunteer Cavalry
under Col. James Riley. Two miles above its
camp on the Salado assembled the 5th Texas
Volunteer Cavalry under Col. Tom Green,
with Lt. Col. Harry C. McNeill second in
command. As a major, Edwin Waller Jr. had
led part of Sibley's Brigade to New Mexico.
Later he served in the 2nd Texas Mounted
Rifles and as lieutenant colonel of the 13th
Texas Cavalry Battalion. The casualties of
war brought about many changes of com
manding officers and the merging of de
pleted units.

The next letter from Sam is dated August
3d 1863 at Washington, Louisiana. In it he
told his family that
a young man who belongs to Voigts Comp[any] &
who is personaly acquainted with John & Philip
arrived here in our camp yesterday Just from
Vicksburg he says that John & Philip were both
sick with the fever in the hospital at Vicks
burg, he says that Philip was tolerable sick but
seems to on the recovery & I hope to God they
have both recovered. As you are aware Voigts
Comp was not with the Legion when the same
was taken prisoners at the fall of Vicksburg, but
was also taken sometime afterwards at Yazoo Ci
ty. Wauls Legion was paroled but Voigts Comp
was sent north to Cairo,& all the sick were left at
Vicksburg so it is almost certain that when John
& Philip get well they will be paroled & sent
home, this man says that they are very well
cared for in the hospital which I hope is so. I also
inquired for Cousin Jacob [Schaffner?], he was
well with his company in 'Yankeedom. my in
formant was also sick at Vicksburg & was pa
roled he left that place on the 24th Juty, I
forget the young man's name but he lives at
Roeders Mill when at home, .. The fed's are said
to be coming up again in considerable force &
have got nearly as far as Franklin I have not
heard any late news. When we leave here I expect
we will fall back by degrees to my beloved Texas
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which we will defend as Texians did in former
days, & as true Texians know how to do yet. If the
yanks don't come in too heavy a force we may
fight them soon again without falling back. Our
Brigade has been increased latly, Wallers Bat
talion, the 2 Lousiana Cav & Bates Regt cav. have
been added to it & the whole brigade is under the
Command of Brig-Gen- Tom Green....

We have no other letters from Sam, but ac
counts of the participation of Tom Green's
Brigade in the Louisiana campaigns can be
found in many Civil War histories.

Piecing together several accounts, we
learn that Green's Brigade was "disbanded,
without a formal surrender, on May 20,
1865," while encamped on the Brazos River
in Washington County. Thus, Samuel had
plenty of time to reach home before that
memorable Fourth of July Celebration.

After the War
The History of McLennan, Falls, Bell and

Coryell Counties refers to Samuel Amsler as
"a man of enterprise and push, and one of
the most prominent and influential citizens
of McGregor, McLennan County ... son of a
prominent and highly esteemed pioneer."
The sketch relates that after the surrender,
Mr. Amsler returned home and engaged in
the milling business with his brothers until
1882, when he moved to McGregor. He en
tered the lumber business, selling all kinds of
builders' materials, and "handled cotton,
corn, etc." He owned 175 acres of improved
land, a hotel, and residences besides his
lumber yard. He was a director of the First
National Bank and the Water Company, as
well as Alderman from First Warc!.

Confederate Military History gives few
details of his civilian life, but does spell
Culpeper with single p as customary in Vir
ginia. The sketch states that Sam managed a
sawmill in Montgomery County for 17 years
from 1866; that he was doing a flourishing
business as lumber merchant in McGregor;
that in 1889 he organized First National
Bank and had served as its president four
years; that he served as alderman of
McGregor, and "in every way has been an
enterprising and valuable citizen."
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A History of Central and Western Texas,
Vol. II, displays a picture of Samuel Amsler
on page 842a. Of his life after the Civil War,
the sketch states that he proceeded to Mont
gomery County where he was associated
with his father in the lumber mill business
until 1882 when he moved to McGregor in
McLennan Co. For three years T. B. Hogg
was a partner in Samuel Amsler's lumber
yard; in 1897 his sons were admitted and the
firm became S. Amsler and Company. The
stock was expanded to include hardware,
agricultural implements, vehicles and
leather goods.

Samuel was one of the organizers and a
president of First National Bank; vice
preSident of McGregor Oil and Manufactur
ing Co.; a large stockholder in La Montana
Lumber Co.; and owned both rural and ur
ban real estate. Affiliated with the Dem
ocratic Party and the Methodist Church,
Samuel Amsler was known as civic minded
and "a man of most extraordinary executive
ability and of unquestioned honesty and in
tegrity. "

His nephew, John C. Amsler of Hemp
stead, writing his reminiscences in 1938,
had fond memories of his boyhood when his
task was "keeping track of the cattle belong
ing to the patriarchy. Uncle Sam Amsler was
head of this department and bore more of
the burden of rearing a mischievous boy
than my own father" (Charles Jr., who was
kept busy in the mill). John C. stated that his
Uncle Sam came home from the Civil War
carrying his musket and riding his little
paint pony, which the lad later llsed to han
dle cows. Uncle Sam was skilled at making
feed baskets of white oak and post oak
splints, an art he had learned from one of his
father's first slaves, a man named Smith.

John C. Amsler referred to the somewhat
painful dissolution of the family sawmilling
business about 1882, since it was no longer
profitable for the sole remaining partners,
Charles Jr. and Samuel. Sam had married in
1878, and in 1882 he bought some of the
first town lots sold at auction in McGregor.
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He moved to McGregor January 1st, 1883,
according to his mother's "Family Record"
dictated in 1891. He "educated well" three
sons and one daughter, John C. wrote.

Martha Jane (Culpeper) Amsler

Martha Jane Culpepper/Culpeper was
born 30 Jly 1844 in Alabama, daughter of
L. P. Culpeper who was a millwright, ac
cording to A History of Central and Western
Texas. But History of McLennan . .. Coun
ties states that she was a native of Georgia
and a relative of "the Virginia family of
Culpepers." She is referred to as "Merle" in
The Cat Sp'ring St01'Y, but nowhere else.
John C. Amsler in his writing headed "Co
temporary" related that "Miss Mattie Cul
pepper, a cultured lady of Georgia," came to
Texas with Mr. and Mrs. E. Crew, who had
gone to that state in search of investors for
the Prismoidal Railroad.

She was a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and died 26 Mch 1926.
On 4 June 1878, in Montgomery County,
Martha Jane Culpeper had married Samuel
Amsler. For data on their four children, see
the following names in the Eleventh Genera
tion:

1. Samuel Houston (b. 11 Oct 1879),2. Walter
Scott (b. 17 Mch 1881), 3. Arthur Cleveland (b.
26 Aug 1884), and 4. Lena May (b. 12 May
1886).

10th Generation
ELIZA AMSLER

4. Eliza, only daughter of Charles Conrad
and Mary (Lowenberger) Amsler, was born
S Oct 1843 in Austin County, Texas. She
died 12 June 1921 in Shiner, Lavaca Coun
ty. On 1 Jan 1867 she married Charles
WELHAUSEN (see below).

Eliza, the only sister of four boys, in her ef
fort to keep up with her brothers seems to
have surpassed them in at least one aspect of
horsemanship. Her nephew John C. Amsler
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wrote in "The Torch's Final Flare": "Aunt
Eliza had the reputation of breaking the
young horses, riding such as her brothers
feared to back, at times. She was reputed to
be not only adept but graceful in her horse
manship." He also stated that her husband
Charles Welhausen was a successful business
man all his life.

During the Civil War, Eliza wrote long
and loving letters to her brothers, giving
them news of each other as well as of the
family at home. A typical ending of her let
ters is: "Pa, Ma, Charles & Julia unite with
me in Wishing you a happy Christmas &
New Year, and that God will let us soon
meet in Triumph. Your true Sister, Eliza
Amsler."

On 1S Jan 1863 Eliza wrote to her brother
Samuel: "on the 7th A. Amthor brought
your pony home. No human tongue can tell
the feeling that overcame me at the first mo
ment I saw your horse. I thought that some
thing bad had happened to you; thank God
it was as it is." (Sam's company had been
separated from their horses, but later he got
a furlough to go home and get his pony
again.)

Eliza asked Sam if he had seen the Bald
ingers in Galveston. They had heard that a
bombshell exploded in their cistern, break
ing a great deal of glassware, during the
recapture of that city. To identify the
Baldingers, John C. Amsler wrote that in his
youth

There lived then in Houston a Swiss gentleman
named E. Simler, whose residence was on the cor
ner of Prairie and Louisiana. He was a notary
public and conveyancer. He had a married dau
ghter, Mrs. Baldinger, living in Galveston. His
two daughters, Misses Mollie and Eliza, occupied
the old homestead in quite modern times.

In the same letter, Eliza wrote that Cousin
Edward was still at home, too sick to follow
his command (rejoin his company). This was
probably the son of Marcus Amsler, shown
as a year younger than Sam on the 1850 cen
sus of Austin County.
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Charles Welhausen

Born 2 Sep 1835, Charles Welhausen died
3 (or 8) Nov 1916 at Shiner, Lavaca County,
Texas. He and his wife are buried in Shiner
Cemetery.

In 1969 his grandson, C. C. Welhausen of
Yoakum, wrote that Charles had a twin
sister named Sophie Welhausen who mar
ried Franklin Flato, for whose family the
town of Flatonia was named. Franklin
Flato's sister Sophie married Louis Philip
Amsler, youngest brother of Eliza (Amsler)
Welhausen. The 1969 letter to Mrs. J. 1.
Reitch goes on:

As a matter of interest, Elizabeth, the oldest
daughter of Sophie Welhausen and Franklin
Flato, married Edmond Jersig, who was the
grandfather of Harry Jersig who is now President
of the Lone Star Brewing Company in San An
tonio. Many of the eurly families of Texas intC'r
married and most of thcm were n'laled to (';\ch
other in one way or al1othC'r.

On 3 Mch 1848 Carl Welhausen (Ernst
Christoph Carl Wellhausen in another docu
ment) of Austin County paid $600 to
William von Roeder for 250 1/2 acres on tht"
west side of Mill Creek. In 1856 he sold 15
acres of this tract to Ernst Bergemann, sign
ing "c. Welhausen." (See Supplement
"Land Records. ") Since Charles was too
young to be executing legal do 'uments in
1848, this obviousl was his father, but it is
not clear which one is meant by "C. Wel
hausen" on the 1857 list of members of the
Agricultural Society of Cat Spring, when
Charles was 22.

A typed sketch of the Welhausen family
states that Charles was a captain of artillery
in the Confederate Army, and that he and
Eliza (after their 1867 marriage) lived first
at Highhill, at that time a flourishing com
munity in Fayette County, where records
show that Charles and Philip W. were born
(Early Texas Birth Records 1838-1878, com
piled by Alice Duggan Gracy, Jane Sumner,
and Emma Gene Seale Gentry, Austin,
1969, Vol. I, p. 92). Later the Welhausens
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moved to Shiner in Lavaca County, where
Captain Welhausen became a large land
owner and founded a private bank which is
now the First National Bank of Shiner. He
served as its president until his death.

The guns, roster rolls, diary and other
Civil War equipment that belonged to Cap
tain Charles Welhausen, as well as an ac
count of his war activities, are now in the
possession of the First National Bank of
Shiner.

More on the four children of Captain
Charles and Eliza (Amsler) Welhausen who
reached maturity will be found under their
respective names in the Eleventh Genera
tion.

1. Charles B. (b. 17 May 1871), 2. Philip (b. 9
Aug 1874),3. John (b. 14 Nov 1878; d. 21 Apr
1879), 4. Mamie (b. II 0 ·t 1880; m. Dr. Frank
G. GUITTARD), and 5. Peck (b. 9 Aug 1885).

10th Generation
LOUIS PHILIP AMSLER

5. Louis PhilippelPhilip, fourth son of
Charles Conrad and Mary (Lowenb >rger)
Amsler, was born 2S Jly 1845 at Cat Spring,
Austin County, Texas, and died 14 Jan 1891
in Fayette County (Confederate Pension Ap
plication #20049, Texas State Archi es). At
"old Flatonia," Fayett' County, on 27 Jly
1869, 1. P. married Sophia FLATO (same
source).

According to "Cotemporary," written by
his nephew John C. Amsler of Hempstead,
L. P. Amsler (as he signed his letters) was
named for Louis Philippe, King of the
French 1830-1848, who was reigning at the
time of his birth. Although he likN! to be
called "The Citizen King," Louis Philippe
later became so tyrannical that he was
forced to abdicate. But since the exiled
prince had favored democratic principles
early in life and while he was a youthful
refugee in Switzerland, Charles Conrad
Amsler seems to have admired the king
enough to name a son for him.
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Perhaps his fanciful name stimulated the
boy's imagination, for Philip (as his brothers
and sister called him) led a venturesome life,
and gave a son the romantic name of Wil
liam Tell. He seems to have been optimistic
and enthusiastic about starting new enter
prises, even if the previous one had not been
a financial success. His inclination to be an
entrepreneur could not be stifled even by the
horrible conditions of a Yankee prison
camp - he made trinkets and jewelry*
there which he sold for spending money,
John C. Amsler wrote in "Cotemporary";
and in another place: "Philip without doubt
was the genius of the family, although ex
tremely unfortunate in the course of his
life." And in his "Diary" John C. noted:
"Uncle Philip had made a great many
changes of residence and business, in spite of
which he was my favorite Uncle."

Civil War
Nearly four months before he was 17,

Louis Philip Amsler enlisted (on 4 Apr 1862,
according to a record from the Adjutant
General's Office in Sophia's pension applica
tion file) in the Confederate Army. He was in
Company C of Waul's Second Texas Legion
infantry, Sophia stated in 1911.

At first, as Philip wrote home in August
1862, he was in Captain [Robert] Voigt's
Company E; but on 4 Nov 1862 his brother
John wrote that they were in the Second Bat
talion, Company C, since the reorganization
of Waul's Legion at Holly Springs, Mississip
pi. Philip and his older brother John seenl to
have served together throughout the war ex
cept when separated by illness. For further
details, see the sketch of John Carl Amsler.

They were among the earliest volunteers
when Waul's Legion was organized at Bren
ham by Col. Thomas N. Waul in the summer
of 1862. Its artillery unit was soon sent to
Arkansas and Louisiana; the cavalry bat
talion to Mississippi; and the infantry to

·On page 260 are pictured two such rings whi<:h Miss
Lena Amsler gave to Mrs. Hervey Amslt'r and Louis
Philip Amsler II in 1976.
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Louisiana, then via Vicksburg to Holly
Springs, Mississippi. Here the troops were
reorganized into two battalions but still
called Waul's Legion. Quoting from Hender
son's Texas in the Confederacy:

In February, 1863, the Legion repulsed an at
tack on the Yazoo River by General Washburn's
expedition. One company was detached about
this time, and the remaining eleven companies
were sent to Vicksburg. They were captured at
the fall of Vicksburg, July 4,1863. The members
of the Legion were paroled and exchanged.

Louis Philip and John Carl Amsler seem to
have been in the company that was de
tached, for in his deposition (Pension Appli
cation #20049), E. E. Hildebrandt of Shiner
stated that he was "constantly in the same
company" with Philip until after the fall of
Vicksburg when both were taken prisoner at
Yazoo City in July 1863. He added that
Philip Amsler was taken to prison [Samuel
Amsler was told they were in the hospital] at
Vicksburg, from which part of the prisoners,
including the said L. P., were taken to Fort
Delaware and not released until the close of
the war, and that L. P. "served honorably
and never deserted his command."

Another deposition, made by F. Gebrels
(Gebeols? Gehrels? illegible) of Shiner,
reiterates that L. P. and his brother John in
July 1863 at Yazoo City were "captured by
the enemy and sent north as prisoners of
war." That was on the 12th of July.

In Sophia's pension application file are ex
cerpts from "Records of Prisoners of War"
in Washington, revealing that L. P. Amsler
was captured at Yazoo City and received at
Fort Delaware from Alton Military Prison in
Illinois on the 4th or 5th of March 1864.
Also that he was released 9 June 1865 at
Fort Delaware "on taking the oath of
allegiance. "

Fort Delaware was on mile-long Pea Patch
Island in the Delaware River, about a
quarter mile north of Delaware City,
Delaware. In The Civil War - A Pictorial
Profile, John S. Blay says:

Largest of the Northern prisons was Point
Lookout, Maryland, a tent camp. The worst was
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Fort Delaware, in the river of that name.... At
the dreaded Fort Delaware, Southern inmates de
pended on standing rain water or visits from a
small water boat that filled prison tanks at in
tervals.

For a painfully enlightening revelation of
conditions in both Northern and Southern
prison camps, see American Heritage
Magazine, Vol. X No.5, pp. 5-8, 96-97.
Bruce Catton's article "Prison Camps in the
Civil War" describes Fort Delaware thus:
... barracks were built on marshy ground which
was so soggy that the buildings settled and were
in danger of toppling over; cooking facilities were
inadequate, sanitary conditions were so bad that
typhoid fever was prevalent, and long after the
war a marker was erected in memory of the 2,436
Confederate prisoners who died in the place.

Reproduced in the article are four sketches
made by a Confederate prisoner of war in
that place, where as many as 12,000 men
were confined in an area large enough for
only 1,000. The sketches depict ragged
Rebels refusing to don surplus Federal blues,
men scrambling for crusts of bread, a
hospital scene, and a baptism being con
ducted under the bayonets of sentries.

If she knew or even suspected the ordeals
her sons had been through, it is no wonder
that the mother of John Carl and Louis
Philip Amsler got "gloriously lit up" ("The
Torch's Final Flare") to celebrate their safe
return, that Fourth of July in 1865!

Philip's widow Sophia in her first applica
tion for a Confederate pension (1909) stated
that he was confined 22 months in Fort Del
aware, but 15 would be more accurate since
records show he was received there 4/5 Mch
1864 and released 9 June 1865. The rest of
the 22 months he was in or en route to and
from the military prison at Alton, Illinois,
presumably.

Unfortunately no letters are available
which describe Philip's participation in hard
fighting or his capture, but below is a
chronological outline of his military service
as revealed in his letters home. All were ad
dressed to "Dear Parents and Brethren" ex
cept as noted. These highlights were ab-
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stracted from copies of the letters which
were donated to the Texas Collection of
Baylor University by Sam H. Amsler Jr. of
McGregor, Texas.

1862 25 Aug. From Wheelock, Robertson Co.,
Texas. We left Camp Waul (Washington Co.) on
the 18th and marched about 15 miles per day on
deep sand roads. When we reached the Brazos the
people gave us a barbecue. At Caldwell the ladies
wished to see us parade. C. Fox, the youngest
Sternenberg, and I share a tent now. Today we
received orders to march to Shreveport, Louis
iana. I hope John is well and may reach us soon.

31 Aug. Camp 5 miles from Crockett, Houston
Co. On the 27th we traveled 2S miles from the
Navasota to 3 miles beyond Leona. On the 29th
we camped on the Trinity, which was clear as
crystal. We have put most of our belongings on
the wagon so we have only one blanket each to
carry. It's about 125 miles from Crockett to
Shreveport; will take about two weeks. John
should go direct to Shreveport. We are under Van
Dorn's command; don't know why we do not go
to Arkansas. I heard Sibley's Brigade was going to
Arizona again but hope dear brother Samuel will
not have to go. "Tell Ma that I have a friend now,
Rudolph Sternenberg.... he is a good fellow."
Address me: L. P. Amsler, Company E Infantry,
Captain Voigt, Waul's Legion, Shreveport, Louis
iana. "Today we traveled about 10 miles and by
takeing the rigt road it would have been but 4....
I have no right to complain yet for we get corn
meal and beef with a little bacon yet. It is certain
ly not as you may wish but I have not yet suffered
for want of provisions."

"Camp on the Natchez September 5th 1862
Dear Parents and Brethren

I with pleasure take my pen in hand to inform you
that I am Perfectly healthy and remain with the
strong hope that you may be the same. Mr Regen
brecht brought in a substitute last night for Wm
Hagemann ~ho will return home today and by
him I send this letter.
We arrived here at the Natchez [Ne<:hes HiverJ
about two hours ago it is not a large stream hav
ing low banks but the water is tolerable clear
We passed through Crockett yesterday it is a
nice little town consisting of about 10 stores a few
hotels livery stable & about the size of Brenham
but closer built. We are about 100 miles from
Shreveport yet which will take us 10 or 14 days to
get there from there we are said to go to Monroe

Our Company is in tolerable good health with ex
ceptions, we left Wm Fox in Crockett he is
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very sick ... and spit blood two days before we
left him. I hope he may soon recover. Jacob
Schaffner was sick with the Flu but is now getting
well and will soon be able to \valk.
We came through some Pinery today, Priera
[Prairie] is quite something lWW with us
We have still enough to eat of beef & corn bread
some bacon also.

The day before yesterday a mess principally from
the pinery and Bellville killed a hog which the
owner saw and told the Lt Colonel who had them
put in the guard house but turned them out today.
Last night we (our mess) butchered one but was
not caught at it. (I tell you fresh hog meat tastes
fine nowadays) We generally buy something
along the road such as butter honey &c so we get
along pretty well
If John is not gone yet and is coming yet he may
bring some paper and Envelopes along for there is
no paper in Crockett.
I do not know of any more !WWS a t present so I
will close hoping these few lines may reach you
all perfectly healthy & remaining in the hopes of
hearing from you soon

Frorn 'lour's true Son and Brother
L'1' Amsler"

28 Sep. From Monroe, Louisiana, to "My Dear
Brother Samuel" - "I am perfectly well now,
hoping with all my heart that you may be the
same." We arrived here on the Washita
[Oua-chita] River yesterday and will take the
railroad tomorrow for Vicksburg where we are to
cross the Mississippi "if we can, for the yankees
are expected to hinder us with their gunboats."
Rumor is that we will go to Jackson, Mississippi,
to get "ammo" and join the army under General
Van Dorn. We hear "we have been very vic
torious of late and have penetrated into
Maryland, Kentucky, Pennsylvania and Ohio. I
hope it may be true." Our General T. N. Waul
joined us here; he went to Richmond, Virginia, to
get his commission as brigadier general. I re
ceived your letter of September 9th at Shreveport
and was astonished to meet Brother John there. "I
have not yet seen a piece of country yet that I
have liked as much as Catspring."

28 Sep. From Monroe to parents and brethren.
We hope to cross the Mississippi at Vicksburg
next Wednesday if the yankees will let us. For ra
tions we now have flour, beef, some bacon, and
barley. "Eliza, I have not had a chance to find
something for your Album. Tell Ma that I am get
ting along pretty well so she may not be troubled
so much about me. I will close hopeing that the
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Almighty may protect you all and that we may all
meet soon again."

13 Oct. Holly Springs, Mississippi. We arrived
here the 1Oth having left Vicksburg the 8th and
Jackson the 9th, covering this 220-mile route en
tirely by railroad. We stayed at Vicksburg eight
days, so had a chance to observe the town; many
buildings battered by cannon balls and bomb
shells - "sometimes the half of a brick house
wall knocked down John's letter has a picture
representing this scene Yesterday the 12th we
recieved our arms consisting mostly of old fire
lock muskets converted to percussion with bayo
nets also cartridge boxes cap booi [Bowie knife?]
bayonet scabbard and belt the latter being new
and in good order with 40 rounds of amunition.
There was a battle at Corinth on the 3rd about 60
miles from here the enemy being about 40,000
strong while we was only about 20,000 in which
after 3 days fighting our army under Price and
Van Dorn were forced to retreat to this place. The
weather has been pretty cold since we carne here
having constantly a cold north wind. I do not like
this country at all being rough hilly timbered
country.... We got our pay at Vicksburg for five
months till the 1st of Sept. a Iso 10 cts for each
mile up to that time. My pay amounted to 84 dol
lars we have all got a plenty of Money now but
things are so awful high that we can hardly buy
any thing for instance a pair of common shoes
cost from 7 to 9 dollars and so everything in pro
portion." Louis Cossie [Kosse?] is going home so
I'll send this by him.

27 Oct. Holly Springs. Am recovering from a
cold and fever. It snowed last Saturday, so we put
some hay in our tents for warmth. "There is
smartly talk of we going to Texas." [It was the
dream of every Texan in the Confederate Army
that his unit would be sent back to guard the
beloved Lone Star State!] There are 30-40,000
troops around here and provisions arc running
low, but we trust Waul will not let us suffer; we
are now getting cornmeal and potatoes but little
bacon and beef. Ma must not "have so much
carance about me - I am doing pretty well."

4 Nov. Coldwater Springs, Mississippi. My bad
cold is getting better. Sorry to learn from your let
ter of Oct. 17th that Dear Brother Samuel had to
leave home again. We are about six miles north of
Holly Springs - poor, hilly timberland, prin
cipally red oak, post oak, blackjack and hickory;
very small cotton in large fields. In a week's time
we have had two grand reviews and one battalion



II. CHARLES CONRAD AA'lSLER's son Louis Philip After the War

driU - very dusty work, drilling. We received a
good uniform consisting of good blue cloth pants,
gray woolen jacket (well lim'c!) and gray cap~ we'
can draw shirts and drawers if wanted. Our mess
bought sweet potatoes, dried peaches, etc.; we
have plenty of money but few chances to buy
things.

11 Dec. Camp near Grenada, Mississippi. Am
now well again and have rejoined my command.
At the retreat from Coldwater I was sick and was
sent to the hospital at Canton, Mississippi. After 3
weeks there I went back to Abbeville on the Tal
lahatchie [Lafayette County, Mississippi]. There I
set out on foot for our Legion's camp 20 miles
away; halfway there I learned our army was re
treating to Oxford. Before I could overtake them
the Federals got between me and the army. All I
could do was cut across country and travel pri
vate roads; reached my command on the 9th
"more than one week after the retreat or Skeedad
dIe as the soldiers call it." Before leaving the
Tallahatchie our army destroyed a great deal of
our provisions, arms, ammo, clothing and tents.
"The Feds are in heavy force here"; many of our
Negroes are building breastworks against an ex
pected attack. I drew $59 in pay lately. Weather
is now dry and warmer.

16 Dec. Camp Grenada. We moved to a better
camping place and received tents again. The
town is being fortified; we expect the Feds to try
to flank us as they did on the Tallahatchie. Public
opinion is that the Feds intend to advant:~' on
Vicksburg and attack it by land und water. Corn
meal and beef are still being issued to us, and our
mess throw in mOJll'Y and buy fresh pork (25-:35<1'
per pound) and muttOJl, but the only substitute
for coffee is cornmeal "which does very well."
"We cook plenty of mush which tastes No.1 with
a little sugar or molasses." I have "upwards of
$100, more than I {'ver had ill my life." Thanks to
Ma for the $5 in gold that she sent as a Christmas
gift; "it may some limp or other do me more good
than all the paper money that I have got." Sint:{'
our new t('l1ts are larger, Ilwsses had to be
reorganized; so wC' now havl' 13 men, including
Jacob Schaffner, Charles Longhammer, Herman
Luks and F. Prahm (Hagemann's substitute).
Grenada is u nice town on Yellowbushy
[Yalobusha] H.iver and on the Mississippi Centr~1
and Creat Northern Hailroad." IClwrad('ristic of
the loY(' and solicitude that ('xis ted in this family,
Philip's ending reads:] "hoping with all my heart
that these few lines may reach you all in perfed
health and that it may be the Almighty's will for
us all to meet soon. From Yours true Son and
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Brother, L. P. Amsler." [Perhaps because he was
addressing several people, Philip nearly always
put an "s" on "Your" in such cases.]

On the same day, Philip wrote a short note
to his brother Sam, saying he was glad Sam
had not yet had to leave the state, and that
he expected John had written him all the
news.

1863 22 Feb. Camped on the Yazoo River. We
received your letter of Jan. 9th on Feb. 14th. On
the 15th instant [this month] we left camp 15
miles from Vicksburg and marched five miles to
Haine's Landing on the Yazoo; boarded a steam
boat and started upriver but did not travel at
night because the boat was so big it might go
aground. It took us four clays to reach this place,
a distance of 225 miles [He probably meant miles
covered following the convolutions of the river,
not as the crow flies.] We are camped seven miles
below the junction of the Yalobusha and Talla
hatchie rivers which form the Yazoo, and are
erecting hpavy breastworks of cotton bales. "I
think the Yanks ought to have more sense than to
think that they can still conquer us." I'm sorry to
learn that Charles had to turn out with the mili
tia, but have since heard they were allowed to
return home to plant their crops.

After the War

Since Philip was only 20 when he returned
from the war, he seems to have stayed at
home ancl worked for his father the four
years before his marriage in 1869. His
various enterprises after that were described
by his nephew in his diary. John C. Amsler
wrote that Philip moved from Hempstead to
Flatonia, where he operated a beer brewery
for a while. Later he discovered a bed of
kaolin (pure white clay) and attempted to
manufacture pottery; thcll, finding mineral
water on the land, he established a health
resort. Having skillful hands, he "worked as
a carpenter when his enterprises went bad."

About 1880 he was thus employed by his
brother Sam at McGregor in some of his
projects. When Charles Jr. moved to Hemp
stead about 1885, Philip bought the Mont
gomery County 200-acre sawmill homestead
and decided to go into the apiary business,
but "it was not satisfactory and he had the



Sophia (Plato) Amsler DO Pension Application

misfortune to suffer a compound fracture of
his thigh bone which shortened his limb and
made him a cripple for life."

About this time he moved to Plantersville
in Grimes County in order to send his older
children to school while he worked at the
carpenter trade. From there he moved to
Shiner in Lavaca County and became its
first mayor (1969 letter of C. C. Welhausen
to Mrs. J. L. Reitch). Philip's daughter
Sophie was born there and named for her
mother, whom John C. Amsler called "the
most patient and loving wife I have ever
known, who survived him many yea rs."
Philip's health failed and he died in January
1891, John C. wrote.

The exact chronology of Philip's enter
prises is difficult to ascertain because John
C. Amsler wrote varying accounts. In his
"Cotemporary," dated April 1938, the fami
ly chronicler stated that his Uncle Philip had
spent some time as a carpenter with Uncle
Sam in McGregor, but wanderlust seized
him again; he bought 200 acres embracing
the sawmill homestead in Montgomery
County about 1880 and started an apiary. In
1867 [should be 1869] he married Sophie
Flato, spent two [he said four in "The
Torch's Final Flare"] years at the sawmill in
Montgomery County, then moved to Hemp
stead where, on Lot # 116, his father
established a planing mill and lumber yard
for him. When the mill proved unsuccessful,
it was dismantled, refitted, and opened as
the St. Charles Hotel, with Philip as
operator. Young John C. remembered being
present at the opening, when free luncheon
and dinner were served.

Another of Philip's forays into the world
of commerce was the establishment of a
broom factory, but the time and place of this
venture were not specified by his nephew.

Sophia (Flato) Amsler

Sophia (Sophie) Flato was the sister of
Franklin who married Sophie Weihausen,
twin sister of Charles who married Eliza
Amsler. Eliza was the sister of Louis Philip
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Amsler. "Flatonia ... was established by the
Southern Pacific Railroad in 1873 Set-
tlers in old Flatonia, a mile away loaded
their houses on wagons and staged a mass
migration . . . the town was named for a
pioneer merchant, F. W. Flato" (The Hand
book of Texas, Vol. I, p. 610).

Documents in the Texas State Archives at
Austin show that Sophia filed two applica
tions for a pension as the widow of a Con
federate soldier: (1) Form B. 1390, Widow's
Application for Pension, filed 16 Oct. 1909,
and marked "service OK [but] too much
property" and (2) #20049, signed 1 Feb
1911, witnessed by Charles H. Flato, E. J.
Merrem, and R. Valenta. The latter as coun
ty assessor certified that she had property
assessed at $900.50 on the county rolls.

Combining Sophia's statements on the two
applications reveals the following data: She
was born at New Ulm, Austin County, about
1852. She had lived 23 years in Lavaca
County and was then residing at Moulton,
ten miles north of Shiner. She was married
27 Jly 1869 at "old Flatonia" in Fayette
County to L. P. Amsler, who died 14 Jan
1891 in Fayette County.
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Accompanying Sophia's first applica tion
is a statement (dated 15 Oct 1909) by Judge
W. R. McCutchan that she was assessed for
$1105 on the tax rolls, property consisting of
a half interest in the homestead on which she
lived. $1,000 may have been the cut-off
point, since the 1911 application showing
her owning only $900 worth of property
seems to have been accepted.

Since Sophia's pension file is marked
"Dead 3-3-33," it is assumed that a death
certificate dated 25 Feb 1933 pertains to
her. It was issued in Nueces County under
the name Sophia Augustus Amsler. Sophia
was living with her grandson Louis Philip II
(son of William Tell) in Robstown when she
died, he states.

See Eleventh Generation for more details
about the following six children of Louis
Philip and Sophia (Flato) Amsler:

1. Lilly Elizabeth (b. 27 Jly 1870; m. Henry W.
YEAGER), 2. Estella (b. 30 Mch 1874; d. 12 Aug
1876),3. Charles Conrad II, 4. Alma (b. ca 1878?
died young), 5. William Tell (b. 1 Jly 1880), and
(5. Sophia (b. ] 8 Jan 1886).

11 th Generation
JOHN CHARLES AMSLER

1. John Charles (occasionally seen as Carl
or Conrad, but usually John C. Amsler), the
first son of Charles Jr. and Julia Martha
(Meyer) Amsler, was born 30 Mch 1864 at
Cat Spring, Austin County, Texas, and died
17 Sep 1946 at Hempstead in Waller Coun
ty. On 11 Nov 1888 he married Annie Em
ma LaMAIR/LINDEMAN of Austin, Texas.

Annie was born 11 Nov 1869 and died 24
Dec 1950 in Waller County, where she and
her husband were both buried in the Hemp
stead Cemetery. Her father, Major Charles
LaMair, was buried in the military cemetery
at San Antonio. Annie's mother married Ber
nard Lindeman when Annie was so young
that she assumed the name Lindeman with
out adoption (but apparently her brother re
mained Charles LaMair Jr.). In fact, her
descendants almost forgot her real surname,
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Tool Chest Made by Bernard Lindeman,
Stepfather of Annie LaMair Who
Married John Charles Amsler, the
Chronicle1'

since she named her first son Carl Lindeman
Amsler!

In the 1872-73 City Directory of Austin
can be seen the name B. Lindeman, a ma
chinist at Charles Pecht's machine shop and
brass foundry on Red River between Hickory
and Ash (now 8th and 9th) streets. Lindeman
lived near the Freight Depot, but no depend
ents are shown in this business directory.

John Charles Amsler was the family
chronicler. We owe our deepest gratitude to
him for preserving the history of the Amslers
who came to Austin's colony in Texas. His
longest writing is entitled "The Torch's
Final Flare," for he was 74 when he finished
it. In this opus he alternated family history
with comments on the current scene. That
work was the inspira tion for and the founda
tion upon which this book was based. See
Supplement "Recollections" for the his
torical excerpts.

John C. Amsler also kept a diary and
wrote his personal observations on his own
and the preceding generations, whi<.:h he
called "Cotemporary - April 27, 1938."
Discounting a few memory lapses about
dates and such, "Uncle John's" chronicles
are remarkably accurate and delightfully
vivid. The reader is referred to Supplement



Biographical Sketches

The Family Chronicler, John C. Amsler, and Wife (nee Annie LaMair/Lindeman) in
Front of TheiT Sons: Cad, Lama?', Jack, and FTancis

"Recollections" for details of the life of John
C. Amsler and his immediate family, as he
recalled them. One other item that he
recorded elsewhere is that he spent a year as
Storekeeper and Accountant at the Austin
State Hospital.

For an outsider's summation of the life of
John C. Amsler, here is the biography
printed in 1910 in Historical Review of
South-East Texas by Lewis Publishing Com
pany, Chicago, Volume II, page 753: [Note
errors.]

John Charles Amsler is prominently known in
central and western Texas as a manufucturer of
cotton seed products, and his ancestors for many
generations back were also identified with the
milling business, both in their native country of
Switzerland and in America. The Amsler family
was founded in Texas by Charles Conrad Amsle;,
who came from Switzerland in 1833, and located
at Cat Springs in Austin County, where he was
engaged in farming and later in the cotton gin
business. In 1866 he moved to Montgomery
County and took up saw milling, retiring from
that business in 1870, and he died in 1872, when
sixty-six years of age. [He died in 1874.] Charles
Amsler, his son and the father of John C., was
born at Cat Spring, and he engaged in the milling
business with his father in Montgomery County
until 1885, when he moved with his family to
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Hempstead, where he became prominently e011

netted with the cotton seed oil and ginning in
dustry, and he followed that line of \.\fork until his
death in 1891, when fifty-six yc:ars of age. He had
married Julia Meyer, also from Texas.

John C. Amsler, one of the sons of Charles and
Julia Amsler, was born at Cat Spring in Austin
County, Texas, the original home of the family in
this state, March 30, 1864, and he attended
Markey's private school near Plantersville and
the Southwestern University at Georgetown. On
leaving the school room to take up life's active
duties, he engaged with his father in the cotton oil
business, and after the latter's death in 1891 he
took charge of the business and has operated it to
the present time.

He married in 1889 Miss Annie Linderman, a
daughter of B. Linderman, for many years master
mechanic for the H.&T.C. Railroad Company,
and the four sons of this union are Carl L., Lamar
B., Jack B., and Francis J. Mr. Amsler is a mem
ber of the Hempstead Lodge of Masons and
Woodmen of the World and of the Sons of Herr
mann. In politics he is allied with the Democratic
party.

In 1975, Francis J. Amsler sketched his
father's life as follows:

John Charles Amsler was born March 30, 1864
in Cat Spring, Austin County, Texas. He was the
eldest son of Charles and Julia Meyer Amsler. As
a youth, he attended Markey's private school near
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Plantersville; he attended Southwestern Universi
ty in Georgetown 1880-1882, and in 1884, en
rolled in the Commercial College of the Universi
ty of Kentucky at Lexington. In 1889, he married
Annie LaMair Lindeman of Austin, Texas.

He entered business with his father in Hemp
stead, Texas in 1885. Following his father's death
in 1891, he continued to manage the C. Amsler
Estate with the help of his brother Louis and his
brother-in-law Theodore Ahrenbeck. Starting
with a cotton gin, cottonseed oil mill and a
lumber yard, the business was expanded to in
clude a water and light plant, a grocery store,
farms, and cattle, and a substantial interest in the
Farmers National Bank in Hempstead, of which
he was President at one time.

Active in civic affairs in Hempstead, he was in
strumental in establishing a library. Active
throughout his adulthood in the Presbyterian
Church, he was an "elder" in the church at
Hempstead. In 1923, he was elected to the Texas
House of Representatives from District 20, com
prised of Waller and Fort Bend Counties, and was
re-elected to a second term.

John Charles and Annie Emma
(LaMair/Lindeman) Amsler had five
children. The four who lived to maturity are
sketched below.

1. Carl Lindeman, 2. Jean (b. 28 Aug 1893; d.
19 Jan 1894), 3. Lamar Bayard, 4. Jack Bernard,
and 5. Francis Julian.

12th Generation
CARL LINDEMAN AMSLER

Carl Lindeman and Bonnie Rebecca
(Wood) Amsler
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1. Carl Lindeman, first son of John
Charles and Annie (LaMair) Amsler, was
born 20 Nov 1889 and died 24 Jan 1946 in
Waller County, Texas. He was buried in the
Hempstead Cemetery. On 1 Sep 1912 he
married Bonnie Rebecca WOOD (b. 18 Oct
1889).

Carl was given his middle name because
his mother was so devoted to her stepfather,
Bernard Lindeman. Mr. Lindeman was a
master mechanic, having set the first steam
engine for Anheuser Busch in St. Louis,
about 1870, before he moved to Austin.

Carl Lindeman Amsler attended Austin
College at Sherman, Texas. He was with the
U.S. Post Office in Hempstead, and was a
member of the Presbyterian Church.

Carl 1. and Bonnie (Wood) Amsler had
three children:

1. John Carl, 2. Dan Wood, and 3. Elizabeth
Anne.

13 th-15 th Generations
JOHN CARL AMSLER

1. John Ca rl, first son of Ca rl Lindeman
and Bonnie Rebecca (Wood) Amsler, was
born 22 June 1913 in Waller County, Texas.
On 25 June 1947 he married Lillian Sledge
MILLER (b. 21 June 1923; d. 12 Jly 1966;
buried in Fields Store Cemetery).

On 9 June 1968, at the First Methodist
Church Chapel, John Carl married Lyrlie
Elizabeth (Beth) STEWART Worsham (b. 21
Mch 1929). Beth was educated at St. Louis
Institute of Music and Washington Universi
ty. She had a musical career, including per
forming and teaching piano and voice.

John Carl was a chief petty officer in the
Navy, serving in the Pacific Theater during
WorId War II. He is currently employed by
the Post Office Department at Hempstead,
and "keeps the land working to carryon the
Amsler tradition as land owners."

John Carl and Lillian Sledge (Miller)
Amsler had three children:

a. John Allen, who was born 10 June 1948,
married Joy SANDERS on 28 Nov 1968.



Dan Wood Amsler 00 Elizabeth Anne (Amsler) Pickett

John Allen received the B.S. degree from the
University of Houston. He served as a heli
copter pilot in Vietnam, and is now in the in
surance business in Longview, Texas. John
Allen and Joy (Sanders) Amsler are the
parents of two sons:

i. John Britton (20 Apr 1971), and
ii. Nathan Aaron (6 May 1975).

b. Mildred Elaine, first daughter of John
Carl and Lillian Sledge (Miller) Amsler, was
born 29 Jly 1949. On 30 Aug 1968 she was
married to Michael Dane WARREN. He
served in Vietnam during that war. Michael
earned a degree from Sam Houston Universi
ty and has a position with American Na
tional Insurance Compan, in Houston. Thc
Warren children are:

i. Dana Michelle (23 Dec 1971), and
ii. Stacy Renee (6 Dec 1975).

c. Bethany Renee, second daughter of John
Carl and Lillian Sledge (Miller) Amsler, was
born 21 June 1951. On 24 May 1969 she
was married to William Wallace SOULE. A
graduate of A&M University, William Wal
lace was in the Navy Pilot Training Program
during the Vietnam War. He is employed by
the Fisher Engineering Company at Mis
souri City, Texas. William and Bethany
Renee (Amsler) Soule are the parents of two
sons:

i. William Christopher (20 Apr 1971),
and

ii. Jeffrey Scott (20 May 1975).

13th-14th Generations
DAN WOOD AMSLEH

2. Dan Wood, second son of Carl
Lindeman and Bonnie Rebecca (Wood)
Amsler, was born 7 Apr 1915 in Waller
County, Texas. On 15 Feb 1948 he married
Lucille CHAMBERLAND (b. 8 Apr 1924).

He received a degree from Texas A&M
College in 1938 and served in the Army dur
ing World War II. He is now ranching near
Lampasas.
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Dan Wood A msler, Elizabeth Anne (A.)
Pickett, and John Carl Amsler

Dan Wood and Lucille (Chamberland)
Amsler have two sons:

a. Charles Lindeman (8 Jly 1960), and
b. Robert Wood (12 Jly 1963).

13th-14th Generations
ELIZABETH ANNE (AMSLEH) PICKETr

3. Elizabeth Anne, first daughter of Carl
Lindeman and Bonnie Rebecca (Wood) Ams
ler, was born 5 Oct 1916 in Waller County,
Texas. On 1 Sep 1939 she was married to
Edward Bradford PICKETT (b. 18 Apr
1913).

Brad Pickett received his law degree from
the University of Texas. Including his two
sons, four generations of Picketts have prac
ticed law in Liberty, Texas. There are many
interesting references to the pioneer Pickett
family in Liberty, Liberty County, and the
Atascosito District by Miriam Partlow
(Jenkins Publishing Co., Austin, 1974).

During World War II, Brad served in the
Navy; in peacetime, he has been mayor and
county judge. The Picketts are members of
the Roman Catholic Church.

Edward Bradford and Elizabeth Anne
(Amsler) Pickett are the parents of two sons:

a. Edward Bradford Jr. was born 7 Dec
1940. On 6 June 1964 he married Sandra
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Jean JIRCIK (b. 29 Dec 1942). He holds a
law degree from the University of Texas and
practices law in Liberty with his father. He
served with the Coast Guard in Vietnam.
"Sandy" majored in Government at the
University of Texas and has been elected to
the City Council of Liberty.

b. Carl Nolan was born 11 Jan 1947. He
also is in his father's law firm (having earned
his LL.B. at the University of Texas at Aus
tin), and is a Certified Public Accountant as
well.

12th Generation
LAMAR BA YARD AMSLER

Lamar and Ethel Amsler on Their
52nd Anniversary in 1975

3. Lamar Bayard, second son of John
Charles and Annie (LaMair) Amsler, was
born 24 May 1896 a t Hempstead, Waller
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County, Texas. On 24 Nov 1923 he married
Ethel Valeria NEWMAN (b. 23 Aug 1902 at
Caldwell, Burleson County).

Lamar attended Peacock Military
Academy at San Antonio, St. Edward's Col
lege in Austin, and Texas A&M College
(three months in 1915). During World War
I, he served in the 34th Area Squadron as a
sergeant major.

For a time, Lamar was associated with the
administration of the C. Amsler Estate in
Hempstead, then entered the U.S. Postal
Service. Since retirement, he has continued
to raise cattle as he has done for 30 years. He
is a Presbyterian.

Ethel (Newman) Amsler assisted her
father-in-law by driving hi,m all over the
countryside when he was recording his
memoirs. (See Supplement HRecollections"
for John C. Amsler's "The Torch's Final
Flare," etc.) Ethel is the daughter of James
L. and Annie (Garrett) Newman.

Lamar B. and Ethel (Newman) Amsler
were the parents of two children:

1. Robert Lamar, who was born 28 Jan
1928 at Houston and died 15 June 1950. He
was buried at Hempstead, Texas. Bobby was
in a car accident during his senior year at
Texas A&M and never regained conscious
ness. (The Index to Death Certificates shows
a Bobby Amsler who died in Harris County
on 13 June 1950.)

2. Ethel Jean, who was born 1 Mch 1932
at Hempstead, Texas, and married William
Walter CATHRINEH. - see 13th Genera
tion.

13th & 14th Generations
ETHELJEAN (AMSLER) CATHRINER

2. Ethel Jean, only daughter of Lamar
Bayard and Ethel (Newman) Amsler, was
born 1 Mch 1932 at Hempstead, Waller
County, Texas. On 21 Sep 1957 she was
married to William Walter CATHRINER (b.
12 Mch 1928, Whittier, California).

Jean received a B.A. degree from the
University of Texas at Austin, where she



Cathriner Descendants of II. CHARLES CONRAD AMSLER

Front Row: Bill Cathriner and Grandfather, Lamar Amsler. Back Row: William
WalteT, Jean (Amsler) and "Cheri" Cathriner; Ethel (Newman) Amsler

became a member of Kappa Alpha Theta 50- American Association of Cost Engineers,
rority. According to The Cat Spring Story, Houston Industrial Distributors Association,
she was an airline hostess at one time. It is and two committees of Houston Chamber or
interesting to note that her country home Commerce - A iation and International
(out from Hempstead) was built of lumber Business.
from the first lumber mill the Amslers had in In appreciation of his supporting a
Montgomery County. scholarship at A&M, on 14 April 1976 Bill

Bill is the son of William Marcus and received from A&M University a plaque
Dorothy (Walter) Cathriner. He attended the which reads: "The Faculty and Students of
University of Arizona at Tucson and the the Engineering Technology Department ex-
University of Southern California. He holds press appreciation to Coastal Supply Com-
a B.S. in Industrial Management, and is a pany for support of the Industrial Distribu-
member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. tion Program."

W. W. Cathriner is president of Coastal William Walter and Ethel Jean (Amsler)
Supply Company, which he acquired about Cathriner are the parents of two children:
1967. Coastal and its subsidiary sell pipe, a. Cheryl Amsler, who was born 9 Oct
valves, and fittings to refineries and related 1958 at Houston, Texas. Cheri attended Lee
companies in the United States and abroad. High School and St. John's School. She
Bill is a member of Society of Petroleum received the DAR Award for Good Citizen-
Engineers, American Petroleum Institute, ship; at Camp Waldemar (near Hunt, Texas)
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II. CHARLES CONRAD AMSLER's Descendants: jack Bernard Amsler D D Francis julian Amsler

she won riding and swimming honors plus
gold medals for fencing, archery, and
riflery. Cheri was presented in the Brenham
Maifest pageant and at the Houston
Heritage Society Ball in 1975. She serves as
a Junior Volunteer at Texas Children's
Hospital.

b. William Walter Jr. was born 4 Sep 1962
at Houston, Texas. Bill attends Kincaid
School. At Camp Longhorn he won the blue
ribbon in the swimming meet and has won
awards for sports and wildlife. Bill shows
great promise of becoming a star athlete in
baseball and football.

12th Generation
JACK BERNARD AMSLER

4. Jack Bernard, third son of John Charles
and Annie (LaMair) Amsler, was born about
1903, relatives say. Possibly he was the per
son listed in the Index to Birth Certificates as
"John," born 4 Oct 1903 in Waller County,
Texas. He died in 1931.

Jack Bernard attended Allen Academy at
Bryan, Texas, prior to entering Texas A&M
College. He served in the U.S. Navy one
year; was appointed to the Naval Academy
at Annapolis in 1925 but could not remain
because he was color blind. Jack never mar
ried, and was employed by the E. R. Squibb
Co. in Nt'w York at the time of death.

12th GelwratiOI1
','HANe,s JLILI:\N :\1'\'lSLEH

5. Francis j u Iia n, fourth son of John
Charks and Annip (LaMair) Amslpr, was
born 22 Apr 1907 at Hempstead, Waller
County, T<'xas. On H S<'p 1935 1H' married
Wilobel "Bill" JONES Johnson
(1900-1974).

Wi!o!>('I's daughtpr, jan(' Anne johnson
(I>. 1925) was married in 194(i to Joe P.
Godleski, a pilot in the U.S. Air Force.

The second marriage of Francis ]. Ams
ler was on 21 june 1975, to Eliza Alice
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Francis and Alice (Archer) Amsler in
1975

AHCHEH. Bull (1). 13 Apr 1909). Slw was
th(' daught<'r of T. j. and Alice Eliza
(Moseley) Archer of Holland, Texas.

After attending the University of Texas,
Alice was the private secretary to Mrs. Per
cy V. Pennybacker. Then 1930-1951 she
was with the U.T. Department of Inter
collegiate Athletics, becoming adminis
trative assistant and rootball ticket man
ager. Her first husband \vas A. C. Bull of
Austin, Texas, who died 27 Dl'C 1967.

There is an amusing error in The C'at
Sprillg Story, which lists Francis as "I'. J.
Amsler, son of John C. and Francis
Julia II."

After graduating from l-Iempst('ad High
School, Francis J. Amsler ('ntl'red the
employ or E. M. Scarbrough & Sons de
partllwnt ston' in Auslin, Texas, in which
he rema ined until retiring as vice-president
in December 1972. He continues to maintain
offices al Scarbroughs where, as Vice Presi
dent Emeritus, he is a highly respected con
sultant, having had ('xperi('nce in credit, per
sonnel, store management, and other phases
of the business.

Among his extra-curricular activities,
Francis served as president of the Retail



Mollie (Amsler) Ahrenbeck

Credit Executives of Texas (1942-43), presi
dent of the Retail Merchants Association of
Texas (1960), president of the Austin Better
Business Bureau (1952), and continues to
be active in the Austin Chamber of Com
merce. He is an elder in the First Southern
Presbyterian Church in Austin and has
been active in church organizations such
as the Austin Area Conference of Churches.

11 th Generation
MOLLIE AMSLEH

2. Mollie, first daughter of Charles Jr.
and Julia Martha (Meyer) Amsler, was
born 2 Jly 1866 and died 14 May 1950.
One account gives Madisonville, Madison
County, Texas, as her birthplace, but no
mention of her parents' residence there has
been seen by this compiler. The Ahrenbeck
monument in the cemetery at Hempstead
reads "AHHENBECK - Theodore 1861
1943 - Mollie Amsler 1866-1950 - Louis
- Hugh - Sonny" (the last three being
sons who died in infancy). The father,
Theodore, died 21 Jan 1943.

We are not informed when Mollie mar
ried Theodore Louis Bernard Ahrcnbeck,
but she was referred to as ·'Mrs. Theo
Ahrenbeck of Hearne" when the historian

John Henry Brown mentioned the survivors
of her father, who died in 1891 (Indian
Wars and Pioneers of Texas).

Theodore Ahrenbeck was l)orn 26 Mc:h
1861 at Spring Branch, then a farming set
tlement in Harris County peopled mainly
by families of German descent. Ahrenbccks
were among the first five founding families
of the community named for the creek that
flows through it. In 1848 Daniel Ahren
beck was one of the pioneers who helped
organize the church that eventually be
came St. Peter United Church of Christ. He
was the father of Theodore and moved to
Hempstead in later life.

When the Agricultural and Mechanical
College of Texas opened its doors on 4 Oct
1876, fifteen-year-old 1. L. B. Ahrenbeck
entered as a freshman. He attended two
years (A&M had only a two-year course at
first), and in the Directory of Former

L to R: Julia (Meyer) Amsler and Three Daughters: Mollie (A.) Ahrenbeck, Annie (A.)
Thornton, and Julia (A.) Farquahar
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ThfYodorl' A1Jrl'llbeck]T. ("Boots")

Students 1876-1970, his name is followed
by the letters "G.C." which stand for
"Genera I Courses."

Some random notes sta te that the Ahr
enb('cks had a wagon fa dory in 1859, and
that William Ahrenbeck was mayor of
Hempstead 1864-66, followed by Daniel.

In 1874 the Ahrenbccks built the Waller
County jail for $2,850. This building was
later used as the first public school.
Ahrenbeck's and the First National Bank
of Hempstead were located a t 13th and
Austin streets.

The accompanying picture shows Thea
and Mollie with (seated) their son "Boots"
and Mollie's sistt'r Julia (Amsler) Far
quahar on the bridge between Hempstead
and Bellville.

Theodore and Mollie (Amsler) Ahrenbeck
had four known children, but dates of only
the last one arc known - St'(' below.

1. Louis (died in infancy), 2. Hugh (died in ill
fancy), 3. Sonny (dit'd in infallcy), and 4.
Theodore (Boots, b. 2G Dcc 19(3).

Boots, Mamie Nell and John Charles
Ahrenbeck about 1942
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Standing: Theo and Mollie (A.) Ahren
beck. Seated: Boots and His Aunt Julia
(A.) Farquahar-

12th Generation
THEODORE AHHENBECK JR.

4. Theodore (called "Boots"), the fourth
son of Theodore Louis Bernard and Mollie
(Amsler) Ahrenbeck, was born 26 Dec
1903 at Hempstead, Waller County, Texas,
and died 18 Aug 1971 at Houston. On 6
Dec 1933 Boots married Mamie Nell
TOWLES (b. 13 Oct 1909).

Boots was employed by the First Nation
al Bank of Houston in 1923, starting as a
clerk. By attending Houston Law School at
night, he was able to achieve an LL.B.
degree in 1929.

In 1956 when the First National Bank
merged with the First City National Bank
and took its name, Theo Ahrenbeck Jr.
became a vice-president, serving until his
retirement 31 Dec 1968.

Boots served his country in the Texas Na
tional Guard and as a first lieutenant in
the 36th Infantry Division, having enlisted
25 Nov 1939. In 1942 he was with Head
quarters in Massachusetts, and in 1945 he
was in Japan with the Army of Occupa-



John Charles, Anabeth Chew, and Patricia Ahrenbeck DO Louis Daniel Amsler

tion. He became a colonel in the U.S. Ar
my Reserve Corps in 1950.

The descendants of Boots Ahrenbeck
have distinguished ancestry in the maternal
line, as well. His wife was the daughter of
John and Annie Beth (Chew) Towles of
Houston, so they are descended from the
prominent Chew family of Maryland, from
a Bishop of London, from a Mayflower
passenger, and from Pocahontas, daughter
of Chief Powhatan, the Indian maid who
married John Rolfe in 161 7.

Boots and Mamie Nell (Towles) Ahren
beck were the parents of three children:

1. John Charles, 2. Anabeth Chew, and 3.
Patricia Louise.

13th & 14th Generations
JOHN CHARLES AHRENBECK

1. John Charles, only son of Theodore
(Boots) and Mamie Nell (Towles) Ahren
beck, was born 26 Nov 1936 in Houston,
Texas. On 26 Dec 1956 he married Mary
Lynn WILSON (b. 5 Mch 1939).

John Charles received his B.S. degree
from the University of Houston. In 1975 he
was district manager of Graybar Electric
Company at Carmel, Indiana.

John Charles and Mary Lynn (Wilson)
Ahrenbeck have two daughters:

a. Lynn Marie Wilson (b. 14 Oct 1957),
whose outstanding scholastic achievements
enabled her to enter the University of
Florida as a sophomore in 1975, and

b. Elizabeth Anne who was born 28 Mch
1962.

13th & 14th Generations
ANABETH CHEW AHRENBECK

2. Anabeth Chew, first daughter of Theo
(Boots) and Mamie Nell (Towles) Ahren
beck, was born 27 May 1945. On 29 June
1965 she was married to Thomas Dale
KARL and had two children:

a. Trisha Ann (b. 9 Mch 1966), and
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b. Sean Darrell (b. 20 Dec 1969).
After her first marriage ended in

divorce, Anabeth married Clem C.
MURSKI on 3 Sep 1971.

13th Generation
PATRICIA AHRENBECK

3. Patricia Louise, second da.ughter of
Theodore (Boots) and Mamie Nell (Towles)
Ahrenbeck, was born 1 Nov 1946 and
married John David PARKER.

Patricia graduated from the University
of Texas with a degree in Home Economics
and is an interior decorator. John took his
B.B.A. in Finance at U.T. also, and is now
a vice-president in the National Depart
ment of First City National Bank of
Houston.

11 th Generation
LOUIS DANIEL AMSLER

3. Louis Daniel, second son of Charles Jr.
and Julia Martha (Meyer) Amsler, was
born 2 Mch 1869 in Montgomery County,
Texas, and died 29 Dec 1924 in Waller
County. On 28 Apr 1892 he married
Ralphie Virginia HERVEY (b. 27 Jly 1871,
Opelika, Lee County, Alabama; d. 17 Oct
1918, in Pensacola, Florida. She was
buried at Hempstead).

In his youth Louis Daniel Amsler at
tended the Marke. private school at Plant
ersville, and in 1885 he matriculated at
the Agricultural and Mechanical College of
Texas in Brazos County. Louis graduated
in 1889 with the degree of Bachelor of
Mechanical Engineering, and, as captain
of cadets, was presented the handsome
sword pictured here. Engraved on the



II. CHAHLES CONRAD AMSLER Descendant Louis Daniel Amsler and Wife Ralphie

it

I

sword are the words "Capt. L. D. Amsler,
Company B." (For names of other Amslers
who have attended A&M, see Supplement
"Miscellaneous - Collegiate.") "L. D.
Amsler - M.E. 1889" is listed in the 1895
A&M yearbook entitled Olio, a collector's
item in the permanent collection.

After college Louis was connected with
his fa thcr in the cottonseed oil and gin
business until 1901, when he accepted the
cashiership of Farmers National Bank of
Hempstead. He became a stockholder, di
rector and treasurer of the Citizens Water
Company, as well as president of the
Hempstead Cotton Warehouse Company.

The old Amsler home in Hempstead
burned shortly before Hervey was born 
everything was lost. Louis D. Amsler re
built the house in the same place in 1898.

L. D. Amsler was appointed to the Board
of Directors of Texas A&M College by
Gov. Joseph D. Sayers in 1901, and served
at least through September 1905, the latter
part of his tenure being under Gov.
S. W. T. Lanham. Louis was a member of
the Hempstead Lodge of the Masonic Or
der, Modern Woodmen of America, and
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Sons of Herrmann, and was affiliated with
the Democratic Party.

In 1973 a Prayer Desk with bench was
placed in St. Bartholomew's Episcopal
Church in Hempstead by the Amslers' two
daughters and a granddaughter "to the
glory of God and in memory of Ralphie
Virginia Hervey Amsler and those near
and dear to her." The donors were Louise
(Amsler) Besse, Harryette (Amsler) McGarr,
and Kathryn Virginia (Amsler) Priddy,
daughter of Hervey Meyer and Amanda
(Howze) Amsler and namesake of Ralphie
Virginia.

Halphie Virginia (called Halph) was a
volunteer Red Cross nurse. While visiting
her son Hervey at Pensacola, Florida, she
offered her services during the flu epidemic
at the Naval Air Base there, contracted the
disease, and died of it.

The three children of Louis Daniel and
Ralphie Virginia (Hervey) Amsler will be
taken up in the Twelfth Generation:

1. Louise Hervey (b. 11 Mch 1893; m. Lloyd
Ross BESSE), 2. Hervey Meyer (b. 22 Jan 1898),
and 3. Harryette Mayo (b. 16 Apr 1907; m.
Lionel Charles McGARR).



Louis Daniel Am,sler's Second Wife, "Miss Maggie"

Louis Daniel Amsler as a Child
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Mrs. Maggie C. Amsler

On 23 June 1920, Louis Daniel Amsler
married Maggie CRUMP (b. 8 Nov 1888
at Kenney, Texas). She is currently residing
at the Order of the Eastern Star Home at
Arlington, Texas, where she enjoys the
prestige of having been a Worthy Matron
of the order in Hempstead, where she was
initiated into O.E.S. in 1920.

There were no children of this union, but
a small boy came to live with them on 26
Aug 1921. This was Miss Maggie's neph
ew, Woodson Tottenham. He was born 5
Feb 1912 to Miller Francis and Adeline
Meckie (Crump) Tottenham. His father
died II Aug 1914 and his mother 29 Aug
1921.

On 3 Oct 1937 Woodson married Fran
ces Burnett (b. 20 Aug 1913), and they
have had two sons:

1. Woodson Miller Tottenham Jr. (b. 20
May 1941) who served in the Vietnam
War and is now an orthodontist in
Houston, and

2. Richard Burnett Tottenham (b. 19 Dec
1945) who is a real estate broker and mar
ried Vashti Meriage. On 25 Jly 1975 their
daughter Tricia Leith was born.



Louise Hervey (Arnslpr) Besse:'

12th Generation
LOUISE HERVEY (AMSLER) BESSE

1. Louise Hervey, first daughter of Louis
Daniel and Ralphie Virginia (Hervey)
Amsler, was born 11 Mch 1893 at Hemp
stead, Waller County, Texas. On 11 June
1922 she was married to Lloyd Ross
BESSE. She died 5 Mch 197(5 at San An
tonio, Texas, and was buried in the Fort
Sam Houston National Cemetery.

As a very small child, Louise !"ell and
seriously injured her hip. Sincp medical
science had not developed x-ray and bone
graft at that time, the injury was not re
paired and caused great pain for most of
her life. When she was 12 an effort was
made to correct the dislocation by an op
eration in St. Louis, Missouri, and years
later Army doctors at Walter Reed Hospi
tal in Washington, D.C., performed a seri
ous operation to repair the socket. This
procedure relieved the pain until it re
turned because of an arthritic condition in
the hip.

Louise was a beautiful, vivacious and
very popular girl. When she was 16 she
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was Queen of the Carnival at Hempstead;
when she was 18 she made her debut in
Mobile, Alabama. Louise attended Colum
bia Institute in Maury County, Tennessee,
where she won the Art Medal for her out
standing work in art. Her married life was
highlighted by sojourns in many interesting
places around the world.

Colonel Lloyd Besse entered the army in
1918 as a member of the famed First Of
ficers' Training Camp at Leon Springs,
Texas, and retired in 1946 after 28 years
of effective service. His assignments outside
the United States included Alaska (not then
a state), the Philippines, and Panama. As
finance officer in Alaska he transported the
units' payrolls in a suitcase by dog sled out
of Fairbanks. In the Philippines he was in
command of the officers' recreation camp
at Baguio for Manila-based personnel. Dur
ing this tour of duty he and Louise trav
eled extensively in China, where he made
valuable military observations for the U.S.
Philippine Command.

While he was based in Panama, Colonel
Besse's talents were utilized by U.S.
military missions throughout Latin Amer
ica. Inside the United States, Colonel Besse
had many important assignments, such as
aide-de-camp to General Stanley Ford,
commanding general of the Fifth U.S. Ar
my, with headquarters at Chicago.

Colonel Besse died 25 Dec 1956 and was
huried in the Fort Sam Houston National
Cemetery at San Antonio. TheI"(' was no
issue from this union.

[See Supplellwllt "M is('ell ..ll1('ous" for a
tribute to Louise (Amsler) Besse.]



II. CHARLES CONR/:...D AMSLER Descendant, Hervey Meyer Amsler

12th Generation
HERVEY MEYER AMSLER

Hervey M. and Amanda (Howze) Amsle1- on Their 25th Annive1·sary in 1947

2. Hervey Meyer, first son of Louis
Daniel and Ralphie Virginia (Hervey)
Amsler, was born 22 Jan 1898 in Waller
County, Texas, and died 3 Apr 1949 at
Key West, Florida. He was buried in
Forest Park Cemetery, Houston, Texas.
Hervey married Amand'l Catherine
HOWZE.

Hervey was Regimental Sergeant in the
Class of 1918 at Texas A&M College.
There is a picture of him on page 211 of
the 1918 Longhorn, Aggie yearbook. Dur
ing World War I 11<' was an ensign in the
Naval Reserve Foree - Air Corps, serving
four years. His honorable discharge is
dated 7 Mch 1923. Later he was a first
lieutenant in the infantry of the National
Guard of U.S. and Texas.

Hervey Meyer Amsler was vice-president

of Rich Rock, Red Rock, Sand Rock Royal
ty Company. He was a director of Ten
nessee Gas Transmission Company (now
Tenneco), which named Station No. 11 for
him.

Amanda (Howze) Amsler attended
Southwestern University at Georgetown,
Texas, and the University of Texas at
Austin. She is a member of Kappa Alpha
Theta sorority, of which Alpha Theta
Chapter at Austin honored her as "Out
standing Theta Alumna of the Year" in
1965.

In 1921, in the Cotton Palace at Waco,
Amanda was Lady-in-Waiting to Hallie
Maud Neff, Princess of Texas. A world
traveler and an active club woman, Aman
da is a member of the Daughters of the
Republic of Texas, Daughters of the
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Family of Hervpy Meyer Amsler

American Revolution (No. 447624, Lady
Washington Chapter - ancestor: David
Hamilton), the Little Flower Garden Club,
the Houston Club, Heritage Society, Junior
League Luncheon Club, Friends of Bayou
Bend, and Palmer Memorial Episcopal
Church.

Many handsome memorial gifts have
been made in honor of Hervey Meyer Ams
ler and his daughter, Betty Jo. In 1973 a
Litany Desk was placed in St. Bartholo
mew's Episcopal Church at Hempstead,
"Given to the Glory of God and in Loving
Remembrance of Hervey M. Amsler by His
Wife, Amanda Amsler." She also gave a
large Bible to Palmer Memorial Church at
Houston in his memory, and th(' Vestry
placed a memorial plaquE' in the church in
memory of I-lervey M. Amsler.

Memorials to Betty Jo that may be seen
in Palmer Memoria I Church include: (1)

Lower window - 17-South-18 Eye Witnes
ses of Christ, St. Philip and St. Bartholo
mew - This Do in Remembrance of Me;
(2) two silver Communion Cruets presented
by 24 girl friends; (3) Litany Desk given as
a Thank Offering for Betty Jo; (4) Picture
of "Suffer the Little Children To Come un
to Me" given to Palmer Memorial Sunday
School by Ruth Cocke; (5) Picture of "The
Last Supper" from Milan, Italy, given by
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Amsler.

Gifts made in memory of Betty Jo Ams
ler to her sorority, Kappa Alpha Theta, in
clude: (1) to Alpha Theta Chapter at UT
Austin: a piano (by Hervey and Amanda
Amsler), Book of Remembrance (by Aman
da Howze Amsler), and a silver service (by
the Houston Alumnae Chapter); (2) to Beta
Sigma Chapter at SMU-Da lias: a silver
service (by Amanda Howze Amsler); (3) to
Gamma Psi Chapter at TCD-Fort Worth: a
silver tray (by Amanda Howze Amsler).

A room at St. Luke's Episcopal Hospital
at Houston was furnished in memory of
Betty Jo and Hervey M. Amsler by Aman
da H. Amsler.

In the 1847 Kellum-Noble House, spon-
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sored by Harris County Heritage Society,
may be'seen the Betty fo Amsler Bedroom.
Th~ framed 1847 sampler over the mantel
was given by Ethel Butcher. The four-poster
bed, desk, et cetera were given in memory of
Betty Jo, as it was her furniture from the
Amsler family.

Hervey Meyer and Amanda (Howze)
Amsler were the parents of two children:

1. Betty Josephine, born 6 Oct 1923 in
Austin, Texas; died 11 May 1946 in Hous
ton; buried in Forest Park Cemetery there.
Betty Jo was a member of Kappa Alpha
Theta sorority at Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, Children of the Con
federaC'y, Children of the Daughters of the
American Revolution; and served a t the
Aircraft Warning Service Information Cen
ter in Houston during World War II.

Betty Jo Amsler in 1938

2. Kathryn Virginia, born 13 Mch 1927;
married Ashley Horne PRIDDY - see Thir
teenth Generation.



Kathryn Virginia (Amsler) Priddy

13th-15th Generations
KATHRYN VIRGINIA (AMSLER) PRIDDY

Priddy Family. Back Row: Betty; Front

Row: Ashley, Ann, Kathryn and Hervey

2. Kathryn Virginia, second daughter of
Hervey Meyer and Amanda (Howze) Ams
ler, was born 13 Mch 1927 in Corpus
Christi, Nueces County, Texas. On 30 Dec
1947 she was married to Ashley Horne
PRIDDY.

Kathryn Virginia attended Gulf Park
College, Holton Arms, and the University
of Texas at Austin. She is a member of
Kappa Alpha Theta sorority, Daughters of
the Republic of Texas, Children of the Con
federacy, and Junior League of Dallas.

Her husband, Ashley Horne Priddy, was
born 1 Apr 1922 to Walter Mason and
Swannanoa (Horne) Priddy of Wichita
Falls, Texas. He was a student at Rice In
stitute (now University) 1939-41, then in
1949 he received two degrees from the
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University of Texas - B.B.A. and B.S. in
Petroleum Engineering. He was a member
of Beta Theta Pi, Silver Spurs, and Tau
Beta Pi in college.

During Worid War II, Ashley served in
the Navy V-12 Reserve, in the South Pa
cific area, as a lieutenant senior grade.

In civilian life, Ashley is an oil and gas
company executive; he has been with Sa
bine Royalty Corporation since 1949, serv
ing as president in 1968. He has been
mayor of Highland Park (a suburb of Dal
las), chairman of the board of trustees of
Hockaday School, and member of the
board of the Engineering School Founda
tion of the University of Texas, as well as
that of First National Bank, Dallas (see p.
607, 13th edition of Who's Who in the
South and Southwest).

Members of the Episcopal Church, in
1974 the Priddys furnished a room in the
Educational Activities Building of St.
Michael and All Angels Church in Dallas.
The memorial plaque reads: "Given in
memory of Hervey Meyer Amsler and Bet
ty Jo Amsler by Kathryn Amsler Priddy."

Ashley and Kathryn (Amsler) Priddy are
the parents of three children:

a. Hervey Amsler who was born 9 Oct
1948 at Austin, Texas. He attended Kent
School in Connecticut, Vanderbilt Univer
sity in Tennessee, and the University of
Texas at Austin, where he was awarded the
B.B.A. degree in 1973 and M.B.A. in 1975.
For academic excellence in the first year of
the M.B.A. program, Hervey was made a
Sord Scholar. He also was on the Dean's
List and made the honorary fraternities Phi
Kappa Phi and Beta Sigma Gamnn. His
social fraternity is Beta Theta Pi.

Hervey A. Priddy now has a position
with Smith, Barney, Harris Upham In
corporated in New York City. On 4 Aug
1973 he married Dianne Louise YOUNG,
born 31 Dec 1950 in Chicago, Illinois, to
Denton Royal and Lillian Grace (Smith)
Young. She attended Sts. Peter and Paul in
Chicago, Austin College in Sherman, and
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University of Texas at Austin, where she
earned a B.B.A. degree. She has a position
in the Para-Legal Research Department of
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley and McCloy of
New York.

b. Betty Horne, first daughter of Ashley
and Kathryn (Amsler) Priddy, was born 7
June 1951 at Dallas, Texas. She attended
Hockaday School in Dallas, Vanderbilt
University in Tennessee, and the University
of Texas at Austin, where she received her
B.S. degree in 1973. She was initiated into
the Kappa Delta Pi honor society and the
Kappa Alpha Theta social sorority. For a
time Betty taught at Hockaday School.

On 5 Oct 1974 she was married to
Willard Elliott WALKER JI. He was born
27 Jan 1947 in Dallas and is the son of
W. E. Walker Sr. (deceased) and Elizabeth
Mangt't Walker Williamson. Bill attended
St. Mark's School of Texas, Franklin and
Marshall in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (B.A.),
a nd Southern Methodist University
(M.B.A.). An independent oil operator, he
is president of United Petroleum Company
and on the board of Pioneer Natural Gas
of Amarillo, Texas.

Bill and Betty (Priddy) Walker are the
parents of a Fifteenth Generation Amsler
descendant, viz:

i. Kathryn Elizabeth, born 1 Apr 1976
in Dallas, Texas.
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c. Kathryn Ann, second daughter of
Ashley Horne and Kathryn Virginia (Ams
ler) Priddy, was born 15 Oct 1956 at Dal
las, Texas. She is a graduate of Hockaday
School in Dallas, attended Foxcroft in
Washington, D.C., and is now a junior at
the University of Texas at Austin.

12th Generation
HAHHYETTE MAYO (AMSLEH) ML'GAHH

3. Harryctte Mayo, second daughter of
Louis Daniel and Ralphie Virginia
(Hcrv{~y) Amsler, was born 16 Apr 1907 in
Waller County, Texas. On 26 S(\P 1931, in
Honolulu, Hawaii, she was married to
Lionel Charles McCARR (b. 5 Mch 1904).

Harryctte attended Southwestern Univer
sity at Georgetown, Texas, and was a



McGarr Family 00 Mar'Y Louise (McGan) Gotthold

1975 Birthday Dinner honoring the four whose names are starred, reading clockwise
from left: 1. *Amanda (Mrs. Hervey Meyer) Amsler, 2. Gen. L. C. McGarr, 3. Mary
Louise and 4. Don Gotthold, .5. Harryette (Amsler) McGarr, 6. *Rosa Anne Crass
(standing), 7. Lynnette Gotthold, 8. *Carol Cr'ass, 9. *Roy Mac Gotthold
KEY: 1 = sister-in-law of.5; .3 & 6 = chi,ldren of 2 & .5; 7 & 9 = children of 3 & 4; 8
=daughter- of 6 and Bill Crass who took the picture.

member of Zeta Tau Alphi.\ sorority. She
also attended sumllwr school sessions at
Santa Barbara Teachers' College in Cali
fornia and Texas A&M College. Ha rryett('
taught school for a year at iv1inter Springs,
Texas.

Lionel Charles McCarl' was born in
Yuma, Arizona, to Charles Edward and
Rosa (Sesmas) McCarl'. £--{e gradu,ll('d in
192~ from the U.S. MilitarY Academv at. .
West Point, N(·\\!' York; InLlntry' School in
1935; National \Var College in 1~47; at
tained the rank of lieutenant genera I in
1960. Among his assignments have been
tours of duty in Arizona, H.awaii, Georgia,
Virginia, Washington, Austria, Korea, til<.'
Caribbean, Kansas, und Vietnam.

General MeGarr was awarded all his
country's wartime Valor Medals commenc
ing with the Distinguished Service Cross,
as well as all of its Service Medals. In ad-
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dition he received scv('n Purple Hea rt
1vleclals For his seven enemy-inflicted bat
tlefield wounds during World Wa r II,
Korea, and Vietnam - not to mention
decorations from forpign gO\/crnments,
such liS the Croix de Gllcrrc from France.
(See his biography in Who's Who in
A 17leric(J, 1962-63 edition, page 2072.)

Lionel Charks and Harrydte l\/1ayo
(Amsler) .McGarr are tl1(' parents of two
children:

1. tv! a ry Louise, and 2. Hosa Anlle.

13th & 14th Generations
t\1:\HY L.OUISE (Mc(;:\HH) COTTHOLD

1. Mary Louise, first daughter of Lionel
Charles and Harryette Mayo (Amsler)
McGarr, was born 25 May 1935 at Fort
Benning, Georgia. On 26 Dec 1959, at



Rosa Anne (McGarr) Crass 00 Annie Eliza Amsler

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, she was mar
ried to Donald Roy GOTTHOLD (b. 12
June 1924).

Mary Louise attended Lake Erie College,
Painesville, Ohio, graduating Cum Laude
in 1958. She received her B.S. degree at
the University of California, Berkeley,
where she has continued research work in
chemistry. She is a member of Iota Sigma
Pi, national honor society for women in
chemistry. She has had several papers
based on her research printed in
prestigious scientific journals.

Donald, the son of Roy C. and Myrtle
(Hirst) Gotthold, was born at Redfield,
South Dakota. He was in the Armed Forces
from 1943 to 1946. Donald obta ined both
B.A. and B.S. degrees at the University of
California, Berkeley.

Mary Louise reports that their children
are interested in ice skating, music, and
school. Their father serves his church as
organist. The two children of Donald Roy
and Mary Louise (McGarr) Gotthold are:

a. Lynnette Louise (13 Oct 1960), and
b. Roy McGarr (4 Sep 1962) - both in

Berkeley, California.

13th & 14th Generations
ROSA ANNE (McGARR) CRASS

2. Rosa Anne, second daughter of Lionel
Charles and Harryette Mayo (Amsler)
McGarr, was born 27 Sep 1938 in Hono
lulu, Hawaii. On 30 June 1960, at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, she was married to
Billy Joe CRASS (b. 27 Jly 1930).

Rosa Anne graduated Magna Cum
Laude from Lake Erie College, Painesville,
Ohio, in 1960, then did a year of graduate
work in chemistry at the University of
California at Berkeley. She has held a
teaching assistantship there, worked as an
analytical chemist for the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, and had positions with sev
eral commercial firms in California and
Australia. At Lake Erie College she was a
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member of Alpha Lambda Delta and Kap
pa Alpha Sigma. (See biography, page 98
of Outstanding Young Women of America,
1967 edition.)

Billy Joe, son of Dewey David and Addie
Belle (Willoughby) Crass, was born at New
Concord, Kentucky, and graduated from
Georgia Tech with a B.S. in Architectural
Engineering in 1954. Billy Joe was trained
at the Aberdeen, Maryland, Ordnance
School and served in the Armed Forces in
the Canal Zone, Panama, 1954-56. They
were residing at Parsons Point, Gladstone,
Queensland, Australia, when their child,
Carol Amsler, was born 9 Sep 1956.

The Crass family returned to Lafayette,
California, for two years but have now
gone back to Perth, Australia, where Bill is
associated with Clough-Kaiser, K.W.M.

11 th Generation
ANNIE ELIZA AMSLER

L to R: Julia (A.) Farquahar, Annie (A.)
Thornton, Julia (Meyer) Amsler (the
mother), and Mollie (A.) Ahrenbeck

4. Annie Eliza, second daughter of
Charles Jr. and Julia (Meyer) Amsler, was
born 22 Nov 1872 at Plantersville, Mont
gomery County, Texas, and died 30 Jan
1947 at Hempstead, Waller County.

Annie Eliza married Dr. Penn Bedell
THORNTON; a physician, who was born
in Mississippi, and died in 192fl.



W'edding of Annie E, Amsle1' and Dr-. Penn B, Thornton 00 Mollie Mae (Thornton) Burkett

Typical of the 1880s (no date given) is
this society page write-up of the wedding
of Annie Eliza and Penn B. Thornton:

THORNTON-AMSLER

Two Souls With But a Single Thought,
Two Hearts that Beat as One.

Amid flowers and surrounded by relatives
and friends Miss Annie E. Amsler, one of
Hempstead's fairest daughters, changed her
name to Mrs. Penn B. Thornton. The ceremony
took place on Wednesday evening, June 22nd,
at the Baptist church, which had been trans
formed into an Arcadian retreat by the deft
hands of kind friends. Long before the ap
pOinted time Messrs. William Crook and J. D.
Harvey ushered in the fashion and beauty of
Hempstead. Promptly at 9: 10 0' clock the bridal
party entered the church by the sweet strains of
Mendelssohn's Wedding March beautifully
played by Miss Jennie Bedell.

The bride and groom stood under a beautiful
floral arch from which was suspended two love
ly hearts, where they were made man and wife
by Rev. J. F. McClurkin.

[Part missing; probably "Members of the
wedding party were . . ,"] kin, Miss Beatrice
Graves and C. E. Felker, Miss Alice Urban and
Captain N. P. Houx, Miss Maggie Thornton and
Captain J. S. Bradford.

The bride looked beautiful in a white
brocaded silken train with bridal veil caught
gracefully here and there with lilies of the
valley. She carried in her hand a bunch of ex
quisite Marechal Niel roses.

The brides-maids looked charming, and were
gowned in cream china silk. They carried bou
quets of roses.

After the ceremony the bridal party and a
few relatives of the contracting parties repaired
to the beautiful and romantic suburban resi
dence of the bride's mother, where congratula
tions were showered upon the happy young cou
ple, after which wine, cake and cream were
served, and all went home to dream on the
wedding cake.

On Thursday evening Dr. and Mrs. Van B.
Thornton, parents of the groom, tendered the
young couple a grand reception, at which were
present a large number of their friends, who en-
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joyed the well known hospitality of the host and
hostess until a late hour, partaking of an ele
gant supper.

They received many handsome presents.

Mrs. P. B. Thornton is the second daughter of
Mrs. Julia Amsler, well known in society circles
and universally beloved.

Dr. Thornton is well known to every one in
Hempstead. He is the eldest son of Dr. Van B.
Thornton and is one of the most deservedly
popular young men of the City.

Thus, for a time at least, is reIl)oved from our
society circle a place that has been the scene of
several happy marriages in past years, for "the
lane" and its large oak trees were quite popular
for love making.

Dr. Penn Bedell and Annie Eliza
(Amsler) Thornton had two children:

1. Mollie Mae, and 2. Penn Bedell Jr.

12th Generation
MOLLIE MAE (THORNTON) BURKETT

1. Mollie Mae, only daughter of Dr.
Penn Bedell and Annie Eliza (Amsler)
Thornton, was born 25 Mch 1886 in
Hempstead, Waller County, Texas, and
died 10 Jan 1972. She was married to
Harry John BURKETT (b. 1896; d. 14 Jan
1966).

Harry John Burkett, born in Galveston,
was among the 12 most distinguished
graduates of the Class of 1917 at Texas
A&M College. That same year he attended
the first Officers' Training Camp a t Leon
Springs, Texas. In World War I he went to
France with the Army of Occupation and
was promoted to captain. During World
War II he had a position with the Depart
ment of War in Washington, D.C.

After 18 years with Ford Motor Com
pany in Detroit, Harry John returned to
Houston in 1944 and assumed a Dodge
dealership, Burkett Motors, of which
Mollie Mae was secretary and treasurer.

Harry John and Mollie Mae (Thornton)
Burkett had one child:

1. Harry JohnJr., who was born 11 Jly 1920.



Harry John Burkett Jr. 00 Penn Bedell Thornton Jr.

13th & 14th Generations
HARRY JOHN BURKETT JR.

1. Harry John Jr., only child of Harry
John and Mollie Mae (Thornton) Burkett,
was born 18 Jly 1920. On 28 Jan 1941, in
Norman, Oklahoma, he married Mary
Elizabeth (Beth) HUNTER (b. 18 Jan
1922). They were divorced, and on 29 Nov
1958 he married Marie Grimes GROTH.

Harry Jr. graduated in 1941 from the
University of Oklahoma at Norman, where
he was a Phi Delta Theta. He then went to
Baylor Dental College in Dallas, gradu
ating in 1944.

In World War II Harry was a lieutenant
in the U.S. Medical and Dental Corps, first
at Camp Wolters, Mineral Wells, Texas,
and then at Brooke General Hospital, San
Antonio. After the war Harry Jr. moved to
Houston and served as vice-president and
manager of Burkett Motors until his
father's death, after which he became
president.

Harry John and Beth (Hunter) Burkett
were the parents of two daughters:

a. Marcia Ann, who was born 23 May
1948 in Houston, and, on 20 Mch 1970,
married Karl Richard NORDQUIST (b. 6
Mch 1948); and

b. Mary Elizabeth, who was born 21
Nov 1954. In 1973 she was a student at
the University of Texas and a member of
Kappa Alpha Theta sorority.

M ollie Mae (Thornton) Burkett between
Her Granddaughters Marcia and Mary,
in 1969
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12th Generation
PENN BEDELL THORNTON JR.

2. Penn Bedell, only son of Dr. Penn
Bedell and Annie Eliza (Amsler) Thornton,
was born 19 Dec 1894 at Hempstead,
Texas. He never married.

"Penny" attended Texas A&M College
1915-17. An outstanding player of foot
ball, baseball, and basketball, he received
letters in the first two named sports.

In May 191 7 he reported to the first Of
ficers' Training Camp and was commis
sioned a lieutenant in the infantry. He was
sent to Siberia during 191 7-19.

In 1920 he studied medicine at Tulane
University, but decided against following
that profession. He was sent to Shanghai,
Tientsin and Peking by Standard Oil Com
pany. After a sojourn in Manchuria (total
ing three years in China), Penny returned
to Houston in 1922. There he sold real es
tate and became interested in the theatre.
After. he had played some minor roles at
the Majestic Theatre, the manager took
him to New York where he met J. J. Schu
bert. The outcome was a position as stage
director at the Winter Garden at 50th and
Broadway, 1924-30.

After the Stock Market crash, Penny's
brother-in-law, Harry Burkett, assisted him
in obtaining a position with the Boston
Ford Motor Company. For three years he
covered the territory of Maine and New
Hampshire, then moved to New Orleans
where he was employed by the Ford
agency.

During World War II Penny was a ma
jor in the Air Force, spending four years in
the India-Burma-China areas. He learned
to speak Chinese and Russian.

Returning to Houston, Penny assumed
management of the warehouse of Burkett
Motors, which position he occupied from
1946 to 1969. Now in retirement, he is en
joying the hobby of reading about the
Civil War.



Julia S. (AmsleT) Fm'quahaT DO ChildTen of Samuel and Mattie (Culpepper) Amsler

11 th Generation
JULIA S. AMSLER

5. Julia S., third daughter of Charles Jr.
and Julia (Meyer) Amsler, was born 6 Jan
1883 in Montgomery or Waller County,
Texas, and died 9 Apr 1924. She was
buried in the Hempstead Cemetery in
Waller County.

Julia Amsler married Louis F AR-

QUAHAR, who at one time was a ticket
agent in Hempstead. Later he became
treasurer of Burroughs Adding Machine
Company in Detroit, Michigan.

Louis and Julia (Amsler) Farquahar had
no children.

* * * * *

Children of Samuel and Martha Jane (Culpepper) Amsler in 1956. L to R: Walter
Scott, Sam Houston, Lena May, and Arthur Cleveland Amsler
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Sam Houston (S1'. & Jr.), Elizabeth & Walter Scott Amsler 00 Leavitt

11 th Generation
SAM HOUSTON AMSLER

1. Sam/Samuel Houston, first son of
Samuel and Martha Jane (Culpepper) Ams
ler, was born 11 Oct 1879 at Plantersville,
Montgomery County, Texas, and died 9
Dec 1966 at McGregor, McLennan Coun
ty. In 1905 he married Lucy PUCKETT (b.
1882; d. 15 Dec 1932 in McLennan Coun
ty). After her death, Sam Houston married
Ethel Cumbie.

In 1882 Sam and Mattie Amsler moved 
from Montgomery County to the fledgling
settlement of McGregor in McLennan
County, and established a lumber yard. By
the time Sam Houston was old enough to
go into his father's business, the firm "S.
Amsler & Co." was dealing in hardware,
agricultural implements, vehicles, and
leather goods. They also were in the
funeral business.

Sam Houston and Lucy (Puckett) Amsler
had three children, two of whom will be
sketched in the Twelfth Generation.

1. Sam Houston Jr., 2. Dorothy (b. 1912; d.

14 June 1920 in Galveston County, the Index to

Death Certificates says), and 3. Elizabeth.

12th Generation
SAM HOUSTON AMSLER JR.

1. Sam Houston Jr., only son of Samuel
Houston and Lucy (Puckett) Amsler, was
born 7 Feb 1907 at McGregor, McLennan
County, Texas. In September of 1942 he
married Margaret (Harris) Gordon, a
widow with a daughter whom Sam soon
adopted.

Sam and Margaret are presently engaged
in the private practice of law together in
McGregor. Among many distinctions (see
Supplement "Miscellaneous") achieved by
Margaret the most outstanding was her
status as the only woman full professor of
law in the United States at the time. She
retired from that pinnacle (at Baylor
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University) in 1972, to enjoy her grand
children.

Her daughter "Rikki," Frederika Eliz
abeth Gordon/Amsler was born 11 May
1934 and married David W. Lewis on 8
Apr 1961. He died in 1972. Their children:

a. Margaret Anne (b. 23 Mch 1962), and
b. Diana Lynn (b. 3 Mch 1964), in

Richardson, Texas.

12th & 13th Generations
ELIZABETH (AMSLER) LEAVITT

3. Elizabeth, second daughter of Samuel
Houston and Lucy (Puckett) Amsler, was
born 1 Nov 1921. She married Edmund H.
LEAVITT, who served in the Air Force
during World War II. The Leavitts are
Episcopalians.

The children of Edmund H. and
Elizabeth (Amsler) Leavitt are:

a. Edmund Jeffrey (b. 9 Jan 1943 at
Houston; m. 23 Aug 1963 at Oglesby,
Texas, Cheryl MELTON), and

b. Joel Stephen (b. 17 Dec 1944 at Ran
dolph Field, Texas).

11 th & 12th Generations
WALTER SCOTT AMSLER

2. Walter Scott, second son of Samuel
and Martha Jane (Culpepper) Amsler, was
born 17 Mch 1881 at Plantersville, Mont
gomery County, Texas, and died 1 Jly
1967 at McGregor, McLennan County. In
1909 he married Alta HARPER (b. 1882;
d. 13 Sep 1950).

Walter served in the Red Cross in the
recreation field in World War 1.

His second marriage, to Mozelle Blow (b.
28 Nov 1890; d. 18 Jan 1971), was child
less.

Walter Scott and Alta (Harper) Amsler
had one child, in the Twelfth Generation,
viz.:

1. Walter Scott Jr., born 28 Nov 1921;
died 4 Mch 1945. -



Not black birds but white swans grace the lake in Amsler Memorial Park given by
descendants of Samuel Amsler to the City ofMcGregor, Texas.
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Arthur Cleveland Amsler

11 th Generation
ARTHUR CLEVELAND AMSLER

3. Arthur Cleveland, third son of Samuel
and Martha Jane (Culpepper) Amsler, was
born 16/26 Aug 1884 at McGregor,
McLennan County, Texas, and died 23
May 1975. He was buried at McGregor.
On 7 June 1914 he married Roberta WITT
(b. 22 May 1889 at Salado, Texas; d. 18
Oct. 1974 at McGregor).

A. C. Amsler was often called "Cleve"
(misprinted "Clove" in The Cat Spring
Story), and was a member of the Methodist
Church. He received a bachelor's degree in
Civil Engineering from the University of
Texas and spent several years as resident
and consulting engineer on such projects as

the main aqueduct at Monterrey, Mexico.
Then he joined the S. Amsler Company

in McGregor, managing the lumber yard,
etc. During World War I he was a first
lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers.

Cleve was a 50-year Mason, former
mayor of McGregor, and a long-time
Rotarian. He had been a member of Texas
State Historical Association for many
years. He was well known for his work in
breeding prize-winning pecan trees, and
will long be remembered as one of the
donors of the land for Amsler Memorial
Park in McGregor.

Roberta (Witt) Amsler was a National

Walter, Cleve and Lena Amsler at Dedication of the Park They Gave to McGregor
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Robert Witt Amsler DO Lena May Amslel'

Judge and a National Instructor, Garden
Clubs of America, conducting classes in
several Texas cities.

Arthur Cleveland and Roberta (Witt)
Amsler were the parents of one son, Robert
Witt.

12th-14th Generations
ROBERT WITT AMSLER

1. Robert Witt, only son of Arthur
Cleveland and Roberta (Witt) Amsler, was
born 16 Apr 1915 at McGregor, McLennan
County, Texas. On 20 Oct 1944 he married
Elizabeth McGILVRAY (b. 20 Sep 1920 in
New Orleans; d. 12 May 1957 in Ada,
Oklahoma; buried at McGregor).

Robert W. Amsler obtained three degrees
(including the Ph.D.) from The University of
Texas. He served four years in the Army dur
ing World War II, with the rank of first
lieutenant. He has been a professor in two
colleges in Texas and Oklahoma and is pres
ently Associate Dean of the College of Lib
eral Arts at UT-Arlington.

"The Secretary" Inherited by Robert
Witt Amsler from His Grandfather,
Samuel Amsler
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Robert's grandfather, Sam Amsler, be
queathed to him the beautiful antique
secretary pictured here. In one of the
drawers is the trademark of a firm in Ham
burg; no doubt it was brought back by
Charles Conrad Amsler on one of his trips to
Europe. It is described as very heavy, and
covered with a thin veneer of brown wood
which took a beautiful sheen.

Robert and Elizabeth (McGilvray) Amsler
had two children:

a. Malcolm Marion, born 27 Oct 1949 in
Austin, Travis County, Texas. On 4 Sep
1971 he married Laurie VIAL.

Malcolm M. Amsler:, following education
at New Mexico Military Institute and North
Texas State University, enlisted in the U.S.
Army, and is presently serving with the rank
of staff sergeant in the First U.S. Army Field
Band at Fort Meade, Maryland.

Malcolm and Laurie (Vial) Amsler have
two children:

i. Christopher Edward (b. 21 Feb 1973
in Seoul, Korea), and

ii. Elizabeth Renee (b. 26 Mch 1974 at
Fort Meade, Maryland).

b. Melissa Marie, only daughter of Robert
Witt and Elizabeth (McGilvray) Amsler, was
born 30 Nov 1954. On 10 Jan 1976 she was
married to Donald McBROOM. They are
presently living in Arlington, Texas.

11 th Generation
LENA MAY AMSLER



Lena May Amsler 00 Charles B. Welhausen

4. Lena May, only daughter of Samuel and
Martha Jane (Culpepper) Amsler, was born
12 May 1886 in McGregor, McLennan
County, Texas.

"Miss Lena" taught history in the
McGregor Public Schools until she retired in
1957. Realizing the historical value of and
the human interest factor in the letters writ
ten by her father and uncles during the Civil
War, Miss Lena donated them to the Texas
Collection of Baylor University at Waco,
Texas. There the Amsler Papers will be pre
served and made available for inspection. A
former archivist from McGregor, Miss
Laura Simmons, was so impressed by the let
ters that she quoted freely from them in a
most informative article on Waul's Legion
of Texas, which was the lead article in the
Spring 1969 issue of Texana, Vol. VII No.1.
Miss Simmons had a few offprints bound for
private distribution.

The Amsler name will be remembered for
ages to come in McGregor because, besides
its esteemed human bearers, it is the name of
a lovely little park there. The land was do
nated to the town not long ago by the family,
wrote Miss Lena Amsler, 90 years young in
1976 when she was still supplying much
valuable genealogical data for this book.

She wrote that "all of my immediate fami
ly belonged or belong to the Methodist

A 1976 Genealogical Gathering at
McGregor. L to R, Front Row: Mrs.
Hervey M. Amsler, Miss Lena Amsler,
Mrs. Sam H. Amsler Jr. Back Row: Mr.
and Mrs. Francis Amsler, Mr. Phil Ams
ler, Mr. Sam H. AmslerJr.

Church except the Leavitts who belong to
the Episcopal Church, and Elizabeth
(McGilvray) Amsler who was a [Roman]
Catholic. All who died are buried in
McGregor."

11 th Generation
CHARLES B. WELHAUSEN

1. Charles B., first son of Capt. Charles
and Eliza (Amsler) Welhausen, was born 17
May 1871 in Fayette County, Texas, and
died in 1949 at Shiner, Lavaca County. On
23 Nov 1898 he married Henrietta
RICHTER (b. 17 Nov 1876; d. 20 June
1944).

John C. Amsler wrote in his 1938 "Cotem
porary" that his first cousins "Charley B."
and Peck Welha usen were still successful
bUSiness men in Shiner. Another sketch
states that Charles B. succeeded Captain
Welhausen as president of First National
Bank in Shiner and was also owner of a mer-
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Cad Conrad, Mary K., Jean, Ray & Mamie Welhausen DO Borchers DO Kaspar

cantile establishment. He operated this firm,
C. B. Welhausen & Co., until his death in
1949.

In 1976 Miss Lena Amsler of McGregor
wrote that her Aunt Eliza Welhausen's old
est son, Charlie, was the one who located
Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler's grave and had
the marker put up.

Charles B. and Henrietta (Richter) Wel
hausen had three children:

1. Carl C. (see below), 2. Mildred (died at the
age of 13), and 3. Ray (see below).

12th Generation
CARL CONRAD WELHAUSEN

1. Ca rl Conrad, first son of Charles B. and
Henrietta (Richter) Welhausen, was born 28
Jan 1900. On 11 Oct 1923 he married Mary
McBRIDE (b. 19 Oct 1901) of Port Arthur,
Texas.

Carl C. Welhausen was associated with
Chase National Bank in New York for three
years, then returned to Texas to establish the
leather goods business called Tex Tan of
Yoakum. He was chief executive and prin
cipal stockholder until the company merged
with Tandy Corporation of Fort Worth,
which is listed on the New York Stock Ex
change. Carl C. now resides in Yoakum, be
ing vice-president and director of "Tex Tan
Welhausen, a Division of Tandy Corpora
tion."

Carl has served as president of Welhausen
Land and Cattle Company and of the Texas
Manufacturers' Association. He is a past
District Governor of Rotary International.

Carl Conrad and Mary (McBride) Wel
hausen are the parents of two daughters:

1. Mary K., and 2. Jean.

13th & 14th Generations
MARY K, (WELHAUSEN) BOHCI-IERS

1. Mary K. first daughter of Carl Conrad
and Mary (McBride) Welhausen, was born
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10 Aug 1924. Mary K. married Charles 1.
BORCHERS (b. 23 Dec 1924), and thev live
in Victoria, Texas, where he pra~tices
medicine.

Dr. Charles 1. and Mary K. (vVelhauscn)
Borchers have two daughters:

a. Mary K. (6 Dec 1952), and
b. Charla (11 Mch 1958).

13th & 14th Generations
JEAN (WELHA USEN) KASPAR

2. Jean, second daughter of Carl Conrad
and Mary (McBride) Welhausen, was born
17 May 19__. Jean married Don KASPAR
who is president of the Kaspar Wire Works
in Shiner, Lavaca County, Texas.

Don and Jean (Welhausen) Kaspar are the
parents of four sons:

a. David (18Jly 1953),
b. Dan (31 Aug 1955),
c. Douglas (3 Aug 1958), and
d. Dennis (4 Aug 1963).

12th & 13th Generations
RA Y WELHA USEN

3. Ray, second son of Charles B. and
Henrietta (Richter) Welhausen, married Ann
--- and now lives in Shiner, Texas. He is presi
dent of C. B. Welhausen and Company that
now operates four retail stores and farms
and ranches in Lavaca County.

Ray and Ann Welhausen have three
daughters and a son: Mildred, Caroline,
Charles, and Cynthia. No further informa
tion has been obta ined on this family group.

lIth Generation
MAMIE WELHAUSEN

4. Mamie (erroneously called Marion in
typescript of "Cotemporary 1938" by John
C. Amsler, but since her husband's name
was misspelled therein also, it probably is a
case of misinterpreting old handwriting), the



Fmncis Gevrier Guittard Jr. D D Clarence Alwin Guittard

only daughter of Captain Charles and Eliza
(Amsler) Welhausen, was born 11 Oct 1880,
and died 17 May 1917, while residing in
Waco, Texas. On 25 Dec 1906 Mamie was
married to Francis Gevrier GUITTARD (b.
7 Jan 1867; d. 18 Apr 1950).

Dr. Guittard (called Fred in one account)
was a professor of history (head of the
department) at Baylor University, Waco, for
some thirty-five years.

One account says Mamie had only one
son; another names two; but there seems to
have been a third who probably died young.
The Index to Death Certificates issued 1903
through 1940 lists a Charles Welhausen
Guittard who died 9 Aug 1916 in Kendall
County (county seat: Boerne).

Francis G. and Mamie (Welhausen) Guit
tard had two sons who are sketched below:

1. Francis Gevrier Jr. and 2. Clarence Alwin.

12th-14th Genera tions
FRANCIS CEVHIEH CUITTAHD JH.

1. Frank G. (as he was known), First son of
Francis Gevrier and Mamie (Welhausen)
Guittard, was born 21 Dec 1907 and died 2
Oct 1971 in Victoria, Texas. On 12 Sep
1933 he married Dixie Lynn WOOD of
Waco. She was born 3 Sep 1908 and died 6
June 1969.

Frank was graduated from Waco High
School in 1924, and received A.B. and LL.B.
degrees from Baylor University in 1930. He
practiced law in Victoria, Texas, from 1930
until his death, being the head of the firm of
Guittard and Henderson. He served in the
U.S. Naval Reserve, interrupting his law
practice for active duty in the Pacific as a
lieutenant 1943-45.

After the death of his first wife, Frank
married Erin McCord Lander in March
1971. She now lives in Victoria.

Frank and Dixie (Wood) Guittard were the
pa rents of two sons:

a. Stephen Wood (b. 21 Apr 1936), a
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graduate of Victoria High School, obtained
an A.B. degree from Baylor University in
1958 and an LL.B. from the University of
Texas in 1961. In 1963 he married Helen
GULLEY.

Steve is ernployed as a staff attorney by
Dow Chemical Corporation in Midland,
Michigan. Experienced in international law
he has been sent by his company to Hon~
Kong, England, and Milan, Italy.

Stephen W. and Helen (Gulley) Guittard
have two children:

i. Stephanie M'Lou (born in 1967), and
ii. Francis Gevrier III (born in 1971).

b. Philip AlWin, the second son, was born
30/31 Mch 1939. He graduated from Vic
toria High School and earned his A.B. degree
at Baylor University in 1961. He is presently
employed as a junior high school counselor
in San Angelo, Texas.

12th-14th Generations
CLAHENCEALWIN CUITTAHD

2. Clarence Alwin, second (or third?) son
of Francis Gevrier and Mamie (Welhausen)
Guittard, was born 17 Mch 1917 in Waco,
McLennan County, Texas. On 30 Aug 1940
Clarence married Mary Lou KEE (b. 5 Nov
1918).

Clarence attended University of Colorado
in 1937, received his A.B. and LL.B. degrees
from Baylor University, and did postgrad
uate work at the University of Texas. He has
long been active in the Democratic Party
and in his profession (see Who's Who in the
South and Southwest, 13th Edition,
1973-74, p. 298), being a member of the
American and Dallas Bar Associations State
Bar of Texas, and American Judicatur~Soci
ety. In May 1976 Clarence won the Demo
cratic nomination for the office of Chief
Justice of the Dallas Court of Civil Appeals,
which (in the absence of Republican op
ponents) is tantamount to election.

Clarence and Mary Lou reside in Dallas,



Guittard Family

where they are members of the Methodist
Church. They have three children:

a. Charles Francis (b. 1 Nov 1942)
graduated from Hillcrest High School in
Dallas and has taken two degrees: A.B. in
1964 at Baylor University and J.D. in 1967
a t Southern Method ist Un iversi ty.

On 11 June 1971 Charles married Frances
Lynn BUSSEY (b. 10 Apr 1949). They reside
in Dallas where he practices law, and have
one son:

i. James Francis (b. 11 Oct 1973).
b. John Roscoe, second son of Clarence A.

and Mary Lou (Kee) Guittard, was born 26
Apr 1945. He graduated from Hillcrest High
School in Dallas, and earned the A.B. degree

a t Amherst College (Massachusetts) in 1966
and the J.D. at the University of Texas in
1972.

John served in the U.S. Army as a first
lieutenant 1966-69, including one year in
Vietnam. Since 1972 he has been associated
with a law firm in Dallas.

c. Mary Louise (b. 23 Aug 1950) grad
uated from Hillcrest High School in Dallas,
then went to Hendrix College at Conway,
Arkansas, where she obtained the A.B.
degree in 1972. Two years later, North
Texas State University bestowed upon her
the degree of Master of Library Science.
Mary is currently a librarian at the Chris
tian Academy of Oak Cliff, Dallas.

GUITTARD FAMILY
L to R (Back Row): 1. John, 2. Mary Lou, 3. Clarence (Front Row): 4. Mary,
5. James, 6. Charles, 7. Lynn

KEY: 1,4& 6 = children of2 & 3; 5 = son of6 & 7.
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Philip (Sr. & Jr.), Melba, Charlotte, Henry & Peck Welhausen DO Wendt

11 th Generation
PHILIP WELHAUSEN

2. Philip, second son of Capt. Charles and
Eliza (Amsler) Welhausen, was born 9 Aug
1874 and died 30 Aug 1936 in DeWitt
County, Texas (per Index to Death Cer
tificates. Yoakum is on the boundary be
tween Lavaca and DeWitt counties.). In
1906 Philip married Etta THORNTON (b.
11 Sep 1881; d. 3 Aug 1953).

His cousin, John C. Amsler, made the
following comments in his writing,
"Cotemporary - April 27, 1938":

Philip grew very wealthy handling real estate.
He established the tannery [Tex-Tan - but see
sketch of Carl C. Wclhausen in the Twelfth
Generation] at Yoakum which has since grown to
be one of the major industries of Texas, now
operated under the management of a son, Charles
[Carl Conrad] of Charles B. Welhausen.

More recently, members of the family
have supplied this data: Philip Welhausen
was associated with a number of banks and
industrial enterprises, and owned large
tracts of land near his home town, Yoakum,
in western Lavaca County.

Philip and Etta (Thornton) Welhausen had
three children:

1. Melba, 2. Philip, and 3. Henry.

12th Generation
MELBA WELHAUSEN

1. Melba, only daughter of Philip and Etta
(Thornton) Welhausen, was born 25 Jan
1911 and died 21 Nov 1970. She was a tal
ented musician and played the violin with
the Houston Symphony Orchestra.

12th Generation
PHILIP WELHAUSEN JR.

2. Philip Jr., first son of Philip and Etta
(Thornton) Welhausen, was born 14 May
1912. On 9 Sep 1939 he married Evelyn
DIETRICH (b. 18 Nov 1916).

Philip is an official of the Yoakum Tex
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Tan Manufacturing Company and resides in
Yoakum, Lavaca County, Texas.

Philip and Evelyn (Dietrich) Welhausen
have one daughter, Charlotte.

13th & 14th Generations
CHARLOTTE (WELHAUSEN) WENDT

1. Charlotte, only daughter of Philip and
Evelyn (Dietrich) Welhausen, was born 20
Jly 1940 in Yoakum, Lavaca County, Texas.
On 11 Nov 1961 she was married to Joseph
WENDT (b. 19 Mch 1937).

Joseph and Charlotte (Welhausen) Wendt
have two children:

a. Diane (12 Dec 1965), and
b. Paul, (8 Mch 1970).

12th & 13th Generations
HE RY WELHA USE

3. Henry, second son of Philip and Etta
(Thornton) Welhausen, was born 9 Mch
1915. On 21 May 1950 he married Anna
HAGENS (b. 27 Jly 1930).

Henry, known to some as Harry, is an of
ficial in the manufacturing division of Tex
Tan in Yoakum, where they reside.

Henry and Anna (Hagens) Welhausen are
the parents of two sons:

a. Michael, called Mike, who was born 31
Mch 1958, and

b. Stephen, who was born 24 Mch 1962.

11 th Generation
PECK WELHAUSE

5. Peck, fourth son of Capt. Charles and
Eliza (Amsler) Welhausen, was born 9 Aug
1885, and died 7 Nov 1957 at Shiner,
Lavaca County, Texas. On 18 June 1912 he
married Edna HALCHAK (b. 12 Mch
1889/1887; d. 12 Nov 1966).

Called "a successful business man" by his
cousin John C. Amsler, Peck Welhausen
served as president and as chief executive of
ficer of the First National Bank of Shiner.
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Peck and Edna (Halchak) Welhausen had
one son, Glade.

12th Generation
GLADE WELHAUSEN

1. Glade, only son of Peck and Edna
(Halchak) Welhausen, was born 20 Jan
1914. On 14 May 1939 he married Frances
DONAHUE (b. 18 Sep 1915).

Glade succeeded his father as head of the
First National Bank of Shiner, where they
now reside.

Glade and Frances (Donahue) Welhausen
had one daughter, Gayle.

13th & 14th Generations
GAYLE (WELHAUSENl MINEAR

1. Gayle, only child of Glade and Frances
(Donahue) Welhausen, was born 11 Jly 1940
in Shiner, Lavaca County, Texas. On 11
May 1963 Gayle was married to George W.
MINEAR (b. 5 Feb 1937).

George W. and Gayle (Welhausen) Minear
have four sons:

a. David William (23 June 1964),
b. Dean Peck (19 Jan 1967),
c. Kelly Don (twin, b. 19 Jan 1967), and
d. Scott Allen (13 Apr 1968).

11 th Generation
LILLYELIZABETH AMSLER

1. Lilly Elizabeth, first daughter of Louis
Philip and Sophia (Flato) Amsler, was born
27 Jly 1870 and died 18 Sep 1896. Ac
cording to her gravestone in the Flatonia
Cemetery, she married Henry W. YEAGER,
but had no children, relatives say.

lIth Generation
CHARLES CONRAD AMSLER II

3. Charles Conrad, birthdate unknown,
was the first son of Louis Philip and Sophia
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Taken in April 1898
(Flato) Amsler. According to the Index to
Death Certificates in Texas State Library, he
died 30 Apr 1952 in Lavaca County, Texas.

Miss Lena Amsler of McGregor (whose fa
ther Samuel was a brother of Louis Philip
Amsler) states that Charles Conrad (whom
she calls Charlie) was the oldest son, and
that he had a drug store in Shiner for many
years.

Charles Conrad II married Tommie
HUGHES who died in Lavaca County on 22
Sep 1953. They had no children.

Charles Conrad Amsler in National
Guard in 1936
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11 th Generation
WILLIAM TELL AMSLEH

"At Age 17" [Taken by Pannewitz in
Shiner at a Total Cost of $24 for 8
Photos!]

5. William Tell, second son of Louis Philip
and Sophia (Flato) Amsler, was born 1 Jly
1880 and died 31 Mch 1952 in Lavaca
County, Texas. He was buried in the
Flatonia Cemetery. Tell married Cora
Elizabeth WEST (b. 25 Apr 1882; d. 1 May
1952 in Lavaca County).

Their son Phil says that William Tell
Amsler was a cattle man and worked in the
Oklahoma Territory as a youth for Charles
Flato who at that time had thousands of
head of cattle on open range. Later Charles
Flato was head cattle buyer for the King
Ranch.

Tell Amsler For many years managed the
big Ray-O'Connor Ranch and the Fitz
patrick ranches in South Texas.

Tell's wiFe Cora EI izabeth was a niece of
George West who owned a large ranch in
South Texas and for whom the town George
West was named. Cora's parents were David
Marion and Katie (Fairchild) West.

William Tell and Cora Elizabeth (West).
Amsler had five children:

1. Louis Philip II, 2. David West, 3. Lillian E.,
4. William Tell Jr., and 5. Charles Conrad.
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"Cora ELizabeth West a t Age 16"

Louis Philip Amsler II reveals this amus
ing bit: "It seems that all the kids in my
family were nicknamed after some kind of
food. West was hash, Lillian was tea,
Charles was chili, William was corn willie,
and I [Philip] was lippy."

12th Generation
LOUIS PHILIP AMSLER II

Phil and Lorena in 1945

1. Louis Philip II, first son of W i1liam Tell
and Cora Elizabeth (West) Amsler, was born
in 1901. He married Lorena Derinda



Louis Philip Amsler III

Some Louis Philip Amsler Descendants in 1939. L to R Standing: 1. Philip Amsler,
2. Leon Kurc, 3. Lillian (A.) Kurc, 4. Dana (Hawkins) AmsleT, S. Cora (West) Am
sler, 6. Louis Philip III, 7. Sammy Gene, 8. Lula, 9. William Tell Jr.;
Seated: 10. David West, 11. Henry William, 12. Mmjorie Kurc, 13. Charles
Conrad

KEY: 2 = husband of 3; 4 = wife of 10; S = mother of 1, 3, 9, 10, 13; 6 & 11 = sons
of 1; 7 = son of 10; 8 = wife of 13; 12 = daughter of2 & 3.

TYREE (b. 1907; d. 12 May 1973, Travis
County, Texas).

Phil was an agent telegrapher during his
active business life, starting in 1918 at
Galveston for the Santa Fe Hailroad. He
worked quite a long time for the San An
tonio and Aransas Pass Ra il road until it was
taken over by the Southern Pacific, by which
line he was employed during the majority of
his career. As a sideline Phil opera ted an
archery range and supply store (first in
Brownsville, then at Llano); since his retire
ment from telegraphy he and his son Louis
have developed that sideline into a pros"
perous business in Austin.

Louis Philip II and Lorena Derinda
(Tyree) Amsler were the parents of two sons:

1. Louis Philip III, and 2. Henry William.
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13th-15th Generations
LOUIS PI-llLIP AMSLEH III

1. Louis Philip III, first son of Louis Philip
II and Lorena Derinda (Tyree) Amsler, was
born 30 Jly 1925 in Galveston, Texas. He
married Kathryn Ann LAMBERTH (b.
1930).

Louis is a 1952 graduate of Texas A&M
College and served in the Navy during
World War II. For some years he was county
agent, located first at Bryan and then at
Llano, where he decided to change to a com
mercial career when his fatl1Pr's part-time
archery enterprise proved so successful.
Louis is now operating an archery range and
supply store with his father in Austin.

Louis Philip III and Kathryn Ann
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Louis at Horne on Leave, World War II

(Lamberth) Amsler are the parents of two
sons:

a. Thomas Philip (b. 1951), who married
Marilyn THOMPSON and lives in El Cam
po, Texas. Thomas Philip and Marilyn have
the distinction of being the parents of an
Eighth Generation Texas Resident (counting
the matriarch, Barbara), a Sixth Generation
Born Texan, and a Fifteenth (known) Gener
ation Amsler:

i. Eric Thomas, born 27 June 1975.
b. Ronnie Lee, the second son of Louis

Philip and Kathryn Ann (Lamberth) Amsler,
was born in 1955.

Eric Thomas Amsler, Eighth Generation
Texan, & Great-grandfather Phil Amsler
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13th & 14th Generations
HENR Y WILLIAM AMSLER

Henry William Amsler in Front of a
Navy Security Office in World War II

2. Henry William, second son of Louis
Philip II and Lorena Derinda (Tyree)
Amsler, was born 2 Aug 1927 in DeWitt
County, Texas, and died 15 Nov 1964 in
Harris County. He married Nona Marlene
REED (b. 1931), who resides in Houston.

Henry attended Texas A&M and the Uni
versity of Houston. During World War II he
served in the U.S. Navy. Henry held a posi
tion as chemist for Texaco at the huge lab
oratory in Bellaire near Houston until his
tragically early death.

Henry William and Nona Marlene (Reed)
Amsler had only one child, Debra Marlene,
born in 1962.

12th & 13th Generations
DAVlD WEST AMSLER

2. David West, second son of William Tell
and Cora Elizabeth (West) Amsler, was born
4 May 1904 in Lavaca County, Texas. He
married Dana HAWKINS (b. 1906).
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David West was a telegraph operator, first
for the Santa Fe Railroad at Temple for
some years, then he became a dispatcher for
Mobil Oil Company at Luling and then Mid
land, Texas. H is now retired and living at
Kerrville in the Hill Country of Texas.

David West and Dana (Hawkins) Amsler
had only one son, Sammy Gene (b. 1930)
who married Larie FISHER (b. 1937). They
have no children.

12th Generation
LILLIA E. AMSLER

Lillian Erna (Amsler) Kurc and Her
Brothers (counterclockwise): William
Tell Jr., David West, and Louis Philip
Amsler, in 1976

3. Lillian E., only daughter of William
Tell and Cora Elizabeth (West) Amsler, was
born in 1909 and married Leon KURC, who
was born in 1912.

The Kurcs live in Yoakum, Texas, only
about thirty miles from Flatonia, site of the
annual family reunion which Lillian has at
tended every year since she was six years old.
On the third Sunday of April (Decoration
Day in Flatonia) there is a meeting of
Amslers, Flatos, Welhausens and descend
ants at the cemetery. Afterwards they enjoy
a picnic lunch or eat together in a cafe near
by, the crowd ranging from 150 to 30 or 40.
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See Supplement "Miscellaneous" for pic
tures of the most recent such gathering.

Leon and Lillian E. (Amsler) Kurc are the
parents of three daughters:

1. Marjorie, 2. Donne Lynn, and 3. JeanninE.

13th & 14th Generations
MARJORIE(KURC) BATES

I. Marjorie, first daughter of Leon and
Lillian E'. (Amsler) Kurc, was born in 1932
and married David BATES. They reside in
Victoria and have three daughters:

a. Melinda (29 Jly 1952),
b. Marcie (7 Oct 1953), and
c. Mona Gail (l Aug 1957).
Jeff, son of David Bates by a previous mar

riage, was born 4 Nov 1957.

13th & 14th Generations
DO NELYNN(l\:URC)A DES

2. Donne Lynn, second daughter of Leon
and Lillian E. (Amsler) Kurc, was born in
1946 and married Mike ANDES. They are
the parents of four children:

a. Shelly, born in 1963;
b. Cindy, born in 1968;
c. Wendy (twin), born in 1968; and
d. Amy, born in 1972.

13th & 14th Generations
JEANNINE (KUHC) HILEY

3. Jeannine, third daughter of Leon and
Lillian E. (Amsler) Kurc, was born in 1948
and married, first, John RILEY. They had
two children:

a. Lisa Gay, born in 1968, and
b. John William, born in 1972.

Jeannine married, second, Frank
GANEM.

12th & 13th Generations
WILLIAM TELL AMSLEH 1H.

4. William Tell Jr., third son of William
Tell and Cora Elizabeth (West) Amsler, was
born 29 Nov 1914 in McMullen County,
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Texas. He married Bobby MEYER.
Bill spent the early part of his adult life in

oil fields in the area around Corpus Christi.
He now enjoys operating a store at Port La
vaca, Calhoun County, Texas.

William Tell and Bobby (Meyer) Amsler
have the following children:

a. Sherry Ann (b. 1938), b. Robert Heed (b.
1941), and c. Tella Virginia (b. 1951).

12th & 13th Generations
CHARLES CON RAD AMSLEH

5. Charles Conrad, fourth son of William
Tell and Cora Elizabeth (West) Amsler, was
born 16 Jan 1917 at Kingsville, Kleberg
County, Texas, and died 14 Sep 1968 in
Nueces County. He married Lula KALLICH
(b. 1917).

Charlie was head of the instrument divi
sion of a chemical company in Corpus
Christi until his untimely death at the age of
SO.

Charles Conrad and Lula (Kallich) Amsler
were the parents of three children:

a. Connie Marie (b. 1937), b. Charles Con
rad (b. 1957), and c. Monica (b. 1961).
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Antique Glass Stein Now Owned by De
scendants ofLouis Philip Amsler

11 th Generation
SOPHIA AMSLEH

6. Sophia, the fourth daughter of Louis
Philip and Sophia (Flatu) Amsler if the Alma
who died in infancy was older, was born 18
Jan 1886 and died 15 Nov 1917 a t Shiner,
Lavaca County, Texas.

Sophia's first cousin, Lena May Amsler of
McGregor, has written that Sophia never
married but taught school for some years.
She died of tuberculosis in early womanhood
and was buried in-Shiner.



9th Generation

IlL Maria c§lmsler

3. Maria, second daughter of Hans Ulrich
and Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler, was born 6
Apr 1810 at Schinznach, Canton Aargau,
Switzerland. In February 1834 she married
Jakob HEDIGER, according to records ob
tained from the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints.

This compiler has found no record of their

coming to America, but possibly a daughter
of theirs did. When Maria's mother landed
in the United States on 30 Mch 1855, in her
party was 14-year-old Barbara Hediger
("Passenger List of Vessels Arriving at New
Orleans, January I-May 3,1855," List Nos.
1-146 - Microfilm Copy 159, Roll 41, Na
tional Archives, Washington DC).

Cemetery in Church Yard at Schinznach Darf. Amslers are buried here.
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9th Generation

IV: Marcus c§lmsler
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IV. MARCUS AMSLER DO Biography

4. Marcus (Marc, Markus, or Mark)
Amsler, second son of Hans Ulrich and Bar
bara (Schaffner) Amsler, was born 2 Feb
1812 in Schinznach, Canton Aargau, Switz
erland. He died 29 Dec 1886 and was buried
on a hillside in Prairie Lea Cemetery at
Brenham, Washington County, Texas. On
12 June 1837, in Switzerland, Marcus mar
ried Mary Christina Elisabeth MEIER/
MEYER of Oberhausen in the Canton of
ZUrich.

It has been written that all the Amslers
who settled in Austin County "came to
Texas as a result of reading the enticing
descriptions of Texas by Friedrick Ernst"
(The History of German Settlements in
Texas, 18.31-1861, byR. L. Biesele, p. 48).
But Neill Fred Amsler Sr. in 1974 wrote that
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his ancestor, Marcus, migrated to America
at the urging of his older brother, Charles
Conrad, landing in New Orleans in 1837.
There he worked for a time as a machinist
(like "mechanic," this word then referred to
a man with manual skills, an artisan, or one
who was skilled at repairing machines) to
finance his trip to Austin County, Texas,
where his brother had located.

Marcus liked the rich land around Mill
heim and Ca t Spring so well that he made
numerous trips back to Switzerland to per
suade relatives and friends to join them in
Texas where, he said, "one could find total
independence. "

An amusing tale is told to the effect that
on one of his trips to Switzerland he bought
a box of good watches which were "hard to
come by in Texas." When he disembarked at
New Orleans he was arrested as a smuggler,
but "was released when he could show his
purchase slip and convinced them he was
planning on sell ing them in Texas." Pre
sumably he had to pay import duty on the
watches. This little legend has much in com
mon with a letter written in 1867 by Jacques
Kaesar Jr. to Charles Conrad Amsler, which
may be seen in the sketch of his life herein
above.

It seems that one of Marcus's trips back to
his fatherland was in the spring of 1839, for
his second daughter was born the eighth of
February 1840 on the ship Vespasian at the
mouth of the Mississippi. (This has been
spelled "Vespian" in some family records,
but that seems to have been an error in copy
ing. Re-examination of the film revealed that
"Vespasian" was plainly written twice and
hand printed twice. Vespasian, also called
Titus, was a Roman emperor in the 1st Cen
tury.)

Some family accounts relate that the ship
with a crew and nine passengers "set sail
from Aargau, Switzerland," but there are no
ocean ports in that canton. It is said that the
crossing was so stormy that the journey took
eight weeks (one account says three months),
but probably part of that time was con-
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sumed in going by rail from Switzerland to
the port of embarkation, Le Havre, France.

In 1958 the National Archives Record
Service filmed passenger lists for several U.S.
ports. Microcopy No. 259 consists of 106
rolls of Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at
New Orleans, 1820-1902, either all hand
written or on printed forms filled in by
hand. Roll 20 covers the period 1 Feb
29 June 1840. The LDS Church has made
copies of these lists and they can be seen at
their stake libraries, where this particular
roll is numbered 200,148.

The pertinent record is headed: "Pas
sengers taken on board the Ship Vespasian
whereof B. Winsor is Master, at the Port of
Havre and bound for New-Orleans." (The
underlined words were filled in on the
printed form.)

The column headings of this record are:
Name / Age / Sex / Occupation / Country to
which they belong I Country of which they
intend to become Inhabitants / Number that
have died on the Passage.

The first name on the list, plainly written,
is Mary Amsler / 29 / Female / Mechanic /
Switzerland I Texas I (nothing in the last col
umn, as no one died on the passage). Next
can be seen Marcus Amsler I 28 I
Male / Do (meaning ditto) / Do / Do. Then
comes John Amsler, 20, followed by Caralin,
aged 2, both dittoed in every column except
Sex!

Next come the names (difficult to de
cipher) of five men: a laborer, three farmers,
and a bookbinder, most of whom were from
France, and only one bound for Texas. At
the bottom of the list appears the notation:
"One Child born on board Feby 8th in the
river," signed by Benjamin Winsor on 10
Feb 1840.

Some descendants list the wife of Marcus
Amsler as Christina Elisabeth Meier, while
others show Mary Christina or Christine.
This ship list gives only Mary, probably for
brevity. The most plausible reason for hav
ing her name before her husband's is that the

clerk asked that parties be listed with the
oldest member first. That order separates the
parents from their daughter Caroline by the
name of Marcus's brother Johannes (John).

It has been handed down in the family of
Neill F. Amsler Sr. that "Marcus' widowed
mother Barbara with a youth (name unre
corded) were with the Marcus Amsler fam
ily," but her name was not on this passenger
list. It does appear on an 1855 list, however.
Neill also thinks that Fritz (Friedrich) came
to Texas with Marcus, probably in 1837.

In his December 1974 recollections, Neill
Amsler wrote that he possessed the original
land grant or headright issued to Marcus
Amsler and that it was signed 7 Oct 1845 by
Governor Pease. However, on that date
Texas was still a republic and Anson Jones
was president; Elisha M. Pease did not be
come governor until 21 Dec 1853. Neill
seems to have telescoped two instruments:
(1) the fourth class headright certificate
granting 640 acres to Marcus in 1845,
signed by Edwin Waller, chief justice and
ex-officio president of the Board of Land
Commissioners for Austin County; and (2)
the grant to Solomon H. Grubler, assignee of
Marcus Amsler, signed by Gov. E. M. Pease
on 8 Mch 1855. It appears in the latter docu
ment tha t Marcus transferred his uncondi
tional certificate to Grubler on 20 Nov
1845, but the assignee did not record his
claim for nearly ten years. (See Supplement
"Land Records.")

Apparently would-be settlers rented,
bought or just took possession of vacant land
they wanted, pending receipt of their land
grants.

It is learned from The Handbook of Texas
under "Land Grants," and from an outline
compiled by David A. Reeves, Director of
Records at the General Land Office in Aus
tin that, beginning in 1841, fourth class
h~adright certificates were granted to those
who came to Texas between 1 Jan 1840 and
1 Jan 1842. These land grants consisted of
640 acres for the head of a family, and were
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Details of His Life

usually "conditional" upon the man's re
maining in Texas and making certain im
provements on the property within a speci
fied time limit.

However, it is twice stated in Marcus's
certificate that it is unconditional, which
may indicate that the board was taking into
account his residence in Texas before 1840.
Very likely he did not apply for a headright
sooner because he knew that he would get
more land if he wa ited until he had brought
his family into the country.

Although Marcus's certificate #34 is des
ignated 4th Class (written with old style s re
semblingfs) on the face, there is a confusing
"3 Class" in the filing area. Authorities at
the General Land Office reveal that that
means the Fourth Class certificates were
filed with the Third at one time.

A regrettably misleading statement was
printed in 1899 in a Supplement to the
Bellville Wochenblatt. In an interview about
Cat Spring with M. Hartmann who had ar
rived in 1847, blame for the misstatements
may be laid on language and memory prob
lems. It reads: "In 1834 the Amsler brothers,
Charles and Mark, settled here, soon after
the Von Roeder family came, all locating on
land granted by the Texas Republic." Of
course, there was no Texas Republic in
1834, Marcus did not come until (it is
thought) 1837, and evidence indicates that
the Von Roeders and Klebergs arrived after
Charles Conrad Amsler did in July 1834. On
2 Mch 1839, Robert and Louis Kleberg
made sworn statements to the Board of Land
Commissioners for Austin County that L. S.
Von Roeder with his family came to Texas in
the month of December 1834. M. Ha rt
mann's next statement corroborates that:
"Amsler had not the means to have his land
located and surveyed, but appearance of
Louis Von Roeder with a purse well filled
with Spanish doubloons supplied the defi
ciency. "

The Cat Spring Story (p. 21) says Marcus
settled "in old Millheim about 1837." On
the 1860 census, his nearest post office was

Industry, northwest of Cat Spring. Jewel
(Gross) Wammel wrote: "They arrived in
Ca t Spring in 1840 and built a log cabin
near the creek where they had gotten a land
grant." (As noted above, Marcus received
and sold his headright in 1845.) "They set
tled in old Millheim on what was later
known as the Albert Walther place, where
he engaged in farming." As appears in Sup
plement "Land Records," on the 1898 war
ranty deed to Albert Walther, this was part
of "the 212 acres of land the late homestead
farm of Marcus Amsler deceased and parts
of the Roeder and M. N. Allen Leagues sit
uated south of Mill Creek in Austin County."

The log cabin was superseded by a three
story house, described by Ted Kuchel in two
letters. The first, dated 8 Aug 1969, was to
Mrs. J. L. Reitch. [Theodore Bailey Kuchel,
son of Lutitia (Bailey) Kuchel, daughter of
Sophia (Amsler) Ba iley, daughter of Marcus
and Mary Christina Amsler. Joseph Louis
Reitch was a son of Marcus Otto Reitch, son
of Caroline (Amsler) Reitsch, daughter of
said Marcus.]

... he (Marcus) set up a sawmill and built
himself a three story home of quarter sawed oak,
polished and inlaid, with (l fireplace in every
room all connecting up to one large chimney. Up
on the third floor was a large door into this
chimney where he hung hams and other meats for
smoking. Above was a large metal triangle, used
as a bell, and every few weeks he would hit this
triangle with a metal rod and the tone could be
heard for miles. This would announce a party and
the neighbors from miles around would come and
sta y a week or so. Ma reus Amsler was a gre
garious person and loved to have company.

Then on 12 Jan 1976 Ted gave additional
details in a letter to this compiler (see also
the Tenth Generation sketch of Sophia
Amsler and her husband, Dr. George Henry
Btidey). He stated that the tradition in the
Bailey-Kuchel line is that Marcus bought a
sawmill in New Orleans and set it up in the
"Piney Woods" [This apparently was after
the Civil War when he moved to Montgom
ery County.] "and started to build the largest
and most pretentious home in the whole area
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.... He sawed his own lumber and rented
out his sawmill to others while planting his
acreage. He built slave houses and soon had
a growing concern.

Another demonstration of Marcus's hos
pitality is the fact that he took into his home
his sister Sophia (Amsler) Seeberger when
her marriage had broken up. With six chil
dren of his own, Marcus warm-heartedly
welcomed his crippled sister and her three
daughters. At the time of the 1860 census,
Swiss-born, 21-year-old Jacob Amsler also
was a member of his household.

Besides being a fine machinist, Marcus
became a good fanner, interested in the
community, the furtherance of education,
and the church. He was a charter member of
the Cat Spring Agricultural Society (or
ganized at the church on 7 June 1856), and
later was a member of the First Lutheran
Church in Brenham.

Marcus Amsler became proficient at
handling ox teams, sometimes driving them
as far as Houston for supplies. During the
Civil War, like other members of the family,
Marcus aided the Confederacy by hauling
cotton to Matamoros, Mexico. It has been
estimated that between two and three hun
dred thousand bales were exported through
Mexican ports during the Civil War. Since
all Confederate ports were blockaded, this
was the only way that cotton could be
shipped to England. Some accounts say that
Louisa accompanied her father to Mata
moros, but those trips were so hazardous,
and she was so grown up by then that it is
improbable.

After the Civil War (quaintly called "the
Confederate War" by John C. Amsler in
"The Torch's Final Flare"), Marcus Amsler
"operated a saw mill in Montgomery Coun
ty and later moved to Brenham to enter the
implement business" (The Cat Spring Story,
p. 22). On 25 June 1867, Charles Amsler Jr.
wrote a letter to his father from Clear Creek,
Montgomery County: "I was at Uncle Mar
ells mill about ten days after he started
it he has got a rong handed saw blade he

had sawed about 3,000 ft it would not op
perate I [am] afraid he will fail by fall"
[sic]. Fortunately, his prediction was wrong,
it seems.

No details of Marcus Amsler's business
ventures in Brenham are at hand, but he ob
viously did well enough to give his sons a
good start in life. Making money was not the
prime objective with Marcus - he was a
man who enjoyed life and his fellow man.

Christina (Meier) Amsler

The wife of Marcus Amsler was born 25
Dec 1810 at Oberhausen, ZUrich, Switz
erland. She died 17 Jan 1899 in Brenham,
Washington County, Texas, and was buried
beside her husband on a hillside in Prairie
Lea Cemetery.

She is referred to as Christina Elisabeth
Meier by some descendants and as Mary
Christine Meyers by others. She was listed on
the 1850 and 1870 censuses as Christine and
in 1860 as c.; she probably was called
Christina, but the clerk who made up the
passenger list in 1840 used the shorter name,
Mary.

Like so many early Amsler wives, she was
a little older than her husband. Her out
standing trait must have been patience or
meekness: soon after their June wedding she
let her husband leave for America. It is not
known if Marcus returned for the birth of
their first child, but perhaps she cast aside
her meekness and determined not to bear the
second one alone!

Only two months before the arrival of
Louisa (according to the tradition that the
ship was eight weeks crossing the Atlantic
because of severe storms), Christina sa iled
for Texas. Since she was the only woman
aboard (unless the master's wife was a long),
and since the 1850 census records Louisa as
"born on the sea," there seems little doubt
that Christina was the mother of the child
born as they approached New Orleans. At
least she had the comfort of her husband's
presence during her ordeal on the rolling
ship.
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Lutitia (Bailey) Kuchel, whose mother,
Sophie, was the youngest daughter of Ma r
eus and Christine Amsler, in 1928 wrote to
her brother Neill that Christine had a sister
in New Orleans who had married a man
named Kleinert. They owned a large furni
ture store and had two daughters.

Marcus and Christina (Meier) Amsler had
six children, whose lives will be sketched in
the Tenth Generation:

1. Caroline (b. 3 June 1838; m. Hugo
REITSCH), 2. Louisa (b. 8 Feb 1840; m. John
Patrick BYRNES), 3. Edward (born in 1843), 4.
Marcus (b. 5 Feb 1846), 5. Soph ia (b. 15 Feb
1849; m. Dr. George Henry BAILEY), and 6.
Samuel G. (b. 4 Nov 1852).

10th Generation
CAROLINE AMSLEH

1. Caroline/Carolina, first child of Marcus
and Christina. (Meier) Amsler, was born 3
June 1838 in Schinznach, Switzerland, and
died (according to the Index to Death Cer-

tificates in Texas State Library) 27 Sep 1920
in Palestine, Anderson County, Texas. On 25
Oct 1855 in Austin County she was married
to Hugo REITSCH.

Caroline was less than two years old when
she reached America after a stormy, eight
week journey from Le Havre, France. Her
father had been to Texas, secured some land,
and returned to Switzerland for his family.

They disembarked from a small ship at
New Orleans on 10 Feb 1840 (passenger
Lists of Vessels Arriving at New Orleans
1820-1902, National Archives Microcopy
#259, Roll No. 200,148 of the copy made by
LDS Church). This vessel is ea lied the Ves
pian in many family accounts, but the Neill
Amslers interpreted the name as Vesparian.
Re-examination of the microfilm disclosed
that the ship was the Vespasian, named for a
Roman emperor of the 1st Century.

Marcus Amsler, a fine watchmaker by
trade, brought with him on this trip two bar
rels of watches which he traded for supplies
before leaving New Orleans to take his fami
ly to their new home in Austin County,
Texas, one tradition aff irms.

Some accounts say that Marcus settled "in
old Millheim" in eastern Austin County, but
The Handbook of Texas says that was not
founded until 1845 and not named until the
1850s. Perhaps he was the first settler in the
area, or maybe he stayed near Cat Spring a
few years. At any rate, Caroline grew up in a
hospitable home on a farm where cotton was
the principal crop (accorcling to Ma rgaret
Byrnes Gardner). Caroline was married at a
very early age to Hugo Reitsch, who had re
cently arrived from Prussia. After less than
14 years, she was left a young widow with
four children and a baby expected shortly.
Ca roline had more than her share of life's
hard blows!

In the early 1890s while Caroline was liv
ing in Palestine, Texas she gave employment
to a young girl from Austria. Her name was
Mary Miick, and in 1892 she married Mar
cus Thomas (Maxie) Byrnes, a son of Caro
line's sister Louisa.
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Hugo Reitsch

Caroline's husband Hugo Reitsch was
born in 1831 in Prussia, and was a sil
versmith by trade. He came to the United
States in June 1850, he declared in his
"intention to become an American citizen"
dated 1 Apr J 853. He was granted full nat
uralization [Nov 1855, just a week after his
marriage.

Their first three children were born in
Austin County, then one in Galveston Coun
ty, and finally one in Waller County two
months after the death of the father on 31
Jan 1869, at Hempstead, Texas.

On the 1870 census of Waller County the
name was spelled "Wright," as Martha
(Reitch) Findley cleverly discovered. When
she was unable to find a Reitsch family on
that census, although the family Bible re
corded that Hugo Jr. was born in Hemp
stead, Martha read the mortality schedule of
those who had died the preceding year. By
checking the Occupation column for "sil
versmith" she came upon a Hugo Wright,
and thus was able to find his widow and
children on the population schedule (regula r
census). This shows that the name was pro
nounced with a long i then, but "Rich" now.

For more details about the five children of
Hugo and Caroline (Amsler) Reitsch, see
their respective names in the Eleventh Gen
eration.

1. Charles A. (b. 5 Nov 1~57), 2. Clara (b. 24
Dec: 1859; m. John Joseph SULLIVAN), 3. Mary
(b. 3 June 1863; m. James S. Mc:CAWLEY), 4.
Marcus Otto (b. 26 Feb 1866), and 5. Hugo (b. 29
Mch 1869).

10th Generation
LOUISA AMSLER

2. Louisa, second daughter of Marcus and
Mary Christina (Meier) Amsler, was born 8
Feb 1840 on the sailing schooner Vespasian,
and died 17 Aug 1934 at Houston, Harris
County, Texas, but was buried in Prairie Lea
Cemetery at Brenham. On 26 Dec 1866
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Louisa was married to John Patrick
BYRNES.

The reason for Louisa's unusual birthplace
is that her father, having made a trip to
Texas to look it over, was bringing his fami
ly from Switzerland to settle in the Lone Star
State. After being eight weeks in crossing,
the little vessel was prevented from entering
New Orleans by stormy winds. The ship's
passenger list (see sketch of Marcus Amsler)
bears the notation: "One child born on
board Feby 8th in the river." New Orleans is
about 100 miles up the Mississippi from the
Gulf of Mexico, but 1850 census reports list
Louisa as "born at sea." Another proof that
the baby was Louisa Amsler, according to
family researchers, is that her mother, Mary
Christina, was the only woman among the
nine passengers aboard. Family tradition is
that· Louisa was so named because the land
nearest to her birthplace was Louisiana, but
some family members pronounce Louisa
with a long i.



Childhood DO John Patrick Byrnes DO Edward Amsler

In his recollections, Neill Amsler wrote
that Louisa "was known as quite a tomboy
and many are the pranks she played in her
lifetime." She often accompanied her father
on trips to get supplies in an oxcart. Return
ing from one of these trips to Houston, they
passed over the Brazos on the ferry at the
San Felipe crossing. Marcus got out of the
cart and was kicked off the ferry (which had
no rail) by a mean old ox. He soon came up
beyond the ferry, so no grea t ha I'm was done
except for the severe fright suffered by
Louisa and her fa ther.

Louisa mentioned that once in her early
childhood, an iron plow broke and her
father rode all the way to New Orleans to
buy another one.

One account says that Louisa accom
panied her father when he hauled cotton to
Matamoros during the Civil War, all other
southern ports being blockaded by the Union
navy. But since Louisa was a young lady by
then and the trip was extremely hazardous
(Fritz Ramm was fatally shot on one such
trip), it seems unlikely that she would be per
mitted to go.

One family recollection is that during the
Civ'il War, Louisa's brothers had left [but
probably not Samuel G. who was born in
1852] so that just the parents and the three
girls were there to work the farm in the
Millheim area. She [Louisa?] said they would
hide in the cornfield to escape the soldiers
who were foraging the countryside. But no
Union soldiers came that far south and west,
the account concludes.

After the Civil War, Louisa married John
Patrick Byrnes, a blacksmith from Ireland.
They lived first at Magnolia, Montgomery
County, where he worked in a sawmill. Then
between 1869 and 1871 he bought eight
acres of land in Hockley, Ha rris County, and
opened a blacksmith shop of his own. The
shop was under a huge oak tree which still
stands. The parents and their daughter
Margaret Janella lived there until Mr.
Byrnes died in 1911, after which Louisa and
Maggie moved to Houston.

John Patrick Byrnes

John Patrick Byrnes was born 10 May
1838 in the village of Ballyphillips (?), Tip
perary, Ireland. He came to America in
1859 because of a potato famine and subse
quent depression in his homeland.

J. P. Byrnes was in the 101st Cavalry of
Texas, his descendants report, and served
during the first part of the war in New Mex
ico and Arizona because "They thought that
the Union Army might land in California
and come overland through those two west
ern states. He said they never did see any
Union soldiers, but had many fatalities due
to small pox and Apache indians. He re
turned to Texas and the unit was sent to
Vicksburg. He was there during the seige
[sic] and said conditions were terrible. They
almost starved to death."

John Patrick Byrnes was a Roman Cath
olic and had a sister called Alley who was a
nun. He was also a member of the Masonic
order, and died 12 MCh 1911 ill Hoc:kley,
Harris County, Texas.

The five children of John Patrick and
Louisa (Amsler) Byrnes will be sketched in
the Eleventh Generation, under their names:

1. Marcus Thomas (Maxie, b. 8 Jan 18(8), 2.
William Edward (Ed, b. 26/29 Oct 1871), 3.
Margaret Janella (b. 13 Nov 1875 or 1874/76),4.
Forrest Tell lb. 10 Jan IS80), and 5. Mary
Louise/a (May Barbara? b. 14 No\' 1884; 111.

George KELLEY).

10th Generation
EDWAHD AMSLER

3. Edward, first son of Marcus and Mary
Christina (Meier) Amsler, was born in 1843
in the Millheim-Cat Spring area of Austin
County, Texas, and died 24 Dec 1923 in
Washington County (Index to D(!ath Cer
tificates 1903-1940 at Texas State Library).
On 31 Dec 1868 he married Emily or
Amelia SCHMIDT from Millheim. She was
born in 1848 and died 9 Aug 1934 in Wash
ington County. Edward was a member of
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the Lutheran Church; both were buried in
Brenham, Washington County, Texas.

Edward attended the University in Milan,
Italy, in his youth. In 1872 his daughter
Alma Corinne was born in Hockley, Harris
County, and in 1873 he moved to Brenham
where he became active in business and civic
affairs. He had a wagon and farm imple
ment establishment and operated a cotton
storage business as well. Edward was a
director of the First National Bank and a
county commissioner.

Edward and Emily (Schmidt) Amsler had
only two children, according to the charts so
painstakingly compiled by Jewel (Gross)
Wammel:

1. Walter H., who was born in 1869, and 2.
Alma Corinne (b. 21 Jly 1872; m. Dr. Charles
Robert EVERSBERG) - see Eleventh Generation
for both.

10th Genera tion
MARCUS AMSLER ]H.

4. Sometimes referred to as Marcus John
Sr. and sometimes as Marcus II, he was the
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second son of Marcus and Mary Christina
(Meier) Amsler. This Marcus was born 5 Feb
1846 in Austin County, Texas, and died 7
Sep 1917 in Washington County. On 14 Feb
1867 he married Hulda RAMM or RAHM in
Bellville, Austin County. Both are buried in
Prairie Lea Cemetery, Brenham, Texas.

On an application blank for membership
in The Sons of the Republic of Texas, Mar
cus's birthplace is listed as Austin, Travis
County, but it is believed that that conclu
sion was reached from perusal of old docu
ments whereon "San Felipe de Austin," orig
inal seat of government of Austin County,
was referred to as merely "Austin." No other
record has been found to indicate that Mar
cus and Mary Christina lived in Travis
County at any time.

It has been recorded by Neill F. Amsler
that his grandfather Marcus II or Marcus
John Sr. had a farm on the Brenham-Burton
road, and operated a confectionery store as
well as a cotton warehouse.

His obituary, printed in the Brenham
newspaper presumably on 8 Sep 1917, refers
to Marcus as "One of Brenham's most high-



Biography

Some Amslers About 1913 (Boy Born 1899). L to R: *Marcus Jr., Walter (son of Ed
ward), *Sophie (A.) Bailey, *Louisa (A.) Byrnes, Emily (nee Schmidt, wife of Ed
ward), Charlie Ed Eversberg (grandson of Edward and Emily), and *Edward. The
four starred names were brothers and sisters.

ly respected citizens." It mentions that he
received a good education in his native com
munity.

He was too young to enl ist in the Con
federate Army, "but the intelligent service
he rendered his countrymen at this period of
time eclipsed any work he might have ac
complished as a soldier." Although he was
only 16, the Confederate authorities at
Houston gave Marcus a contract to haul cot
ton to Matamoros, Mexico, the only near
port not blockaded by the Federal Navy. He
was captain of about ten ox teams used on
the trips, which usually took three months.
Besides the difficulty of getting the flatbed

wagons over the poor roads was the ever
present danger of being attacked by bandits
and the possibility of capture by a Yankee
patrol. On the return trip the wagons were
laden with all kinds of scarce supplies.

Soon after the Civil War ended Marcus
married Hulda Ramm and moved to Mont
gomery County where he successfully
operated a sawmill. Next he became a
member of the firm Thompson, Wood and
Amsler, extensive dealers in lumber. Later
he engaged in various pursuits: handling
farm implements, buggies, operating a cot
ton yard, and conducting real estate transac
tions.
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Deeply interested in the political affairs of
the city and county, Marcus Amsler served a
term (1882) as tax collector, and was a con
scientious alderman for many years.

He was described as true to his friends, in
dulgent, kind and loving to his family, and
brave, cheerful and patient during his last
months of intense suffering. On his death
certificate the cause of death is given as
cancer of the cheek bones and heart weak
ness. His birthplace is listed as "Austin
Tex.," instead of Austin County.

Hulda (Hamm) Amsler

Hulda Ramm was born 2 Feb 1847 at Cat
Spring, Austin County, Texas, and died 12
Jan 1938 at San Angelo, Tom Green County.
On her death certificate (information sup
plied by her daughter Emma, Mrs. Horace
Craig of San Angelo), Hulda's father's name
is given as John Ramm, mother's name
unknown.

But in The Cat Sp1'ing Story, page 68, we
read that Fritz Ramm, hearing of favorable
conditions in Austin County, Texas, took his
wife there from Rostock, Mecklenburg, Ger
many, in 1845. They engaged in farming
and raised four children. While hauling cot
ton to Mexico, Fritz Ramm was shot by
some Mexicans as he tried to cross the Hio
Grande. He later died of the wounds, and his
two sons were held captive until the close of
the war, when they returned to Cat Spring.

In the obituary of Marcus Amsler appears
the statement: "On one expedition [to haul
cotton to Matamoros] they were attacked
from ambush by an outlaw who shot Mr.
Ramm whose daughter Mr. Amsler later
married."

So, whether his name was John or Fritz, it
was Hulda Hamm's father who was killed.
The ca use of her dea th is given as gastritis on
the death certificate, and the place of re
moval for burial was Brenham.

The four children of Marcus (John?) and
Hulda (Ramm) Amsler will be sketched in
the Eleventh Generation under their respec
tive names:

1. Christina (b. 31 Mch 1869; m. Vincent
Joseph SCHILLER), 2. Fred Louis (b. 7 Sep
1873),3. Otto (b. 30 Aug 1875; d. 29 Mch 1876;
buried Kollatschny Cemetery, Cat Spring), 4.
Marcus John (b. Oct 1877), and 5. Emma (birth
date unknown; married four times).

10th Genera tion
SOPHIA AMSLER

5. Sophia/Sophie, third daughter of Mar
cus and Mary Christina (Meier) Amsler, was
born 15 Feb 1849 at Cat Spring, Austin
County, Texas, and died in September 1942
at Phoenix, Arizona. She was buried in the
Anaheim Cemetery, Orange County, Cali
fornia. On 13 Jan 1870 she was married to
Dr. George Henry BAILEY (see below).

Sophie and her husband had several
homes: first, he practiced medicine around
Bellville, then they moved to Harris County
and lived at "Rose Hills," the name her
father had given to a portion of his property.
Their first two children were born there, and
then Dr. Bailey's severe asthma forced them
to migrate to California in search of better

. climate. The third child was born in San
Diego County; the fourth one in Orange
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County; and the last one back in Texas, in
Austin County.

After the death of her husband, Sophia
was "under the care" of her son Neill (he
wrote to Governor Sterling in 1931) but,
since his careers in railroading and the army
kept him on the move, she spent most of her
time with her youngest daughter in Phoenix,
Arizona. Her final resting place was beside
her husband in the town where her oldest
daughter lived.

George Henry Bailey, M.D.

George Henry Bailey was born 7 Apr 1837
at Augusta, Richmond County, Georgia (or
in Fort Bend County, Texas, per 1931 letter
of Neill E. Bailey to Gov. Ross Sterling). He
died 4 Aug 1909 a t Anaheim, Orange Coun
ty, California.

Dr. Bailey graduated from the Medical
School of Tulane University (then University
of Louisiana, his son wrote) at New Orleans
in 1860 or 1861. Without waiting to obtain
a commission as a surgeon, on 7 Sep 1861 at
Houston, Texas, he enlisted (for the duration
of the war) as a private in Capt. John T.
Holt's Company of "Terry's Regiment of
Texas Rangers," officially designated as 8th
Texas Cavalry, Confederate States Army.

Because of the name they had chosen for
themselves, these men w~re often assumed
(by out-oF-state people) to be Former Texas
Rangers, a reputation they tried to live up to!

After participating in some heavy cam
paigning against the Federal forces, Dr.
Bailey was honorably discharged on sur
geon's certificate of his disability because of
chronic bronchitis. This occurred at Bell's
Station, Kentucky, on 25 Dec 1861. By
March 1863 he was back on active duty for
the Confederacy in Texas (see Supplement
"Military Records"), earning promotions
and commendations for his gallant service at
the Battle of Sabine Pass and elsewhere.

After the war, Captain Bailey rented an
abandoned slave house from Marcus Amsler
and fitted it out as an office from which to
practice medicine. A romance with his land
lord's daughter blossomed into marriage,
but recurrent bouts of asthma and bronchitis
eventually dictated a move to the far West.
They went by rail as far as possible, then on
the Butterfield Stage. When the stagecoach
reached Julian, a gold rush town in San
Diego County, California, a man rushed up
and asked if there were a doctor aboard. Dr.
Bailey was barely given time to take his
family to the hotel (two small children and
his wife expecting another soon) before he
was led away to treat three gun-shot victims.
He was paid in gold dust, his descendants
remember.

A few weeks after Neill was born there in
Julian, the family moved on to San Diego,
and then to Los Angeles. En route they
caught a haunting glimpse of Anaheim (a
town about a mile square with a willow
hedge and a ten-foot ditch running around
it). Later the Baileys returned to Anaheim
and made it their home, alternately with
Austin County, Texas. About 1889 Dr. Bai
ley's health broke down and, according to
his son Neill's letter (see "Military Records")
seeking a Confedera te pension for his moth
er, he was helpless for twenty years and died
a t Anaheim in 1909.

The five children of George Henry and
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Sophia (Amsler) Bailey will be found under
their respective names in the Eleventh
Generation:

1. Lutitia Christina lb. 22 Nov 1870; m. Henry
KUCHELj, 2. Lloyd Charlesworth (b. 24 Dec
1872), 3. Neill Edwards (b. 20 Dec 1874), 4.
Zelma Maud (b. 19 Apr 1878; m. Frederick
CLEAVELAND), 5. George la daughter, b. 19
Jan 1887; m. William K. HUMBERT),

10th Generation
SAMUEL G. AMSLEH

6. Samuel G., third son of Marcus and
Mary Christina (Meier) Amsler, was born 4
Nov 1852 in Austin County, Texas, and died
IS Nov 1885. He was buried in Millheim
Cemetery, Austin County. On 27 Dec 1877
he married Clara GOEBEL.

The only thing found in print about Sam,
the son of Marcus Amsler who "settled in old
Millheim about 1837" is rather misleading.
On page 22 of The Cat Spring Story we find
"Sam was killed in an accident as a youth
while hunting with his close friend, Siegis
mund Engelking." True, this Sam was only
33 when he died, but he left four children, so
he was more than "a youth." The writer
must have confused Samuel G. Amsler with
someone else.

There 'is a tradition that Clara Goebel was
"of the Nobility of Germany," but no details
are given, except that she was noted for her
imperious manner. Of course, there were
many tiny princedoms in the territory we
now call Germany. She is said to have been
born in 1854 in Prussia and to have come to
the United States in 1874, alone. She may
have come to Austin County to join rela
tives, for R. and A. Goebel were charter
members of the Agricultural Society of Cat
Spring in 1856, according to The Cat Spring
StOl·Y. The lanel near Millheim on which
Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler was buried in
1857 is currently called the Alvin Goebel
Farm. There is a theory that the land be
longed to Amslers when she was buried.

Clara (Goebel) Amsler died 25 Jan 1946 in
Harris County and was buried in Woodlawn
Cemetery at Houston. She lived with her
daughter, Mrs. C. E. Stetler, in Houston. Her
son, Albert, also lived with them. He died in
1943' and was buried in Woodlawn Ceme
tery,

The four children of Samuel G. and Clara
(Goebel) Amsler will be sketched under their
respective names in the Eleventh Genera
tion.
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1. Edward S. (b. 22 Nov 1878), 2. Albert Mar
cus (0. 16 Sep 1881), 3. Emma (b. 12 Oct 1883),
and 4. Mathilda Clair (Tillie, b. 21 Aug 1884; m.
C. E. STETLER).

11 th Generation
CHAHLES A. HEITCH

1. Charles A., first son of Hugo and
Caroline (Amsler) Reitsch, was born 5 Nov
1857 in Bellville, Austin County, Texas, and
died 11 June 1926 in Mineola, Wood Coun
ty. On 10 Jly 1889, in Gregg County, he
married Emma Parilee ANSLEY (b. 5 Dec
1868; d. 29 June 1942).

It was in this generation that the s was
ch'opped from the name Reitsch and it began
to be pronounced "rich."

Charlie's adult life was spent as an
engineer on the I&GN (International and
Great Northern) and SP (Southern Pacific)
railroads.

The three children of Charlie A. and Em
ma Parilee (Ansley) Reitch were:

1. Ethel Eudora, 2. Charles Ansley, and 3. Tom
Clarence.

12th-14th Genera tions
ETHEL (REITCH) BUCHANAN

1. Ethel Eudora, first daughter of Charlie
A. and Emma Parilee (Ansley) Reitch, was
born 27 Jan 1891 at Palestine, Anderson
County, Texas. On 28 May 1911 she was
married to Alfred Patten BUCHANAN,
M.D. (b. 23 Mch 1882; d. 22 Mch 1952).

Dr. Alfred Patten and Ethel Eudora
(Reitch) Buchanan had two daughters:

a. Rosalie (b. 16 Oct 1916) who was ma r
ried on 23 Dec 1938 to Lawrence Douglas
SMITH (b. 11 Dec 1913). They have one son:

1. James Patten (b. 8 Feb 1951).
b. Ann Patten (b. 24 Jan 1927) who was

married on 2 Apr 1949 to James Frank SIM
MON (b. 27 Jan 1929). They have one son:

i. James Buchanan (b. 22 Apr 1954).

12th Generation
CHAHLES ANSLEY HEITCH

2. Charles Ansley, first son of Charlie A.
and Emma Parilee (Ansley) Reiteh, was born
22 Nov 1895 at Palestine, and died 2/3 Jly
1970. On 14 Oct 1920 he married Charm
KITCHENS.

Charles Ansley Reitch was retired andliv
ing in Houston at the time of his death. They
had no children.

12th Generation
TOM CLAHENCE HEITCH

3. Tom Clarence, second son of Charlie A.
and Emma Parilee (Ansley) Reitch, was born
22 Jan 1904 at Palestine, Texas. On II Sep
1938 he married Mary BRYAN (b. 21 Feb
1907).

Tom Clarence in 1976 was enjoying re
tirement in Mineola, Wood County, Texas.
No children were reported for this couple.

II th Generation
CLAHA BErTCH

2. Clara, first daughter of Hugo and
Caroline (Amsler) Reitsch, was born 24 Dec
1859 in Austin County, Texas, and died 17
Oct 1886 in Dallas County. Clara was mar
ried to John Joseph SULLIVAN.

The Sullivans had three children, two of
whom can be seen below in the Twelfth
Generation:

1. Peter Aloysius, 2. Charlie (b. 8 Jly 1883
at Rockdale, Milam County; d. unmarried
1917/18), and 3. Mary Reitch.

12th & 13th Generations
PETEB ALOYSIUS SULLIVAN

1. Peter Aloysius, first son of John Joseph
and Clara (Reitch) Sullivan, was born 13
June 1880 in Anderson County, Texas, and
died 25 May 1944, in Palestine. On 30 June
1905 Peter A. married Laura MILTON, who
died in Dallas County, Texas.
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Two children are reported to have been
born to the Sullivans:

a. Virginia (5 Dec 1911), and
b. Peter Aloysius Jr. (21 Sep 1914), both in

Anderson County.

12th-14th Generations
MARY REITCH (SULLIVAN) EVERETT

3. Mary Reitch, only daughter of John
Joseph and Clara (Reitch) Sullivan, was born
10 Feb 1887 (or 1889 - accounts vary) in
Anderson County, Texas, and died 16 Nov
1969 (one source says 10 Feb 1941, but
another gives that as the death date of her
husband). On 15 Mch 1909 she was married
to Roy M. EVERETT (d. 10 Feb 1941).

The known Everett children are:
a. Mary Alden, born 23 Apr 1911, and

married Jeff W. HASSELL Jr. They live in
Dallas and have four children.

b. Morrison, born 1 Aug 1912, and mar
ried Marie TURNER. They are said to have
adopted four children.

11 th Generation
MAHY HEITCH

3. Mary, second daughter of Hugo and
Caroline (Amsler) Reitsch, was born 3 June
1863 at Bellville, Austin County, Texas, and
died 21 May 1902 at Rockdale, Milam
County. She was buried in Old City Cem
etery at Rockdale. On 19 Apr 1887 at Pal
estine in Anderson County she was married
to James S. McCAWLEY (b. 1844; d. 21
Mch 1930 at Rockdale).

James S. and Mary (Reitch) McCawley
were the parents of three children:

1. Patrick Hugo (see Twelfth Generation).
2. Charlie Marcus (b. 12 Sep 1890; d. 28

Nov 1969).
3. Margaret Lillian (b. 5 Sep 1895). On 19

Aug 1927 she was married to James
McGRANAHAN. The McGranahans have
enjoyed a life of extensive traveling.

12th-14th Generations
PATRICK HUGO McCAWLEY

1. Patrick Hugo, first son of James and
Mary (Reitch) McCawley, was born 12 Feb
1888 and died 28 Jly 1949. On 9 Jan 1911
he married Pearl NEELY (b. 2 Oct 1891; d.
20 Apr 1969).

Patrick Hugo and Pearl (Neely) McCawley
had two children:

a. Hugo Jr., born in 1916; probably died
young, as one account says the McCawleys
had only a daughter.

b. Doris, born 21 Sep 1919; was married
on 5 Oct 1940 to Leonard KREUZ; thought
to have two children.

11 th Generation
MARCUS OTTO REITCH

4. Marcus Otto, second son of Hugo and
Caroline (Amsler) Reitsch, was born 26 Feb
1866 in Galveston County, Texas, and died
4 Jly 1920 in Marshall, Harrison County.
On 12 Sep 1893 in Anderson County, he
married Mary REILEY (b. II Apr 1870,
Houston, Texas; d. 16 Mch 1942). Her
parents were Patrick and Mary Catherine
(Feehan) Reiley.

Marcus Otto was an engineer on the Inter
national and Great Northern and the Texas
and Pacific ra ilroads. He was a member of
the Masonic Lodge at Marshall, where he
received the second degree in 1887 and was
demitted in 1905.

The five children of Marcus Otto and
Mary (Reiley) Reitch were all born in
Palestine, Anderson County.

1. Patrick Lee (b. 19 June 1894; d. 26 Dec
1952; never married).

2. Helen (see Twelfth Generation).

3. Marcus Otto (see Twelfth Generation).

4. Robert Emmett (b. 18 Aug 1900; d. un
married at Marshall in 1918).

5. Joseph Louis (see Twelfth Generation).
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12th-14th Generations
HELEN (REITCH) BERGLUND

2. Helen, only daughter of Marcus Otto
and Mary (Reiley) Reitch, was born 11 Apr
1896 at Palestine, Anderson County, Texas.
On 5 Sep 1923 she was married to Ernest
BERGLUND (b. 4 Sep 1892; d. 18 Apr 1967
at Marshall, Harrison County, Texas).

Two children were born to the Berglunds:
a. Ernest Jr., born 13 Oct 1925 at

Marshall, and
b. Mary Helen, born 2 Dec 1927. On 7

Apr 1955, in Pasadena, Harris County,
Texas, she was married to James Ward
PONDER (b. 16 Nov 1926).

Mary Helen graduated from North Texas
State College at Denton, and has taught
school in Pasadena and elsewhere.

James Ward and Mary Helen (Berglund)
Ponder had one son:

i. James Daniel, born 19 Dec 1962 at
Pasadena, Texas.

12th Generation
MARCUS OTTO REITCH JR.

3. Marcus Otto Jr., second son of Marcus
Otto and Mary (Reiley) Reitch, was born 25
Jan 1898 in Anderson County, Texas. On 17
June 1939 in Dallas, Texas, he married Jessie
DEMPSEY (b. 5 Dec 1903 in New York).

By 1974 Marcus Otto Jr. had retired from
his career with Mobil Pipeline Company and
was residing in Corsicana, Texas.

12th Generation
JOSEPH LOUIS REITCH

5. Joseph Louis, fourth son of Marcus
Otto and Mary (Reiley) Reitch, was born 9
Apr 1904 in Anderson County. On 30 Apr
1930 in Waco, McLennan County, Joseph
Louis married Martha Evelyn COCHRAN
(b. 29 Jan 1900 in Killeen, Texas).

Louis graduated from Texas A&M College
in 1927 and was Raised in the Masonic

Lodge the same year. At one time he was
District Deputy in the Lodge.

Having retired from Mobil Pipeline
Company, he resides at Waskom, Harrison
County.

Joseph Louis and Martha Evelyn
(Cochran) Reitch were the parents of two
children:

1. Joseph Louis Jr., and 2. Martha Cochran.

13th Generation
JOSEPH LOUIS REITCH JR.

1. Joseph Louis Jr., only son of Joseph
Louis and Martha Evelyn (Cochran) Reitch,
was born 28 Aug 1935 at Fort Riley,
Kansas. He graduated from high school in
Beaumont and from Texas A&M College. He
has also done graduate work at the
University of Oklahoma at Norman.

13th & 14th Generations
MARTHA (REITCH) FINDLEY

2. Martha Cochran, only daughter of
Joseph Louis and Martha Evelyn (Cochran)
Reitch, was born 9 Aug 1939 at Waco,
Texas. On 28 June 1968 in Houston she was
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Thestal Don and Martha (Reitch) Findley with Sons (L to R) Clinton Lee and William
Louis about 1974

married to Thestal Don FINDLEY (b. 9 Apr
1935 in Albuquerque, New Mexico).

Martha graduated from North Texas State
College in 1961, attended Southwest Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, and
has taught school in the West Oso and
Pasadena independent school districts. In
1975-76 she served on the Pasadena
American Revolutionary Bicentennial
Committee, and is active in the Jane Long
Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution. Martha is a very successful
researcher in family history, and has
contributed family data for this volume.

Thestal Don and Martha Cochran (Reitch)
Findley have two sons:

a. William Louis (18 Apri 1970), and
b. Clinton Lee (27 Mch 1972).
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11 th Generation
HUGO REITCH JR.

5. Hugo, third son of Hugo and Caroline
(Amsler) Reitsch, was born 29 Mch 1869 at
Hempstead, Waller County, Texas, and died
2 Jan 1932. He was buried at Palestine,
Anderson County. On 12 Aug 1896 Hugo
married Leila SCOTT (b. 26 Nov 1876; d.
21 Dec 1959, Palestine).

Hugo was a posthumous child-he was
born nearly two months after his father died.
In later life he was a Mason, being Raised in
1921. By occupation he was an engineer for
the International and Great Northern
RailrOad.

Hugo and Leila (Scott) Reitch were the
parents of two sons:

1. Calvin Walter, and 2. Howard Earl.



Calvin Walter & Howm-d Earl Reitch DO Maxie & Lenore Byrnes DO Stalcup

The white flowers are Edelweiss, the
national flower of Switzerland. The
others are red Alpen Rosen, also found
on the mountains.

12th-14th Generations
CALYIN WALTER REITCH

1. Calvin Walter, first son of Hugo Jr. and
Leila (Scott) Reitch, was born 16 Aug 1897,
and died 3 Apr 1976 at Palestine. On 12
June 1922 he married Marion DUPREE (b.
18 Apr 1902).

Calvin retired from a career of railroading
and resided in Palestine, Texas. Calvin
Walter and Marion (Dupree) Reitch had one
daughter:

a. Dorothy Ann (b. 31 Oct 1928) who, on
28 Feb 1952, was married to William Henry
MITCHELL (b. 7 Sep 1918). Their two sons
are:

i. William Henry Jr. (27 Jan 1955),
ii. Reese Reitch (30 June 1957).

12th Generation
HOWARD EARL REITCH

2. Howard Earl, second son of Hugo Jr.
and Leila (Scott) Reitch, was born 23 Jan
1900, and died 18 Feb 1959 in Elkhart,
Anderson County, Texas. On 11 Jly 1943 he
married Sadie McCARTER.

This couple is said to have lived in
Houston, Texas, and to have had no
children.

lIth Generation
MARCUS THOMAS BYRNES

1. Marcus Thomas (called Maxie), first
son of John Patrick and Louisa (Amsler)
Byrnes, was born 8 Jan 1868 at Magnolia,
Montgomery County, Texas, and died 26
Jan 1956 at Palestine, Anderson County. On
18 May 1892 Marcus married Marie MUCK
(pronounced MEEK). Marie was born 5 Aug
1872 at Liebenthal (near Vienna), Mahren,
Austria, and died 3 Jan 1962.

Marcus Thomas's bride was a new arrival
in this country and had found a haven with
his aunt (Caroline Amsler Reitsch) at
Palestine when he met her. Maxie had
moved to Palestine to work for the Missouri
Pacific Railroad as a fireman and engineer.

Maxie and Marie (Miick) Byrnes had three
children:

1. Lenore Frances, 2. Stanley Pierre, and 3.
Howard Parnell.

12th-15th Generations
LENORE (BYRNES) STALCUP

1. Lenore Frances, only daughter of
Marcus Thomas and Marie (Miick) Byrnes,
was born 21 Feb 1893 at Palestine,
Anderson County, Texas. On 16 Aug 1917
she was married to James Frederick
STALCUP (b. 24 June 1882, Panola County,
Texas; d. 30 Nov 1961). He was a civil
engineer and accountant.

Lenore had the pleasure of going to
Switzerland and visiting Schinznach, home
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of the Amslers who came to Austin's Colony.
James Frederick and Lenore (Byrnes)

Stalcup had one daughter:

a. Marie Sue (b. 17 Aug 1924, Pine Bluff,
Arkansas) who, on 24 Mch 1951, was
married to Joseph Huffmaster MURREY II
(b. 31 Dec 1926, Jonesboro, Arkansas). He is
a professor at Arkansas State University.

Sue teaches school and is interested in
genealogy, tracing her paternal line back to
John Rolfe and Pocahontas. "On the Stalcup
side she now is working on, the family came
from Sweden and settled on an old
hundredth in Delaware," Lenore wrote.

The three Murrey children, all born at
Jonesboro, are:

i. Joseph Huffmaster III (b. 23 Mch
1952).

ii. Ann Carol (b. 10 Feb 1955) who in
June 1974 was married to Jack Loyd
MOYER and now has a son:

Lee Joseph (b. 22 Feb 1975 in
Dallas, Texas).

iii. James Frederick (b. 20 Nov 1956).

12th Generation
STANLEY PIERRE BYRNES

2. Stanley Pierre, first son of Marcus
Thomas and Marie (Miick) Byrnes, was born
17 Apr 1895 at Palestine, Texas. He married
first, according to his sister, Lilly DIEHL of
Rockdale, Texas. After her death, Stanley
married Larry Edith [some sources give
Ethel] FIKES (b. 24 Aug 1907; d. 8 Dec
1974).

One account shows "married 8-24-1910
Mart, Tex.," but that is not likely, since
Stanley was only 15 then. That source also
gives her middle name as Ethel. A third
sketch of this couple says Larry Ethel Fikes
was born 24 Aug 1910 at Mart, McLennan
County, and that they married 2 Dec 1934
in San Antonio.

Stanley Pierre Byrnes had no children.

12th Generation
HOWARD PARNELL BYRNES

3. Howard Parnell, second son of Marcus
Thomas (Maxie) and Marie (Miick) Byrnes,
was born 9 Jly 1900 at Taylor, Williamson
County, Texas, and died 24 Nov 1972 at
Palestine, Anderson County. On 25 Dec
1922 he married Margaret Johanna
KUPFERNAGEL (b. 24 June 1900, Austin,
Texas).

Howard Parnell was & freight auditor for
the Missouri Pacific Railroad at Palestine.
Their two children are:

1. Howard Parnell Jr., and 2. Joanne Margaret
(m. Jack Adam BAKER).

13th & 14th Generations
HOWARD PARNELL BYRNES JR.

1. Howard Parnell Byrnes Jr. (b. 15 Oct
1932 at Houston) married (on 2 Sep 1955 at
San Antonio) Glenda Gay LaGRONE (b. 21
Jvlay 1934 at San Antonio).

H. P. ("Sonny") operates the firm of
Byrnes Distributing Inc. in Dallas. He has a
degree in engineering from the University of
Texas, and Glenda earned one in home
economics from the same school.

Sonny and Glenda are the parents of three
children, all born in San Antonio:

a. David Russell (b. 28 May 1958),
b. Amy Elizabeth (b. 23 Feb 1960), and
c. Julie Carol (b. 11 Mch or 3 Nov
1964-this source listed one date as 5-28
1958 and one as 23-2-1960, so 11-3-1964
might be either the month or the day first).

13th & 14th Generations
JOANNE MARGARET (BYRNES) BAKER

2. Joanne Margaret, only daughter of
Howard Parnell and Margaret Johanna
(Kupfernagel) Byrnes, was born 23/25 Feb
1938 at Houston, Harris County, Texas. On
22 Jly 1954 she was married to Jack Adam
BAKER (b. 31 May 1935).
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Jack was a foreman with the Missouri
Pacific Railroad at Houston, but has retired
on disability. The three Baker children are:

a. Robert Stanley (19 May 1955; married
24 Mch 1973 but bride's name not given),

b. Stephen Parnell (22 Oct 1959), and
c. Jacqueline Ann (10 Sep /?/ 1962).

11th-14th Generations
WILLIAM EDWARD BYRNES

2. William Edward (some accounts show
Edward William), second son of John Pat
rick and Louisa (Amsler) Byrnes, was born
26 Oct 1871 at Hockley, Harris County,
Texas. His wife's name was Mattie FOX.

Prior to 1911, Ed, his brother Forrest, and
their sister May moved to Houston.

Ed and Mattie (Fox) Byrnes were the
parents of only one child:

a. Forrest Edwin, born 1 Nov 1906. He
married Anneta May BACON, and their two
children are:

i. Robert (who has three children,
names unknown), and

ii. Paula (no information on her).

11 th Generation
MARGARET JANELLA BYRNES

BYRNES FAMIL Y

L to R: Maggie Janella, Forrest Tell,
John Patrick (Father), and Mary Louisa
(May) Byrnes
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3. Margaret Janella, first daughter of
John Patrick and Louisa (Amsler) Byrnes,
was born 13 Nov 1875 at Hockley, Harris
County, Texas, and died in January 1968 in
Houston. She was buried beside her parents
in Brenham.

Some members of her family referred to
her as Maggie Genela. She and her parents
lived together in Hockley until her father
died in 1911, after which the ladies moved
to Houston. She was never married.

11 th Generation
FORREST TELL BYRNES

Farrest and May Byrnes, 1970

4. Forrest Tell, third son of John Patrick
and Louisa (Amsler) Byrnes, was born 10 Jan
1880 at Hockley, Harris County, Texas, and
died 28 Jan 1971 at Houston. On 12 Jan
1910 he married Margaret May KIRLICKS
(b. 24 Jan 1883; d. 15 Feb 1972).

Forrest Tell had moved to Houston prior
to his marriage, and in 1913 he built a house
at 4822 Fannin Street. He was a member of
the Masonic Order.

Forrest Tell and Margaret May (Kirlicks)
Byrnes were the parents of two daughters:

1. Margaret Louise, and 2. Olive Audrey.

12th Generation
MARGARET LOUISE BYRNES

1. Margaret Louise, first daughter of For-
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rest Tell and Margaret May (Kirlicks)
Byrnes, was born 27 JIY 1914 in Houston,
Texas. On 4 Apr 1939 she was married in
Houston to Frank William STEEN.

One child was born of this marriage,
Frank William Steen Jr. (see Thirteenth
Generation). Margaret and Frank were
divorced in 1952.

On 31 Aug 1962 Margaret was married to
Sam James GARDNER. They reside in Waco
now, but while they lived in Austin he was
Governor of District 587, Rotary Interna
tional, during 1970-1971.

13th & 14th Generations
FRANK WILLIAM STEEN JR.

1. Frank William Jr., only son of Frank
William and Margaret Louise (Byrnes)
Steen, was born 28 Feb 1940 in Houston. On
4 Nov 1959 he married Ellen WOODS.

Bill and Ellen live at Hockley on the old
home place that belonged to his great
grandfather, Marcus Thomas Byrnes, in
Harris County. The three Steen children are:

a. Frank William III, called Frank (16
Sep 1960),

b. James Forrest, known as James (20 Apr·
1962), and

c. Wendalynn Page, called Wendy (12
Feb 1968).

12th Generation
OLIVE AUDREY BYRNES

2. Olive Audrey, second daughter of For
rest Tell and Margaret May (Kirlicks)
Byrnes, was born 4 Mch 1917 in Houston,
Texas. In 1950 she was married to Ray
WHITTLESEY. There were no children and
the marriage ended in 1961. She is now liv
ing in Houston.

11 th Generation
MARY LOUISA/MAY BYRNES

5. The second daughter of John Patrick
and Louisa (Amsler) Byrnes is variously re-

corded as Mary Louise, Mary Louisa, Mary
Barbara, and May. She was born 14 Nov
1884 at Hockley, Harris County, Texas, and
died 1 Jan 1943 in Harris County. Death
Certificate #2709 is in the name of May
Byrnes Kelly.

"May" married George KELLY, but noth
ing more about her is known to this com
piler.

11 th Generation
WALTER H. AMSLER

1. Walter H., first son of Edward and
Emily (Schmidt) Amsler, was born in 1869,
possibly in Hockley, Harris County, Texas,
and died 20 May 1952 in Washington Coun
ty. He was buried in Prairie Lea Cemetery at
Brenham.

Walter attended Texas A&M College; he
was in the class of 1889, according to direc
tories of former students. La ter he was asso
ciated with the Brenham Compress Com
pany. He was a director of the First National
Bank at Brenham.

Walter H. Amsler did not marry.
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11 th Generation
ALMA CORINNE AMSLER

2. Alma Corinne, only daughter of Ed
ward and Emily (Schmidt) Amsler, was born
21 Jly 1872 at Hockley, Harris County,
Texas, and died in February 1960. She was
buried at Brenham, Washington County. In
1898 Alma was married to Dr. Charles
Robert EVERSBERG (b. in 1870 on Haw
Creek in Austin County; died in 1950 at
Brenham). He was a dentist.

Alma Corinne was the first woman grad
uate of Blinn College at Brenham, which she
attended 1889-92. A Lutheran in her child
hood, she later became a Methodist.

Charles Robert and Alma Corinne
(Amsler) Eversberg had three children:

1. Charles Edward, 2. Hervey 1., and
3. Florence Bernice.

12th Generation
CHARLES EDWARD EVERSBERG

1. Charles Edward, first son of Dr.
Charles Robert and Alma Corinne (Amsler)
Eversberg, was born 8 Oct 1899 at Bren
ham, Washington County, Texas. He died in
1936 and was buried in Brenham. In 1934
he married Freddie Mae LEWIS in Dallas.
There were no children.

Charles Edward was educated at Texas
A&M College, Tulane, Mississippi Universi
ty, and St. Louis University, where he re
ceived his medical degree. Dr. Eversberg
was associated with Greer Clinic in Houston
for a time, then moved to Brenham and be
came a charter member of the staff of Mil
roy Hospital. He was a member of the Meth
odist Church.

12th Generation
HERVEY L. EVERSBERG

2. Hervey L., second son of Dr. Charles
Robert and Alma Corinne (Amsler) Evers
berg, was born 9 Dec 1902 in Brenham. In
1966 he died in Baton Rouge, Louisiana,

and was buried there. On 12 June 1930 he
married Martha Virginia WALLACE, who
died in 1970.

Hervey attended Texas A&M College. He
was the owner of Capitol Photo and Supply,
after retiring from Shell Oil Company.

Hervey and Virginia (Wallace) Eversberg
were the parents of two sons:

1. Hervey Wallace, and 2. Philip Amsler.

13th & 14th Generations
HERVEY WALLACE EVERSBERG

I. Hervey Wallace, first son of Hervey
and Virginia (Wallace) Eversberg, was born
28 Oct 1933 in Brenham, Texas. On 22 Jan
1966 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, he married
Camille Wren McANDREW (b. 30 Aug
1943).

Wallace received his B.S. in 1955 from
Texas A&M College, and his master's degree
from Louisiana State University. He was a
lieutenant in the Army 1955-57. He has been
employed as a petroleum engineer by Hum
ble Oil and Refining Company; now is
general agent for Great Southern Life In
surance Company. Wallace is involved and
holds offices in many service and cultural
organizations.

Camille earned both B.A. and M.A. de
grees at LSD. They attend the Methodist
Church.

Wallace and Camille (McAndrew) Evers
berg have two children:

a. Andrew Wallace, called Drew (4 Dec
1969), and b. Martha Wren (9 Feb 1971).

13th & 14th Genera tions
PHILIP AMSLER EVERSBERG

2. Philip Amsler, second son of Hervey
and Virginia (Wallace) Eversberg, was born
15 Apr 1941 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. In
1964 he married Evalyn Sue BERNARD at
Fort Worth, Texas.

Philip attended Blinn College in Brenham
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and Texas A&M College. He has seen service
with the U.S. Marines.

Since their divorce, Evalyn has married a
man named Howland. He adopted the
Eversberg children, who now live in Pueblo,
Colorado and go by their stepfather's sur
name.

Philip Amsler and Evalyn (Bernard)
Eversberg were the parents of:

a. Philip Amsler Jr. (10 Feb 1965), and
b. Virginia Sue (5 Sep 1969).

12th Generation
FLORENCE BER ICE EVERSBERG

3. Florence Bernice, only daughter of Dr.
Charles Robert and Alma Corinne (Amsler)
Eversberg, was born 1 Aug 1907 in Bren
ham, Texas. In 1929 she was married to
Benjamin Claiborne VARNER Jr.; they were
divorced in 1938. In 1944 Florence was
married to Heber Harrison (Jack) DRUMM
(born in 1900; from Tipton, Missouri). He
died in 1961 and was buried in Brenham.
There were no children.

At the age of 15 Florence was valedic
torian of Brenham High School. She at
tended Rice Institute and the University of
Texas, where she received her B.A. degree
Cum Laude in 1927. Florence Bernice
(Eversberg) Drumm is a member of the
Methodist Church in Brenham, as have been
most of the members of her family.

lIth Generation
CHRISTINA AMSLER

1. Christina, first daughter of Marcus and
Hulda (Ramm) Amsler, was born 31 Mch
1869 at Brenham, Washington County,
Texas, and died 10 Apr 1962. She was
buried in San Antonio, Bexar County. On 26
Mch 1889 she was married to Vincent Jo~

seph SCHILLER at Brenham.
In the September 191 7 obituary of her

father, Christina is listed among the sur
vivors as "Mrs. V. J. Schiller of Yoakum."
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To Vincent Joseph and Christina (Amsler)
Schiller were born the following four
children:

1. Ella, 2. Earl, 3. William Bryan, and 4.
Hervey Lloyd.

12th & 13th Generations
ELLA SCHILLER

1. Ella, only daughter of Vincent Joseph
and Christina (Amsler) Schiller, was born 10
Feb 1890 at Brenham, Washington County,
Texas. On 20 Nov 1906 she was married to
Gus A. LOWRANCE.

After many years (and three children) the
Lowrances were divorced. Much later Ella
was married to Col. C. E. LAURENCE of
San Antonio, where they now make their
home. There was no issue from this union.

Gus A. and Ella (Schiller) Lowrance were
the parents of a. Garland, b. Letha Met
calf, and c. Ed.

12th-14th Generations
EARL SCHILLER

2. Earl, first son of Vincent Joseph and
Christina (Amsler) Schiller, was born at
Brenham, but no dates have been found for
him. He was buried in San Antonio, it is
said.

The name of Earl's wife is unknown but he
is reported to have had three children:

a. Earl Jr., who was born 13 Sep 1913 in
Yoakum, Texas. Unmarried, he is presently
living in San Antonio.

b. Milton, who was born 13 Mch 1917 in
Yoakum, on "2-1-41" (2 Jan or Feb I?) mar
ried Alisa THOMSON. Their children, all
born in San Antonio, are:

i. Diana Lynn (9 Mch 1945),
ii. Thomas (17 May 1947), and

iii. Penelope Jo (11 Apr 1951).
c. Dorothy, only daughter of Earl Schiller

Sr., was born in San Antonio 30 Nov 1927.
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12th-14th Generations
WILLIAM BRYAN SCHILLER

3. William Bryan, second son of Vincent
Joseph and Christina (Amsler) Schiller, was
born 30 Sep 1895 at Brenham, Texas, and
died 28 Aug 1971; buried a t San Antonio.
On 8 Jan 1923 he married Evelyn CARVER
at Corpus Christi, Texas.

William Bryan Schiller owned and oper
ated his own pharmacy. Evelyn aided in the
compilation of this book by supplying in
forma tion on the Schillers and by finding,
among the mementoes of her mother-in-law,
the burial notice and clipping about Marcus
Amsler.

William Bryan and Evelyn (Carver) Schil
ler had one son:

a. Bryan Carver, who was born 11 Dec
1923 at Corpus Christi. On 9 Mch 1946 at
San Antonio he married Norrie BRETT.
Their two children, born in San Antonio,
are:

i. Susan Brett (1954), and
ii. William Bryan II (1958).

12th-14th Generations
HERVEY LLOYD SCHILLER

4. Hervey Lloyd, third son of Vincent J0

seph and Christina (Amsler) Schiller, was
married four times, but very little data is
available. It is said that his second marriage
was to Fannie HILL and produced his only
child:

a. Lloyd Carelton, born in San Antonio;
married Carol --- and had four children, all
living in San Antonio.

11th Generation
FRED LOUIS AMSLER

2. Fred (Friederich on baptismal cer
tificate) Louis, first son of Marcus and Hulda
(Ramm) Amsler, was born 7 Sep 1873 at or
near Brenham, Washington County, Texas,
and died 19 Mch 1965, same place. On 17

Jly 1895 he married Ida Gertrude ZEISS (b.
25 Jly 1873; d. 18 Oct/Nov 1948).

Fred Louis graduated from Brenham High
School and then attended Hill's Business
College of Waco. He was a cotton buyer
with the McFadden Company for 17 years
before he went into the insurance business,
his firm being known as F. L. Amsler
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Insurance Agency. Later the name was
changed to Amsler-Hackney. Fred Louis also
was manager-director of Brenham Building
and Loan Association.

Fred L. and Ida were married at St. Paul's
Lutheran Church by the Rev. G. Langner
who, on 31 Jly 1896, baptized and con
firmed him. He served two terms on the
church council.

Fred L. Amsler was active in a wide range
of service, community, and recreational or
ganizations. He was a Past Exalted Ruler of
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks
Lodge No. 979, and served as its secretary
for over 40 years. He was a charter member
secretary, and president of Brenham Rotar;
Club.

Mr. Amsler held offices in the Retail
Credit Association of Texas and Brenham In
surance Exchange; he served on the Texas
State Finance Board under three governors,
and on the Board of Trustees of Blinn Col
lege.

He was a charter member and secretary of
the Brenham Rod and Gun Club, and three
times was elected president of Texas Ten Pin
Bowling League.

In youth and in age Fred Louis Amsler
was held in highest esteem by his neighbors:
he was named king of the annual Maifest in
1905, and in 1961 he was declared Senior
Citizen of the Year by the Lions Club. (It is
interesting to note here that Fred's grand
daughter, Mary Pat Amsler, was queen of
the Maifest in 1938).

For printed references to Fred Louis
Amsler, see page 22 of The Cat Spring
Story, and pages 78, 91, 95, 100, 101,
115 of the History of Washington County
by Professor Charles F. Schmidt. In this
book's supplement "Miscellaneous" can
be seen F. L. Amsler's life insurance
"Benefit Certificate of North American
Schweizer Bund." The emblem of this
mutual-type association depicts the
famous Swiss patriots, the "Three Men of
Ruetli" (see "The Romantic Legend of
William Tell" in the section "Amslers in

Switzerland" hereinbefore), and the Swiss
and American flags.

Funeral services for Freel 1. Amsler
were held at the Brenham Memorial
C~apel with the Rev. Thomas H. Swygert
officiating. Burial was in Prairie Lea
Cemetery beside his wife.

Honorary pallbearers included officers
and directors of the many organizations
with which he had been associated, while
the active pallbearers were the following
grandsons and great-grandsons:

Fred Seidel, Neill Amsler Jr., Clarence
Meacham, Rudy Schroeder, George Han
sen, Melvin Hobbs Jr., Don Schroeder,
Neill Amsler III, Melvin Hobbs III, and
Wade Seidel.

Fred Louis. and Ida Gertrude (Zeiss)
Amsler had two children:

1. Thelma Louise, and 2. Nelli Fred.
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12th Generation
THEL!\IA (AMSLER) SEIDEL

1. Thelma Louise, only daughter of Fred
Louis and Ida (Zeiss) Amsler, was born 22
Aug 1896 at Brenham, Texas, and died 5
Feb 1971; buried there in Prairie Lea Ceme
tery. On 20 Nov 1919 she was married to
Lawrence (or Lorenz E.) SEIDEL (b. 3 Mch
1896; d. 26 Aug 1969).

Thelma attended the College of Industrial
Arts at Denton, returning to hold a job in the
First National Bank of Brenham. She mar
ried L. E. Seidel after he returned from
overseas at the end of World War 1. Thelma
was active in St. Paul's Lutheran Church
and the Ladies Aid Society thereof. She was
a member of the Fortnightly Study Club and
was a past president of the American Legion
Auxiliary of Brenham.

Lawrence E. and Thelma Louise (Amsler)
Seidel had three children:

1. Dorothy (b. 25 Aug 1920; m. Clarence
MEACHAM), 2. LaThel (b. 16 Feb 1923; m.
Rudolph SCHROEDER), and 3. Fred William (b.
31 Oct 1924).

13th & 14th Generations
SEIDEL

1. Dorothy (b. 25 Aug 1920 at Brenham)
was married on 24 Nov 1948 to Clarence
MEACHAM (b. 5 Jly 1915). There are no
children. Dorothy is a technician at Scott
and White Clinic in Temple, Texas.

2. LaThel (b. 16 Feb 1923) was married
on 14 Jly 1946 to Rudolph SCHROEDER (b.
3 Aug 1923), also of Brenham.

Rudy, a prominent business man, is a
veteran of World War II, belongs to the
American Legion, and has served on the
Board of Trustees of Blinn College.

Rudy and LaTheI (Seidel) Schroeder are
the parents of:

a. Don Lawrence (b. 7 Mch 1948 in
Brenham) who married Sherion HARDI (b. 3
Nov 1949) in Coupland (Williamson Coun
ty, Texas) at St. Peter's United Church of
Christ. After serving with the U.S. armed
forces in Thailand, Don resided in North
Carolina.

b. Allan Robert, born 2 Mch 1952, still
unmarried.

3. Fred William (b. 31 Oct 1924) married
Blanche LANDUA (b. 3 Jan 1926) on 24
May 1947.

Fred William and Blanche are both
natives of Brenham. He graduated from
Texas A&M College. Fred William and
Blanche (Landua) Seidel have two children:

a. Wade Fred (b. 22 Feb 1951) who
graduated from A&M University, College
Station, Texas, and married Susan (Susie)
JAEGER.

b. Kay Ellen (b. 8 Feb 1953) was attend
ing A&M University in 1974. She is an ex
pert swimmer and had many medals to her
credit.

12th Generation
NEILL FRED AMSLER

2. Neill Fred (Friederich on his baptismal
certificate), only son of Fred Louis and Ida
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Neill Fr£:'d Amsler 00 Alary Edith (V'/ood) Amsler

Gertrude (Zeiss) Amsler, was born 9 Aug
1900 at Brenham, Washington County,
Texas. On 22 Nov 1924 he married Mary
Edith WOOD (see below),

While attending the public schools of
Brenham, 16-year-old Neill was hailed as
"Texas Ten Pin Champion" with heady
news coverage on his near-perfect scores.

Neill graduated from Texas A&M College
in 1924 with a B.S. in Chemical Engineer
ing. His education had been interrupted by
two years in the inFantry, concluded bv an
hondrable discharge at' the end of World
War 1.

After graduation he became a chemist in
the Gulf Company Laboratories in Port Ar
thur, Texas. He and his wife lived there until
he accepted the Chief Chemist's post with
Graco Milling Company in Sherman. In
1931 he returned to Brenham to operate his
own chemical lab (The Brenham Labora
tory), dealing in cottonseed and its products.

Early in 1942, alarmed by the attack on
Pearl Harbor, the city fathers of Brenham
prevailed on Neill to take a course in gas
defense given by the Chemical Warfare
Service at A&M. As a result, he was asked to
give instructions to doctors, nurses, and
others in Gas Defense.

Subsequently, the U.S. War Department,
Office of Chief Ordnance, enlisted Neill to
conduct their Safety and Security Engineer
ing in Explosives Plants, which necessitated
traveling to all states where explosive plants
were located.

While based in Chicago, Neill took an ad
vanced course in Explosive Safety Engineer
ing at Illinois Institute of Technology. When
he was stationed in St. Louis, Missouri, he
enrolled in a pioneer course on Plastics En
gineering at Washington University.

"It is worth noting here that Amsler suf
fered great eye damage which was to curtail
his future Analytical and Research work,
which had always been a close part of his
life.

"He returned to Texas after his discharge,
becoming a part of Freese, Nichols and

Turner Engineers, leaving to head the Mis
cellaneous Operations of the Gulf Bitulithic
Company where he remained, not retiring
until the age of seventy.

"Neill Fred Amsler is a member of the
American Chemical Society; Professional
Engineers of Texas; The American Legion;
and the Sons of the Republic of Texas."

I\1ary Edith (Wood) Amsler

Mary Edith, born 18 Aug 1904 in Nava
sota, Texas, is the daughter of "the late Lela
McAlpine Wood Fahey (Note: Fahey was
her second marriage) and the late Green A.
Wood of Navasota, both being among the
pioneers of Texas."

Edith attended Mrs. Tappan's Private
School and has taken courses at Rice Univer
sity (formerly Rice Institute). She is a "wife,
mother, grandmother, book reviewer, lec
turer, writer, and historian, with her
interests in the order named."

In Brenham, 1931-42, she served as li
brarian at the Public Library, president of
three P-TAs, organizer of Girl Scouts, Sun
day School teacher, and president of the
Fortnightly Study Club. She wrote and di
rected the Maifest's Blossomtime Junior
Court in which her daughter reigned as
queen, and wrote three other Maifest
pageants.

Since they established residence in Hous
ton, the wife of Neill Amsler has been hon
ored by the College Women of Houston, the
Sons of the American Revolution, two
mayors of the city, Houston Baptist Univer
ity, and others for her literary and patriotic
service contributions.

The scope of Edith's activities has been
noted in Who's Who of American Women
(1966-67), Who's Who in the South and
Southwest (lOth edition), Dictionary of In
te1'national Biographies (Vol. 3), and The
HeTeditary Register of U.S.A. (1975).

The list of civic, patriotic and cultural
societies of which Edith (Wood) Amsler is or
has been a member is too long for inclusion
here, but notable offices that she has held in-
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Their Descfndants Pictured

Neill and Edith (Wood) Amsler's 50th Anniversary
in 1974

L to R (All surnamed Amsler unless specified) Standing: 1. Neill F. III, 2. Carol Ann
(Zoch), 3. Mark, 4. Connie,S. Arlene (Schroeder), 6. Neill Jr., 7. Mary Pat (A.)
Hansen, 8. George W. Hansen, 9. Edith Joyce (A.) Hobbs, 10. Melvin X. Hobbs Jr.,
11. George William Hansen Jr.; Sitting: 12. Bobby Zoch, 13. Cathy Hansen,
14. Neill F. Sr., 15. Edith (Wood), 16. Carol; On Floor: 17. Edith Elizabeth Han
sen, 18. Jennifer Zoch, 19. Elizabeth Joyce (Lisa) Hobbs. Not Pictured: 20. Melvin
X. Hobbs III (in U.S. Navy at the time), 21. Patrick Wood Hobbs (attending school in
California) .
KEY: 6,7, 9= children of 14 & 15; 1,3,4, 16= children of 5 & 6; 11,13,17=
children of 7 & 8; 19,20,21 = children of 9 & 10; 12, 18 = children of 2; 2 = wife of 1

clude: State Chairman, DAR Bicentennial
Committee 1974-76; Regent, Samuel Sorrell
Chapter of DAR; President, Chapter VIII of
Colonial Dames of America; Director of
Parliament when Magna Charta Dames con
vened in Houston; State President, National
League of American Pen Women (1974-76).
See Supplement, "Miscellaneous."
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Edith is also a member of the Junior
League Luncheon Club, and Neill and Edith
have been included in Southern Social
Register, National Social Directory, and
Social Directory of Houston in many edi
tions. They attend First Presbyterian Church
in Houston, but in Brenham were members
of St. Paul's Lutheran Church.



Neill Frederick Amsler Jr.

Neill Frederick and Edith (Wood) Amsler
are the parents of three children:

1. Neill Freel Jr. (b. 20 Feb 1926), 2. Mary Pat
(b. 5 Aug 1929; m. George William HANSEN),
and 3. Edith Joyce (b. 19 May 1931; m. Melvin
X. HOBBS Jr.).

13th-15th Generations
NEILL FREDERICK AMSLER JR.

1. Neill Fred Jr., only son of Neill F. and
Edith (Wood) Amsler, was born 20 Feb 1926
in Port Arthur, Texas. On 31 Dec 1946, at
First Presbyterian Church in Houston, he
married Arlene SCHROEDER (b. 28 Jly
1927 in Chicago, Illinois).

During his early education in the public
schools of Brenham, Neill was active in the
Boy Scouts, becoming an Eagle Scout.

Immediately after graduating from Sol
dan High School in St. Louis, Missouri, he
enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps (now the
Air Force). After his return, Neill was asked
to talk to the Rotary Club of Brenham about
his experiences while flying combat in the
China-Burma area. He was the recipient of
medals including the Air Medal and the
Bronze Star.

After WorId War II Neill entered the
University of Houston and earned a B.S. in
Biology and Pathology, as well as an M.S. in
Psychology (in 1953). Since they married
while he was a freshman, Neill's wife Arlene
played a major role in his higher education.
She attended University of Houston also,
and opened her School of Clothing Construc
tion and Design. For her civic contribution,
Arlene became a strong force in the Drug
Abuse Program sponsored by Palmer Me
morial Church.

Neill's first position was with Houston
Transit and his second with Hermann Hos
pital Estates, in which he has risen to the
status of vice-president and associate trustee.
He is on the boards of Bank of Houston and
Central National Bank; they are members of
First Presbyterian Church and several social
and professional clubs. Neill is active in Sons

of the Republic of Texas and has held high
national and local offices in Sons of the
American Revolution.

Neill Jr. and Arlene (Schroeder) Amsler
have had six children:

a. Neill Fred III (b. 22 Jly 1948) who is
married to Carol ZOCH (the mother of Bob
by and Jennifer from a previous marriage).
He graduated from Miami University in
Ohio and works for Gulf Properties, a sub
sidiary of Gulf Publishing Company. Neill
Fred III and Carol (Zoch) Amsler are the
proud parents of an Eighth Generation
Texas Resident (sixth generation born in
Texas) and Fifteenth (known) Generation
Amsler:

i. Michelle Rene, born 3 Dec 1975 in
Houston, Texas.

Eighth Generation Texan, Michelle Rene
Amsler, Only Two Hours Old

b. Larry Alan, who was born 28 Sep 1950
and died 23 June 1969.

c. Sandra Ann, who was born 23 Sep
1952 and drowned 24 Apr 1959.

d. Connie Lynn (b. 18 Sep 1954), a grad
uate of Lamar High, has a position in the
clerical department at the Hermann Profes
sional Building.

e. Mark Louis (b. 1 Nov 1955) is an in
stnictor in the Sears Driving School.

f. Carol Ruth (b. 26 Feb 1957) is a student
at Stephen F. Austin College in Nacog
doches, Texas.
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Mary Pat & Edith Joyce Amsler DO Hansen DO Hobbs

Connie and Carol have followed family
tradition by participating in the Brenham
Maifest, wherein they were in the Court of
Revelry.

13th & 14th Generations
MARY PAT (AMSLER) HANSEN

2. Mary Pat, first daughter of Neill
Frederick and Mary Edith (Wood) Amsler,
was born 5 Aug 1929 in Sherman, Texas. On
24 June 1950 she was married in Houston to
George William HANSEN (b. 24 Jan 1929 in
Oregon).

During her childhood in Brenham, Mary
Pat was Queen of the Junior Court, in 1938
called the Blossomtime Court, of the annual
Maifest. Her grandfather, Fred L. Amsler, a
former Monarch of the Court, took part in
the Coronation. Some of the Welhausen
cousins from Yoakum also participated, as
well as Jean Amsler, who was the Duchess
from Hempstead.

When she was in the Seventh Grade, Patty
received the American Legion Award of
Merit; while they were living in St. Louis,
she won lead parts in the drama group's
plays.

As a student at Rice Institute, Patty
achieved many honors, both social and aca
demic: Duchess to the Rondelet and St.
Thomas Ball; School Favorite; vice-pres
ident of Senior Class, and one of the Ten
Outstanding Seniors (judged on grades and
character).

The same month they both graduated
from Rice, Patty married George W.
Hansen, president of the Engineering Socie
ty. George's position with Armco Steel Cor
poration has taken them from Houston to
Kansas City to New Orleans to San Antonio
to Middletown (Ohio) and back to Houston.

George was with the U.S. Marine Corps
1941-45, and now is vice-president of Arm
co's Western Division (all states west of the
Mississippi). He serves on the boards of di
rectors of Texas Commerce Bank, Central

National Bank, Chamber of Commerce, and
Grand Opera Association.

The Hansens are members of St. John the
Divine Episcopal Church, River Oaks Coun
try Club, and other organizations.

George William and Mary Pat (Amsler)
Hansen are the parents of three children:

a. Cathy Amsler, born 6 Dec 1953 in
Houston. Early in life Cathy was honored by
then Governor Price Daniel, who appointed
her to represent the Lone Star State as Grand
Duchess to the Maifest at Brenham. She was
escorted by her first cousin, M'elvin X. Hobbs
Jr. Cathy later attended Ohio University at
Athens, pledging Sigma Kappa sorority and
developing her talent in Art. Then she re
turned home and took a job with Texas
Commerce Bank.

b. George William Jr., born 25 Dec 1958
in San Antonio. "Judge," as he is called, at
tends Memorial High School in Houston,
where he excells at tennis and dances with
the Young Ambassadors who will appear in
Philadelphia and Washington in 1976.
Judge belongs to the Children of the
American Revolution and serves as an
acolyte in his church.

c. Edith Elizabeth was born 23 Oct 1966
in Kansas City, Missouri. She attends Hunt
ers Creek Elementary School and has won
medals for swimming, racing, and
horseback riding.

13th & 14th Generations
EDITH JOYCE (AMSLER) HOBBS

3. Edith Joyce, second daughter of Neill
F. and Edith (Wood) Amsler, was born 19
May 1931 in Sherman, Texas. On 12 Aug
1949 at First Presbyterian Church in Hous
ton, she was married to Melvin Xerxes
HOBBSJr. (b. 27 Mch 1927).

"Joy" as a small child participated in the
Blossomtime Court in Brenham, and, when
a senior at Lamar High in Houston, she
represented that city as duchess to the
Maifest. Also in high school she sang with
the Choralettes and lettered in archery.

127



MarCllS John Amsler (Sr. & Jr.)

Today she is a devoted worker in behalf of
the h~ndicapped, and is a volunteer school
librarian when needed.

"Mel" received a B.S. in Engineering from
A&M College, and served two years in the
Navy during World War II. His oil interests
hav~ entailed travel to Japan, Russia, Italy,
France, England, and South America, where
the family resided long enough to become
more or less bilingual.

In 1976 Mel was Marketing Manager of
Varco International of Orange County,
California. They are members of United
Methodist Chur~h of Laguna Beach and of
several social clubs and professional associa
tions.

Melvin X. Jr. and Edith Joyce (Amsler)
Hobbs have three children:

a. Melvin X. III, born 20 May 1950 at EI
Campo, Texas. He became a star track man,
attended the University of Texas, and is cur
rently an airman in the U.S. Navy.

b. Patrick Wood, born 23 Sep 1952 at
Houston, attends school and is skilled at
molding designs in ceramics.

c. Elizabeth Joyce, called Lisa, born 9
June 1967 at Houston, attends school in
California and serves as an acolyte in
church.

11th Generation
MARCUS JOHN AMSLER

4. Marcus John, third son of Marcus and
Hulda (Ramm) Amsler, was born 10 Oct
1877 (according to "delayed" birth cer
tificate recorded in Index in Texas State
Library) near Brenham, Washington Coun
ty, Texas, and died 15 Jan 1952 in Dallas
County (Index to Death Certificates, same
source). He is said to have been buried in
Prairie Lea Cemetery, Brenham.

About 1902 Marcus John married Mattie
SHEPARD, daughter of John A. and Alice
(McDowell) Shepard. Mattie spent her
childhood on their place "on the hill across
old Burton Road from the old Grandfather
[Marcus] Amsler farm" near Brenham.

The couple lived in Houston and Beau
mont before moving to Dallas in 1914. She
was buried in Dallas.

Marcus John and Mattie (Shepard) Amsler
had three children:

1. MarcllsJohnJr., 2. Alice, and 3. Susan.

12th-14th Generations
MARCUS JOHN AMSLER JR.

1. Marcus John Jr., only son of Marcus
John and Mattie (Shepard) Amsler, was born
3 Mch 1904 at Brenham, Texas. In 1929 he
married Constance SMALLWOOD, but
they were divorced in 1932.

On 5 Aug 1933 Marcus married Celestia
FORE. This spelling was adopted by her
FAURE ancestors when they migrated to the
United States from France. Celestia has a
genealogical connection with Martha (Dan
dridge) Custis Washington.

Marcus received his M.E. degree from
Texas A&M in 1928. After 30 years with
General Electric Company (as District Serv
ice Manager, among other duties), he has
retired and lives in Duncanville, Dallas
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Alice, Susan &- Emma A.msler

County, in the same house in which he and
Celestia started married life-a rare record
these days, he commented.

Marcus and Celestia adopted a baby boy
and named him:

John Manning Amsler (b. 14 May 1945,
Fort Worth, Texas) who now lives in Dun
canville also. John had three years of college
and is still taking courses while working at
Federal Reserve Bank. He spent four years in
the Air Force, three of them in Turkey.
While he was in Istanbul he married
Androniki ---, but they are now separated.
There were no children.

Marcus John Jr. and Constance (Small
wood) Amsler had one child:

a. Catherine, born in 1930, who is now
Catherine SMITH, has two sons, and resides
in San Antonio.

12th Generation
ALICE AMSLER

2. Alice, first daughter of Marcus John
and Mattie (Shepard) Amsler, was born 12
Oct 1906 in Brenham, Texas.

Alice married a war veteran, C. A.
BATTE, who died after five years. They had
no children.

She attended the College of Industrial Arts
at Denton three years, then worked in the
Dallas Public Library for a number of years.
After that, she was medical librarian for a
government hospital for many years, retir
ing in the 1970s. Alice lived in Chicago, Il
linois, for a time, then moved to Waukegan.

12th Generation
SUSAN AMSLER

3. Susan, second daughter of Marcus John
and Mattie (Shepard) Amsler, was born 4
Jan 1909 in Houston. She was married, but
her husband went into the Army and over
seas never to return.

Susan majored in Art and was employed
as a commercial artist for seven or eight
years by Sanger Brothers Department Store

in Dallas. "Susie" left to try free-lance art
work and to operate a picture frame shop
which she acquired. In the 1960s ill health
forced Susan to retire; she died 13 Apr 1976
in Dallas County.

lIth-13th Generations
EMMA AMSLER

S. Emma ("Emily, 1848-1934" on the
back of the picture but that must be an error
for 1878) is thought to have been the second
daughter of Marcus and Hulda (Ramm)
Amsler. She attended Blinn College at
Brenham 1894-95, where she was a music
major. She is remembered for her love of the
dance also. She is reputed to have died in
Blanco, Texas.

Emma married four times. In the Septem
ber 1917 obituary of her father she is listed
as "Mrs. Charles KOCH of San Angelo."
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Lutitia Christina Bailey DO Henry, Theodore, & Thomas Kuchel

This is thought to be her first married name,
with subsequent marriages to a Mr. BARK
ER, Dr. Horace E. CRAIG, and Otto
SCHILL.

Emma's only known child was
a. Adelaide Koch, who married a HES

LIP at San Angelo and had one son before
her early death:

i. Joe Ellis Heslip.

11 th Generation
LUTITIA CHRISTINA BAILEY

1. Lutitia Christina/e, first daughter of
George Henry and Sophia (Amsler) Bailey,
was born 22 Nov 1870 at "Rose Hills," as
Marcus Amsler had named this property in
Harris County, Texas. She died 10 Nov 1968
at Anaheim, Orange County, California,
and was buried in the cemetery there. On 11
Jan 1896 "Lute," as she was called, was
married to Henry KUCHEL (see below).

After the death of her husband, Lutitia
became co-publisher (with her son Theo
dore) of the Anaheim Gazette; still active in
her nineties, she was known as the oldest
woman newspaper publisher in the U.S.

Henry Kuchel

Henry Kuchel was born 11 Jan 1859 in
San Francisco and died 10 Aug 1935 in
Anaheim, California. His father, Conrad,
was a German immigrant mechanical engi
neer who settled in Orange County in 1860,
buying 20 acres of vineyard which later
became the site of the Gazette Building.

Henry Kuchel earned lasting fame as the
editor (1887-1935) who "believed a news
paper should stand for principles and defi
nite objectives." Although blind, he was a
fighting crusader, and was largely responsi
ble for the formation of Orange County in
1889.

In 1961 Santa Ana College sponsored cer
emonies honoring the late Henry Kuchel,
and the names of his widow and sons were
added to the Orange County Journalism Roll

of Honor, as well (see Supplement "Mis
cellaneous") .

Henry and Lutitia (Bailey) Kuchel had two
sons:

1. Theodore Bailey, and 2. Thomas Henry.

12th-14th Generations
THEODORE BAILEY KUCHEL

1. Theodore Bailey, first son of Henry and
Lutitia Christina (Bailey) Kuchel, was born
30 Aug 1900 in California. On 30 June 1931
he married Genevieve ULVESTAD (b. 31
May 1903).

Ted attended the University of Southern
California, where he was a letterman on the
football team. He would have played in
USC's first Rose Bowl Game if he had not
been forced to leave school by his father's
going blind. Ted "published the Anaheim
Gazette after my father's death [in 1935] un
til we sold [before 1976]. I was too young for
the first world war and too old for the sec
ond."

Ted and his wife (called Gene) are the
parents of two girls:

a. Dorothy (Kuchel) Dankanyin, born 2
Jly 1934, who has three children:

i. Douglas John (13 Apr 1959),
ii. David Jay (5 Aug 1960; seriously

injured in a fire in his early teens), and
iii. Dana Jean (23 Apr 1966).

b. Elaine (Kuchel) Deimling, born 23 Oct
1938, who has two children:

i. Amy Louise Eudemiller (21 June
1963), and

ii. Ann Elizabeth Deimling (31 May
1973).

12th-14th Generations
THOMAS HENRY KUCHEL

2. Thomas Henry, second son of Henry
and Lutitia (Bailey) Kuchel, was born 15
Aug 1910 in Anaheim, California. On 2
June 1942 he married Betty MELLENTHIN
(b. 13 Mch 1918, St. Paul, Minnesota).

In 1932 Tom received his A.B. cum laude
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Thomas Henry Kuchel 00 Lloyd Charlesworth & Neill Edwards Bailey

from University of Southern California, and
his Juris Doctor in 1935 from USC Law
School. He was the recipient of seven
honorary doctorates and numerous other
honors.

Tom was a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy in
World War II, and a U.S. Senator 1953-69.
In 1974-75 he was U.S. Representative to the
29th Session of the General Assembly of the
United Nations.

Since 1969 Tom has been a partner in a
prestigious law firm of Beverly Hills, Paris,
London, and Washington D.C. Senator
Kuchel belongs to the Episcopal Church, the
Republican Party, Phi Kappa Psi social fra
ternity, The American Legion, and country
clubs in the East and the West. For details
see Who '8 Who in America, 1962-75.

Thomas Henry and Betty (Mellenthin)
Kuchel are the parents of one daughter:

a. Karen Christine, born 25 Mch 1946 in
Pasadena, California. On 20 Nov 1965 she
was married to Delman William James
SMITH (b. 3 May 1945), and they have:

i. Jason Delman Thomas (15 June
1966), and

ii. Peter Alexander (15 Sep 1968).

11th Generation
LLOYD CHARLESWORTH BAILEY

Lloyd C. Bailey, Wife Margaret, and
Children Miriam and Worth
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2. Lloyd Charlesworth, first son of
George Henry and Sophia (Amsler) Bailey,
was born 24 Dec 1872 in Harris County,
Texas, and died in 1959 in San Francisco,
California. He was buried at Anaheim,
Orange County, California.

Very little has been reported about Lloyd,
except that he was a dentist, and married
twice: first in 1894 and second in 1948. His
first wife was Margaret TROWERS (?), and
a 1909 snapshot shows them in a family
group with a daughter (Miriam?) about
twelve and a son (Worth?) about five.

It has been suggested that the second wife
was named Irene.

The children of Lloyd and Margaret
(Trowers?) Bailey were:

1. Miriam (b. ca 1897?), and 2. Worth.

11 th Generation
NEILL EDWARDS BAILEY

3. Neill Edwards, second son of George
Henry and Sophia (Amsler) Bailey, was born
20 Dec 1874 at Julian, San Diego County,
California, and died 15 Sep 1956. He was
buried in Fort Sam Houston National Ceme
tery, San Antonio, Texas. On 10 Nov 1903
he married Gertrude von GUNDELL (b. 7
Dec 1879).

The Bailey family moved back to Texas
when Neill was a small child, so he grew up
around Bellville and Sealy. He had to leave
school early to help support the family, as
his father was an invalid. He worked for the
Southern Pacific Railroad, which trans
ferred him to New Mexico. There he became
a first lieutenant in the Arizona and New
Mexico Battalion, 1st Territorial Regiment
of Volunteer Infantry, and was in the
Spanish-American War.

While in training at Augusta, Georgia, he
met the lady whom he married four years
later. During his association with the
Southern Pacific, Neill was stationed at
Naco, Cochise County, Arizona. He was
elected to the Arizona Legislature and



IV. MARCUS AMSLER Descendants Dorothy May & Zelma Maud Bailey 00 Walsdorf

became Speaker of the House. Later he was
associated with the United Verde Copper
Mine.

With the advent of World War I, Neill
volunteered as a "dollar-a-year man" to help
co-ordinate rail transportation. Later he re
ceived a commission in the U.S. Army; sent
to Europe as a courier, he traveled through
Germany, France, and Russia.

Before his retirement in 1939, Neill served
one tour in the Philippines, and was quarter
master of the relief expedition to Japan, fol
lowing the 1923 earthquake, for which he
was honored by the Japanese government.

Following his retirement in San Antonio,
he was very active in war bond drives during
World War II. He also became affiliated
with the Pioneer-American Insurance Com
pany; was on the board of directors of Fort
Sam Houston National Bank, and of
U.S.A.A. Insurance Company, and of Broad
way National Bank, as well as various com
munity service boards. Neill E. Bailey was
an Episcopalian.

The only child of Neill Edwards and Ger
trude (von Gundel!) Bailey was Dorothy
May.

12th-14th Generations
DOROTHY MA Y(BAILEY) WALSDORF

1. Dorothy May, only daughter of Neill
Edwards and Gertrude (von Gundell) Bailey,
was born 19 Jly 1909 in Savannah, Georgia.
In 1930 she was married to Harold N.
WALSDORF of New Orleans (d. 1973).

Dorothy traveled extensively in her school
years, both in the U.S. and the Orient. In
1930 she graduated from Newcomb College
(Tulane University), where she was a mem
ber of Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority.

In' 1936 the Walsdorfs moved to San An
tonio, Texas, where, in 1946, he founded
Mission Pharmacal Company.

Dorothy supplied the information that, in
the Institute of Texan Cultures at San An
tonio, there is a plaque mentioning the

Amslers as among the earliest Swiss families
to migrate to Texas. The name of her grand
father, Dr. George Henry Bailey, may be
seen on the Dick Dowling monument in
Houston, and a statement of his services at
Sabine Pass appeared in a number of school
histories of Texas. See Supplement "Mis
cellaneous" for a sketch of Dr. Bailey's ac
tivity.

Harold N. and Dorothy May (Bailey)
Walsdorf were the parents of two children:

a. Neill Bailey (b. 9 Apr 1937 in San An
tonio). He received his B.A. from the Univer
sity of Texas, where he was a member of Pi
Kappa Alpha. Now president of Mission
Pharmacal Company, he married Beverly
BUTLER, and they have three children:

i. Neill Bailey Jr., ii. James Kruger,
and iii. Linda Lee.

b. Barbara Terence (b. 24 Apr 1940 in
San Antonio). She earned two degrees, B.A.
and B.Se., from U.T., where she was a Kap
pa Kappa Gamma. Barbara made her debut
in San Antonio in 1962-63, and on 1 Jan
1967 was married to Lt. Col. John E.
TOUHEY, a career doctor in the U.S. Air
Force. Recently in command of the hospital
at Hill Air Force Base in Utah, Colonel
Touhey was next transferred to Ent Air
Force Base at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

John E. and Barbara Terence (Walsdorf)
Touhey have one son:

i. John Charles, b. 25 Dec 1968 in
Madrid, Spain.

lIth Generation
ZELMA MAUD BAILEY

4. Zelma Maud, second daughter of
George Henry and Sophia (Amsler) Bailey,
was born 19 Apr 1878 at Anaheim, Orange
County, California. The date of her death is
unknown to this compiler. On 7 Mch 1908
Zelma was married to Frederick CLEAVE
LAND (b. 30 Nov 1878; d. 12 Oct 1967).

Frederick and Zelma Maud (Bailey)
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John B. & Frederick N. Cleaveland DO George Bailey DO Janice Humbert

Cleaveland are reported to have had two
sons:

1. John B., and 2. Frederick N.

L to R Back Row: 1. Sophia (Amsler)
Bailey, 2. Lloyd C. Bailey, 3. Zelma
(Bailey) Cleaveland, 4. Margaret
Bailey,S. Dr. George H. Bailey; Mid
dle: 6. John B. Cleaveland; Front
Row: 7. Miriam & 8. Worth Bailey in
1909
KEY: 2 & 3 = children of 1 & 5; 7 & 8
= children of2 & 4; 6 = son of 3.

12th-14th Generations
JOHN B. CLEAVELAND

1. John B., first son of Frederick and
Zelma Maud (Bailey) Cleaveland, was born
10 Dec 1908. On 29 Jly 1928 he married
Mary Lorraine SNELL (b. 17 June 1909).

In 1976 John B. and Mary Lorraine were
said to reside in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania,
and to be the parents of three Cleaveland
children:

a. Carol L. (b. 25 Dec. 1929) was married
on 3 June 1951 to Harvey H. STEWART (b.
4 Dec 1928). They became the parents of:

i. Sherilee B. (b. 21 --- 1954),
ii. Christopher (b. 18 June 1956), and

iii. Mark K. (b. 10 May 1960).

b. John R. (b. 23 Mch 1939).
c. Roger (b. 30 Mch 1946).

12th-14th Generations
FREDERICK N. CLEAVELAND

2. Frederick N., second son of Frederick
and Zelma Maud (Bailey) Cleaveland, was
born 30 Oct 1915. On 28 Dec. 1939 he mar
ried Barbara HENRY (b. 23 Jly 1919).

In 1976 it was reported that Fred N. and
Barbara lived in Chapel Hill, North
Carolina, and had three children:

a. Marilyn (b. 5 Jan 1943) was married
on 1 Aug 1964 to John LUNDBERG (b. 6
Feb 1944). One daughter reported:

i. Amy (b. 12 June 1970).
b. Ann (b. 20 Feb 1945) was married 12

June 1967 to Steven McNESS (b. 17 May
1943).

c. Kenneth (b. 5 Jly 1950).

lIth Generation
(MISS) GEORGE BAILEY

5. George, third daughter of George
Henry and Sophia (Amsler) Bailey, was born
19 Jan 1887 at Sealy, Austin County, Texas.
On 12 Aug 1913 she was married to Wil
liam K. HUMBERT (b. 29 Dec 1888).

George was born three weeks after her
grandfather, Marcus Amsler, died; perhaps
her mother had returned from their
Anaheim, California, home because of her
father's illness. Sophia (Amsler) Bailey lived
with George during most of the mother's
widowhood (1909-42).

In 1976, George (Bailey) Humbert was a
widow herself, living at 2216 Lawrence,
Phoenix, Arizona 85013.

William K. and George (Bailey) Humbert
had only one child, Janice, known to us.

12th & 13th Generations
JANICE HUMBERT

1. Janice, only daughter of William K.
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Edward S. and Albert Marcus Amsler

and George (Bailey) Humbert, was born 23
Jan 1919. In 1940 she was married to Robert
WEISEL; they had two children:

a. Jeffrey (b. 6 Oct 1944).
b. Gretchen (b. 24 May 1949).
Subsequently, Janice and Robert were di-

vorced and Janice was later married to
James LaPIERRE. This marriage also ended
in divorce; there was no issue.

11 th Generation
EDWARD S. AMSLER

1. Edward S., first son of Samuel G. and
Clara (Goebel) Amsler, was born 22 Nov
1878 at Millheim, Austin County, Texas,
and died between the 24th and 31st of
March 1908, near Normangee, Leon Coun
ty, Texas.

Records of Blinn College, near Brenham,
Washington County, show an Eddy Amsler
registered 1891-92 "Preparatory 1st year,"
Eddie Amsler 1892-93 "Preparatory 2nd
year," and Eddie Amsler in the Normal
School 1893-95. Although Edward S. was
only in his early teens in these years, it is be
lieved that he was this Eddie, since many
"colleges" in those days were hardly more
than the high schools of today.

But in spite of his education, Edward S.
Amsler did not have a successful life. On 20
Mch 1908, he appeared in Brenham at the
home of his first cousin, Fred Louis Amsler.
Fred was a settled young man with two chil-

dren, and Eddie apparently asked his advice
"as he was in some sort of trouble."

Four days later Eddie set out for Nor
mangee in Leon County and was not heard
of again until the 31st of March. His body
had been found a mile north of Normangee
"in a stagnant tank with three stab wounds
in his heart and his wrist was cut. He was
laid to rest at 7 p.m. March 31, 1908."

Eddie and Albert ["Studio Portrait"
Made in Industry]

lIth Generation
ALBERT MARCUS AMSLER

2. Albert Marcus, second son of Samuel
G. and Clara (Goebel) Amsler, was born 16
Sep 1880 in Austin County, Texas, and died
13 MGh 1943 in Harris County (Birth and
Death Certificates indexed at Texas State
Library). He was buried in Woodlawn Cem
etery at Houston. It is thought that his
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mother was living with him, as she died
three years later in Harris County and was
buried in the same cemetery.

Albert Marcus Amsler never married.

11th Generation
EMMA AMSLER

3. Emma, first daughter of Samuel G.
and Clara (Goebel) Amsler, was born 12 Oct
1883 and died 23 June 1893. She was buried
in the Millheim Cemetery in Austin County,
Texas.

II th Generation
MATHILDA CLAIR (TILLIE) AMSLER

4. Mathilda Clair (called Tillie), second
daughter of Samuel G. and Clara (Goebel)
Amsler, was born 21 Aug 1884 in Austin
County, Texas, according to her Delayed
Birth Certificate indexed at Texas State
Library. She died 1 Aug 1968 in the state of
Washington, and it is said that her body was
cremated. She was living with her son,
Charles Stetler, on the West Coast.

Tillie married C. E. STETLER (b. 7 Dec
1873; d. 7 Dec 1937, Houston, Texas). Their
children were:

1. Alice Clair, and 2. Charles.

12th Generation
ALICE CLAIRE (STETLER) HILL

1. Alice Claire, only daughter of C. E.
and Mathilda Clair (Tillie Amsler) Stetler,
was born 12 Apr 1906. On 17 Aug 1926 she
was married to George HILL (b. 2 June
1904).

They are said to have no children and to
live on the West Coast.

12 th & 13th Generations
CHARLES STETLEH

2. Charles, only son of C. E. and Tillie
(Amsler) Stetler, was born 24 Nov 1919 in
Houston, Texas. He married Jana Lee
MOORE (b. 18 Jly 1920), and they had:

a. Linda (b. 26 Jly 1943).
b. Charles J r. (b. 11 Sep 1950).
The marriage was dissolved by divorce,

and Charles later married Joann BOWMAN
(b. 15 Sep 1930); no children.
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9th Generation

l{Jakob c§l.msler

5. Jakob/Jacob, third son of Hans Ulrich
and Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler, was born at
Schinznach in the Canton of Aargau, Switz
erland, on 25 May 1813. This information
came from The Genealogical Society of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

It is thought that he left Cat Spring and
went to Peoria, Illinois. The family heard
from him many years later. He had two
daughters, Setta and Emma. A member of
the family possesses a picture of Setta made
by Erler-Sunbeam Gallery, 1216 S. Adams
Street, Peoria.

No suggestion of the name of Jakob's wife
has been offered to this compiler, but there is
a possibility that it was Susanne. In 1855,
when Jakob's mother came to America, the
passenger listed next to Barbara was
Susanne Amsler, age 27, and next to her was
five-year-old Jacob Amsler, both born in
Switzerland. Perhaps it was the death of his
wife and son that led Jacob to move far
away from Texas.

For a different theory about the identity of
Susanne, see No. XII in the Ninth Generation
- Susanna Amsler.

Unidentified Persons in an
Album

Amsler Probably Relatives, Unidentified in an
Amsler Album
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9th Generation

VI Elisabeth c§!msler

6. Elisabeth, third daughter of Hans
Ulrich and Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler, was
born 3 Jan 1815 at Schinzach. She did not
come to America, but died in Switzerland
probably at Linn (canton unknown), as that
was the birthplace of her son. On 17 Feb
1843 she married Johannes WILDI/WILDY;
the only known child was Fritz, born in
1853-see Tenth Generation, Wildy.

The spelling of Wildi was taken from some
German records belonging to a Wildy de
scendant in Katy, Texas. They later changed
the spelling from Wildi to Wildy.

10th Generation
FRITZ WILDI/WILDY

1. Fritz (Friedrich), only known child of
Johannes and Elisabeth (Amsler) Wildi, was
born 26 Feb 1853 at Linn, Switzerland, ac
cording to family papers that Lillie (Wildy)
Moebes lent to Jewel (Gross) Wammel. Fritz
died 10 Jan 1941 at Sealy, Austin County,
Texas. On 14 Mch 1879 he married Eliza
beth SPILLMANN from Villnachern in
Switzerland. They were married by the
preacher in the church in the community of
Linn.

Elizabeth Spillmann was born 31 May
1849 to Jakob and Elizabeth (Hildtbohld/
Hillboldt) Spillmann of Schinznach. The
name is written Stillmann in some places.
Elizabeth (Spillmann) Wildi died 10 Nov
1910 at Sealy, Texas.
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One paper that was translated for Jewel
by Dietmar Graff states that "our dear little
Fritz" was born 16 Jly 1879; that they
moved to Villnachern 19 Apr 1882; and that
soon after that her husband got typhoid and
they took him to Koenigsfelden (a health
resort?) for a couple of months. The paper
concludes:

In 1884 the 2nd of April we emigrated to the
United States and arrived the 27th of April in
Millheim. The good dear brother, Jacob
Spillman, died the 25th of July in De Lamar
Nevada of typhoid fever. He rests in peace.

His Sister

[presumably Elizabeth (Spillman) WilJi]

A modern posta I guide does not show a De
Lamar in Nevada, but there is a Lamoille
(similar sound) in Elko County. Or it could
be a confusion with Lamar, Nebraska.

Another paper, signed Frau Wildi, states
that her brother Jakob Spillman emigrated
to America 12 Apr 1883, while still another
says "On September 7,1887 my brother left
us for America." Since two of the papers in
dicate that Jakob Spillmann and Elizabeth
Hildtbohld had only two sons, and the older
one (Samuel) died in 1865, this is one of the
confusing aspects of these translations (be
sides marriage and birth dates). In 1887 the
Fritz Wildis were already in America, if the
paper signed "His Sister" was in fact written
by Elizabeth.

Fritz and Elizabeth (Spillmann) Wildi had
only one known child, Fritz Jr., whose line is
carried on below.



VI. ELISABETH AMSLER Descendants: Fritz],.., Henry & Lillie Wildy DO Moebes

11th Generation
FRITZ WILDY JR.

Fritz Wildy Jr. was born 16 Jly 1879 at
Linn, Switzerland, and died 26 Dec 1958 at
Sealy, Texas. On 17 Dec 1903 he married
Lillie Ann REMMERT (b. 9 Apr 1886; d. 31
Dec. 1930). They had three children:

1. Henry (b. 7 Oct 1904), 2. Mary E. (b 7
Jan 1908; d. 21 Jan 1945; did not marry),
and 3. Lillie (b. 11 May 1914; m. Lambert
MOEBES).

12th-14th Generations
HE RY WILDY

1. Henry, only son of Fritz Jr. and Lillie
Ann (Remmert) Wildy, was born 7 Oct 1904
and married Ola Mae HOPPER (b. 13 Jan
1915). They had one daughter:

a. Barbara (b. 29 June 1941) married first
Robert KOY and had:

i. Julie (b. 17 Oct 1961).
Next Barbara married Tim HOLDEN and

had:
ii. John Derrick [Derek?], born in 1969.

12th-14th Generations
LILLIE (WILDY) MOEBES

3. Lillie, second daughter of Fritz Jf. and
Lillie Ann (Remmert) Wildy, was born 11
May 1914 and married Lambert MOEBES
(b. 2 Nov 1915; d. 11 Aug 1960).

Lambert and Lillie (Wildy) Moebes had
four children:

a. Charles (b. 9 Mch 1933) married
Gloria HAMILTON (b. 30 Mch 1933). Their
two children are:

i. Charles Jr. (b. 24 Feb 1959), and
ii. Dennis (b. 1 Jly 1962).

b. Ellen (b. 3 June 1937) married Charles
KNOPP (b. 22 Oct 1930). Their two
children are:

i. Sherry (b. 22 Sep 1956), and
ii. Robert (b. 30 Oct 1959).

c. Annadelle (b. 18 Feb 1945) married
James W. ROSS (b. 26 Sep 1945). The Rosses
were the parents of:

i. Kelli Sue, born and died in 1967,
ii. Leslie, born 12 Sep 1968.

d. Kathryn Sue, third daughter of
Lambert and Lillie (Wildy) Moebes, was
born 11Nov 1951.

"One of these may have been an Amsler
home, as it was reputed to be on the
main street." Quota tion is from Mrs.
Leon Loehr who took the picture in
Sc hinznach, Switzerland in 1975. Vir
ginia is a cousin of Jewel (Gross)
Wammel.
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9th Generation

VII Friedrich/Fritz e54.msler
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7. Friedrich, known as Fritz, fourth son
of Hans Ulrich and Barbara (Schaffner)
Amsler, was born 9 Dec 1816 at Schinznach,
Aargau, Switzerland. He died 14 June 1863
at Brenham, Texas, and was buried in Palm
Private Cemetery at Millheim, Austin Coun
ty, Texas. On 8 May 1846 in Switzerland he
married Marie WIRZ (b. 24 Mch 1820; d. 10
Aug 1895). Some say her name was ZWIG.

It is not known exactly when Fritz Amsler
came to Texas-Neill Amsler Sf. was of the
opinion that it was in 1837, but no head
right has been found for him. The 1850 cen
sus gives Germany as the birthplace of his
two-year-old Sophie (when Swiss settlers
spoke Alemannic, the census takers often put
them down as Germans), which, if accurate,
would make his time of arrival between
1848 and 1850.

Forrest Byrnes, a descendant of Marcus
Amsler, has asserted that Fritz went to Cat
Spring before Marcus, but in the absence of
any corroborating evidence, and in view of
the fact that Fritz's daughter Mary/Marie
(born ca 1846-7) is listed on the 1850 and
1860 censuses as of foreign birth, it seems
unlikely, unless he came in advance of his
family. See Supplement "Miscellaneous" for
census reports.

1945 newspaper obituaries of Lillie
(Amsler) Steck mention "the Amsler family
which settled in the Cat Spring area in the
1830's and whose deed for their property is
believed to have been the first recorded in
this county," but neither date nor name of
property owner is given. One account says
that their property was later known as the
Necker place.
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VII. FRIEDRICH/FRITZ AMSLER DO Life ODIn Civil War

In 1850, Fritz Amsler (misspelled Amsley
on the census report) lived next to his brother
Marcus, judging from the sequence of the
census enumerator's visits. That same year,
says Jewel (Gross) Wammel, he served as
foster parent and guardian to Ernst and
Frank O. Gross who were orphaned at the
ages of four and two years when their
parents (Louis W. and Julie Gross) died of
yellow fever during their first year in Cat
Spring. Fritz's appointment as guardian
may be seen at the courthouse at Bellville in
the Succession Record E, File 20, #4 Gross.

In 1860, Fritz and Marie were again be
friending some (probably) orphaned rela
tives, as the census for the Industry area of
Austin County shows two Amsler boys from
Germany in their household: Frank aged 14
and A. aged 9.

That Fritz was interested in community
affairs is evidenced by the name "F. Amsler"
among the charter members of the Cat
Spring Agricultural Society, organized 7
June 1856, the first such society in the state.

Forrest Byrnes in December 1969
recorded the family lore that had been told
him. He stated that Fritz lived at Piney Point
[Piney Creek is east of Bellville] where he ran
an inn-station for a stagecoach line between
Austin and Houston.

In the earlier part of the Civil War, Fritz
and his brother Marcus took cotton by ox
team to Matamoros, Mexico, where it could
be shipped to markets in Europe, since Con
federate ports were under blockade. He also
joined the local militia, which was called up
late in 1862. It appears that he was in the
same company as his nephew, Charles
Amsler Jr., whose subsequent address was
"Co. A, Captain Thurman, 2nd Regiment,
323rd Brigade, Texas State Troops,
Houston."

Apparently Fritz was a pacifist at heart,
for the order to go to camp at Houston upset
him deeply. To quote a letter from his niece

Eliza, daughter of Charles Conrad Amsler,
written 15 Jan 1863:

I have something very sad and sorrowful to
relate. Last Sunday night while in camp at
Brenham Fritz committed suicide by shooting
himself. Sunday the order was made known to
them that the militia had to go to Houston to
camp. Uncle Fritz it seems took this to heart, as
he said to [asked] brother Charles only a few
hours previous, what he thought of the order;
brother said he thought nothing of it, but that he
would be drilled, but Uncle said after they came
to Houston they would have to go to Galveston
and come straight in a fight there. About 9
0'clock brother left him and went to his quarters
which was some distance off. After he had left
they all laid down to sleep. Uncle laid next to
Thurman. About 10 at night Uncle shook Thur
man saying that they were a couple of fellows
who wanted to kill him. Captain told him there
was nobody; he shook the Captain three times in
succession saying the above mentioned words.
The Captain thought him dreaming and told him
to be [quiet.] a little while after he got up and
went in the next room where they had their guns
stored and loaded; he then picked out his rifle put
ting the muzzle in his mouth, pulled off his sock
to pull the trigger with his toe. The gun dis
charged, killing him instantly; he must have been
dreaming or delirious. Brother Charles brought
home his corpse on Monday and was buried on
Tuesday morning. We never told Aunt that he
shot himself, but told her that he had a stroke.

Lonely Grave ofFritz Amsler

140



"Aunt Fritze" DO Mary, Sophia & Charles Fritz Amsler 00 Mathis

Fritz's wife was affectionately known as
"Aunt Fritze," and was a real pioneer, as she
proved by standing at the cabin door with ax
in hand and keeping marauding Indians out.

When Fritz and his brother Marcus took
cotton by ox team to Matamoros early in the
Civil War, he always left his wife a two
gallon jug to nip on, knowing how she liked
her toddy. Once she emptied the keg before
he returned and supplied her want by an in
genious device. "Knowing that 30 gallons of
homemade whiskey hung from the rafters in
kegs, she placed a tub under them, shot a
hole in one with a rifle, and caught the
whiskey in the tub."

Fritz and Marie (Wirz) Amsler were the
parents of three children:

1. Mary, 2. Sophia, and 3. Charles Fritz.

10th & 11 th Generations
MARY (AMSLER) MATHIS

1. Mary, first daughter of Friedrich/Fritz
and Marie (Wirz) Amsler, was born in 1846,
apparently in Switzerland, for the 1850 cen
sus of Austin County lists her (age 4) and her
sister Sophia (age 2) as born in Germany.
Since the Amslers could understand and
speak German, the census enumerator prob
ably thought their place of origin, Schinz
nach, was a town in Germany.

Mary died 15 Dec 1932 in Harris County,
Texas. Sometime prior to 1871 Mary mar
ried John G. MATHIS (b. 1846; d. 1885) and
had nine children. Those who had children
will be found in the Eleventh Generation:

1. Will, 2. Charlie, 3. Joe, 4? John, 5?
Sophia, 6? Annie (married George CULLEN;
no issue), 7? Ben, 8. Judge, 9. Marie (mar
ried Henry CLARK). The sequence of 1,2,3,
8, and 9 are known; the other four are be
tween them in some order.

10th Generation
SOPHIA AMSLER

2. Sophia, second daughter of Fritz and
Marie (Wirz) Amsler, seems to have been

born about 1848, as she is shown as two
years old and foreign born on the 1850 cen
sus of Austin County. Her father may have
come to Texas several years before he
brought his family from Switzerland, ac
cording to the tradition in the Marcus
Amsler line.

However, some family members say that
Sophia was born in Houston. In 1895 she
died and was buried in Glenwood Cemetery
in Houston-then called German Cemetery.

On 19 Mch 1874 Sophia was married to
Albert John Jacob SCHLUEP (pronounced
sloop). He died in 1882 and was buried in
Hollywood Cemetery. They had three
children, but their order is uncertain:

1. Fritz who married Carrie SECHRIST
and had one daughter. He went away and
was never heard from again.

2. Werner-see below.
3. Tell, who never married. He was ac

cidentally shot in 1902 and was buried in
Glenwood Cemetery, Houston.

10th Generation
CHARLES FRITZ AMSLER

3. Charles Fritz, only son of Fritz and
Marie (Wirz) Amsler, was born 21 June
1858 at Millheim, Austin County, Texas,
and died 12 Jan 1934 at Burleigh, same
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Charles Fritz Amsler Seated Before (L to R) Daughter Lillie, Son Charles Conrad,
Wife Mary Susan, and Son John Eli (Around 1902)
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Charles Fritz A.msler DO Will, Sophia A.lice, & Charlie Mathis DO Bonner

2. Charlie, second son of John G. and
Mary (Amsler) Mathis, was born 20 Apr
1872 and died 31 Dec 1956. He married An
nie L. DENNING (b. 19 Oct 1889; d. 20 Apr
1972?). Only the names of their three
children have been reported:

a. Evelyn, b. Edna, and c. Charles D.
(deceased).
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county. Jewel (Gross) Wammel's charts,
based on communications from family
members, indicate that he was buried in
Coshatte Cemetery beside his wife, but his
obituary does not agree.

On 18 Jan 1883, "Charles Amsler and
Mary SCHANICK" (spelled SHANEK else
where) were united in marriage by J. Schaff
ner, J.P. of Austin County. (See Supplement
"Miscellaneous. ")

Mary Susan Schanick was born 22 Mch
1862 and died 7 June 1936 in Austin
County.

In 1886 Charles F. and Mary were at
Hockley, Harris County, when their
daughter Lillie was born, but for 40 years
before his dea th, they had resided at
Burleigh, according to a newspaper clip
ping. His obituary states that he was buried
in the Waak Cemetery, with Rev. A. T.
Mooney, a Methodist minister, officiating.
To quote from Charles Fritz's printed
tribute:

His long and exemplary life was filled with
good deeds and kind thoughts for his fellow man,
and in every way he was worthy of the high
esteem in which he was held by all who knew
him.

Charles Fritz and Mary (Schanick) Amsler
had four children (see Eleventh Generation):

1. Charles c., 2. Lillie, 3. John Eli, and
4. Betty who died in infancy and is buried at
Burleigh, a ghost town in Austin County.

11th & 12th Generations
WILL MATHIS

1. Will, first son of John G. and Mary
(Amsler) Mathis, was born in 1871 and died
in 1955. His wife Elizabeth was born in
1876 and died in 1961. They had seven
children:

a. Nettie (b. 4 May 1892; d. 1918) mar
ried in 1910 James L. DOBBS; no issue.

b. Josephine (b. 2 Feb 1895; d. Feb 1966)
married Sylvester ZOWALA; no issue.

c. Richard Cullen (b. 15 Mch 1898).
d. Sophia Alice m. Claud A. Bonner-see

Twelfth Generation.
e. William Jennings (b. 13 Aug 1906).
f. Johnny B. (b. 7 Mch 1912).
g. Gertrude (b. 19 Aug 1913).

12th-14th Generations
SOPHIA ALICE (MATHIS) BONNER

4. Sophia Alice, third daughter of Will
and Elizabeth Mathis, was born 1 Jly 1902.
On 22 Jan 1921 she was married to Claud A.
BONNER. They had two children:

a. Leroy Alexander (b. 16 Nov 1921) who
married Dorothy GERATHRY/GUTHREY?
on 15 Sep 1951; no issue.

b. Calvin Stewart (b. 4 Sep 1923) who
married Leona FOUK and had three
children:

i. Ray (b. 28 Aug 1945).
ii. Shirley Ann (b. 28 May 1947).

iii. Bobby Gale (b. 25 Dec 1950).

11 th & 12th Generations
CHARLIE MATHIS



VII. FRITZ AMSLER: Joe, John, Sophia, Ben, & Judge Mathis DO King DO Werner Schluep

11 th & 12th Generations
JOE MATHIS

3. Joe, third son of John G. and Mary
(Amsler) Mathis, was born in 1875 and died
in 1955. He married Annie DOBBS (b. 1885;
d. 1965) and they had eight children (order
uncertain):

a. Joe Jr., b. Mildred (d. 1937), c. Robert
Weldon, d. Adice or Alice, e. Florene or
Florence, f. Thomas F., g. Beatrice, and
h. Annie Louise.

11th & 12th Generations
JOHN MATHIS

4? Nothing has been reported about John
except the names of his five children:

a. Stanley (deceased), b. Johnny, c. Elva
Mae, d. Edith, and e. Lee.

11th-13th Generations
SOPHIA (MATHIS) KING

5? Sophia, daughter of John G. and Mary
(Amsler) Mathis, married William KING.
They are thought to have had three children:

a. Edgar (died unmarried), b. Wallace
(died married), and c. Norma who married
Tom MEANS and had:

i. Velma and ii. Emma.

11th & 12th Generations
BEN MATHIS

7? No information on Ben has been found
except a list of his seven children:

a. Rosa Lee (died in infancy), b. Vivian,
c. Woodrow, d. James, e. Margaret,
f. Ruth, and g. Nettie Jane.

11 th & 12th Generations
JUDGE MATHIS

8. Judge, sixth son of John G. and Mary
(Amsler) Mathis, was born 10 Feb 1882 and
died 4 Mch 1949. He married Clara KLEM
(b. 3 Jan 1887) and had four children:

a. Wiley (deceased), b. J. D., c. Leon,
and d. Elva.

11th & 12th Generations
WERNER SCHLUEP

2. Werner was born in June 1879 to
Albert John Jacob and Sophia (Amsler)
Schluep, and died 6 Jly 1970. On 25 Dec
1901 he married Margaret ARNOLD.

Two rather uncommon clippings are
treasured by the family of Werner and Mag
gie Schluep. The first, from the Houston
Press of 24 Dec 1951, is headlined "Married
50 Years-Never Had a Quarrel." It goes on
to say that Mr. and Mrs. Werner Schluep
were both 72; had seven children, 14 grand
children, and 10 great-grandchildren.

50th ANNIVERSARY OF WERNER
AND MAGGIE (MARGARET AR
NOLD) SCHLUEP, CHRISTMAS DA Y

1951
Back Row: Marguerite Raia, Bud (Wer
ner Arnold) Schluep, Nina Campbell
Middle Row: Jessie Eckle, Sophia
Dudley, Lela Palmer
Front- Row: Betty Walker, Werner
Schluep, Maggie Schluep (The last two
are parents ofall the others.)
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Sophia Jane (Schluep) Dudley DO R. L. Dudley]7-. DO Anne Merle (Dudley) Williams Kahle

For their 65th anniversary, the 1966
Christmas Day issue of The Houston Chroni
cle carried a headline:

"Houstonians Recall Xmas of 1901
Their Wedding Day.

"It was Christmas night 1901, when
Margaret Arnold married Werner Schluep.
The ceremony was held in her father's home.
Both were 22. Later the couple drove in a
one~horse buggy to Werner's farm home and
spent their honeymoon there. They have
lived happily ever since, although Christmas
1966 finds them both beset with the in
firmities of age.

"'We're too old for parties now,' said
Schluep. 'We had a big party for our golden
anniversary and had our pictures in the
paper.'

"The couple moved from Montgomery
County in 1945 to Houston to be near their
children. Their age and infirmities keep
them close to home but their lives are not
empty. They are alert and have interesting
ways to pass the time. Mrs. Schluep quilts
and makes pillow covers. She made more
than 20 quilts last year. Her husband likes to
watch television. They have 14 grand
children and 20 great-grandchildren."

Werner and Margaret (Arnold) Schluep
had eight children, most of whom are
described below:

1. Sophia Jane, 2. Lela Mae, 3. Nina
Vada,4. Jessie Nancy, 5. Willie Blanche (b.
9 Aug 1910; d. 9 Nov 1930),6. Werner Ar
nold, 7. Marguerite Louise, and 8. Betty
Ruth.

12th Generation
SOPHIA JANE (SCHLUEP) DUDLEY

1. Sophia Jane, born 30 Sep 1902, was
married on 23 Dec 1922 to Roy Lee
DUDLEY.

Sophia was named for her grandmother,
Sophia (Amsler) Schluep. She taught school
in Houston for 23 years. Her husband is a
retired rice farmer.
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Roy Lee and Sophia Jane (Schluep) Dudley
have two children:

1. Roy Lee Jr., and 2. Anne Merle.

13th-15th Generations
ROY LEE DUDLEY JR.

1. Roy Lee Dudley Jr. was born 25 Nov
1923, and is an engineer for Goodyear. On 7
Feb 1946 he married Ruby CHRISTIAN.
Their four children (and grandchildren) are:

a. Dianna Sue (b. 30 Jan 1947)'was mar
ried on 14 Mch 1970 to Jim JOHNSON.
Issue:

i. Tiffany Anne (b. 19 Mch 1971).
ii. Jennifer Lynn (b. 1 Oct 1973).

b. Mildren Anne (b. 3 Jan 1948) was mar
ried on 6 Jly 1969 to Dennis HOWELL. Den
nis and Mildred Anne live in Jakarta, In
donesia, where he is an accountant for
Flour, Inc. Their children:

i. Michelle Debra (b. 29 May 1971).
ii. Michael (b. 1 Sep 1974).

c. Geneva Jane (b. 21 Apr 1949) was mar
ried on 15 Aug 1970 to Damon DAVID. He
is Traffic Manager for Halliburton, Inc.,
and the Davids have two children:

i. Derrick (b. 7 Feb 1972).
ii. Tammy (b. 1 Sep 1973).

d. Richard Lee (b. 1 May 1950) lives in
Fort Worth, Texas.

13th & 14th Genera tions
ANNE MERLE (DUDLEY) WILLIAMS KOHLE

2. Anne Merle, only daughter of Roy Lee
and Sophia Jane (Schluep) Dudley, was born
22 Feb 1925. In February 1946 she was
married to Capt. 0. J. WILLIAMS.

After that marriage ended in divorce,
Anne Merle married Richard KOHLE. She
now owns four Merle Norman Cosmetics
Studios in Houston.

Capt. O. J. and Anne Merle (Dudley)
Williams had two children:

a. Arthur O. (b. 15 Aug 1946) is an
engineer. He married Lydia GOADAL;



Two Schluep Daughters 00 Bradford L. & Gregory S. Palmer 00 Elsie Mae Campbell 00 Kil1l1Y

teaches 12th grade math at Clear Lake High
School.

b. Debbie Sue (b. 21 Oct 1950) was mar
ried to Don CAMPBELL. They own Le
Patois Restaurant and Art Shop.

FOUR GENERATIONS IN 1951

Back Row: 1. Werner N. Palmer, 2.
Gwen Palmer, 3. Lela Palmer, 4. Sam
Palmer. Front Row: 5. Werner Schluep,
6. Joan Lynn Palmer, 7. Maggie Schluep

KEY: 3 = daughter of 5 & 7; 1 = son of
3 & 4; 6 = daughter of 1 & 2.

12th-14th Generatiol)s
LELA MAE (SCHLUEP) PALMER

2. Lela Mae, second daughter of Werner
and Margaret (Arnold) Schluep, was born 9
Nov 1903. On 27 Oct 1926 she was married
to Sam PALMER.

Sam and'Lela Palmer are the parents of:
a. Werner Nicola, who was born 26 Dec

1929. He married Gwendolyn Joan COOP
ER and had four children:
. i. Joan Lynn (b. 21 Apr 1946) was

married to Ronald Leath CLOUD; no issue.
ii. Bradford Lee-see below.

iii. Gregory Steven-see below.
iv. Patricia Kay (b. 2 Oct 1953).

14th & 15th Generations
BRADFORD LEE PALMER

2.Bradford Lee (b.14 Apr 1950) married
Celeste (BUSENLEHNER) Caldwell on 6
Nov 1970, and adopted her daughter Carrie
Elizabeth (b. 17 Dec 1968).

Bradford Lee and Celeste Palmer are the
parents of:

a. Desin~e (b. 7 Jan 1972).

14th & 15th Generations
GREGORY STEVEN PALMER

3. Gregory Steven, second son of Werner
N. and Gwendolyn Joan (Cooper) Palmer,
was born 6 Nov 1951. On 16 Feb 1972 he
married Rose Marie PETERSON, and they
now have:

a. Steven Nicholas (b. 14 Apr 1975).

12th & 13th Generations
NINA VADA (SCHLUEP) CAMPBELL

3. Nina Vada, third daughter of Werner
and Margaret (Arnold) Schluep, was born 23
June 1905. On 27 Oct 1926 she was married
to Ernest Earl CAMPBELL. They reside in
Brazoria, Texas, and have had two children:

a. Jackie Earl, born in 1928 and died 10
May 1957.

b. Elsie Mae-see below.

13th-15th Generations
ELSIE MAE (CAMPBELL) KINNY

2. Elsie Mae, born 3 Jly 1928, was mar
ried on 3 Oct 1947 to Murrie Gene KINNY.
They had three children:

a. Murrie Gene Jr. (b. 27 Mch 1951) mar
ried Sydonia V. BUSICK on 10 May 1974.

b. Jenny Lu (b. 17 Sep 1952) was married
to Sidney. Keith PERKINS; they have one
child:

i. Holly Shea (b. 26 Aug 1975).
c. Kathy Sue (b. 23 Feb 1954) was married
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Schlllep 00 Eckle 00 Eledge 00 Raia 00 Walke1" 00 Charles C. Amsler

to Jimmie Glenn MUCKELROY on 10 Aug
1973. They have one daughter:

i. Kristy Lynn (b. 23 Sep 1974).

12th-14th Generations
JESSIE NANCY (SCHLUEP) ECKLE

4. Jessie Nancy, fourth daughter of
Werner and Margaret (Arnold) Schluep, was
born 27 Mch 1908. She was married to
Ralph Leo ECKLE (11 June 1908-14 Apr
1964).

The Eckles moved from Houston to Mans
field, Arkansas, after Ralph retired from
Reed Roller Bit Company. He had given 25
years of service to the firm, and developed a
heart condition. All their children are
presently in the area around Fort Smith.

Ralph and Jessie (Schluep) Eckle had five
children, all born in Houston:

a. Ralph Leo Jr. b. 20 Aug 1931; m.
Delores B. AGARI; three children.

b. Margaret Donna d. 30 May 1956; m.
Joe Ray SINGLETON; one child.

c. Marolyn Ann b. 28 Nov 1942; m.
Charles WARREN; three children.

d. Carolyn Nan b. 28 Nov 1942; m. Billy
Ray SHUSHER; two children.

e. Thomas George b. 18 Nov 1943; two
children.

12th Generation
WERNER ARNOLD SCHLUEP

6. Werner Arnold, only son of Werner
and Margaret (Arnold) Schluep, was born 16
May 1915. On 17 Apr 1954 he married
Mabel Crawford SHUMWAY. They had no
issue.

12th-14th Generations
MARGUERITE (SCHLUEP) ELEDGE RAIA

7. Marguerite Louise, sixth daughter of
Werner and Margaret (Arnold) Schluep, was
born 17 Feb 1917. She was married first to

William Henry ELEDGE Jr. and had:
a. William Henry III (b. 27 Apr 1936)

who married Dorothy SCHOLWINSKY on
20 June 1958. Their children:

i. James Ray (b. 3 Jly 1963).
ii. Barbara Lynn (b. 3 May 1967).

b. Arnold Ray (b. 19 Jly 1941) who mar
ried Arlene HIGGINBOTHAM on 7 Aug
1970. Arnold, a graduate of University of
Houston, is now working on his M.A. degree.
They have one child:

i. Meredith Ann (b. 2 Feb 1973).
After the death of W. H. Eledge Jr., Mar

guerite married Roy Joseph RAIA. He holds
the position of Visual Merchandising Man
ager at the North Shepherd Sears store in
Houston. Marguerite Louise is an artist.

12th-14th Generations
BETTY RUTH (SCHLUEP) WALKER

8. Betty Ruth was born 7 Oct 1925 to
Werner and Margaret (Arnold) Schluep. In
1946 she was married to Willard W.
WALKER Jr., and they have had four
children:

a. Wanda Lee (b. 22 June 1947) was mar
riedon 18 June 1961 to William Earl HAT
TAWAY. Their two children:

i. Lori Ann (b. 1 June 1969).
ii. Carrie Lynn (b. 30 Sep 1970).

b. Deborah Jo (b. 1 Feb 1950).
c. Janet Lynn (b. 31 Dec 1953) was mar

ried on 31 May 1975 to Ralph Anthony
TRAYLOR.

d. Willard W. III (b. 7 Aug 1961).

11 th Generation
CHARLES C. AMSLER

1. Charles C. (Charlie Conrad on his
death certificate), first son of Charles Fritz
and Mary (Schanick) Amsler, was born 3
May 1884, and died 9 Jan 1956 in Austin
County, Texas. On 23 Dec 1916 he married
Magnolia SCHROEDER (b. 6 Nov 1895; d.
20 Oct 1969, in Austin County).
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VII. FRITZ AMSLER: Bernice & Lillie Amsler 0 D Moebes 00 Marvin Edward Steck

In 1934 when his father died, C. C.
Amsler was mentioned in the obituary as "of
Bellville."

Charlie Conrad and Magnolia (Schroeder)
Amsler had two children:

1. Bernice (see below), and 2. Clayton (b.
28 Oct 1923, Austin County; unmarried, he
was living on his father's farm at Burleigh,
Texas, in 1976).

12th-14th Generations
BERNICE (AMSLER) MOEBES

1. Bernice, only daughter of Charles C.
and Magnolia (Schroeder) Amsler, was born
29 Apr 1918 in Austin County, Texas. On 22
June 1941 she was married to Arthur W.
MOEBES (b. 20 Apr 1922).

Bernice and Arthur reside at Katy, Harris
County, Texas. He has been with Exxon Cor
poration (formerly Humble Oil and Refin
ing) since his return from World War II.

Arthur W. and Bernice (Amsler) Moebes
are the parents of two children:

a. Constance E. (b. 26 Apr 1945) on 2 Sep
1967 was married to Jordan Earl DeROCH
(b. 4 Aug 1938). They have two children:

i. William Scott (b. 12 Nov 1969) and
ii. Shannon Leigh (twin), born in

Houston, Texas.
b. Arthur William (b. 17 Oct 1952).

11 th Generation
LILLIE AMSLER

2. Lillie, first daughter of Charles Fritz
and Mary (Schanick) Amsler, was born 9
Nov 1886 at Hockley, Harris County, Texas,
and died 16 Feb 1945 in a hospital in Sealy,
Austin County. On 28 Feb 1906, Lillie was
married to Ernst C. STECK (b. 25 Dec 1880
at Kenney, Austin County; d. 24 Aug 1968,
buried in Sealy Cemetery).

Lillie's obituaries reveal that she was
reared in the Burleigh community of Austin
County, and married there. She and her hus
band, a farmer and cattleman, lived on their

Baby Lillie on the Lap of Her Mother,
Mary Susan (Schanick) Amsler

home place between Sealy and Peters Ha
cienda for 40 years, the family being an in
tegral part of both communities.

"Mrs. Steck was well known throughout
the county as a devoted wife and mother, a
good neighbor and friend. She was a
member of the Methodist Church" and was
active in the home demonstration program.

Funeral services were conducted at the
Methodist Church in Sealy by the Rev. W. C.
Hughes, with burial in Sealy Cemetery.

Ernst C. and Lillie (Amsler) Steck had
three children:

1. Marvin Edward, 2. Daniel Charles, and
3. Oliver Ernst.

12th-14th Generations
MARVIN EDWARD STECK

1. Marvin Edward, first son of Ernst C.
and Lillie (Amsler) Steck, was born 14 Feb
1907. On 2 June 1931 he married Dixie Lee
WIDEMAN (b. 21 Nov 1909).

Dixie Lee is of Chickasaw Indian an
cestry-her great-great-grandparents were
full-blood members of the Muskhogean tribe
of Oklahoma.

Marvin Edward and Dixie Lee (Wideman)
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Daniel Charles & Oliver Ernst Steck DO John EU Amsler

Steck (who reside in Bellville) are the parents
of two sons:

a. Marvin Edward Jr. (b. 7 Dec 1932) is
called Eddie. His marriage to Jeanne HUT
CHINSON ended in divorce. There was one
child:

i. Lydia (b. 31 Aug 1954).
b. Michael Ernest (b. 22 Mch 1946) mar

ried Elizabeth BAKER. Some of her
ancestors were Cherokees of the Iroquoian
tribe.

Michael received a degree in Business Ad
ministration from Sam Houston State
University at Huntsville, Texas. He served
four years in the Air Force, and was sta
tioned in Florida the entire time.

Michael and Elizabeth (Baker) Steck have
two children:

i. Michael Jr. (b. 12 Feb 1972).
ii. Miranda Elizabeth (b. 15 Nov

1974).

12th-14th Generations
DANIEL CHARLES STECK

2. Daniel Charles, second son of Ernst C.
and Lillie (Amsler) Steck, was born 30 Nov
(one source gives Dec) 1909 in Austin Coun
ty, Texas. On 21 Apr 1934 he married Katie
Mae BARDWELL (b. 2 Apr 1908).

In his mother's obituary (1945) Daniel is
referred to as of Dallas; it is thought that his
children were born there. Two daughters
were born to Daniel Charles and Katie
(Bardwell) Steck:

a. Beverly Janice (b. 22 May 1938) on 18
Jly 1969 was married to George L. HUCK
ABEE (b. 12 Oct 1935). Three children have
been reported for this couple:

i. Leslie Beth (b. 21 May 1971).
ii. Melissa Danice (b. 2 Jan 1973).

iii. Amy Suzanne (b. 27 Sep 1974).

b. Mary Gretchen (b. 17 Feb 1942).

12th Generation
OLIVER ERNST STECK

149

3. Oliver Ernst, third son of Ernst C. and
Lillie (Amsler) Steck, was born 3 Aug 1925.
His wife, Rosalie FOYTIK, was born 24
Mch 1923. Married 27 Aug 1952, they have
no children. In 1945, in his mother's
obituary, his residence was given as Sealy,
Austin County.

11 th-13 th Generations
JOHN ELI AMSLER

3. John Eli, second son of Charles Fritz
and Mary (Schanick) Amsler, was born 2
Apr 1888 and died 24 Dec 1941 in Austin
County, Texas, according to the Index of
Death Certificates. On 17 Dec 1907 he mar
ried Lydia MEINECKE (b. 13 Jan 1884; d.
27 Aug 1922, Austin County-same source).
After Lydia's death, John married Lillie
OGNOSKIE (b. 20 Apr 1906).

John Eli was referred to as "Johnnie" in
the Bellville Times obituary of his sister,
Lillie (Amsler) Steck, in 1945.

John Eli and Lydia (Meinecke) Amsler
were the parents of three children:

a. Gladys ("Gladyse," b. 24 Oct 1908,
Austin County, per birth certificate) married
Sam REEP (b. 1882; d. 18 Apr 1967) and
had two sons: i. Harley (1931-1950), and
ii. Jimmy.

b. Georgia (b. 22 Apr 1910) married
Edgar TIMME (b. 11 Jly 1900) and had no
children.

c. Irene (b. 3 Apr 1913 in Austin County)
married Raymond SCHROEDER (b. 11 Oct
1909) and had: i. June (b. 23 Oct 1949).

John Eli and Lillie (Ognoskie) Amsler had
two children:

d. Muriel (b. 25 Jly 1927-listed as Mur
rell born that date in Austin County on
bir;h certificate index) married Eddie
ZAPALAC (b. 27 Sep 1925) and had two
children: i. Laura Lee (b. 24 Mch 1952) and
ii. Randy Edward (b. 2 Jly 1954).

e. Ruth Evelyn (b. 1 Sep 1931, Austin
County).



9th Generation

VIII Johannes/John djlmsler

8. Johannes/John, fifth son of Hans Ulrich
and Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler, was born
28 Mch 1819 at Schinznach, Aargau, Switz
erland. He died before 1854, details
unknown.

Presumably this Johannes was the 20
year-old John who arrived at New Orleans
in February 1840 with Marcus Amsler and
family. From the scanty data at hand, it ap
pears that John performed some military or
commissary service for his newly-adopted
country, for in the spring of 1854 his
brothers filed a claim for his services "on the
Vasques Campaign."

In March 1842 Santa Anna sent a small
raiding party under Centralist General
Rafael Vasquez into Texas. They raised the
Mexican flag at Goliad, Refugio, Vietoria
and San Antonio, looted the evacuated
houses there, and then withdrew without do
ing much damage. Alarmed and fearing a
large-scale invasion, many Texans joined
volunteer companies, but nothing came of
it-the Republic had no funds to equip an ar
my and launch a retaliatory war. "The Vas
quez Campaign" was a short-lived pursuit of
the retreating invaders by the militia, who
remained encamped on the Nueces River a
few weeks. Perhaps John Amsler was among
the volunteer soldiers, or furnished food or
livestock to them.

Charles C., M., and "Friz" Amsler were
certified as "the only heirs at Law of said
deceased [John Amsler] in this country" by
V. W. and E. Swearingen, but there is no
evidence to show whether "the Late

Republic of Texas" paid the $31.50 claimed
(see Supplement "Military Records").

The family tradition is that John Amsler
died of yellow fever in New Orleans, ap
parently without descendants. There is a
tradition, cited by Julius Gross of Brenham
in 1969, that he was called Hansley (from
Johannes); that he was the oldest; and that he
migrated to New Orleans before any of the
others, but the latter details do not fit with
the bulk of the evidence furnished to this
compiler.

Unknown Swiss Soldier
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9th Generation

IX. Samuel c!jlmsler

9. Samuel, sixth son of Hans Ulrich and
Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler, was born 30 or
20 Mch 1821 at Schinznach, Aargau, Switz
erland. No information on his death is at
hand, but there is a vague tradition that he
died in New Orleans. The date 16 Jan 1860
is given for his marriage to Margaretha
IMHOF.

This Samuel was erroneously identified in
1939 with the subject of a sketch in En-

cyclopaedia Britannica. An article in the La
Grange Journal, by way of a footnote, con
veys the impression that this man who mar
ried in 1860 was the same as a famous en
graver who was born in Schinznach, but
lived 1791-1849. The celebrated artist
named Samuel could chronologically have
been a brother or cousin of Hans Ulrich
Amsler, but to date no proof has been found.

According to "Index to Passenger Lists of

Unidentified Swiss Youths
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IX. SAMUEL AMSLER

Vessels Arriving at New Orleans, 1853
1899" (Microfilm Copy No. T-527, Roll #1),
"Samuel Amsler, age 30 years, Suisse, em
barked Havre on steamship Perriere, arrived
in New Orleans Nov. IS, 1854." Our
Samuel was well past 33 at that time, but he
could have rounded off his age to 30 when
the clerk asked him.

Another entry on a passenger list is a puz-

zle: 44-year-old Samuel in the party of
Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler in 1855. We
would have expected one of her sons to
escort Barbara, and if the age is an error for
34, we would deduce that this was her son
Samuel. But why would he make such an ex
pensive trip only four months apart? Since it
had long been a family name, the Samuel
Amsler in 1855 might have been a cousin.

Alphorn Blower and Flag Swinger with
Jungfrau ("Maiden Mountain") in
Background
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9th Generation

x. ~arbara c§lmsler

10. Barbara, fourth daughter of Hans
Ulrich and Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler, was
born 15 June 1823 at Schinznach, Aargau,
Switzerland. She died 20 Jan 1887 and was
buried in the Texas United Lutheran Ceme
tery at Swiss Alp, Fayette County, Texas.
She married, some time prior to 1860, Hein
rich/Henry SEEBERGER.

Family tradition does not bear it out, but
there is a theory that Barbara was married
in Switzerland. The charts of The Genea
logical Society of the Mormon Church show
this Barbara marrying Samuel Mueri on 1
Feb 1850. These charts do not give the
source of the information, but since exact
dates of birth and marriage are shown, it ap
pears to be from family Bibles or church
records. If the latter, and if her parents were
not named, the Barbara who married Sam
uel Mueri could have been a cousin of this
line who was put on Hans Ulrich Amsler's
family group sheet in error.

But-in the party with Barbara (Schaff
ner) Amsler when she came to America 30
Mch 1855 were 35-year-old Samuel and 29
year-old Barbara Muery. Our Barbara was
nearly 32 then, but many people do not like
to tell their right age! (See "Passenger Lists
of Vessels Arriving at New Orleans, January
1 - May 3, 1855," List Nos. 1-146,
Microfilm Copy 159, Roll 41, U.S. National
Archives.)

To repeat, this could be an entirely
different Barbara Amsler, and it is not
known if the Charles Muery who married

Emily Schaffner, granddaughter of Verena
(Amsler) Schaffner, was her descendant or
not.

The family tradition handed down in
Texas goes like this:

Heinrich Seeberger came to America at
the age of 19 in 1844. He first planned to
marry Barbara Amsler, a brunette two years
older than he was, but then his fancy turned
to her sister, Sophie, a blonde, whom he
married. Sophie and Heinrich had three
children, then were divorced, after which he
married Barbara.

Henry was born 13 Mch 1825 at Birr,
Switzerland, and died 7 Feb 1912 at Engle
(west of Schulenburg) in Fayette County. He
was buried in the Texas United Lutheran
Cemetery at Swiss Alp. Pastor Hausman
there stated that Henry had named the com
munity Swiss Alp because the hills made him
homesick for Switzerland (although they are
but a faint imitation of the snow-capped
Alpine peaks).

After Barbara's death (25 years before his
own) Henry made his home with their
daughter Frederica and her husband, Chris
tian Brueggmann, in Engle.

Their daughter Tillie (Mrs. William Cor
nelson) furnished most of the data on this
family.

Heinrich and Barbara (Amsler) Seeberger
had three children:

1. Frederica, 2. Julius, and 3. Rosa.
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X. BARBARA AMSLER: Freder'ica, Julius, & Rosa Seeberger DO Tillie (Brueggmann) Cornelson

10th Generation
FREDERICA SEEBERGER

1. Frederica, first daughter of Heinrich/
Henry and Barbara (Amsler) Seeberger, was
born 24 Feb 1860 and died 1 Dec 1942. She
married Christian BRUEGGMANN (b. 8 Jly
1858; d. 13 May 1916). Both were buried in
City Cemetery at Schulenburg, Fayette
County, Texas.

Frederica and Christian made their home
at Engle, near Schulenburg, and her father
lived with them after her mother's death in
1887 until his own in 1912. The Bruegg
manns had eight children:

1. Tillie (b. 15 Nov 1884; m. William
CORNELSON-see Eleventh Generation),

2. Annie b. 4 Oct 1886; d. 10 Jan 1963;
buried City Cemetery, Schulenburg; m. --
SIMACEK.

3. Henry b. 31 'Mch 1888; d. 30 Jly 1956;
buried in the Catholic Cemetery, Schulen
burg; m. Annie ---, b. 31 Oct 1889; d. 8 Mch
1919; buried same place. Children
unknown.

4. Mary b, 14 Oct 1890; d. 11 May 1892;
buried United Evangelical Lutheran Ceme
tery, Swiss Alp, Texas.

No dates have been found for the follow
ing who are thought to have been children of
Christian and Frederica (Seeberger) Bruegg
mann:

5. Lloyd, buried at Houston, Texas.
6. Charlie, buried in Catholic Cemetery,

Schulenburg.
7. Paul, buried in Flatonia, Fayette Coun

ty.
8. Molly, married --- HODANEK; buried

at Flatonia.

10th Generation
JULIUS SEEBERGER

2. Julius, thought to be the first son of
Heinrich and Barbara (Amsler) Seeberger,
was buried at Rutersville, Fayette County.
His grave is marked by J. S. only. His wife,
nee Agnes NORDHAUSEN, was buried at
High Hill, near Schulenburg.

10th Generation
ROSA (SEEBERGER) FALK

3. Rosa, second daughter of Heinrich and
Barbara (Amsler) Seeberger, was born 21
May 1867, and died 14 June 1948. She
married Emil FALK (b. 26 Jan 1867); d.
29 Jly 1950). Both were buried in Wash
ington Cemetery at Houston, Texas. The
names of two of their children are known:

a. Adela, born in 1891; resided in
Houston.

b. Robert-no information.

lIth-13th Generations
TILLIE (BRUEGGMANN) CORNELSON

1. Tillie, first daughter of Christian and
Frederica (Seeberger) Brueggmann, was
born 15 Nov 1884, and married William
CORNELSON (b. 19 June 1884; d. 20 Sep
1949, buried City Cemetery, Schulenburg,
Fayette County).

William and Tillie (Brueggmann) Cor
nelson had one child:

a. Cora (b. 20 Sep 1910) married Wilburn
WAGNER (b. Sep 1910). Their only known
child was:

i. Michael (b. 27 Nov 1944) married
Dawn HOMACHECK (b. 1948 in EI Cam
po, Texas). No other data available.
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9th Generation

XL Sophie c§lmsler

11. Sophie (Verena Sophia in some rec
ords), fifth daughter of Hans Ulrich and Bar
bara (Schaffner) Amsler, was born 10 Jan
1825 at Schinznach, Switzerland, and died
1 Apr 1911. She was buried in Pier Ceme
tery at Old Travis near Kenney, in northern
Austin County, Texas. Prior to 1858 (the on
ly date we have for the births of her
children) she married HeinrichlHenry
SEEBERGER (b. 13 Mch 1825 at Birr,
Switzerland; d. 7 Feb 1912, Fayette County,
Texas)-see preceding sketch of Barbara
(Amsler) Seeberger.

This marriage ended in divorce, after

which, for some time, Sophie and her
daughters made their home with her brother
Marcus in Millheim, Austin County. After
her daughter Lena married Ernst Gross in
1877, Sophie lived the remainder of her life
with them, an invalid the last forty years.

The children of Sophie (Amsler) and
Heinrich Seeberger were:

1. Louise (m. Gustav HUETTIG and had
two sons and two daughters), 2. Sophie (m.
Henry SCHULTE and had three sons and
two daughters), and 3. Lena (b. 1 Jan
1858-see below).

Four Daughters of Henry Seeberger. L to R: Louise (daughter of Sophie Amsler; m.
Gustav Huettig), Rosa (daughter ofBarbara Amsler; m. Emil Falk), Lena (daughter of
Sophie; m. Ernst Gross), and Sophie (daughter of Sophie; m. Henry Schulte)
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XI. SOPHIE AMSLER: Lena Seeberger DO Ernst Gross

10th Generation
LENA SEEBERGER

3. Lena, third daughter of Heinrich/
Henry and Sophia (Amsler) Seeberger, was
born 1 Jan 1858 in Austin County, Texas,
and died 30 Sep 1938 at Brenham, Washing
ton County. On 8 Feb 1877, Lena was mar
ried to Ernst GROSS (see below). Both were
buried in Prairie Lea Cemetery.

When Lena was hardly more than a baby,
her parents' marriage broke up (see sketches
of Barbara and Sophie Amsler). Sophie
(Amsler) Seeberger took her three little
daughters to live with her brother Marcus at
Millheim in Austin County. When her
daughter Lena married Ernst Gross, Sophie
made her home with them for over 30 years.

Lena and Ernst Gross lived most of their
lives on a farm at Old Travis near Kenney,
north of Bellville, Austin County. Their lat
ter years were spent in retirement at
Brenham.

Ernst Gross
Ernst Gross was born 17 May 1846 in

Auma or Dassler, Sachsen (now Germany),
and died 10/12 May 1943 in Brenham,
Texas. (The Index to Death Certificates
shows an Ernst Gross who died in Austin
County 28 Mch 1942.)

Ernst and his brother, Frank O. Gross,
came with their parents, Louis W. and Julie
Gross, on the ship Neptune by way of Ham
burg to Bremen, which was the port of em
barkation for most Germans who emigrated
to America.

In June 1850 they landed at Galveston,
and, while establishing their home at Cat
Spring, the parents died of yellow fever the
same year. Big-hearted Fritz and Marie
(WIRZ/ZWIG) Amsler, with two daughters
of their own, assumed responsibility for the
four- and two-year-old orphans. Fritz's ap
pointment as guardian is on file in the court
house at Bellville in Succession Record E,
File 20, #4 Gross.

When he was a young man, Ernst went to
Chicago to learn the carpenter trade while

L to R: Frank O. Gross, Ernst Gross,
and Charlie Amsler. (After the young
Gross brothers were orphaned, they
were reared by Fritz Amsle~; this
Charlie may have been his son Charles
Fritz.)

living with his Uncle Gustav Tassler. Mr.
and Mrs. Tassler died in a fire (he went in to
try to save the books of his hosiery manufac
turing firm), so Ernst stayed on only a year,
then returned to Cat Spring where he ac
quired a section of land near the Fritz
Amsler farm.

Police Court Minutes on page 165 of V 01
ume E record that on 2 Nov 1869 Ernst
Gross, formerly a citizen of Saxony, ap
peared in open court and took the oath, com
plying with the requirements of the Constitu
tion of the United States, entitling him to all
the rights and privileges of citizenship.

Ernst and Lena (Seeberger) Gross had
seven children:

1. Alma, 2. Julius, 3. Sophie (b. 21 Nov 1886;
d. 30 Nov 1891), 4. Lillie,S. Louis, 6. Waller,
and 7. Elfrieda.
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11 th-1 3th Generations
ALMA (GROSS) METTKE

I, Alma, first daughter of Ernst and Lena
(Seeberger) Gross, was born 27 Jly 1881
(probably on her parents' farm in the Travis
community of Austin County, Texas), and
died 25 Aug 1904 at Bellville, Austin Coun
ty, She was married to MorrisMETTKE,
who was engaged in the retail furniture
business in Bellville.

Morris had been married to a Miss Fry
and had three daughters: Rose Lee, Grace,
and Marjorie.

Morris and Alma (Gross) Mettke had only
one son:

a. Ernst (b. 22 Jan 1903; d. in December
1931) married Mildred SCHWEIKERT.
Their daughter:

i. Mary Lou (b. 4 Jan 1931) married
David BERG and was last heard of living in
California.

11 th Generation
JULIUS GROSS

2. Julius, first son of Ernst and Lena (See
berger) Gross, was born 14 Mch 1884 in
Austin County, Texas. He married Melinda
KOLWES (b. 26 Apr 1897).

Julius and Melinda reside in Brenham,
Washington County, where he was a city
mail carrier until his retirement. They had
no children.

11 th Generation
LILLIE CROSS

4. Lillie, third daughter of Ernst and
Lena (Seeberger) Gross, was born 28 Oct
1888 and died at the age of 34. She was not
married, and lived with her parents in
Brenham.

lith-13th Generations
LOUIS GROSS

5. Louis, second son of Ernst and Lena

(Seeberger) Gross, was born 10 Aug 1891
and died 8 Dec 1964 in San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas. He was married three times
(see below).

Louis served with the American Expedi
tionary Forces in France during World War
1. He pursued a professional military career
until he retired in San Antonio.

On 12 Feb 1919 Louis married Gertrude
GRANGE, but in the mid twenties they were
divorced. Their daughter, a. Dorothy (b. 11
Jan 1921) married Luke JONES and had two
children, i. Joyce and ii. James.

Louis next married Lillian JETT (0. 12
Aug 1900; died in January 1948), by whom
he had two children, b. Adeline and c. Louis
(see below).

After the death of Lill ian, Louis married
the former Gladys TARBUTTON (b. 9 Dec
1898). There were no children of this union.

12th & 13th Generations
ADELINE CROSS

2. Adeline, only daughter of Louis and
Lillian (Jett) Gross, was born 1 June 1926
She was married to Mark ENGELBRECH~

(b. 30 May 1915). They have one son:
a. Mark Jr. (b. 28 Sep 195]).

12th & 13th Generations
LOUIS GROSS JR.

3. Louis Jr., only son of Louis and Lillian
(Jett) Gross, was born 20 June 1929. His
wife's name is Shirley and her birthday is the
11 th of January. They are the parents of five
children:

a. Jimmy (b. 9 Oct 1957), b. Louis III (b.
1 Aug 1959), c. Gladys (b. 24 Apr 1961),
d. Sabrena (b. 12 Apr 1962), and e. Connie
(b. 10 Oct 1963).

lith Generation
WALLER CROSS

6. Waller, third son of Ernst and Lena
(Seeberger) Gross, was born 12/13 Nov 1893
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and died 21 Apr 1938 in Brenham, Wash
ington County, Texas. He married Elsie
JAHNKE (b. 30 Sep 1895).

Waller was an internal combustion engine
mechanic and followed his profession in
Brenham.

Waller and Elsie (Jahnke) Gross had two
children:

1. Waller Jr., ancl2. Joyce.

12th & 13th Generations
WALLER GROSSJR.

1. Waller Gross Jr. was born 26 Oct
1921, and married Evelyn MOSELEY (b. 7
Sep 1923). They are the parents of:

a. Randy (b. 15 Jan 1948), b. Chris (b. 31
Aug 1951), ancl c. Bonnie (b. ]4 Mch 1969).

12th & 13th Generations
JOYCE (GROSS) GWINNUD

2. Joyce, only daughter of Waller and
Elsie (Jahnke) Gross, was born 23 Apr 1927.
Her husband has the (Welsh?) name of
W. W. GWINNUD, and they have four
children:

a. Frances (m. Curtis LOWE), b. Jimmy
(b. 18 Oct 1950), c. Susan (b. 1 Aug 1956),
and d. Letha Ann (b. 15 Sep 1958).

11 th Generation
ELFRIEDA CHOSS

7. Elfrieda, fourth daughter of Ernst and
Lena (Seeberger) Gross, was born 2 Sep 1896
and lived with her parents in Brenham until
she married Werner SCHMID (b. 1 Sep
1900). They traveled extensively throughout
the United States, as Werner was in the
heavy construction business. They had no
children, and retired at Houston, Texas.
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9th Generation

XII Susanna c:!j!msler

12. Susanna Margaretha, sixth daughter
of Hans Ulrich and Barbara (Schaffner)
Amsler, was born 17 June 1827 at Schinz
nach, Aargau, Switzerland. She died 19 Nov
1918 at Millheim, Austin County, Texas,
and was buried there in the Hillboldt Ceme
tery. On 21 Apr 1855 she married Samuel
HILLBOLDT/HILTPOLT (see below).

According to the book, The Cat Spring
Story, Susanna Amsler came to America in
1848 with Samuel Hi1lboldt, his mother Bar
bara, and four of his brothers (Gottl ieb,
Jacob, Hans, and Claus) from Schinznach.

The discovery of a 27-year-old Susanne
Amsler's name next to that of 65-year-old
Barbara Amsler on an 1855 passenger list
raises some questions. The age is about right
for Barbara's daughter Susanna, and she
could have gone back to Switzerland in
order to bring her mother to Texas in time
for her April wedding.

Or, Susanne could be an Amsler niece,
cousin, or the wife of Barbara's son Jakob.
The next passenger listed, 5-year-old Jacob,
reinforces the last theory.

At any rate, Susanna and Samuel were
married by William Allen, Justiee of the
Peace for Austin County (see license in Sup
plement "Miscellaneous"). On their license,
the groom's name was spelled both Hillboldt
and Hillpold, while a witness signed T. [?]
Hiltpold. Susanna's brother Marcus signed
M: Amsler.

Samuel Hillboidt was born in Switzerland
on 2 Nov 1821 and died in Texas 30 Dec
1882. He was buried in the Hillboldt Ceme
tery. "Like other immigrants they farmed
and raised cattle in the Millheim communi
ty," The Cat Spring Story relates.

After her first husband died in 1882,
Susanna married Samuel BRUGGER (1848
1918), and they continued to operate the
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Hillboldt farm. There were no children. Mr.
Brugger was buried in the Millheim Ceme
tery just ten months before Susanna was la id
to rest near her first husband in the Hillboldt
Cemetery.

Samuel and Susanna (Amsler) Hillboldt
had three children, whose lives are sketched
in the Tenth and following generations:

1. Clara (b. 23 Nov 1857; m. Frank O.
GROSS), 2. Jacob (b. 18 Nov 1859), and 3. Louis
(b. 16 Jly 1862):

10th Generation
CLAHA HILLBOLDT

1. Clara, only daughter of Samuel and
Susanna (Amsler) Hillboldt, was born 23
Nov 1857 in Millheim, Austin County,
Texas, and died 5/8 Feb 1945. She and her
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husband were both buried in Cat Spring
Cemetery. Clara married Frank Olte
GROSS (b. 3 Nov 1847, Sachsen (now Ger
many); d. 19 June 1935, Austin County-see
the sketch of his brother Ernst under Lena
Seeberger, Tenth Generation, a descendant
of Sophie Amsler).

Clara and Frank Gross farmed in the
Millheim community, and reared four chil
dren who will be sketched in the Eleventh
Genera tion:

1. Alma (b. 27 Oct 1879; m. Albert WAL
THER),2. Gustav (b. 6 Apr 1882),3. Frank Jr.
(b. 20 Feb 1887), and 4. Marcus (b. 23 Jan
1890).

10th & 11 th Generations
JACOB HILLBOLDT

2. Jacob, first son of Samuel and Susanna
(Amsler) Hillboldt, was born 18 Nov 1859 at
Millheim, Austin County, Texas, and died 8
Sep 1879. He was buried in the Hillboldt
Family Cemetery on the Hillboldt farm. On
10 Jan 1878 he married Louisa BOSSERT.

Jacob had a sadly short life on his farm in
the Millheim community, and his only child
surviv.ed him less than two years:

a. Oskar Hillboldt was born 25 Dec 1878
and died 2 Jly 1881. He was buried beside
his father in the family burying place on the
Hillboldt farm.



Louis Hillboldt 0 D Alma (Gross) Walther

10th Generation
LOUIS HILLBOLDT

3. Louis, second son of Samuel and Susan
na (Amsler) Hillboldt, was born 16 Jly 1862
in Millheim, Texas, and died 25 Feb 1950,
also in Austin County. He was buried in
Millheim Cemetery. On 25 Dec 1881 he
married Auguste SUHR (b. 4 Apr 1862; d.
11 Jan 1946; buried in Millheim Cemetery).

Louis and Auguste made their home on the
Hillboldt farm near Millheim. They had
four children, three of whom will be further
described in the Eleventh Generation.

1. Julius K. (b. 17 Aug 1883; d. 28 Sep
1884; buried in Hillboldt Cemetery),
2. Louis (Dick, b. 20 Dec 1886),3. Lillie (b.
22 May 1889; m. Walter SCHNEIDER), and
4. Walter lb. 9 Feb 1895).

11 th Generation
ALMA GROSS

1. Alma, only daughter of Frank Olte and
Clara (Hillboldt) Gross, was born 27 Oct
1879 at Millheim, Austin County, Texas,
and died 14 Dec 1969 at Houston, Harris
County. On 31 Jan 1898 she was rna rried to
Albert WALTHER (b. 5 May 1876 in Ober
entfelden, Switzerland; d. 13 Feb 1951 at
Millheim). Both Alma and Albert were bur
ied in the Millheim Cemetery.

Albert Walther came to the United States
at the age of 19. He was an internal combus
tion engine mechanic and enjoyed many re
lated hobbies. Some of these became prof
itable sidelines, such as the manufacture of
brooms and whip handles.

In Millheim Albert owned and operated
the only automotive repair shop in the area,
but he also owned a farm that had previous
ly belonged in the Amsler family. It had
been sold out of the family but Albert bought
it back for his bride, and it now (1976) is in
the possession of their daughter Annie (Wal
ther) Winkel.

Some family menibers have thought that
the land once belonged to the matriarch,
Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler, and some said
that it was formerly owned by Fritz Amsler
who was the guardian of Frank and Ernst
Gross, but the deed does not agree with
either tradition. (See Supplement "Land
Records.")

The Warranty Deed, dated 3 Dec 1898 in
the County of Washington, is from Mrs. F.
Wangemann to Albert Walther of the Coun
ty of Colorado. The land is described as in
two tracts, one of 88'/2 acres and the other of
23 1/2, comprising "212 acres of land the late
homestead farm of Marcus Amsler [1812
1886] deceased."

Albert and Alma (Gross) Walther were the
parents of the following five children:

1. Gussie (b. 6 Aug 1900; d. I 1 June 1901), 2.
Annie, 3. Lillie, 4. Charles, and 5. Frank.
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Annie (Walther) Winkel

Four Generations. (L to R) Back Row: 1. Clara (Hillboldt/Hiltpolt) Gross; 2. Susan
na (Amsler) Hiltpolt; 3. Alma (Gross) Walther; Front Row: 4. Lillie,S. Charles, and
6. Annie Walther
KEY: 1 = daughter of2; 3 = daughter of 1; 4, S, 6 = children of 3.

12th Generation
ANNIE (WALTHEH) WINKEL

2. Annie, second daughter of Albert and
Alma (Gross) Walther, was born 17 Nov
1903 at Millheim, Austin County, Texas. On
1 Sep 1929 at Bellville she was married to
Erwin Charles WINKEL (b. 19 Jan 1898; d.
27 Sep 1968, Houston, Texas).
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Annie is a registered nurse, ha ving gradu
ated from the University of Texas Medical
Branch Nursing School, Galveston, Texas, in
1923. She did post-graduate work at the
Kantonale Krankenanstalt, Aarau, Switz
erland, November 15, 1924 to February 15,
1925 as "Volontaerin" im Operations
saaldienst in der Chirurgische Abteilung



Erwin Charles J1". & Walther William Winkel 00 Lillie & Charles Walther

(surgical operating rooms). She has her
Zeugnis (certificate) signed by Dr. Bircher,
Chief Surgeon.

Annie was superintendent of the Hospital
and Nursing School at Jefferson Davis Hos
pital on Elder Street in Houston during
1927-29. When her son Erwin opened his
private practice, Annie helped him in his of
fice the first yea r.

Erwin C. and Annie (Wa lther) Winkel
were the parents of two sons:

1. Erwin Charles Jr. and 2. Walther Wil
liam-see below.

13th & 14th Generations
EHWIN CHAHLES WINKEL]H.

1. Erwin Charles Jr. (b. 7 Jly 1934) mar
ried (3 Sep 1960) Jacqueline Yvonne WAT
SON (b. 11 Nov 1940) of Galena Park,
Texas. She has been a registered nurse since
August 1960.

Erwin Charles took two degrees at Baylor
University-B.S. in 1956 and M.D. in 1959.
He was in the U.S. Army 1962-64. He has
been a certified specialist in urology since
February 1971; in private practice since
1966, now in one of the branches of the
Houston Northwest Medical Center and of
North Central General Hospital.

Erwin Charles and Jacqueline (Watson)
Winkel have three children:

a. Erwin Charles III (called "Chipper"; b.
9 Jan 1963), b. Carolyn Annette (b. 23 Sep
1965), and c. Todd Steven (b. 8 June 1969).

13th & 14th Generations
WALTHEH WILLIAM WINKEL

2. Walther William, second son of Erwin
Charles and Annie (Walther) Winkel, was
born 10 Oct 1938 at Houston, Texas. On 28
May 1960 he married Grace Ann aDaM (b.
4 Feb 1942).

After graduating from Reagan High
School in June 1956, Walther attended the

University of Houston. He was in the U.S.Air
Force Reserve 1960-66, and currently is
employed as an electrical designer in the
petro-chemical industry.

Both born in Houston, the two children of
Wa lther Will iam and Gracie Ann (Oclom)
Winkel are:

a. Cary Wayne (b. 31 Mch 1962) and
b. Lisa Lynn (b. 5 Sep 1963).

12th Generation
LILLIE WALTHEH

3. Lillie, third daughter of Albert and
Alma (Gross) Walther, was born 8 Feb 1907
at Millheim, Texas. She died 4 Aug 1957 in
Galveston, and was buried in Millheim
Cemetery, Austin County.

Lillie graduated in 1930 as a registered
nurse from the University of Texas College
of Nursing in Galveston. She was employed
by her alma mater all of her 27 years of pro
fessional service as an instructor in surgical
nursing for John Sealy Hospital. Her alum
nae set up "The Lillie Walther Student Loan
Fund" in her honor.

12th Generation
CHARLES WALTHER

4. Charles, first son of Albert and Alma
(Gross) Wa lther, was born 16 Feb 1909 in
Austin County, Texas, and died 12 Dec 1965
in Fort Bend County. On 16 Jly 1930 he
married Lorene SCHLUENS (b. 10 June
1914; d. 26 June 1954).

In his early youth, Charles worked on
farms and then as a dragline operator for
Wharton County. He was a master machin
ist with Emsco Equipment Company in
Houston 1940-45, after which, for 20 years,
he was shop foreman at Otto Tractor and
Implement Company in East Bernard,
Texas.

Charles was a member of the Masonic
order and the Shriners. He and Lorene both
were active in the Methodist Church and the
Eastern Star.
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Six years after Lorene's death, Charles
married LaRea Wilson YEAGER (b. 31 Jly
1923; d. 13 Dec 1965). They had no
children.

Charles and Lorene (Schluens) Walther
were the parents of 1. Charles Edward-see
below.

13th & 14th Generations
CHARLES EDWARD WALTHER

1. Charles Edward was born 4 May 1940
in East Bernard, Wharton County, Texas.
On 13 June 1970 he married Jann Ann
MEANS (b. 7 Mch 1947 in Houston).

Charles graduated from East Bernard
High School in 1958 and received his B.S.
degree from Sam Houston State College in
1968. His education was interrupted by two
years in Germany with the U.S. Army. Pres
ently he is an insurance claims adjuster for
Ford Motor Company in Georgetown,
Texas.

Jann is a graduate of Bellaire High School
and Stephen F. Austin State University, get
ting her B.A. in 1969.

The Charles Edward Walther family are
active in the First Baptist Church of Round
Rock, near Georgetown.

Charles Edward and Jann (Means) Wal
ther have two children:

a. Charles Britta in (b. 25 Apr 1973), and
b. Pauline Lorene (b. 29 Jly 1974), both
born in Austin, Travis County, Texas.

12th& 13th Generations
FRANK WALTHER

5. Frank, second son of Albert and Alma
(Gross) Walther, was born 28 June 1911 at
Millheim, Austin County, Texas. On 3 Dec
1936 he married Thelma E. COPELAND (b.
11 May 1911) of Houston.

Frank served in the U.S. Air Force
1942-45; in 1948 he moved his family to
Dallas, where he and his son are now asso
ciated in business.

Frank and Thelma (Copeland) Walther
are the parents of two children:

a. Norma Gene (b. 12 Aug 1943 in Hous
ton) graduated from the University of Texas
at Austin in 1965. She started her math
teaching career at Del Valle Junior High in
Austin, then in 1967 moved to Carrollton
where she was offered a position at DeWitt
Perry Junior High School. Norma married
Bob HORTON in 1974.

b. Glen Allen (b. 26 Aug 1949 in Dallas)
got his degree from North Texas State
University at Denton in 1972. On 21 Jly
1973 he married Melissa Chrystelle WAT
SON of Henderson, Texas. They make their
home in Carrollton, on the outskirts of
Dallas.

11 th Generation
GUSTAV CROSS

2. Gustav, first son of Frank Olte and
Clara (Hillboldt) Gross, was born 6 Apr
1882 at Cat Spring or Millheim, Austin
County, Texas, and died 17 Jly 1968 at
Bellville, same county. On 26 Jan 1910
Gustav married Anna PALM (b. 15 Feb
1883 or 1889-records va ry). They had no
children. He followed the carpenter trade
until his death.

11 th Generation
FRANK GROSSjR.

3. Frank Jr., second son of Frank Olte
and Clara (Hillboldt) Gross, was born 20
Feb 1887 at Millheim or Cat Spring, Texas.
On 22 Ma y 1953 he died at Lang's Store in
Cochran (northeastern Austin County). On
16 Dec 1908 in Millheim he married Tillie
RINIKER (b. 9 Apr 1889, Millheim; d. 19
Sep 1.964, Bellville). Both were buried in
Oak Knoll Cemetery at Bellville.

For the first eight years of their married
life, Frank and Tillie lived on a farm adja
cent to the Millheim Cemetery. Then they
moved to Bellville where Frank first worked
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Frank & Tillie (Riniker) Gross DO Lester Gross

Frank and Tillie (Riniker) Gross with Daughter Jewel (left)
at Niagara Falls in 1940

in a grocery and then in 1921 began his ca
reer as a rural mail carrier. He was dedi
cated to his occupation, interrupting it only
for vacations in which they toured the
United States.

Frank started his 32 years of delivering
the mail with a horse and buggy, then went
through 18 automobiles, driving an esti
mated 300,000 miles. His unexpected death
came while he was on his "appointed
rounds." He was one of the best known and
loved residents of the area, and was in great
demand as a musician, playing an alto in
various bands for over 50 years.

Tillie, the oldest child of Charles and
Louise Riniker, was esteemed for her reacli
ness to help others. At the age of 11 she
began sewing clothes for her mother and
baby sister, Ida, and earned a diploma from
a school for seamstresses before she was 15.
In 1907 she was Queen of the first Mayfest
in the Millheim Community. (See their
daughter's tributes to Frank and Tillie in the
Supplement "Miscellaneous.")

Frank and Tillie (Riniker) Gross were
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members of the First Methodist Church in
Bellville. They were the parE,nts of two
children:

1. Lester, and 2. Jewel.

12th Generation
LESTEH CHOSS

1. Lester was born 31 Jan 1913 in M ill
heim, Texas. On 24 Mch 1934, at Bellville,
he married Hilda KRUEGER Grawunder (b.
10 Sep 1910, Bellville; d. 16 Jly 1974, San
Diego, California).

Hilda was the widow of Ernst Grawunder
and had a small son, Ralph Morris Gra
wunder, who (in 1951) married Joyce Jea
nette Strasding and had three daughters:
Gretchen, Robin and Johanna.

In 1916 the Grosses moved to Bellville
where Lester was active in high school
basketball and track. He also played clarinet
in the school band and orchestra as well as
in a dance band and the Bellville and Bren
ham brass bands. He worked part time at



Lester Gross DO Jewel (Gross) Wammel

L to R: 1. Lester Gross, 2. Mrs. Fred
Wammel, 3. Arthur H. Wammel,
4. Jewel (Gross) Wammel, 5. ETic Van
Wammel
KEY: 2 = mother of 3; 5 = grandson of
3 & 4, son of Kenneth Lee & Charlotte
(MoUard) Wammel.

Bellville Grocery, and in his spare (?) time
built a radio set from correspondence
lessons!

After graduation, Lester took a course at
Massey Business College in Houston, then
returned to Bellville to manage service sta
tions until he was employed by Standard
Coffee Company and transferred to
LaGrange.

In 1938 Lester moved to Houston and
polished his skill at carpentry with Fred
Wammel, but soon decided to become a fire
fighter. In two years' time, having qualified
with a civil service examination, Lester was
promoted to Arson Inspector and, in 1944,
to Lieutenant.

Meanwhile, with the help of a few friends,
he had built a home at 1102 Winston. While
living there he built a model cottage and a
model Five-story office building which were
used by the fire prevention division in its
training program and were displayed to
100,000 school children. The value of the
models was so widely recognized that the
Houston Fire Department was requested to

truck them to New York City in 1947 for
display at the convention of the Interna
tional Association of Fire Chiefs.

By 1949 Lester was Assistant Fire Mar
shal, but soon decided to move from Hous
ton to New Mexico and from there to Austin
as Fire and Safety Supervisor for State
Hospitals and Schools. During this period he
wrote many fire training bulletins and ar
ticles.

Ever on the alert for greener fields, Lester
accepted a position with Improved Risk
Mutuals of White Plains, New York, and, in
1959, went as a Field Engineer to Rich
mond, Virginia. Three years later he moved
to North Hollywood, California, as a field
representative in the Engineering Depart
ment.

Hilda liked to travel with Lester on his ex
citing work-they were in 22 states and
Canada in 13 years. She died soon after his
retirement in San Diego.

Lester and Hilda belonged to the Metho
dist Church. Although they had no children
of their own, Lester considers the children of
Dr. Ralph Grawunder as his own grand
children.

12th Generation
JEWEL (CHOSS) WAMMEL

2. Jewel, only daughter of Frank Jr. and
Tillie (Riniker) Gross, was born 29 Feb 1920
at Bellville, Texas. On 1 Dec 1938 in Hous
ton she was married to Arthur Hoff W AM
MEL (b. 12 Nov 1917 at Bellville).

At the age of four, Jewel was baptized into
the Methodist Church and is presently an ac
tive member of Memorial Drive United
Methodist Church in Houston.

In school Jewel won honors in the field of
Ho"memaking and was the salutatorian of
her high school class with a 94.4 average. In
1937-38 she took a course at Massey Busi
ness College in Houston, which led to a
secreta ry-bookkeeper' s position wi th
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Arthur William Wammel

Arthur Hoff and Jewel (Gross) Wammel
with Grandson Eric Van Wammel and
His Parents Kenneth Lee and Charlotte
(Mallard) Wammel

Houston Body and Manufacturing Com
pany. She lived with her brother Lester and
wife Hilda until her marriage to Arthur,
which was a small family wedding at Zion
Lutheran Church in Houston.

In 1965 Arthur and Jewel moved into a
new home, their fourth in Houston. Arthur is
a supervisor in the Computer Services
Department of Texaco Incorporated, the
company he has been with for 32 years.

Jewel and Arthur enjoy vacation trips and
playing "42" together. Jewel's hobbies in
clude sewing (she is a charter member of a
monthly sewing club), crafts, gardening,
card playing, and genealogy. The neat fami
ly charts she compiled have been the basis
for the statistical data in this book, and
many thanks are due her.

Arthur Hoff and Jewel (Gross) Wammel
are the parents of two sons:

1. Arthur William, and 2. Kenneth Lee.

WAMMEL FAMIL Y
L to R: 1. Arthur Franz, 2. Arthur H.,
3. Jewel, 4. Kristina,S. Kathryn,
6. Arthur William
KEY: 1 & 4 = children of 5 & 6; 6 =
son of2 & 3.

13th & 14th Generations
ARTHUR WILLIAM WAMMEL

1. Arthur William was born 27 Jly 1941
in Houston, Texas. On 8 June 1963 he mar
ried Kathryn Janice ROSS (b. 18 Mch 1943,
New Orleans, Louisiana).

Arthur William entered Hogg Junior High
at 12-the youngest boy in the class. He had
a wide range of activities and was a straight
A student. In Jefferson Davis High School he
was an outstanding student and leader, earn
ing the National Bank of Commerce and the
Jesse Jones Endowment scholarships when
he graduated as valedictorian in 1959. Be
sides participating in school sports, he was
president of Student Assembly and Ameri
can Legion Club, vice-president of National
Honor Society and Latin Club, Rotarian of
the Month, Boys' State Representative, etc.

In June 1963 Arthur William received his
B.A. in Chemical Engineering from Rice
University, and six days later was married at
Reid Memorial Methodist Church in
Houston.
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The next year Rice awarded him a B.S. in
Chemical Engineering. Thereupon, Arthur
William was employed as a chemical engi
neer for Texaco Research and Technical at
the Port Arthur Refinery. In April 1966 they
moved into their new home in Beaumont.

Arthur William serves on the board of the
First Methodist Church in Beaumont and is
active in civic and community affairs. His
recreational hobby is golf.

Arthur William and Kathryn Janice (Ross)
Wammel are the parents of two children:

a. Kristina Nicole (b. 25 Feb 1970), and
b. Arthur Franz (b. 8 Nov 1972), both at
Beaumont, Texas.

13th & 14th Generations
KENNETH LEE WAMMEL

2. Kenneth Lee, second son of Arthur
Hoff and Jewel (Gross) Wammel, was born
11 Apr 1945 in Houston. On 11 May 1968
he married Charlotte Anne MOLLARD (b.
23 Oct 1944, Houston).

Kenneth was active all through school, in
roles ranging from Santa Claus in Thomas
Jefferson Elementary School through basket
ball and track team to member of Junior
Achievement Program and National Honor
Society.

To provide financial assistance for col
lege, Ken worked three summers as a com
puter operator for Texaco Incorporated and
two summers doing survey work in the engi
neering department of Southern Pacific
Railroad. In January 1968 he was awarded
his B.S. in Civil Engineering by the Universi
ty of Houston. During his college education
he had served as a tutor in trigonometry and
calculus, lab assistant, etc., and had been
elected to the Student Senate and Theta Tau
Engineering Fraternity.

Upon graduation Ken started to work for
Southern Pacific as a design engineer in
Houston. In 1974 he was transferred to San
Diego, California, and in 1975 to Portland,
Oregon.
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Kenneth Lee ancl Charlotte Anne (Mol
lard) Wammel are members of the Metho
dist Church, and have one son:

a. Eric Van (b. 20 Sep 1972 in San An
tonio, Texas).

11 th Generation
MARCUS GROSS

4. Marcus, third son of Frank Olte and
Clara (Hillboldt) Gross, was born 23 Jan
1890 at Millheim, Texas, and died 9 Aug
1964 at Bellville, both in Austin County. He
was buried in the Cat Spring Cemetery.

Marcus Gross served in the Armed Forces
during World War I, and spent the re
mainder of his life on his parents' farm. He
was a devoted son, taking care of his father
who was blind for many years. After Frank
O. Gross's death, Marcus continued to
manage the home place, never marrying.

11 th Generation
LOUIS ("DICK") HILLBOLDT

2. Louis, called Dick, second son of Louis
and Auguste (Suhr) Hillboldt, was born 20
Dec 1886 in the Millheim area, Austin
County, Texas, and died 20 Jly 1913. On 28
Dec 1911 he married Emma SCHNEIDER
(b. 20 Jan 1884; d. 19 Oct 1964; buried in
Sealy Cemetery). No children were born to
this couple.

lIth-13th Generations
LILLIE (HILLBOLDT) SCHNEIDEH.

3. Lillie, first daughter of Louis and
Auguste (Suhr) Hillboldt, was born 22 May
1889 in Austin County, Texas. On 10 Apr
1912 she was married to Walter SCHNEI
DER (b. 8 Mch 1890).

Walter and Lillie (Hillboldt) Schneider
live in Millheim. They have only one son:

a. William was born 13 Dec 1919, and
married Janetta SCHWARTZ on 25 May



Walte1', Leroy, Irene, Bernice & Allan Hillboldt DO Himly DO Campbell

1953. The only child reported to have been
born to them is named Karen-nothing more
known.

11 th Generation
WALTER HILLBOLDT

4. Walter, third son of Louis and Auguste
(Suhr) Hillboldt, was born 9 Feb 1895 at
Millheim, Austin County, Texas, and died
there 17 Feb 1974. On 16 Feb 1921 he mar
ried Dora RINN (b. 27 May 1891; d. 10 Oct
1939).

Walter engaged in farming and ranching
on the land his parents had owned, and was
interested in family history, supplying much
of the data on which Jewel (Gross) Wam
mel's charts were based, for which we are
grateful.

After the death of his first wife, Walter
married Lydia Frank HOFF on 13 Nov
1948. There were no children of this mar
riage.

Walter and Dora (Rinn) Hillboldt were the
parents of four children who are described
below:

1. Leroy L., 2. Irene, 3. Bernice, and 4. Allan.

12th Generation
LEROY L. HILLBOLDT

1. Leroy L. was born 23 Nov 1921. On 15
Dec 1946 he married Mildred REIBEN
STEIN (b. 25 May 1926). Leroy is engaged
in farming and ranching. They have no
children.

12th-14th Generations
IRENE (HILLBOLDT) HIMLY

2. Irene, first daughter of Walter and
Dora (Rinn) Hillboldt, was born 13 May
1923. On 18 Jly 1946 she was married to
Clarence HIMLY (b. 3 Nov 1925). Clarence
and Irene are the owners of a "country
store. "

The only child of Clarence and Irene
(Hillboldt) Himly:

a. Bonnie Jean (b. 21 Aug 1947) was mar
ried to William HEGEMEYER (b. 8 Feb
1946) on 5 Nov 1966. They are the parents
of three children:

i. Lisa Ann (b. 7 Aug 1967); ii. Shirley
Lynn (b. 12 Feb 1970), and twin iii. Sherry
Lee (b. 12 Feb 1970).

12th & 13th Generations
BERNICE (HILLBOLDT) CAMPBELL

3. Bernice, second daughter of Walter
and Dora (Rinn) Hillboldt, was born 21 Mch
1926. On 19 May 1953 she was married to
Norris M. CAMPBELL (b. 11 Sep 1925). He
is an oil field foreman, and the father of:

a. Myra Lynn (b. 29 Mch 1954) who on
16 Aug 1975 was married to David Michael
JOHNSON (b. 20 Sep 1952).

b. Norris Wayne (b. 20 Jl1' 1956).

12th Generation
ALLAN HILLBOLDT

4. Allan, second son of Walter and Dora
(Rinn) Hillboldt, was born 2 Aug 1927. On
21 Dec 1974 he ma rried Maxine L. HINZE
(b. 20 Sep 1942). Allan's occupation is farm
ing and ranching.
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Supplement A
LAND RECORDS

Land Grant Information
Headright Certificate-Charles C. Amsler
Deed-Louis von Roeder to Charles Amsler
Minutes of Board of Land Commissioners
Land Certificate #938-Charles Amsler
Land Certificate # 106 I-Charles Amsler
Receipt Signed by D. Y. Portis re Marcus and Charles Amsler
Land Certificate #34-Marcus Amsler
Warranty Deed to Albert Walther
Certificate from Gov. E. M. Pease re Marcus Amsler
Welhausen Land Records
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The State of Texas
General Land Office

Austin, Texas

Sources of Genealogical Infonnation

Compiled by David A. Reeves, Director ofRecords

1. Grants from the Crown of Spain, 1758-1821

II. Grants from Mexico, 1821-November 13,1835

III. Headrights granted under the laws of the Republic of Texas

A. First class were granted to those living in Texas on March 2, 1836. (A league
and a labor - 4,605.5 acres - to the head of a family; one-third of a league 
1,476.1 acres - to a single man 17 or older)

B. Second class were granted to those who came to Texas after March 2, 1836,
but prior to October 1, 1837. (1,280 and 640 acres, respectively)

C. Third class were granted to those who came to Texas after October 1, 1837,
but prior to January 1, 1840. (640 and 320 acres, respectively)

D. Fourth class were granted to those who came to Texas after January 1, 1840,
but prior to January 1,1842. (Same as 3rd, but conditional)

IV. Bounty and Donation land granted for length of service and particular service such
as at the Alamo, Goliad, San Jacinto, or siege of San Antonio de Bexar

V. Colonies (such as Mercer's and Peters') and German Emigration after 1845-46

VI. Confederate Scrip

VII. Pre-emption (homestead) after 1845

VIII. Court of Claims

Headright Certificate of Charles Conrad Amsler

on file in General Land Office, Austin, Texas

(1) File 58
Victoria Co. 1st Class
Headright Certificate
Chas. Amsler 1 League

[inside]

Republic of Texas
County of Austin

This is to certify that Chas Amsler has appeared before us the Board of Land Commis
sioners for the County of Austin and proved according to law that he arrived in this country
previous to the month of May 1835, that he is a man of family and that he is entitled to one
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league of land as a part of his headright for the use and the benefit of Louis Roeder, upon the
condition of paying 3$50 cts [$3.50] for every labor of irrigable land 2$50 cts [$2.50] for
every labor of temporal or arable land and one dollar 20 cts [$1.20] for every labor of pasture
land, which may be confined in the survey secured to him by this certificate.

Given under our hands this first day of March 1838.

Attest
Louis Kleberg
C. B.
[Clerk of Board]

(2) File 58
Victoria 1st Class

Field Notes 1 League
Chas Amsler

Pat 27th July 1848
A. G. Kimbell

J. LaFayette Hill } Assoc
Robert Kleberg Comm.

Recd 36 SOil 00 dollars in the Promissory Notes of the late Republic of Texas in full of
Govt Dues on with Field Notes

J. R. Jones
[another filing area]

Survey for
Chas Amsler for one League of Land

Correct on map. July 22/48
Creuzbaur

[inside]

[This is for a league in DeWitt Co. on Guadalupe River by virtue of Certificate # _
issued by the Board of Land Commissioners for the County of Austin. Land near that of John
Lockhart. Edward Linn, surveyor of Victoria County, swore that the survey was made since 1
Feb 1838. Dated Victoria 19 Jly 1839. DeWitt County was in Victoria Land District.]

(3) File 58

"Some of the courses wrong; examine the field notes for the corrections to be made. Oct
26,1847. Creuzbaur" [official map maker]

John York withdrew the field notes for correction in Feb 1848 and returned them in
July.

"Correct for Patenting to Louis Roeder assignee
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Republic of Texas }

County of Austin,

No.31

Know all persons by these presents that I Louis von Roeder
of this County do by these presents sell, alienate and convey un

to Charles Armsler a resident citizen of this county two thirds of a league of land for the con
siderate sum of Five thousand dollars to me in hand paid for the following described land (to
wit) Being the two extreme thirds of the league of land that the said Roeder sells lying and be
ing in this County and on the road that leads from this place to Bryant Daughtrys known and
called the Daughtrey road and being on the western waters of Mill Creek about fifteen miles
from San Felipe being two thirds of the league that the said two thirds that I sell is to comprise
the North east and South West thirds - provided that an equal division of said league of land
into three parts should it by running parallel with the original lines be so divided as to include
the Vendor & Vendees present improvements & houses. But should an equal third taken off
from the South part of the said league not embrace the said Armler present improvement then
the lines are so to be run in the same manner and extended on to the middle third so far as may
be sufficient to embrace the said Armslers present improvement and in that event that a part
of said middle third is taken by the said Armsler to embrace his improvement then he is to
have less that amount on the Northern third of said league of land and should the middle third
not embrace my improvement then in that case I resume the right of running the lines or ex
tending the lines in the same directio,n so as to embrace my improvement and the said Armsler
is to extend the lines of his Southern third upon the Middle third on to his Northern third-all
of which I transfer and sell for my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns unto Charles
Armsler his heirs executors administrators and assigns forever in fee simple to use enjoy &
dispose of as his own all of which I guarantee against all lawful claims & claimants what
soever All of which I declare & sign in presence of the undersigned witnesses who sign with me
this the 21st day of October 1837 -

Town of Austin

Louis von Roeder

Witness
Jno B. Johnson
W. C. Polke

Republic of Texas,}

County of Austin,

purposes therein expressed.

I certify that on this 21 st day of October 1837, Louis von
Roeder signed the foregoing instrument in my presence for the

Town of Austin 21st October 1837.

Jno. B. Johnson C. C. C.

Entered and filed for record in this office 21 st October 1837 Town of Austin 7th November
1837 - Joseph H. Barnard, County Recorder Protem.
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The State of Texas, }

County of Austin, I, Ed. Batla, Clerk, County Court, Austin County, Texas, do
hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct

copy of the Deed from Louis von Roeder to Charles Armsler, as the same appears on record in
my office, in Volume A, on pages 50-51-52, Deed Record of Austin County, Texas.

Given under my hand and seal of office, on this the 5th., day of May, A. D., 1937.

Ed. Batla, Clerk, County Court, Austin County, Texas.

By Lawrence Dittert
Deputy.

Minutes of the Board of Land Commissioners
Austin County, Texas

We are indebted to Gifford White who, in 1972, copied these minutes and published
them in STIRPES, Vol. XV, in 1975.

(p. 165) No. 141 [1 March 1838]
Charles Amsler presented to the Board a claim for one league and one labor of land as a
part of his head right under the Section of the Land Law for the use and the benefit of Louis
Roeder assignee and took and subscribed the following oath
(p.166)
(to wit). I do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of Texas at the date of the
Declaration of Independence, that I did not leave the Country during the Campaign of the
Spring of 1836 to avoid a participation in the Struggle, that I did not refuse to participate
in the war, that I did not aid or assist the enemy, that I have not previously received a title
to my quantum of land, and that I conceive myself justly entitled under the Constitution
and Laws to the quantity of land for which I now apply.

(signed) Charles Amsler
Witn. Robert Kleberg deposed that he did know the claimant previous to the 2nd of May
1835 and that he was a man of family at the date of the Declaration of Independence and
that he was a resident Citizen of Texas before that date and ever since. Witn. Friedr Earnst
deposed that he did know the claimant in the year 1834 to be arrived in Texas and used the
same statement as the above witness.
Whereupon the Board after having investigated the said claim issued a certificate for one
league of land to the claimant for the use of and the benefit of Louis Roeder assignee.
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29th December 1838. Charles Amsler appeared before the Board and acknowledged that
he sold his claim for one
(167)
labor of land to John R. Foster and that Foster sold it to Daniel Tyler and that he is satisfied
that the certificate for one labor of land shall be issued for Daniel Tyler. Whereupon the
Board after having investigated said claim issued to the assignee for Charles Amsler a cer
tificate for one labor of land.

[In Claim No. 142, Charles Amsler deposed tha t Frederick Ernst was a resident citizen of
Texas at the date of the Declaration of Independence, and continued so till the present time,
and that he got an honorable discharge (although Ernst had made no statement of military
service other than the formality "I did not refuse to participate in the war").

[On 29 Mch 1838, Claim No. 211, Robert Kleberg, administrator for the estate of
Joakim Von Roeder, deceased, presented a claim for one third of a league of land for said
estate, and swore that Von Roeder died prior to 1 May 1835. Charles Amsler and Albrecht
Von Roeder deposed that Joachim arrived "in this Country" in the month of May 1834 and
died within a year.]
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No.938 REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 320 Acres

Know all men to whom these presents shall come: That Charles Amsler, having served
faithfully and honorably for the term of Three Months from the twenty Eighth day of
November 1835 until the twenty third day of January 1836 and being honorably
discharged from the Army by disability is entitled to Three hundred & twenty Acres Boun
ty Land, for which this is his Certificate.

And the said Charles Amsler is entitled to hold said Land, or to sell, alienate, convey and
donate the same, and exercise all rights of ownership over it.

This Certificate will be transferable by Endorsement, with a Deed, before any competent
authority, with witnesses to the same.

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Houston, this day of December
13th, 1837.

Bernard E. Bee
Sec. of War

Appd May 12th 1841 [Approved?]
B. T. Archer

Secty of War & Navy
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[on reverse]

Republic of Texas}
County of Austin

Five Hundred Dollars which I

Witnesses:
James Cochran
William B. Gayle [?]

I Charles Amsler hereby transfer the within Certificate to
Walter Cooper with all its rights and uses for the sum of
sign in the presence of witnesses Sept 24, 1838.

Charles Amsler
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No. 1061 REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 640 Acres

Know all men to whom these presents shall come: That Charles Amsler, having entered
Bexar, between 5th & 10th Dec 1835 is entitled to 640 acres of Donation Land, in ac
cordance with the Act of Congress passed Dec 21, 1837. Said Charles Amsler, his heirs, ex
ecutors, administrators, or their assigns, are entitled to hold said land: but it cannot be
sold, alienated, or mortgaged, and is exempt from execution during the life-time of the per
son to whom it is granted.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at Austin, this 17th day of August,
1840.

B. T. Archer
Approved January 15th 1849 Secretary of War

John D. Pitts
Adjt Genl.

[640 acres in Colorado County were patented to Charles Amsler on 25 Jan 1849, according
to Bounty and Donation Land Grants of Texas 1835-1888 by Thomas Lloyd Miller.]
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Cat Springs
Decr 25th 1847

Received of Charles Amsler for Marcus Amsler fifty dollars being in part payment for a
Tract of three hundred acres of land previously sold by me to said Marcus Amsler off of the
Cummings Mill Tract.

D. Y. Portis

David Y. Portis arrived in Austin County 1840/41. He married Rebecca Cummings (Jr.),
daughter of one of Austin's Old Three Hundred, a widow of the same name. The mother
had a plantation above San Felipe (The Handbook of Texas).
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Republic of Texas}
County of Austin

Marcus Amsler's Headright Certificate

4th Class
No. 34.

This is to certify tha t Marcus Amsler has this day come before
the Board of land Commissioners of said County, and proved that he is justly entitled to an
unconditional certificate for Six hundred & forty acres of land as his headright. This is
therefore his unconditional Certificate for said quantity of land.

Given under our hands and the seal of the County Court of
Austin County at San Felipe this the 7th day of October A.D. 1845.

Attest
J. Hillyard
County Clerk
of Austin County
& Exoff Clk Board
Land Comers

File 1028

Milam 3 Class

Uncondl Cert 640 acs (no Cond)

Marcus Amsler

Filed Sept 12th 1853

(Illegible)

Edwin Waller
Chief Justice Ex Officio
President Board Land
Commissioners for A. C.

[on reverse]

M. Amsler

Land

Certificate

____640 acres

This certificate does not help establish the date of Marcus Amsler's first arrival in Texas,
for he seems to have deferred applying for his headright until he brought his family over,
which would double his allotment. But the Board seems to have taken his previous residence
into account, since it gave him an unconditional certificate.

The "Milam 3 Class" in the filing area means that this 4th Class Certificate was filed with
the 3rd Class ones from Milam Land District.
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WARRANTY DEED, with Vendor's Lien

THE STATE OF TEXAS,}
County of Washington

[Walther]

Know all Men by These Presents, That I ... Mrs. F. Wangemann, surviving widow and
sole devisee under the last will of Adam Wangemann deceased of the County of
Washington and State of Texas in consideration of the sum of Eleven Hundred Dollars,
paid and secured to be paid by Albert Walther as follows: Two hundred Dollars cash to me
this day in hand paid the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged and the sum of Nine
hundred Dollars to be paid six months after date, for which amount the said Albert
Walther has this day executed his promissory note payable to the order of Mrs. F.
Wangemann ... have GRANTED, SOLD AND CONVEYED, and by these presents do I
GRANT, SELL AND CONVEY, unto the said Albert Walther of the County of Colorado
and State of Texas, all that certain Two tracts or parcels of land described as follows - to
wit - Two certain tracts or parcels of land one for 88 1/2 acres the other for 23 1/2 acres
together 112 acres, parts of the 212 acres of land the late homestead farm of Marcus
Amsler deceased and parts of the Roeder and M. N. Allen Leagues situated south of Mill
Creek in Austin County Texas - And being the same land conveyed by Adam Wangemann
to Johann Bender [?] by deed dated October 28th 1895 and by the said Johann Bender to
Mrs. F. Wangemann by deed of this date, to which said deeds reference is here made for a
more complete description of said land---

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

WITNESS My hand at Brenham Texas this 3d day of December A.D. 1898.
Mrs. F. Wangemann

[Note: $1.50 in Internal
Revenue Stamps stuck on
the witness blanks]

This deed was filed for record the 22nd day of December 1900.
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WELHAUSEN LAND RECORDS

Partial copies of several deeds which were sent to the compiler reveal some interesting
details about part of the Welhausen land in Austin County. All of these instruments can be
seen at the county courthouse in Bellville, Texas.

(1) On 3 Mch 1848 William von Roeder of DeWitt Co. for $600 conveyed to Carl
Welhausen of Austin Co. 250.5 acres in Austin Co. on the west side of Mill Creek, a branch
of the Brazos River, about 14 miles above San Felipe, being a part of the league granted to
Louis von Roeder, adjoining surveys for Joachim von Roeder and R. Kleberg. Witnesses: A.
Fuchs and W. Flato. On 19 Apr 1854, W. Flato verified the authenticity of Von Roeder's
signature before James A. Railey, Clerk of the County Court.

(2) On 11 Nov 1856 Carl Welhausen of Austin Co. for $100 conveyed to Ernst
Bergemann 15 acres out of the above tract; mentions John HoUien's tract adjoining. No
witnesses; Ernst Kleberg, Notary Public.

(3) (Since only the first page was furnished, the date does not appear, but this deed was
after the above, per internal evidence.) "$1.50 revenue Stamp attached" to this deed,
wherein Sophie [Welhausen] and F. W. Flato, Adolphine and Robert Wolters, Elizabeth
and Edmund Cruesbauer [each couple designated "husband and wife"], and Charles
Welhausen, all of Fayette Co., and Henry Welhausen of Austin Co., "being the only heirs of
Ernst Christoph Carl Welhausen, deceased, and a II of lawful age," for $ 1400 conveyed to
Isaac Hubert [later Isak Huber] 250.5 acres of land, described the same as in the 1848 deed.

This conveyance also covered 150 acres of land, "a part of the midle third of the same
league of land about five miles S.W. of Bellville beginning at the S.W. corner of the tract,
which in the partition of said Midle third of the L. v. Roeder league fell to Joachim v.
Roeder .... Together with all ... appurtenances to the same belonging except fifteen acres
sold by the said C. Welhausen dec'd to Ernst Bergeman" out of the 250.5-acre tract.

This 150 ("more or less") acre tract had been bought for $375 by Charles Welhausen
from Joachim von Roeder (date not shown).
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8upplement B
MILITARY RECORDS

Charles Amsler's Discharges, signed by (a) Captain York and (b)
Captain Pearson

Charles Amsler's Pension Claim
Certificate of Service from General Land Office - Charles Amsler
Power of Attorney from Marie Amsler (Widow of Charles) to

Gov. E. M. Pease
Proof of Death Date of C. C. Amsler
Deposition of A. J. Bell
Note to A. Bledsoe
Power of Attorney from Three Amsler Brothers
Certificate of Service of John Amsler
Military Service of Dr. George Henry Bailey
Letter from War Department re Dr. Bailey
Roster of Co. G, 4th Texas Cavalry, C. S. A.
Small sheets from notebook of Samuel Amsler
Reunions of Co. G
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Charles Amsler's Discharge Signed by Captain York. (Printed in full in sketch of
Charles C. Amsler.)

Charles Amsler's Discharge Signed by Captain Pearson. (Printed in full in sketch of
Charles C. Amsler.)
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Certificate of Charles Amsler's Service from General Land Office
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Power ofAttorney from Marie Amsler (Widow of Charles) to Gov. E. M. Pease,
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Proof ofDeath Date of Charles C. Amsler
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Deposition ofA. J. Bell re Charles C. Amsler
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The State of Texas (
County of \

Deposition of A. J. Bell Re Charles C. Amsler

Before the undersigned authority in and for the County and

State aforesaid this day came A. J. BELL a citizen of our said

County and to me well known who being by me duly sworn says that he is personally ac

quainted with Charles Almsler of the County of Montgomery and State of Texas and knew

him to be a member of Capt John York's Company at the Capture of San Antonio de Bexar in

1835 and also a member of Capt Pearson's Company in Col Fannin's Command in 1836.

That he is about 63 years old - and resides in Montgomery County Texas and affiant believes

said Almsler to be justly entitled to a Pension under the Pension Act approved Aug 13, 1870.

A. J. Bell

Sworn to and subscribed )
before me this 20th day )
of December A.D. 1870 )

Under my hand and seal )

of office day and date )

first mentioned. )

John P. Bell
Notary Public Austin County Texas

196



'~.

NOTE TO A. BLEDSOE, STATE COMPTROLLER

Bellville Dec 20th 1870

Hon A. Bledso}
Comptroller

Sir please send Certificate of Charles Amsler to Montgomery in the
County of Montgomery Texas direct to Charles Amsler.

Yours & c---
John P. Bell
for C. Amsler
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Power of Attorney from Three Amsler Brothers, Plus Acknowledgments

} Know all men by these Presents that we, Charles Amsler,
Marcus Amsler & Frederick Amsler surviving Brothers and

heirs at Law of John Amsler late of said county deed do hereby nominate constitute and ap
point [blank] our agent & attorney in fact for us and in our names to receive from the
Treasurer of the State of Texas any and all moneys due us as heirs at Law of said decedent as
well as all moneys due us in our individual capacity, for military services rendered the Late
Republic of Texas and to receipt for the same, hereby ratifying and confirming all that our
said Attorney may lawfully do in said premises and giving to our said Attorney full power to
do whatsoever we might or could do concerning the same. Given under our hands & scrolls
for seals this day of March 1854.

State of Texas
County of Austin

State of Texas
County of Austin }

Charles C. Amsler
M. Amsler
Friz Amsler

Before me Jno P. Osterhout [?] a Notary Public for said county duly commissioned &
qualified, personally appeared Chas. Amsler, Marcus Amsler & F. Amsler, all to me well
known who acknowledged that the [y] signed the above instrument for the uses and purposes
& intentions therein contained & at length set forth. To certify which I hereunto set my hand
& affix my official seal this 29th day of April 1854.

Jno P. Osterhout [?]
Notary Public

E. Swearingen

} We, V. W. Swearingen and Elemelech Swearingen do hereby cer-
tify that we are well acquainted with Charles Amsler, Marcus

Amsler, & Friz Amsler who signed the foregoing and that they have always been considered
by the community in which they reside as the brothers and only brothers and next of kin of
John Amsler Deed, residing in the State of Texas and affiants believe that as such they are the
only heirs at Law of said deceased in this Country.

V. W. Swearingen

State of Texas
County of Austin

} Personally appeared before me J. A. Railey, Clk Austin County
Court, V. W. Swearingen & E. Swearingen who subscribed the

above in my presence and made oath that the facts therein set forth are true. And I do further
certify that I believe the facts sworn to by them to be true. To certify which I hereunto set my
hand & affix the impress of my official seal at office in the Town of Bellville this 29th day of
April 1854.

State of Texas
County of Austin

(SEAL) James A. Railey
C. C. C. A. C.

[Clerk of County Court, Austin County]
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To identify the officials who signed this instrument: James B. Shaw was comptroller
1839-59. He built the mansion "Woodlawn" in Austin, which he sold to Elisha M. Pease
about 1860. John M. Swisher had been auditor since 1848. Both officials later resided in
Galveston.
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Military Service of Dr. George Henry Bailey

Feb. 7, 1931.
Han. Ross S. Sterling,
Governor of Texas
Austin, Texas.

My dear Governor Sterling:-
I am enclosing herewith a copy of certificate from the Adjutant General covering the

services, as far as U. S. Army records show, of my father, Dr. George Henry Bailey, in the
Confederate army.

He was born in Fort Bend County 'and graduated in the Tulane University, Medical
Dept., (then University of Louisiana) New Orleans in 1861. Without waiting to secure a com
mission as a surgeon he enlisted in Terrys Rangers and was ordered up to Kentucky, par
ticipating in much of the heavy campaigning of that famous regiment against the Federal
forces. Unfortunately however, he contracted chronic bronchitis and asthma from exposures
during that service and was discharged for disability.

He returned to Texas and again entered the Confederate service with the rank of Captain
and Assistant Surgeon. When the Federal forces appeared off Sabine Pass on Sep. 7, 1863 he
was in charge of the hospital at Beaumont but, believing that his services would be required at
the fort he proceeded there, much of the distance on foot and in the face of shell fire from the
fleet, which was attempting to destroy the road to the fort in order to prevent reinforcements
from reaching that point.

He was the last man to reach the fort, was placed in command of half the guns by Lieut.
Dowling and participated in the entire engagement. Gen. Magruder had presented to him a
very fine sword for gallant conduct in action and he also received one of the medals that were
struck off for the entire command, both of which are our prized possessions.

After the war he married my mother, Sophia Amsler, who was born and raised near
Bellville, and practised medicine in that vicinity. His health was badly broken, however, and
he was compelled to leave the state for awhile. I spent my boyhood days in Bellville and Sealy
and at the age of 15 was compelled to quit school to devote my energies toward the support of
my sick father, my mother and three sisters. My father was helpless for twenty years after that
and died in 1909. My mother has since been under my care.

Owing to the fact that I have had to move about a great deal on account of my work with
the Southern Pacific Railroad prior to the world war and as an officer of the regular army
since, my mother has lived only a part of her time with me and has spent most of her time
with my married sister in Phoenix, Arizona.

I do not know what the pension laws of Texas are with reference to the families of ex
Confederate soldiers but it has occurred to me that the state could, with good grace, make
some substantial provision for her and it is for that purpose that I am addressing you.

Although my father rendered such signal service to the state and lost his health in so do
ing, he never asked nor received the slightest recompense from the state. My mother is now 82
years of age and for some years has been practically blind. Her years are few and some
recognition from the state would be as efficient as a mental encouragement as it would be
materially, both of which are greatly needed.

The Amsler family of Brenham and the Byrnes family of Houston are her relatives and
can testify as to my statements. My father's name is enscribed on the Dick Dowling monument
in Houston and the common school histories of Texas contain his picture (or did a few years
ago) and a statement of his services at Sabine Pass.
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May I be pardoned for this rather long statement and may I not have your favorable con
sideration of the matter and such action as you may deem necessary to bring about the results
desired.

Assuring you of my deep appreciation of any action you may take and of the necessity
therefor, I am,

Very sincerely yours,
Neill E. Bailey,

Major U. S. Army.
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4th Texas Cavalry, Confederate States Army

Company G

Mustered in Austin County
Muster Roll dated September 24, 1861
Marinus van del' Heuvel, Captain, 43 (killed at Valverde)
Paul Vogelsang, First Lieutenant, 27
Julius Giesecke, Second Lieutenant, 23 (elected Captain Feb. 25, 1862)
Albert Schlick, Second Lieutenant, 20
Louis Bernard, First Sergeant, 23 (resigned to join Artillery Battery January 10, 1862)
Fercl Boesel, Second Sergeant, 21 (elected First Sergeant March 6, 1862; left sick at Santa Fe

. Hospital, April 8; taken prisoner April 20 and
paroled April 30, 1862; sent to Camp Douglas, Il
linois and exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi)

Gustav Siebel, Third Sergeant, 22
James Marburger, Fourth Sergeant, 20 (elected First Sergeant Jan. 10, 1862; elected Second

Lieutenant March 2, 1862)
Max Sternenberg, First Corporal, 26
Aug Amthor, Second Corporal, 23 (wounded at Glorieta and left at Santa Fe Hospital; taken

prisoner; paroled May 24, 1862 and sent to
Mesilla)

Reed Fissler, Third Corporal, 18
Ernst Boesel, Fourth Corporal, 36 (left as Attendant at Santa Fe Hospital April 8; taken

prisoner April 20 and paroled April 30, 1862;
sent to Camp Douglas, Illinois and exchanged at
Vicksburg)

William Keng, Bugler, 26
William Korff, Bugler, 21 (appointed regular Bugler November 1, 1861; wounded at

Valverde and left at Socorro Hospital; taken
prisoner; paroled at Fort Craig April 23, 1862
and sent to Mesilla)

PRIVATES:
1. Ahldag, Frederick, 21
2. Amsler, Samuel, 20
3. Baring, Albert, 18
4. Bartling, Louis, 22
5. Becker, William, 19 (wounded at Valverde ancl left at Socorro Hospital February 27;

taken prisoner; paroled at Santa Fe Hospital,
August 19, 1862 and sent to Texas)

6. Bruhns, Frederick, 25
7. Cornet ius, Walter, 20
8. Doss, George, 20
9. Doss, Richard, 23 (detached to Artillery at Camp Sibley, and returned to Company

February 27, 1862; left at Socorro Hospital and
taken prisoner; paroled at Fort Craig, April 23,
1862, and sent to Mesilla)
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10. Dube, Gustav, 25 (detached to Artillery at Camp Sibley)
11. Gaethe, Henry, 20 (killed at Valverde)
12. Giese, Adam, 39 (detached to Artillery at Camp Sibley)
13. Gollmer, Christoph, 22 (killed at Glorieta)
14. Hassler, John, 20 (wounded at Glorieta and left at Santa Fe Hospital; taken prisoner

April 20 and paroled April 30, 1862; sent to
Camp Douglas, Illinois and exchanged at Vicks
burg, Mississippi)

IS. Heins, Theodore, 22 (left sick at Socorro Hospital, February 27, 1862; taken prisoner
at either Albuquerque or Peralta, April 15 or
16, 1862; sent to Camp Douglas, Illinois and
exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi)

16. Hilgert, Dr. Henry, 32 (appointed Hospital Steward, September 30, 1861; left at Albu
querque Hospital; taken prisoner at Santa Fe
Hospital)

17. lise, Henry, 21 (wounded at Glorieta and left at Santa Fe Hospital; taken prisoner;
paroled August 19, 1862 and sent to Texas)

18. Juhl, August, 22 (killed at Glorieta)
19. Kase, Charles, 26
20. Koch, Christian, 29
21. Korff, Charles, 21 (wounded at Valverde and left at Socorro Hospital; transferred to

Albuquerque Hospital and taken prisoner at San
ta Fe, April 17, 1862; sent to Camp Douglas, Il
linois and exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi)

22. Krebs, Edward, 20
23. Krebs, Herman, 18
24. Krebs, Theodore, 22
25. Krug, Gottfried, 25 (on detached service January 4, 1862)
26. Lampe, Albert, 27
27. Leist, William, 20
28. May, Charles, 26
29. Melchior, Ernst, 20 (wounded at Valverde and left at Socorro Hospital; transferred to

Albuquerque Hospital and taken prisoner,
paroled at Santa Fe Hospital, August 19, 1862,
and sent to Texas)

30. Mensing, Gustav (Gustave-CMR), 25 (left at Socorro Hospital; taken prisoner at Albu
querque, April 16, 1862)

31. Meyer, Ernst, 33 (left at Socorro Hospital and taken prisoner; paroled a t Fort Craig,
April 23, 1862 and sent to Mesilla)

32. Muller, Joseph, 30 (CMR says 33 or 38)
33. Neumann, Joseph, 21
34. Reuter, John, 23
35. Richers, Robert, 24 (on detached service at Fort Quitman, January 4,1862)
36. Rhodius, Ch., 33 (wounded at Valverde and left at Socorro Hospital; transferred to Albu

querque Hospital and taken prisoner, paroled at
Santa Fe Hospital, August 19, 1862 and sent to
Texas)

37. Schafer, F., 26 (killed at Glorieta)
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38. Schandorn, Joseph, 28 (on detached service January 4, 1862)
39. Scharenberg, Henry, 23 (elected Second Sergeant March 2, 1862)
40. Schlick, Richard, 22 (wounded at Valverde and left a t Socorro Hospita I February 27;

taken prisoner at Albuquerque, April 16; sent to
Camp Douglas, Illinois and exchanged at
Vicksburg, Mississippi)

41. Schmidt, Christopher, 26 (left as Attendant at Santa Fe Hospital April 8; taken prisoner;
paroled May 24, 1862, and sent to Mesilla)

42. Schultz, Aug., 23
43. Spis (Spies-CMR), Henry, 18 (wounded at Valverde)
44. Spis (Spies-CMR), John, 23
45. Stahmer, Joseph, 20 (wounded at Valverde and left at Socorro Hospital; taken prisoner;

paroled at Fort Craig, April 23, 1862, and sent to
Mesilla)

46. Sternenberg, Julius, 21 (wounded at Valverde and left at Socorro Hospital; transferred to
Albuquerque Hospital and taken prisoner;
paroled at Santa Fe Hospital, August 19, 1862,
and sent to Texas)

47. Sternenberg, Otto, 23
48. Stoltze (Stoltje-CMR), Charles, 20
49. Trenckmann, Herrm., 28 (wounded at Valverde and left at Socorro Hospital; transferred

to Albuquerque Hospital and taken prisoner;
paroled at Santa Fe Hospital, August 19, 1862,
and sent to Texas)

50. Trenckmann, Otto, 24 (elected Fourth Sergeant, January 10, 1862)
51. Vanderwerth, John, 23 (on detached service, January 4,1862)
52. Voelkel, John, 19 (wounded at Valverde and left at Socorro Hospital; transferred to Albu

querque Hospital and taken prisoner; paroled at
Santa Fe Hospital, August 19, 1862 and sent to
Texas)

53. Voelkel, William, 19
54. West, Thomas, 2S (left sick at Santa Fe Hospital, April 8; taken prisoner April 20 and

paroled April 30, 1862; sent to Camp Douglas, Il
linois and exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi)

55. Wildner, Fr., 25 (on detached service at Fort Quitman, January 4, 1862)
56. Wildner, Joseph, 21 (left as Attendant at Socorro Hospital; taken prisoner at Albuquer

que, April 16, 1862; sent to Camp Douglas, Il
linois, and exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi)

57. Willerich, Julius, 20
58. Winkler, John, 25
59. Wolters, Edward, 19
60. Zavisch, Her., 18 (detached to Brass Band, February 27,1862)
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Reunions of Company G, Green's Brigade

The only sample Miss Lena now has of the handwriting of her father, Samuel Amsler, is
in a very small pocket memorandum book. Selected therefrom are a few gilt-edged pages on
which he listed the names of some of his Civil War comrades who attended the reunion held at
La Grange on 7 May 1908 and one on 1 June 1912.

Miss Lena wrote, "He always attended the annual get-togethers as long as there were
enough to attend." Sam was 71 at the time of the 1912 reunion, but he had 22 more years of
life.

Some of the names he wrote down differ slightly from the list found in the Texas Collec
tion at Baylor, and a few do not appear on the longer list - these we have indicated by
asterisks. Sam's two lists have been alphabetized separately for convenience in checking with
the official list.

"Names of living Members of Co G, 4th Texas Mounted Voluntiers Greens Brigade on next
page May 7 - 1908"

Altag, Fritz; Brazoria
Becker, Wilm; Confed home
Cornetius, Walter; Houston
*Datner [or Latner?], August
Doss, George
Doss, R.
Giesecke, J.; New Braunfels
lIse, Henry; Columbus
Lampe, A.; La Grange
*Latner [or Datner?], August
*Maetze, Gustav; Bellville

Marburger, Jacob
Mensing, Gustav
Roeder, Herman; Lockhart
*Schaffer, Chas H.; La Grange
+ Scharnberg, Henry [+ = died?]
Schlick, Albert; Lockhart
Sternenberg, Otto; Industry
Stultje, Chas.
Volkel, Wilhelm
Wilrich, Julius
"dead Wiltner, La Grange"

Zavish, ---

The single page for 1912 is headed "Questions - What became of". Sam marked an X
after several names, which might mean that they had died, or that he did (or did not) learn
what had become of them. At the foot of the page he wrote; "Wauls Legion - Present
6/1/12".

Barring, Albert X
Becker, Wilm
*Dahlgrun, --
Doss, Richard
Giese, Adam X
*Knipe Bros.
Krebs, Herman
Krug,AdarnX
Mai, Carl X
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*Schaffer, Chas. H.
Siebel, Gustav X
Trenkman, Herman X

(What became of?)
Vogelsang, Mrs.

(Who married?)
Volkel, Hanins X
Wiltner, Der lange X

[meaning the tall?]



8upplement C
LET'TERS

Introduction
Foreign Language Letters and Papers
Translations (Including 1870 Passenger List)

1863 Letter from Charles Jr. to Samuel Amsler
1862 Letter from Julia to Brother-in-Law Sam
1862 Letter from John Amsler to Parents & Brethren
1862 Letter from Eliza to Brother Sam Amsler
1862 Letter from Louis Philip Amsler to Parents
1867 Letter from Charles C. Amsler to Family
1867 Letter from Louis Philip Amsler to Father in Europe
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Supplement C

Letters

Amsler letters and other papers which have been collected fall into three categories:
Foreign Language, Civil War, and Post-War.

Foreign Language Papers

Several items of the Amsler Papers on deposit in the Texas Collection at Baylor University
(Waco, Texas) were xerographed and sent to Walter Angst (whose credentials appear in the
section "Amslers in Switzerland") for translation. His comments are enlightening:

... the documents are fascinating and quite revealing, albeit not uniformly im
portant. They are all written in that peculiar Teutonic script called "Kurrent,"
which already at the time of my parents went out of fashion in Switzerland. The
only reason I learned it, on my own, not in school, was that I had to communicate
with my grandmother, and I am not overly proficient in it, not having had to use it
for decades. In Germany, Kurrent was used as late as the war, as it was one of the
Nazi innovations to "purify" the nation.

Nine of the documents are written in German, two in French, and some of the
hands are almost illegible. The style is quaint, and the orthography somewhat
peculiar. I have tried to be as literal as possible, in order to preserve the quaint
flavor.

Facsimiles of as many documents as the limitations of space permit are shown herein.
The translations are arranged in chronological order.

Civil War Letters

From the Civil War era, a sampling of the letters exchanged by members of the Charles
Conrad Amsler family is given. The writers were Charles Jr., his wife Julia, John, Eliza, and
Louis Philip. Unfortunately, only typescripts of Samuel's letters are available, which are
copiously quoted from in the text.

Post-War Letters

In the post-war category, the verbatim transcript of a letter from Charles C. Amsler
demonstrates that he had almost mastered the English idiom in expressing his thoughts, but
still had trouble with its spelling! The letter from his youngest son, Louis Philip, seems to be a
reply to his.
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Letter from Catt Spring, either January or June 28, 1848
(no punctuation, "private" orthography)

Mr. Luden (?)

I inform you that the miller whom I hired (rent) did not come and if he still should come I will
not take him any longer and if your stepson really wants to come he is welcome I will give him
wages so that he surely will be satisfied he is however to come as fast as possible

[the last part of the sentence is obscure, I make it out to read]: and to give me an answer im
mediately by the deliverer of this report.

I greet you many times your friend Charles C. Amsler
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Letter with cut-off place & date: July 22 (?) 1867

Mr. Amsler from Texas, at this time in Schinznach

Having to thank Dr. Kuhn, former envoy to Galveston, for your esteemed address, I take the
liberty to very much recommend to you my services and those of one of my comrades. As I
learned from Dr. Kuhn, you are still in a position to engage a few young strong lads. You may
confidently count in advance on our fidelity and dilligence. For this, we have the best
references available. We are willing without any ceremony to work off your expenses. In case
you are in a position to still need a few strong helpers, I would like to very much recommend
our services. In the meantime, I sign respectfully and humbly Werner Beerli, son at the Baren
(restaurant at the sign of the bear) and Johannes Gasser, gardner.
Please address your answer to W. Beerli, son at the B~~en.

Envelope: Mr. Amsler from Texas, at this time in Schinznach, Kanton Aargau
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Letter from Bremen, July 26, 1867

Mr. Charles C. Amsler, Schinznach, Canton Aargau

To your honored letter of the 23rd of this month, we hurry to answer that we would like very
much, since Mr. Kuhn has so warmly recommended you, to serve you with a good place, and
recommend again that you decide yourself to travel in September with our ship "Iris,"
especially since after this, another one of our ships will be expedited to Galveston only on
October 15.
We believe therefore to act totally in your interest, when we now note for you a place in first
cabin per "Iris" to Galveston in September, since places for that are very much in demand
and we later no longer can assign a place for you.
For the family Baliman, we have about 9 places in second cabin on the "Iris" noted, and it
would be advantageous also for you to give us quickest notice about the number of persons
traveling with you, so that we can give them secure passage also - you can send us the earnest
occasionally.
20 Francs we calculate as equal to about 4.63 gold, or 20~/2 Francs = 5 Thaler gold.
Looking forward to your agreeable news, with respect

Ch. Frauer & Sohn

Letter to Mr. C. Amsler, Schinznach

Baden, August 2, 1867

Pursuant our oral discussion, have written to Hamburg & Bremen for passage and prices of
direct ships to Galveston. As soon as the answer will be here, I shall visit you, which could
take about 6 days. *

With respectful greetings
Karl Fischer

.. in the sense of a delay (archaic formula)
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Letter from Baden, August 8,1867

Mr. C.C. Amsler, Bad Schwarzensee

Your present residence has become known to me through Mr. Gemeindeammann (chief
magistrate of the community) Riggenswyl, otherwise I could have visited you yesterday in
Schinznach. .
From Bremen, the answer has now arrived concerning a direct voyage with sail ship to Gal
veston. On the 12. of Sept. and 12. of Oct. departures are taking place from Basel via Bremen
to Galveston and that for very cheap prices. I urge you now to please let me know immediate
ly if you want to visit me here in Baden, and at which day I can meet you for certain in
Schinznach, and if we maybe ought to meet in Brugg. During the whole year I am in Zurich
on Tuesdays and Fridays. Thus, on these days I could not visit you.
Looking forward t~ your kind answer, I sign respectfully with friendly greetings

Karl Fischer.
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c

envelope: Mr. e.C. Amsler from Schinznach
at this time in Bad Schwarzensee, Canton Freiburg

f .

- -.".~~~7'C'-~-..

Two envelopes: Mr. C.C. Amsler, Schinznach, Canton Aargau. Herrn is repeated
& Schinznach is spelled with TZ.

C.C. Amsler, Esq. care of District Judge H~rrman in the village of Schinznach
Canton Aargau, Switzerland per Prus' closed mail (?)
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Horgen near Zurich, Aug. 26, 1867

Mr. Charles C. Amsler, Schinznach owes to Nageli & Co.

sold and given over to you ... black fine
Gros du Rhin ... [probably wine]

value net & counted

Having received the above amount with a draft to the Aargau
Cantonal Bank attests

Nageli & Co. Horgen, Aug. 26, 1867
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Bill from August 28, 1867

Bill for Mr. Carl Amsler from Schinznach in Texas America by HUnerwadel & Simmen, Trad
inghouse for self-grown wine sending you according to your order and at your own risk, by
ourselves to Brugg:

1 small box with 24 bottles of yeast brandy
1 small box with 12 bottles of yeast brandy

Payable in 3 months or in installments at 1/2 % discount per month

Complaints are only honored if they are submitted within 8 days after receipt of the merchan
dise.
After the wine has had a chance to settle for 14 days in the cask in the cellar, it may be drawn
into bottles.
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Respectfully signed
The director: Zelti

Letter by Aargauische Bank from June 18, 1870:

This is a form-letter, prepared by one hand and altered by another. The standard phrase is
traced out and replaced with the appropriate remark.
Mr. Charles Amsler, Schinznach
We hereby confirm you the correct receipt per August 10 via Paris of Fr.8627.S0, which you
have given us today, * and which we shall, under customary reservations at due-time value,
credit to your account.

* replacing: "which you have sent us with your honored letter from"
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Personnelliste

ofemigrants sent by Mr. R. Werdenberg via the railroad of the East to be sent from the station
ofBasel, on October 17, 1870

Remarks: New Orleans

names & first names

Amsler Karl
Marie

Llitzgemann S.
Kubelin Elisabeth
Blum Joseph
Suter Marlin
Weber Jacob
Wickert Lorenz

Samuel
Wirz Susanne
Ureck Marie
Fllickiger S.
Schenker Christ.

age

62
67
26
91/2

22
28
29
27
26
22
18
20
38

number of emigrants
adults children sucklings

number of
markings
luggage

7 packages

weight in kg

522 pounds

Basel, Oct. 17,1870, Rud. Werdenberg

Although Mr. Amsler has 1 cabin, he occupies only 3rd class on the railroad and gets food as
the passengers in betweendecks.

Care of Mr. Iselson in Bremen, to dispatch further promptly.

(Original in Supplement E "Miscellaneous" on page 269)
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New York May 29 1867

My Dear Farnley

I let your know by this few lines, that I arived hir after a trip of a leven 11 days from
Galveston safe in beuty fare HaIth. Mr. Rawl [Paul?] from Houston is wiht me we have engagt
Pasage to day on the Steamship Phinadale [Trinidad?] by the wa[y] of Liverpool to Havre and
if we have no bat loock I think we will rich Havre in about the sam lant of time as we did New
York from Galveston.

If I live to se Europa I will writ to you agin either from Havre or Paris. You moust writ to
me to Shwitzerland befor you recief any more letters from me. I am very ankctis [anxious] to
haer from you

Frackatly you moust not vergat [forget? neglect?] me you moust writ to me at least evry tow
weeks I shall feel very hope[ful] to heare from you freckerently.

I fel very sory that your Mamma is not wiht me at a such a plasant trip to travel by See that
I would be schour that she would not get see sick she has worked long a nof and she ot [ought]
to have some pIasur in her old days bout it is not my faIt I have insorted [insisted?] on her long
anouf bout it did [less?] than any goot.

I do not know of any thing more to writ to you this present that could be of any interest to
you.' So I will close this latter in the hope that it rich you all in goat Health. God bless you all.

Your Father Truly
e.e. Amsler
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Clear Creek July 27th 1867

Dear Father

It is great negligence on our side in not answering the letter we recieved from Paris dated
June 14th until now. But still not negligence altogether, for the state of affairs were as follows:
On the morning of the 15th July T. C. Oglesby the school-teacher whom you had hired once
as Tail-sawyer at our Mill & has since been in our employment as Carry-Log driver, together
withe Tim Anway "the Yankee Boy" who worked here also Stole three of our horses, viz 
Tom your favorite buggy horse, Sam's Ball & Julia's mare and Started Towards eastern Texas.
Pursuit on our Part was inevitable. Consequently Brother Sam, Myself & Old Mack the fire
man started in pursuit but fortunately soon got on track of them and after a hot Pursuit of 8
days we· overtook Oglesby and made him a prisoner, leaving him in the hands of the Sheriff of
Trinity County in the Town of Sumter.

The other one Tim Anway had seperated from him and had crossed the Natchez [Neches]
river. Sam in pursuit found Julia's mare in the hands of the deputy Sheriff of Cherokee County
to whom Tim had swapped her for a mule & $20.00. Sam's horse being unfit to go any further
in pursuit Put the Sheriff on the thief's track and returned meeting me at Sumpter We re
turned home carrying all the stolen property with us except Sam's Ball whome we had to
leave at Sumpter to bear the expences caused by the long trip of 10 days of Pursuit of the
Horse thieves

Times are very dull in Texas at present crops in an almost terrible condition in some parts
caused by the continuing rains of the spring & summer. Consequently we have up to this time
not sold as much lumber as we wished. But hoping for better times we will not dispair at once.

We have all been in very good health ever since you left us, and we hope that you may enjoy
the good health you did on your former trip to Europe.

Mother tells me to insist on your early return home - at any rate before Christmas.
We all join in our sincere Love to you awaiting an early answer I remain

Your True Son
L. P. Amsler

236



8upplement D
RECOLLECTIONS

Life in Schinznach
Early Days in Cat Spring
A Millheim Anecdote
Austin County Neighbors
1891 Family Record
"The Torch's Final Flare"
"Cotemporary" - by John C. Amsler
An Engagement Announcement
Watermelon, Anyone?
Regimental Review

237



SCHINZNACH DORF, SWITZERLAND

Schinznach Dorf was a very poor city so many people wandered away due to lack of
work, bad weather, sickness and loss of many children. People thought that there was new
hope in America because of news that the new country held hope and promises for a better
life. They often sold all their possessions to collect enough money for their trip to America.
As soon as several 100 people were collected they then acquired ship space. Often it took
several weeks and it was very hard and illnesses were everywhere on board ship. Mostly
stemming from poor food, seasickness and diarrhea, deaths on these trips were heavy. Often
only one half of the people lived through the trip to arrive at their destination. Sometimes
the sail ship would sink in a storm and everything would be lost.

A farmer had perhaps three acres of land. Here they had to alternate their crops for feed
for animals and for their own vegetables. If too much money was received for these then
they had to give some to the church and some to the rich. Consequently only one third of a
man's earnings could be called his own.

Pigs, cows, chickens lived on the lower level of a house. Families occupied the second
level, and the loft or third level was for hay, wagons, and farm equipment. This way the peo
ple could keep warm in the very severe cold weather so common in winter. Today the
animals still sleep in the house, in some cases. Fertilizer was put on the side of the road next
to the house. Also a public water supply, which was usually captured in troughs in the main
street and came from mountain tops or natural creeks, supplied the town with fresh water.
Even then the people were interested in keeping the water clean and to abuse this was subject
to very strict punishment.

Birthdays were not marked - only confirmations. There was strict punishment for peo
ple who were not true to each other in marriage. There was no intermarriage and often new
women were brought into Schinznach Dorf from nearby towns. A husband was punished for
calling his wife names such as "DevilsChild" or for abusing his mother-in-law. Once a man
was punished by the church for singing Psalms in the bar. There were few songs which were
allowed because mostly the songs were about immoral things so they were only sung in bars.
And only a very drunk man would dare to sing such a song. Paying a few shillings for this
act was the usual punishment. This money went to the church. The preacher often gained his
sermons from the happenings of Schinznach. Therefore he was able to punish verbally the
persons who were guilty. People who cursed were punished by paying at least 10 shillings to
the church; if the money was not paid then they were put in jail. As a result few families
escaped having someone spend time in the jail.

In Schinznach in about 1375, the main occupations were farming and wine making.
Most of the homes were covered with straw on the roofs and they had to be patched often.
The roofs had a steep pitch so that the entire building could be utilized for living quarters.
The outside walls were made of wood but the inner walls were platted straw, filled with
clay. The kitchen held a hearth of stones where fire was constantly going. The pans and pots
stood on three legs or hung from the inner wall of the oven. The kitchen was open on the roof
over the stove to allow smoke to escape. This chimney area was coated several times with
heavy clay. Nevertheless, kitchens were always in danger of catching fire. When the fire
went out a neighbor would furnish coals to start it again. To keep the smoke going up the
chimney most kitchens were designed not to have any other opening [except a door?]. Oil
lamps were used to furnish light. Often because of fire hazards the kitchen was a separate
room from the rest of the house. The floor was madeof straw and clay mixed and dried very
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hard. Running: water was not in the homes in these early times. In a dark corner of the kitch
en stood a crock of water with a tight lid on it. There was a wooden dipping cup for use to
dip water or for drinking. One would get his supply of water from the public fountain. Here
one met his neighbors and it was looked to for exchanging gossip and ideas. The law was
very strict to keep this water supply clean at all times.

Meals were served at a large wooden table. Everyone ate from one bowl of soup by dip
ping his wooden spoon into it. (No individual plates) Also meat was served in the same
fashion. Forks were not had until the 1800s. For these kinds of foods one ate with the fingers.
For cutting foods the men passed their hunting knives around. Wooden bowls were used for
glasses. Today some people still drink from wooden goblets dating from 1635. Later 2 or 3
persons ate from the same wooden plates. Potatoes were first introduced in Switzerland in
the 1800s. Mostly beans were eaten. Breads were so expensive it was seldom on the table.
Wheat, oats, barley were cooked into a mush which was a common meal. A farmer usually
had 2 hens, but eggs and meats were seldom served. A cabbage patch belonged at every
house. Other vegetables were turnips, peas, spinach, onions, beets, and a little corn. Straw
seeds were also gathered and eaten when it became necessary. There were two kinds of
fruits: apples and pears. In cooler weather prunes and cherries. There was no sugar.
Sterilization was uncommon. So dried fruits played a major role in their foods. The menus
were not so uninviting as one might imagine, but the foods were about the same all over the
world in those times.

Festivities, weddings, harvest fests and butchering days were times when people had a
chance to eat and drink heartily, so they took advantage of these times.

These notes are direct translations from the book "Chronik von Schinznach Dorf" by Ed. Gerber. They were
given to Jewel (Gross) Wammel by her cOllsin Virginia (Mrs. Leon Loehr) after her trip to Schinznach in 1975. Mrs.
Loehr also contributed three lovely photographs which are reproduced in the early part of this book.

CAT SPRING

(From Supplement of Bellville Wochenblatt, 1899; W. A. Trenkmann, Editor)

Cat Spring lies South west of Bellville, and similarly, is located on the edge of the Post
Oak cross timber being the second oldest Gennan settlement in Austin County, Texas.

In 1834 the Amsler Brothers, Charles and Mark, settled here, soon after the Von Roeder
family came, all locating on land granted by the Texas Republic. The aged Mr. M. Hart
mann, who arrived in 1847 and to whom we are indebted for many interesting facts, writes

concerning these early settlers -
"Amsler had not the means to have his land located and surveyed, but appearance of

Louis Von Roeder with a purse well filled with Spanish dub loons supplied the deficiency.
Von Roeder and Amsler made a trade whereby he received one-third of Amsler's league for
locating and surveying. Mr. Von Roeder built his residence on the place now known as the
Gloor place adjoining the Spr.ings, which later came to be known as Cat Spring because a
wild cat had been killed in that vicinity. Von Roeder's sons secured poles about the thickness
of their arms from the adjoining forest planted them two feet apart and covered them with
shingles. Roof, doors and windows were also made of shingles. The spaces of the walls were
filled with clay and pieces of wood while the inside was papered with pictures from il
lustrated newspapers."
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When her highness Lady Von Ploeger, Von Roeder's sister, arrived from Germany she is
said to have fainted from fright at the sight of the structure. The farming operations of the
Von Roeder Father and sons, was carried on in rather a desultory way. Cattle raising, hunt
ing and fishing were the chief occupation. When the boys had accumulated a number of raw
hides and other pelts, they would confide them to a "teamster" who on his return from
Houston brought the most necessary household articles, as well as a barrel of whiskey, and
there was joy in Israel. The Catspringers often being joined by the settlers of Industry, not far
away, when there would be great merry making, resulting in black eyes and battered noses,
but all the meetings were held with in bounds of a good natural neighborly spirit of "give
and take", despite which results sometimes followed of rather a far reaching ancl significant
nature.

When Hartmann came to Cat Spring, he found there a friend of his youth, Jean Baptiste
Dres, the book-binder, who met Hartmann at Houston and took him to the settlement. In the
Community were to be found then, Flato, Hageman, Bolten, Me;'smann, Sens, Kinkier,
Glaum, Ditter, Welhausen, Levermann, Hollien, Clarke, Sam and Frank Everett, Allen and
others. Times were then merry in Cat Spring. The majority of the first settlers were young,
light-hearted from the educated ranks of life. True, the later settlers were of a more practical
turn of mind. Still many of the early characteristics were maintained. A tricky and morose
existence finds as little place in present day society as in the early times.

Until long after th~ Civil War, Cat Spring remained the meeting place of the German
element in the Southern part of the county, as it was the largest German community. On the
7th. of June, 1856, here was founded the first Agricultural Society of the State of Texas. A. F.
Trenkmann was President ancl Mr. Hartmann was Secretary. Vigorous Germans of Cat
Spring, Millheim, Bellville and from the Bernard joined and the carefully kept minutes of
the meetings are proof of the activities and zeal in the work and eHorts put forth by the
members. The society has brought extraordinary advance in all agricultural matters and
today counts 230 members.

Soon after the war between the States the "Gut Heil" (Good Luck) Turnverein was
founded, and has in its 30 years of existence won for itself great pra ise for its ac
complishments in furtherance of a better social life. The Society owns a splendid Hall in new
Cat Spring.

Today Cat Spring is a thriving German and Bohemian settlement. In 1892 the M.K. and
T. located a station one mile south of Old Cat Spring to which station the Post Office and
business houses were moved, and now a thriving village with all lines of business
represented.

MILLHEIM

(From a supplement of the Bellville Wochenblatt, 1899; copied in the hand of John C.
Amsler, family chronicler)

In Davis' history of Texas I find a map designated "La Salle's Map of Texas." Among
other streams named are River Sabonnier, now San Bernard; River Heims, now Mill Creek;
River Lalips, now New Years Creek, etc. Now may not this name Heims that La Salle, the
discoverer of Texas, put in his map be the true original word from which Millheim takes its
name?* During the fifties there was held at rriy father's store, which he conducted in com-

·The name "Mill Creek" indicates that there was a mill ~n the creek in the early days; heim is the German word for
"home."
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pany with Nolte, a meeting for the purpose of selecting a name for our settlement. Naturally
I was a spectator, but remember a few of the particulars of the gathering. [This could not
have been written by John C. Amsler, who was born in 1864, except the paragraph in paren
theses.]

As the day wore away the assembly became very jovial. Barrels of tar were fired and
wagers were made for wine and other drinks to determine who could leap through the burn
ing pyre. And be it remembered these were mostly married men - fathers of the settlement.
A certain Quensel, alias the Ranger /Ringer?/, failed to jump high enough and fell in the
burning tar barrel, burned his legs severely before the others could take him from the flames.
Dr. Nagel applied some oil to his wounds and the sport was continued until late at night.

(Millheim is where Uncle Markus Amsler, father of the elder Amslers of Brenham, set
tled. I can't say if he was the first settler; anyway he built the first dance hall there.)

AUSTIN COUNTY NEIGHBORS

(Copied from the 1899 Supplement to the Bellville Wochenblatt by John C. Amsler)

In the second week of September, 1848, the sailing ship Neptune sailed with 120
emigrants from Germany and Austria, left Elsflether Dock at Bremen headed for Galveston.
The ship, despite its classic name, was really only a frail shell and rode the high seas like an
empty hull. Among the passengers was the merchant Gustav Koch accompanied by his wife
and two children, coming from Schmiedeberg in Schleswig; his younger brother, a teacher,
Emil Koch and his wife; also Mrs. Marie Langhammer, whose husband, Frank Langham
mer, and his oldest son had preceded her by a year, with her sons. Pastor Fuchs and his wife
and two children, and Tips (father of Walter Tips), Zulaufs and others were also of the party.

The passage was rather stormy and lasted eleven weeks. The passengers in spite of storm
and slow sailing were a very jolly party. On Sunday they danced with zest, and, Grand
mother Koch adds, on Monday the storm raged worse than ever and no one was dance
minded. Arrived at Galveston on Nov. 26, they continued their journey by boat to Houston.
From thence, a number of families who had formed a fraternal party proceeded by three ox
wagons to Piney Creek. Of that once happy ship's company three elderly ladies live in
Bellville but a few hundred paces apart: 90 year old Amalia Koch, widow of Gustav Koch;
85 year old Marie Langhammer; and Bertha Koch, widow of Emil Koch, now 76 - indeed
a rare coincidence.

Mrs. Amalia Koch, in her 91st year, is still spiritually bright and hugely enjoys relating
with genuine Schleswigian humor her experiences during the early years of her residence in
Texas.

For six years, Merchant Koch lived in a log house on Piney and though it had two small
rooms, it possessed no floor and, small as it was, the residence was forced to furnish room for
Grandmother's treasure - her piano.

Modest as it was the Koch home was the meeting place for the cultured Germans of the
community - those Latin-learned farmers to whom plowing was often burdensome, who
could not draw a straight furrow and who sorely missed the social intercourse of their Ger
man homes, alas now so far away and perhaps never to be enjoyed again.

Did a birthday anniversary arrive in the family circle or holiday happen, then there was
dancing and merry making under the mulberry trees. Sometimes a guest would beat time
and at rare intervals Mr. Schenk would furnish music on his flute. Later Mother Koch would
serve coffee and pies - cake was then a rarity.
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All who were privileged to enjoy these old time amenities declare it not possible to be
entertained now as at Koch's. To repay Mother Koch for her many deeds of kindness, she
was gratefully remembered with presents of seeming little value now, but very acceptable
then - a fine chicken or two, use of a rare and only saddle horse of Herman Miller, and a
fine Maltese cat.

The majority of the immigrants of those days were people of culture and idealistic in
clination and not well fitted for the practical matters of the farm. Miller, Koch and Schenk
became merchants, while Ernst Gustav Maetze and Emil Koch founded schools which
became famous throughout the countryside.

The oldest married couple in Bellville who were living here before the town was born is
John W. Manning, 80, and his wife Martha, 75. He still cultivates his model garden. He
served with loyalty and zeal a term as county treasurer. Mrs. Manning was born near San
Augustine and came with his foster father Jack Nochols to Austin County. She remembered
when camped on Donoho's farm on Clear Creek hearing the cannons thunder at San Jacinto
and the tears that were shed for husband, brother and father as they thought the Mexicans
victorious.
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"THE TORCH'S FINAL FLARE"

For who to dumb forgetfulness a prey
This pleasing anxious being ere resigned,
Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day,
Nor cast one longing, lingering look behind.

Having passed life's allotted time and having been urged by some well-meaning friends
to recount my experiences in life, 1 make the attempt, without fiction, and as near the truth
as possible, human nature being what it is.

My paternal great-grandfather was born in Switzerland, the father of 12 children, the
majority of whom followed my grandfather, the oldest, to Texas, including their mother, my
great-grandmother, who died in Austin County.

1 first saw the light at Cat Spring, Austin County, March 30th, 1864. Maternal grand
mother welcomed me, and checked me in and returned to Fayetteville, where she had eight
children to care for.

Soon came a day when 1 visited her, my maternal grandmother, and my physical condi
tion being o.k. she, being a devout Evangelical Lutheran, became concerned about my
spiritual state, present and future. A Catholic Priest being the only available connecting link
between here and hereafter, he, the Catholic Priest, was prevailed upon to christen me, he
being expectant of pence for Peter.

My permanent home at Ca t Spring was my paternal grandfather's home, where, besides
myself, the most important ones were grandfather, grandmother (next in importance and
authority to myself), my father, Charles, his wife, Julia, and three other sons, and one
daughter. At this particular time, March 1865, the three sons were returning from the con
troversy that they had had with the U.S., principal matter concerned was about some $4000
worth of negroes whose status as chattel property was strenuously objected to by certain peo
ple in New England, Kansas &c, and grandfather had bought them in good faith. The first of
these, a man, woman and girl he had bought on the auction block in New Orleans in 1843,
paying $1500 for them. These he used, and 1 trust humanely, to assist in the operation of his
business, principally farming.

At the time my father, Charles, was 7 years old, 1 have heard my grandmother say, he
plowed. Another incident at this time was that grandfather had delivered to Captain Chris
tian, Commission merchant at Houston, ten bales of cotton, for sale. The captain presented
him with a fine top hat, which 1now own.

Reverting to the return of grandfather's soldier sons from the Confederate war, two of
them, John and Philip (the latter was 16 when he marched away) returned July 4, 1864,
[1865] from Fort Delaware where they had been prisoners of war since their capture at the
fall of Vicksburg. On this occasion grandmother, who was by no means a habitual toper, got
gloriously lit up by way of celebrating the return of the boys, and that is why she always
celebrated the 4th of July ever after for two reasons. Another son, Sam, served in the West,
Green's Brigade 1 believe, and took [part] in the last battles of the war, Pleasant Hill and
Mansfield, and rode home to Texas on his little paint pony carrying his musket with him. (1
later used the pony to handle cows.)

The oldest son, Charles, my father, had remained at home and operated a grist mill for
the commissary department and belonged, 1 believe, to what was called the "feather bed
brigade". Now with all the boys home, and the negroes free, the patriarch, who was
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troubled all his life with asthma and chronic dysentery, decided to abandon farming and
embark in the saw mill business.

Grandfather, with my father, Charles, bought, in 1866, a body of pine timbered land in
the western part of Montgomery County, near the present site of Magnolia, and having
disposed of his Austin County properties, consisting of lands, gin & grist mill in conjunction
with his sons, devoted all his time to making fine lumber which sold at $20 per thousand,
direct from the saw. July, 1866, witnessed production of the first lumber. It was hauled as
far west as Fayette County, 75 or 80 miles.

My memory recalls arriving at the Saw Mjll in Montgomery County, being about two
and a half years old. Some geese in the wagon that we rode in were given their freedom and I
have a picture of them as they flew from the wagon. I was inclined to wander then, and soon
after our arrival at the Mill site hit the road which we had come, and when overhauled and
taken back by one of my uncles, I remember telling of seeing the bright eyes of a snake on the
roadside.

At this time I will begin the biography of my grandfather. He was the oldest of the fami
ly of 12 born in 1808 at Schintznach, Canton Aargau, Switzerland. His father had been
prosperous, operating a mill on the Aar River, but financial troubles, and ill health ended his
life at 45 years. Grandfather was apprenticed to a Locksmith by his mother, and, having
completed apprenticeship, traveled for 3 years in Switzerland and Germany as a Journey
Man Locksmith where his "Wanderbuch", in which are notations by Chief of Police of each
town that he visited indicating his work and length of sojourn. He worked a long time in a
shop in Munich, Germany. In later years I heard him relate going to the same shop on one of
his journeys to Switzerland, calling all working boys together, many of whom he knew, and
tapping a keg of Munchner beer, to make merry. He had the social, good fellowship instinct
highly developed. So in his early years in Texas he became a very enthusiastic Free Mason.

When he had completed three years as journeyman locksmith, he returned home, sought
the lady of his love who resided in Koelichen, a village near his native village. My grand
mother in later years told me on one occasion when grandpa came to visit her she was
wielding the scythe harvesting lucerne. She challenged him to trial of skill and endurance,
borrowing her father's scythe. She said he soon acknowledged defeat and hung his scythe in
an apple tree. I have heard her say that she thanked her stars that although 5 years his
senior, she always was able to keep up with him and sometimes take the lead in life's battle.

Her young man had now returned from his wandering to claim his bride. Her brother
having recently died, she was her father's sole help in the prosecution of his business as a
miller and he was unwilling to give her up. He offered her 100 gulden if she would remain
and continue his helper, but she declined the offer. They were married November 19, 1832
and set sail for America January 19, 1833, from Havre with thirty-two other emigrants,
landing in New Oreans after a long and stormy voyage. Continuing up the Mississippi, they
settled at St. Louis, farming, he working at his trade when occasion offered. Sickness over
took him and a long spell of typhoid left him in bed while his wife had chills and fever. In
search of work, they returned to New Orleans, where, seeing some of Stephen F. Austin's
literature about the fertile lands of Texas, they journeyed to Texas, landing at the mouth of
the Brazos, thence by the prevailing mode of travel by ox team to Austin's colony in Austin
County, arriving July, 1834. Grandmother says that 50 cents was the total of the cash on
hand. A settler had vacated a house about one and one-half miles from Mr. Fordtran's place
near Industry. This hut they were permitted to occupy until they could possess the
government-donated land and provide a shelter. The land was secured, surveyed and deeded

245



by giving a moneyed neighbor, Mr. Von Roeder, one-third of the land. A cabin was erected
on the site of present Cat Spring, where the State of Texas, in the centennial year of 1936,
erected a granite marker to designate the spot. The cabin was very crude; nevertheless it fur
nished shelter. In November 1835, he was informed that assistance was needed at the siege of
San Antonio. He procured a horse and borrowed a worthless musket and set out alone for
San Antonio, where he planned to join the Company of Captain York, a neighbor and friend
of his. On the journey he met S. F. Austin, who had relinquished his command to General
Rufus Burleson, [It was then-Colonel Edward Burleson, whose 12-year-old nephew Rufus
was in Alabama. This is not a precise history.] and was on his way to the U.S. to seek
assistance for the colonists, having been chosen by the authorities at San Felipe.

The lone horseman arrived in San Antonio, joined Captain York's Co. just in time to
enter the 12 days engagement that Ben Milam had started by calling for volunteers. The Tex
ans captured the Fort Alamo, but Milam was killed on the third day and was buried in San
Antonio where he fell. The Mexican General Cos was permitted to retire with 1500 soldiers
and many of his supplies.

There were a number of enthusiasts led by Col. Johnson and Dr. Grant who now
resolved to proceed to Matamoras (Brownsville) and capture it, and, as it was a seaport,
secure cash from incoming commerce to finance the Texas cause. Grandfather was of the
party which started in January, 1836. When near Refugio, he fell sick with dysentery and
was left at a Mexican's house, whence he departed late in February, 1836 for home at Cat
Spring; borrowed a horse but it was claimed and taken from him at Goliad, and he made the
balance of his way home on foot. - Texas QuarteTly History p. 55. The loss of his horse was
a tragic happening. He was arrested by Deaf Smith and accused of theft of the horse and he
left afoot along way from home. An old-fashioned Texas norther overtook him. He came
upon a cabin that the Indians had just raided and found two dead men, but his wife at home
alone and subject to the same fate gave strength to his limbs and put resolution in his heart
and he pressed on, reaching home some time in April, as the news of Santa Anna's approach
was causing the settlers to seek safety in flight across the Brazos.

April 1836, Mr. Ernst and others were concealing themselves in Mill Creek bottom, but
were persuaded by the Texas army to fall back across the Brazos, as the Mexican army was
advancing and the danger from marauding Indians was always to be expected at such a
time. Grandmother at this time being pregnant was permitted to ride Capt. York's horse to
the Brazos. About this time the San Jacinto battle was fought and won by the Texans. All the
frightened settlers returned to their habitations. Referring to the battle of San Jacinto, April
21, 1836, I have it from a supplement of the Bellville Wochenblatt - editor, W. A. Trenck
mann, that some refugees camped at Donoho near Hempstead heard the cannonading at San
Jacinto and shed anxious tears for loved ones, supposing the Mexicans victorious.

Grandfather and his wife returned to their cabin at Cat Spring, where my father,
Charles Amsler, was born July 12, 1836. Here nine anxious and busy years were spent, fear
of Mexican invasion on the one hand, and busy grappling with the problems of making a
home and a competency. During these years they operated a tavern and Stage Stand where
lodging was furnished for man and beast. Many travelers going and coming abode an hour
or two and went their way, including such historic Texans as Sam Houston and Stephen F.
Austin. The tavern was used as a polling place when the question of annexation to the United
States was voted on. Quite a number voted nay. Some of Prince Solms' colonists passed this
way on their trek to New Braunfels, the center of the German colonization project of 1844.
Some of these settlers made a stop quite near to Cat Spring at a place called Nassau near
Round Top in Fayette County, a kind of supply station for the colonies farther west. I have
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heard grandmother relate the great fun watching the German Cavalry men of Prince Solms'
party "back" the Texas Mustangs, the beginning of "bronco busting" for the Germans,
which the seasoned Texans highly enjoyed. During these days the patriarch erected a Steam
Gin and Grist Mill to serve the community. Raising cotton, horses, hogs and all suitable
farm products. I have heard father speak of grinding a hard wheat Nicaragua (I think) that
was suited to the climate. Here were born to the couple in addition to Charles, John, Sam,
Eliza (Welhausen) and Philip; the latter's full name was Louis Phillip in honor of the French
King. These young people were given to amusement as well as hard work. Horseback riding
was the favorite way of covering long distances to reach a place of meeting, and the young
man or lady boasted of the fine quality of his or her favorite saddle animal, and accompany
ing accoutrements, as now they thrill over Fords and Cadillacs. The light-footed pony
needed no dusty choppy pavement, but sped away over the green prairie scene leaving no
mark on the verdant surface. The air, whether frosty or warm, greeted the rider bracingly
and the course of life moved quite as smoothly and pleasantly then, as now, with the young
and hopeful.

I have heard father, oldest son of the family, say that returning one May, 1858, morning
with a party of merry-makers on horseback from a distant rendezvous, the air was crisp with
frost and when the sun came out the corn that was bunching to tassel, doubled up, and corn
was planted in the middles the following day, because it was necessary to be up and doing to
provide food for man and beast. Farmers had their seasonal troubles then as now. Of course
there were years of continued droughts where vegetation and stock suffered for water; again
there were excessive rains with accompanying overflows and devastation of crops. This was
during the time of the great German colonization program when among 4400 emigrants an
epidemic raged leaving 1200 orphans in its wake, and maintenance of an orphanage was
one of the chief concerns of these colonists. Yes, modern Texas did not happen without the
consumption of much human energy and endurance, as well as much enjoyment of the pass
ing of the years.

Thus for change, there would be a raid by the Comanches or Apaches with often men,
women, and children scalped or carried away not to mention destruction of property and
theft of stock.

There was political strife between various partisans of the early Texan days, especially
between Sam Houston and Mirabeau Lamar, the former strong contender for justice to the
Indians, the later struggled for protection and education of the settlers. There were partisans
for and against annexation to the United States.

The patriarch was living happily and always busy and active at Cat Spring in the home
he had built with constructive ideas from his native Switzerland. It was a two story. About
this time a wandering artist, by name Josey, from Europe appeared, and was set to painting
the walls of the lower story of the house with Alpine scenes, copied from prints in possession
of the patriarch. .

During the Confederate War, the farmers of Texas hauled their cotton to Matamoros,
Mexico, and sold to the Mexican government, having no other outlet. Grandfather, with
others was making a trip with ox team hauling cotton. Among the teamster cotton mer
chants was Col. Cuny of Waller County. On the trip grandfather bought the Colonel's cot
ton, and gave an order for $1000 on grandmother at Cat Spring. The recipient of that order
told his son Dick, who told the writer that he had great difficulty in getting the drawee to
honor that draft. There once was in my possession a "Bill of Sale" for one negro man, one
woman and one girl warranted to be sound of health, that my ancestor bought at auction in
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New Orleans in 1843. Consideration, $1500. The Negro man was a kind of mechanic whose
name was Smith. Years after my Uncle Sam, making feed baskets of white oak and post oak
splints, said he learned the art from Smith. My progenitor had the reputation of being a kind
of politician, one who "gets along" with his fellow man. At the time of voting on "annexa
tion" to the United States, the Tavern was a polling place. Some votes were cast against an
nexation. Anyway, there was free discussion around the voting place. Terrell Election Law
had not been conceived. Grandfather was named Post Master by the United States Post
Master General.

After oxen, horses were the chief modes of locomotion. Aunt Eliza, the only daughter,
had the reputation of breaking the young horses, riding such as her brothers feared to back
at times. She was reputed to be not only adept but graceful in her horsemanship. In these
days slavery was the disturbing question, forbidden but winked at by the Mexican Govern
ment. The patriarch as noted procured some help by purchasing slaves, to assist his 7-year
old son to farm. Incidentally, I want to say this boy developed to be assistant general
manager of the outfit and his authority never was disputed. Emigrants coming from Europe,
especially, were apt to be very strong abolitionists. Their economic condition very likely
sometimes accentuating their conviction.

Years later, after the Confederate War when the subject of this sketch had disposed of
his business at Cat Spring, and embarked in the Saw Mill business in Montgomery County,
leaving the business to the manager and assistant, C. Amsler, he set sail for Switzerland to
procure labor for the mill business. At that time a former neighbor, a rabid abolitionist, ad
vised the American Consul in Switzerland to keep an eye on him as he was asIave dealer.
This letter came into grandpa's hands, and when he returned and one day led him to New
Ulm, he observed his detractor whittling on a store porch. He hung a white pine box around
his neck. The justice of the peace who tried the culprit told the writer about the occurrence.
This trouble-maker or say zealous abolitionist was also a great visionary. He had a plan to
make Mill Creek, in Austin County, navigable. This creek during the rainy season was a vast
body of water tributary to the Brazos which was then navigated to Post Sullivan, opposite
Hearne, I believe. Mr. Ackerman, who died recently at Navasota, narrates his father ran a
steamboat line on the Brazos at that time. The narrator had in possession bills of lading for
merchandise so shipped. When interrogated as to the freight that was generally imported by
way of Pleasant Hill, the Hempstead Port, he said whiskey was a large part of the trade.
Snakes were numerous in those days, and days were often long and tedious, and whiskey
took the place of, say, the Screen.

While on this subject, will say grandfather made about four trips to Switzerland to pro
cure help, accompanied by grandmother at one time and by his son, John, at another. My
father was then pretty well advanced in age and experience, and grandmother felt safe in
trusting the management of the family business to him. My knowledge of the ways and
usages of the Swiss middle class was gleaned from these emigrants. A great many names oc
cur to me among them, Fluckinger. Mr. John Fluckinger, being one of them, he was the pro
genitor of many fine citizens of Waller County. John later had his younger brother, Martin,
to come to America, and his worthy descendants are also numerous in Waller County.

Patriotism is a marked characteristic of the Swiss people. They date the independence of
their country from 1291. The legends of William Tell and Arnold Winkelried are familiar to
all school children. .

On one ocean voyage there was a family consisting of father, mother, and a number of
sons and daughters, who had been preceded by a grown daughter on one of grandfather's
previous trips to Switzerland. Their name was Urich. On this passage during a terrible

248



storm, lasting for days, the mother of the family, surrounded by all the frightened members,
was reputed to have called on the boys and her husband to "go" help do something to right
the ship. One of the emigrants was also a young lady, Louisa Bossert, who is now living in
Rosenberg, the wife of a prosperous contractor. Mary Urich married Henry Maywald of
Grimes County. Other names of emigrants from Switzerland on the sundry three or four
trips were Spielmann, Stuedhalter, Wiederkehr, Meyer, Imhoff, Wirtz, & many more, being
individuals from the German part of Switzerland, to be particular the Canton "Aargau",
"Ar" designating the River Aar, and "gau" meaning a meadow indicating this was level
land and contained fine meadows. Schintsnach, a village on the Aar River, was my grand
father's birthplace. Many years before, this had been a famous "bad" or national watering
place patronized by the Hapsburg Royal family. The old Castle of Hapsburg now in plain
view is in Switzerland, and I am told is used as a watch tower by the night watchman,
whence he can see any fire that flares up during the night for many miles around. This cas
tle, probably 800 or more years old, was the seat and beginning of the Royal House. The
name is a contraction of "Habicht Burg" being "The fastness of a Hawk". [fastness - a for
tified place or secure retreat; a stronghold; a castle] So we arrive at the old starting place of
robber barons. These humble emigrants were as full of patriotism and the love of their coun
try as a coconut is of meat, and besides, well grounded in the three R's. Especially were they
handy with numbers and economics. When we remember Switzerland, about the size of
Maryland or say half the size of Maine, with four million population, 252 to a square mile,
has been the mother of many great men, Agassis the Scientist, Hoover our President, and
Texas philanthropists, Rosenberg of Galveston and Hermann of Houston, and yet her
humblest citizen is a fairly well-educated man. Most any of them can recite long passages
from Schiller's William Tell, and make vivid the sight of Arnold Winkelried's body per
forated with Austrian bayonets. And yet each of the 22 tiny Cantons is as independent as an
Irishman, speak and write different languages, and dozens of dialects, and know but one
father land, although unable often to understand each other's speech. Next to Shakespeare's
drama of the English Kings, I know of no more stirring recital than McCracken's History of
the Swiss Republic.

My formative age from 4 to 10 was spent at Saw Mill in Montgomery County. Foreign
folklore I acquired from the Swiss emigrants, the beauties of nature I drank in from the
pine-clad hills of the surrounding terrain, traversed by tiny brooklets of clearest water, teem
ing with sun perch, goggle eye as well as some trout or bass and catfish. My task was keeping
track of the cattle belonging to the patriarchy. Uncle Sam Amsler was head of this depart
ment and bore more of the burden of rearing a mischievous boy than my own father, who
was operating engineer of the saw mill, and was often kept at work late at night filing the
saw, or some necessary repair work that could not be done during the time of active opera
tions.

My individual possessions consisted of a small bay mare, she being the first colt of a
salmon-colored mare, a present of grandfather Meyer to my mother; this animal known as
Puss was a very fine saddle animal, and as mother had not much time for exercise, was ap
propriated by father. The first colt, as I indicated, I appropriated, and it was my cow pony.
Then I had a bunch of dogs, descendants of old Spring, who was acquired from Parson Har
ris' pack of "nigger dogs". Old Spring had killed many a snake that threatened my boyish
rambles. In spite of her watchfulness, I was bitten one night by a copperhead, known collo
quially as a rattle snake pilot. A young chicken was killed and applied to draw the poison.
My pack of dogs thus descended were general-purpose dogs to get the cows out of thickets, to
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tree rabbits in hollow trees whence I drew them by twisting a hickory twig into their fur, ef
fective if cruel. These dogs also "treed" raccoons that depredated on the corn, kept opossums
(not always) away from the hen house, and trailed, treed, and sometimes caught wild cats.
One night soon after supper, the dogs, with the usual din, "treed" something in a thicket
near the house. Going out with a pine torch and an old muzzle loaded shot-gun, I felled a
large wild cat, having pierced its heart with several buck shots, a pure accident. Then I had
a horn to call my dogs made from a cow horn, a pair of spurs, a saddle and a rope; I never
acquired the habit of lassoing anything however. My scheme was to set the dogs on the cow,
to stop and put them in the "pen". Our livestock was acquired from sundry near or far
neighbors. We had a number of work oxen that were bought as young steers from Mr.
William Hegar on Hockley Prairie, 16 miles south of us. We had some milk cows bought
from Mr. Pryor several miles west of us near Tuckers Prairie, and some we bought from
neighbors east of us near Tillis Prairie, and where now is located the station on T.B.V.R.R.
known as Mostyn. Our horses, largely the progeny of old Puss, roamed in a northerly direc
tion, sometimes as far as Punchard's Saw Mill near Plantersville. So a domain of about 10
miles in diameter was my cattle and horse range, of course no enclosures anywhere, largely
open with whisper pines, but many thickets where whippoorwills nested on the ground and
all kinds of wild life had its home. In enumerating our cattle purchases, I failed to include
the largest number, those bought from the Ramsdell Estate 11/2 miles south of us. The
Ramsdells had sold out to us their holding - 640 acres of land - large body of im
provements, including a tannery, orchards, and all the household goods and supplies, of
which I remember vividly a large jar of peach preserves made in New England style. The
family had come from near Boston, I believe. Therefore, their tannery, their selling out and
leaving had some connection with aftermath of reconstruction days. The father had died;
the son, C. H., was virtual head of the family. Dr. C. W. Ramsdell of University of Texas is a
son of C. H.

My boyhood days were spent at grandfather's Saw Mill on Clear Creek tributary of Mill
Creek, which debouches into Spring Creek. A great number of saw mills, located in these
waters, were known as Spring Creek Saw Mills. My task of caring for the estate's cattle was
assumed in all seriousness when I was about 8 years of age. Uncle Sam was General Director
at all times. My pony and dogs were very dependable, and time flowed on in a pleasant
stream. To begin with the cows, each one was given a name, all the variation of the same
name served distinct ones, as Mary, Mollie, Polly, Mamie, Marie, etc. The calf was
designated Mary's r. & w. (red & white) h. (heifer calf) Molly's calf b. & w. S (steer). Polly's
w. h. or Mamie's r. s. &c &c. My list of named cows and calves, and yearling etc. amounted
to something over 400 at one time, and became a great calamity. One winter when grass
was short, range had been very dry during the summer and cattle were very poor, early
spring rains made the whole piney woods one quivering mass of water-soaked sand, and the
cattle were "bogged down" and died on many hillock or creek side. The loss was about 50%.
My cattle occasionally had to be "doctored" for screw worm. It might be necessary to ex
plain the injury of "screw worms". The beginning was breaking of the skin and escape of
blood from tick bites, or any kind of scratch or injury at the proper season of the year; the
blood was immediately "blown" by screw worm flies, which consisted in depositing on the
often tiny speck of blood, great quantities of screw worm eggs very minute, but in a few
hours these eggs became active and began the ravage on the poor beasts. An animal's only
means of defense was by "licking" the place ·of trouble, and any spot on a cow's body that
she could reach with her tongue was safe from the worms doing serious damage. A large
part of the treatment I could do without assistance, but not always of course. Calves were
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often fly blown at the navel cord before it was dry and many died from the resulting worms,
unless the cow could lick the worms out.

My system of handling cattle differed from most any I know of. When the cow dropped
a calf, as soon as she was found she was penned, and the calves kept in pasture and cows
allowed to suckle them at night. At such times my assistants, usually a couple of Swiss girls,
at the other time general house help, did the milking, taking just enough from each cow to
supply the estate's needs for milk, butter, cream cheese, and chicken and pig feed. Not
enough milk was taken from any single cow to injure the calf's growth. If the cow was a
heifer, she had to be "broke" to milk, and an 8- to 1O-year-old boy and a couple of Swiss girls
had a great experience in getting a rope on and off of a young cow, and we had many an
escape from an enraged cow. Every calf had to be tied off while the cow was milked. In this
way all our cattle grew up rope broke. According to my memory we had at one ti:ne 60 cows
in the pen that brother Louis and I milked and tied off the calves at one morning's task. The
Swiss girls were absent for one reason or another. Of course these were often cows with
calves on the range whose calves had already been made gentle and the pair were
discharged. While on the subject it occurs to my mind we had a cow called Philtail at Uncle
Sam's suggestion. I don't know where he got the name. We had another called White Lady
also at Uncle Sam's suggestion, because when we finally had her partially subdued ready to
"milk" she would not suffer to be touched except one teat; seeming to be "ticklish" or
"goosey" as the Negroes used to express it. These cow-breaking days were perhaps the hap
piest of my life, without a thought of the future or any responsibilities.

Uncle John, second son, was the operative teamster for the Saw Mill Company. As I
remember his team, it consisted of three powerful mules working abreast, and hitched to the
end of the tongue of the immense two-wheel log cart, wheels about 8 feet in diameter, and
the end of the tongue resting on short leg or slide which dragged on the ground. This was a
most awkward appearing mode of handling logs; however, quite effective. The operator
drives his team so as to have one wheel roll over the log to be moved, then by means of the
hooks operated by a windlass mounted atop of the two wheels with a lever in the windlass or
drum by which the drum was drawn downward, the log was elevated from the ground at
one end and was ready to be "snaked" most any distance. My first real paid labor was husk
ing corn to feed Uncle's mules at night when he came home from his day's operation. I was
paid 5¢ per flour barrel of husked corn. I spent considerable of my hard earned money buy
ing Magnolia buds on a trip to Houston to a fair it seems to me. There lived then in Houston
a Swiss gentleman named E. Simler, whose residence was on the corner of Prairie and Louis
iana. He was a notary public and conveyancer. He had a married daughter, Mrs. Baldinger,
living in Galveston. His two daughters, Miss Mollie and Eliza, occupied the old homestead
in quite modern times. The street car tracks, two uncertain and wavy lines of steel on scanty
and insufficient ties, the cars were propelled by small mules, the vigorous and athletic
passengers would sometimes walk to aid the mules, who were transporting their less active
dear ones. The Fair Grounds were located in a swampy section southward in Houston,
probably in the vicinity of present Westmoreland. My fancy recalls abundance of sweet gum
trees. On the occasion of my visit, April, 1872 to 1873, a great rain fell and my eye still en
visages young men carrying girls through the flood to the street cars. The Dissen House was
our hotel when not at Simler's.

Back to the olden time when my long and often aimless rides over the undulating hills
covered with whispering pines, traversed by clear brooks, came to a temporary end. Waller
County had recently been organized and Hemp~tead made the County Seat; here grand-
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father established his residence, with a view of establishing Uncle Philip in business as he
had married Sophia Flato in 1869, and after four years working at the Saw Mill decided to
locate in Hempstead. Grandfather bought blocks 91 and 116, paying according to my
memory $1200 each for them or it might have been for the two. The purchase of these
blocks was pursuance of two ideas. 116 was selected on which Uncle Philip's residence was
built, a planing mill and lumber yard established. A residence for grandfather was also com
pleted in 1874. Colonel Efnor, father of Mrs. F. W. Zadow, was grandfather's friend and ad
visor in the founding of this business. I remember grandfather introducing the Colonel to us.
I was 9, brother Louis was 4, and making proud claims for our physical set up and Colonel
Ebnor's smile [Efnor?].

The Planing Mill did not prosper, was dismantled and the building converted into the
St. Charles Hotel, operated by Uncle Philip. I was present at the opening when free dinners
and luncheons were served. Baker C. F. Smith brought his bride, nee Mary Werner, from
Kentucky, and they made their temporary stopping place at the hotel. Among some of the
men present at this affair was my mother's brother, C. W. MeYN of Fayetteville, and a den
tist, or "Hunter", who extracted the first tooth I ever had drawn.

Hempstead, the County Seat of the new county of Waller, was quite a busy place in
those days. Naturally a boy of 8 to 10 as I was, I saw much of it, but not all. I was permitted
to take a ride on a switch engine operated by Long Al Roosevelt, on condition I ask no ques
tions. The R.R. Station was beyond the present residence of Major Dewees, now 100 years
old. His place, I believe, was known as the Gresham place. At the station were the Sloan
house and the city hotel, a busy neighborhood then. Down town, about where Izzio
Frankel's Cut Rate Store now is, was the rambling Planters Hotel, surrounded by China
trees. Perhaps I should say, the hotel antedates by some two or three years, and entered my
memory at an earlier visit to Hempstead. Men who walked the streets of Hempstead, they
were James A. Felker who had a store about where the old Economy Cafe now stands, later
he removed to site of the Planters Hotel. William Green, Sheriff, followed by Tom McDade,
R R. (Bogie) McDade. H. L. Rankin and of course A. E. (Gus) and Harry and Tom Callie
came later. Wm. Wright was first County Judge followed by H. C. Tompkins. W. H.
Wheeler was here interested in brick making and other business. The Ahrenbeck Oil Mill
was established about this time. The original Court House was in the western part of town
not far from Planters Hotel later Felkers Store, site still later, Cut Rate Store. The Court
House was later for a time the first Public School. The route to Bellville was via the Hill
ferry, followed by a wooden bridge, presided over by Tommy Arringdale, which place has
been the location of 4 or 5 successive bridges ending with present structure, more than twice
the length of original bridge caused by shift of river bed. Should say, Hempstead at this time
was just about "sweet 16" having been plotted and organized in 1857, staking off 2000
acres of land for the prospective Metropolis of South Texas, being the first suitable high
ground out of Houston, fit for healthy human habitation, according to an ancient inhab
itant.

Block number 91, which grandfather bought, was to repay a debt owing my mother,
whose father, J. D. Meyer of Fayetteville, had on her marriage, in addition to the salmon
colored mare called Puss, given her $1000 in coin of the realm which was temporarily in
vested in the Saw Mill business. The said sum was then withdrawn and the Block, with
subsequent residence thereon, was my mother's separate property. Subsequently it was
found the title did not hold on two lots, 9 and 10, which Mr. E. Crew acquired and improved
and occupied during his life, while he was putting Hempstead on the map as the watermelon
center of South Texas.
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Hempstead, because of these and later business commitments of my forebears, has
become the home of the writer and his family, being about half way between the original
home of grandfather at Cat Spring and his later sojourn at the Saw Mill in Montgomery
County. It was here that he drew the drapery of his couch about him and withdrew from
earthly cares in 1874.

Recollections by
John C. Amsler

Cotemporary - April 27, 1938

One of the last acts of the patriarch was a visit to the Saw Mill and arrange to put me in
boarding school with Mrs. J. K. Markey at Plantersville, about ten miles northwest from the
Saw Mill. Here began a very sad separation from my daily tasks and pleasures, and the acute
homesickness seemed unbearable, but in Mr. and Mrs. Markey I had friends good and true.
Their daughter Beth was of the household. Willie Griggs, a few years my senior was my
companion most of the time. A number Bakers, Searcy, Jack, Cross, Willie and Nat, together
with a brace of Stonehouse, including Joe, John, Crowder, Henry and Bebe with some Kend
ricks and Duprees were school mates, including Misses Mollie and Mattie Baker, Miss Mattie
Blakes, other rise up in my consciousness whose names I can't recall just now.

Mr. Markey showed me the first multiplication table neatly printed on a green card. It
was a great mystery to me and seemed altogether useless for me to try to memorize as I was
asked to do.

A great rambling school house with home made seats and desks rises before me. The
most tantalizing piece of furniture was an old battered clock that hung on the wall. It
seemed to contain all the cause of my unhappiness, and oft when I gazed at its unhandsome
face, I would imagine some hidden force within, causing an awful explosion and thus ending
my misery, but it went on its weary way. The school house and Markey's home, where a few
boarders, with myself, were located in a lovely grove of immense red oak trees. Here I
viewed Town Ball progenitor of Base Ball, never having been athletically inclined. I only
played with the girls when they needed a substitute. Another game called Bull Pen was
alleged too rough a game for a ten-year-old shy kid. A regular game during recess was to
find an isolated red oak with one or more squirrels in it. The tree was surrounded with club
bearing boys and good climbers were sent into the trees to force the occupant to jump, and it
happened several times that the squirrel was clubbed and secured. It was the most hilarious
fun for the boys, but the little grey or red denizens of the tree had a hard time. There was a
large lake or "Tank" among the trees which furnished the scene for various water sports.
The residence which was the dormitory of the boarders had its windows furnished with iron
bars like a jail. These iron bars had outlived their usefulness. During the recent Confederate
war they were held to be necessary to restrain the wayward boys whom Mr. Markey taught
and tried to manage. He told the writer he had flogged many a boy as large as himself, and
sometimes wondered that he had not been killed.

The culinary department of the Markey boarding school may not be forgotten.
Markey's Boarding School culinary department was under the charge of Aunt Mary Butts,
an old-time member of the Ike Baker house staff, presided over by Mrs. Mary Markey, raised
in Georgia, whose knowledge of these matters probably dated from Oglethorpe's days. Her
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hot gingerbread, savory and spongy, which the diner was admonished to eat with plenty of
fine fresh butter. Fine biscuits with some butter tickled the palate, and beefsteak beaten
tender and well browned with cream gravy was enough to satisfy any appetite, and the way
a hungry ten-year-old school boy devoured such fares was a caution, and the memory dwells
with him yet. When this school boy was afflicted with a hacking cough, Mrs. Markey would
come up the creaking stair and administer disagreeable, bitter effective doses of kerosene oil.
When his arm was cut to the bone near the shoulder by pranking Searcy Baker, she sewed up
the wound. Her ministration to this boy will last while life endures.

Every Friday evening someone was sent from home to take me home for week end and I
would be returned to school each Monday morning. Most generally, this service was per
formed by a young Swiss boy Henry Urich, horses being furnished by my parents. I
remember at the end of the year my grandmother gave this boy a suit of clothes. The second
year of my attendance, Sister Mollie, two years my junior, was added to the boarding school
attendants. Sister's companion and chum was a Miss Sanders. Each Friday evening was to
me a new source of joy because of the return to my home and each Monday morning was the
time of sorrow and distress because of returning to the task which then seemed endless.

Among other students were Miss Mattie and Mary Blake, half-sisters and daughters of
General Thomas Blake, leader in the Masonic Order, sometime preacher and civic leader.
The town of Plantersville was an idealistic little town, located at the corners of four large
estates. The site was selected by the estate owners. The Bakers, Sterling were two of the con
tiguous plantations. The site, a high, rolling plateau covered with immense red oak trees, a
large part of this natural park set aside for churches, Methodist, Baptist and Catholic
Churches were represented, also Masonic hall occupied its place. On this lovely town site
was spread the first public Barbecue dinner the writer recalls. The writer was also in
troduced to ice cream here. Recollections of sorrows creep into these events about this time. I
visited the grave of my grandfather at Hempstead, buried May 1874, and that usual lump
rose up in my throat when gazing at the last residing place of an early companion and true
friend. After two years Markey's School was followed by the employment of a governess at
the Saw Mill, in the person of Miss Etta Davis, who had taught at Markey's in last session.
Fine looking red headed ex-newspaper correspondent, brilliant but not ideal for her job.
Here she met Chas. Vogel on one occasion, whom she later married. Our red headed teacher
of 1875 was succeeded by a very versatile old gentleman, born in Hamburg, Germany, who
had taught a long time in Louisiana. Brother Louis, five years my junior, was added to the
scholars, as also Sister Annie, 8 years younger. Sister Mollie and I were given music lessons
on the piano. Maltreating some classic airs. Sister Annie proved too much for the 80-year
old domini, so he seized his cane and bundle of clothes and sought other quarters. He was
succeeded by Mrs. Joe Stanley, an educated and cultured lady lately from Georgia, who was
pinch hitting for a handicapped life partner. About this time came the great storm of Sept.
1875, when for three whole days the coast country of Texas was drenched with water and
rocked by high wind. A great part of the estate pine timbers was blown down and, but for
the Prismoid Railroad, invented by an ingenious gentleman from Ohio, Mr. E. Crew, might
have been a total loss. This (monorail) road was built up of three pieces of timber to make a
prism about 30 inches at base and about as high. The engine and train were mounted
saddle-bag fashion on this structure which was capped with iron rail to fit the top of the
prism; the engine and cars contained the main weight bearing wheels somewhere within
their center, and were provided with a kind of "idlers" to hold the train in balance until suf
ficient momentum was attained to cause the train to stand upright like a fast spinning top.
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This contrivance had been exhibited at "fairs" at Atlanta, Ga. and Houston, Texas. At the
latter place this Prismoidal railroad (jocularly called "Porter Monkey" by Mayor H. L.
Rankin of Hempstead) met the eyes of my father and a number of gentlemen from Hemp
stead including, besides Rankin, William Ahrenbeck, R. R. McDade, Bob Crawford, and
also Major Hooker, Mr. Gary, Dr. Irwin and John E. McComb of Montgomery about 110
miles eastward. The proposed one-legged railroad was to connect Hempstead and
Montgomery - father's Saw Mill about halfway between was the beginning point. Because
of great weight of lumber used in construction, it seemed as though a market was found for
the great quantity of timber blown down by recent storm.

Quite a stir at Amsler's Mill; names of place now changed to Prismoidal City Hotel, and
Store (commissary) built; big public Barbecue - town lot sale, J. E. McComb of Mont
gomery, lawyer auctioneer and a key speaker. Eleven miles of right of way was cleared
towards Hempstead from Prismoidal City, about 4 miles was graded, about-P/2 miles of
track was laid, and the scheme ended. How much money was spent will never be known.
Father claimed a loss of $10,000 in timber furnished.

The Prismoid engine was abandoned on the track about 1 mile from Prismoid City.
Years later was sold for taxes by Montgomery County officials. Demoted from a Monorail
engine, by being placed on flat car and caused to operate a narrow gauge railway train to
haul saw logs; broke through Lake Creek bridge; after some time recovered from the water
and mounted on Farm near by to operate a cotton gin. Thus ended the career of the fine little
monorail locomotive engine built in Atlanta, Ga. by an imaginative enthusiast with cash to
spare.

Now was the time of ending the boyhood dreams and manhood's beginning. Following
-an old friend whom I shall meet many times again on life's highway, I presume, Mr. E.
Crew, on failure of his railway venture, he moved to Navasota where incidentally was the
beginning of railway to succeed the ill-starred Prismoidal. The C. & M. (Central and Mont
gomery) whose chief instigator was Jack Baker of Plantersville, whose large holding of pine
timbered lands and other interest in this section, urged him on. The first locomotive engine
on the new two-rail C. & M. was called this Jack Baker, said to have been an old engine hired
from the Houston & Texas Central Co. in Navasota. Mr. Crew located to watch the develop
ment of the logical successor of the Monorail, however not directly interested himself. He
operated a Photograph gallery, and was agent for the Singer Sewing Machine for a number
of years. He appears to the writer mixed in a business way with a Mr. P. A. Smith who prob
ably was Post Master. Here Mr. Crew's first wife died, who the writer has heard him say was
his school teacher in early days in Ohio. There were no living children. Mr. Crew, some
years later, married a lady who had been assistant in various ways in the business of Mr.
Crew. In course of time Mr. Crew moved to Hempstead, coming into possession of two lots
in Block 91, which my grandfather had purchased some time previous, but it was found that
grandfather's title to Lots 9 & 10 was defective. Mr. Crew acquired them, built his home and
lived until the time of his death at age 87. Here were born to him three daughters and one
son, all of whom attained maturity. Here he and his second wife operated a photograph
gallery, and sewing machine agency. Here he initiated the growing of watermelons by
carload lots, getting seed from Georgia for the first carload shipment. Here originated the
idea of stripping stockcars to make them suitable for transportation of watermelons. Here he
saw 1000 cars of melons shipped per year from Hempstead territory. Here he saw the large
watermelon shippers, Chas. Hill, Col. W. Thatcher, James Cooke and many others, thrive on
the business he helped to organize. Here, the writer, after his removal from Montgomery
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County to Hempstead, had many pleasant associations with Mr. Crew and his fine family,
among other social functions, they attended his wedding in 1888.

The Saw Mill in Montgomery Co. was being dismantled after an existence of about 20
years, where the boyhood of the writer had merged into manhood. Since the saw milling had
ceased to be remunerative, father and Uncle Sam, sole remaining owners of the original
company, decided to dissolve partnership, which was a very difficult thing for them to do,
according to my recollection. Miss Mattie Culpepper, a cultured lady of Georgia, had
become attached to Mr. and Mrs. Crew during their sojourn in Georgia trying to arouse in
terest in the Prismoid R.R. This lady came with them to Texas, was met, admired, and
wooed and won by Uncle Sam. They had been married in 1878. Uncle Sam, with father, at
tended the public lot sale at McGregor, Texas, about 1880, when the Santa Fe had been built
crossing the cotton belt. He bought some choice town lots, and some close-in acreage, began
improving them and entered the lumber business, in which he achieved a marked success.
Later added implements and hardware to his business. Helped organize the First National
Bank, the McGregor Oil Mill and other local enterprises and conducted his private business
in a way to win the confidence and goodwill of his fellow citizens. He reared and educated
well a family of three sons and one daughter and departed this life in the fullness of years,
March 4, 1934. More than 92 years of age.

The breaking up of the ties of the Saw Mill business caused many heartaches. Here the
writer had dreamed his dreams and amidst the sighing pines had many joyful hours. Father
was making arrangements to remove to Hempstead, and the years sped on. Uncle Philip,
father's youngest brother, had gone to McGregor with Uncle Sam, and had spent some time
as a carpenter, but now the wanderlust seized him again and he bought two hundred acres
embracing the saw mill homestead and set up in the apiary business.

Philip, who was the youngest child of C. C. Amsler and Mary Amsler, was named Louis
Philip for the French King reigning about the time of his birth. Philip without doubt was the
genius of the family, although extremely unfortunate in the course of his life. When 16 he
volunteered with his second oldest brother, John, and with him was captured at the fall of
Vicksburg, and spent the balance of war time in Ft. Delaware. Here he made many trinkets
and other articles of jewelry, selling them for some spending money. When he and his
brother John were discharged, they reached home at Cat Spring on July 4, 1865. Grand
mother celebrated their return with a great spree, very unusual with her. In 1867, he mar
ried Miss Sophia Flato of Flatonia, and took up his abode at the Saw Mill in Montgomery
Co. for about 2 years, then he moved to Hempstead where his father established a planing
mill and lumber yard for him. The planing mill failed to be a success and the building was
fitted up and opened as the St. Charles Hotel; at this time the writer was about 9 years old.
Waller County had just been organized, Mrs. Mary Smith, nee Werner had just arrived from
Kentucky as the bride of C. F. Smith, and made her home with Aunt Sophia and Uncle
Philip. Neither the lumber yard nor the hotel kept Uncle Philip interested long. Among other
things he started a broom factory. About the year 1874, grandfather died in his home in
Hempstead, recompleted. Grandfather had bought an Iron Safe in Galveston, and when the
lumber and hotel business failed to make speed, he sent the safe to Montgomery Co. to the
Saw Mill where the writer saw its arrival and use for many years, and now has the safe. Un
cle Philip now moved from Hempstead to Flatonia, where he operated beer brewing for a
while. Later he discovered bed of Kaolin and attempted to manufacture pottery. Later he
discovered mineral water on this land and established a health resort. He generally worked
as a carpenter when his enterprises went bad. About 1880 he went to McGregor, Texas and
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worked for his brother Sam Amsler for a number of years. About this time father was mak
ing arrangements to move to Hempstead and Uncle Philip bought the Montgomery Co. 200
acre Homestead and decided to go into the apiary business. However it was not satisfactory
and he had the misfortune to suffer a compound fracture of his thigh bone which shortened
his limb and made him a cripple for life. At this time he had one daughter and two sons,
Lilly, Charles and Tell. He left the homestead before father moved to Hempstead, and
moved to Plantersville and worked at the carpenter trade and sent his children to school.
From Plantersville he moved to Shiner where another daughter Sophie was born. His health
failed and he died in January, 1891, having, during all these years, had the most patient and
loving wife I have ever known, who survived him many years.

His brother, John, never married and died in 1878. His sister, Aunt Eliza, the only
daughter, who legend said rode mustangs that her brothers feared to ride, married Chas.
Welhausen about 1867, who was a successful business man all his life. There were three
sons, Charley B., Philip and Peck, one daughter Marion. Charles and Peck are still successful
business men at Shiner. Philip grew very wealthy handling real estate. He established the
tannery at Yoakum which has since grown to be one of the major industries of Texas, now
operated under the management of a son, Charles, of Chas. B. Welhausen, who was able to
save his brother Philip's business from total wreck, although his health failed and he crossed
the great divide early in life leaving several children. Daughter Mamie married Dr. Gentard,
[Guittard] long connected with Baylor University; she died leaving an only son.

AN APPROPRIATE ENGAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT
Amanda (Howze) Amsler

In my day, an engagement was announced before a young lady revealed the exciting
news that she had received a ring. The first person I confided the secret of Hervey Amsler's
proposal to was a dear friend, Henryetta Lightfoot. She immediately asked if she could sur
prise the girls at a bridge luncheon she was giving for another friend, Kathleen McCallum.
Kathleen and her fiance, John Morley, had introduced Hervey to me.

What a great idea! I was delighted, and plans went forward with great secrecy and
many whispered conferences.

When luncheon was served to the twenty friends, on each plate was a chicken pie with a
blackbird on top. In his mouth was a verse which read:

"Four and twenty blackbirds
Baked into a pie;
When the pie was opened
The birds began to sing
That handsome Hervey Amsler
Gave Amanda Howze a ring."

Did Henryetta know that Amsler was German for blackbird catcher, or did she just
associate revealing the secret with "a little bird told me"? "Singing," in the sense of confess
ing or telling all, was not in our slang vocabulary at that time.

Much later, in the collection of material for this book, I saw the blackbird on the Amsler
coat of arms. Was it destiny - "this resistless power" - I wondered, that brought me to the
point of putting it all together?
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"COLD WATERMELON - ANYONE?"
Francis J. Amsler

In the summer of 1922 I had fibbed about my age and joined the Texas National Guard,
143rd Infantry Service Company. Two cousins, Hervey Amsler and Theodore "Boots"
Ahrenbeck, Jr. (both older), also joined. "Boots" and I were in the bane!. He played Alto
horn - I played trombone. Hervey was our First Lieutenant.

It was during that summer's Encampment at Camp Mabry, Austin, that Hervey met
Amanda Howze, a bright light on the Austin social scene. Following a whirlwind romance,
he changed her name to Mrs. Hervey Amsler the latter part of 1922.

"Boots" and I were not lacking in social desires and went into Austin every night we
could get a pass. On one of these trips we were entertained in the parlor of a young lady
"Boots" had a date with. As we sat and talked, we were served slices of cold watermelon on
dinner plates. I was seated in a rocking chair and continued to rock as I ate my piece of
watermelon. Quite soon there was a cool feeling on the seat of my pants. My face flushed
with embarrassment. The juice had run out of the plate into the chair seat!

I kept quiet about my problem and didn't get up until it was time to lea ve. As I backed
out the front door I prayed the girls didn't notice the wet and sticky seat of my pants.

We never went back.

MY FIRST REGIMENTAL REVIEW

Recruited only a few weeks before, our 143rd Infantry Band was less than confident as
we stood in the Company street at Camp Mabry, waiting for the order to play. It was the
first regimental review of the 1922 Summer Encampment of the Texas National Guard.

Many of the band members were first introduced to a band instrument less than a
month before. The few practice. sessions did not produce accomplished musicians, but the
band was able to play the 143rd regimental march, "The Old Gray Mare She Ain't What
She Used To Be."

Finally the order came to play, and we "bore down" on "The Old Gray Mare." As a
trombone player, I was, of course, in the front line of the band formation. I could see the
reviewing stand across the parade ground, several blocks away. There seemed to be some
commotion on the stand and I saw a man mount his horse and come riding "hell-bent-for
leather" toward us.

The man, an officer, pulled in his horse as he reached our company street and shouted
"My God, are you playing? We can't hear you over at the reviewing stand, but let's go.
We're late now."

We marched, playing, across the parade ground, led by two officers on horseback. They
had difficulty in controlling their mounts. The horses kept prancing, and backing into our
band formation. This didn't improve the quality of our performance.

. Just as we reached the reviewing stand I felt as though I were hobbled. I looked down at
my feet. To my horror, I saw that the wrap legging on my right leg was partly unwrapped
and the end of it had wrapped itself around my left ankle!

As the band wheeled around to pull up and face the reviewing stand, to play the regi
ment by, I "fell out" of formation. Holding my trombone in my right hand, I stooped down
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trying to free my left ankle and to re-wrap the legging on my right leg. It was awkward, but I
finally made it just in time to step aside and allow the first company following us to pass in
review. I ran over and returned to the band formation.

Fortunately, the review finally came to an end. Back in the barracks, I sat on the side of
my cot with my head in my han~s. I felt as though every drop of blood had been drained
from my body and that I was disgraced for life. I expected to be summoned and discharged,
but the summons did not come.

Official action was taken immediately to bolster our inexperienced band. We were
joined the next day by some fifteen or twenty professional musicians recruited in Austin!
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SOME AMSLER HEIRLOOMS

Exterior and Interior Views of Trunk (Traditionally 300 Years Old) Handed Down to
Louis Philip (Phil) Amsler

Glass beer mug has painting on por
celain cover. Band and lift lever are of
pewter. This stein is said to havf' been in
the family longer than the trunk.

\

Rings made by Louis Philip Amslf'r in
Yankef' prison during Civil War have
silver panels on black button material.

. The smaller one is engraved "M.A."
probably for his mother Mary.
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Supplement E
MISCELLANEOUS

Austin County Census Data
Other Amslers on Passenger Lists
Power of Attorney-C. C. Amsler
Passport Application-C. C. Amsler
Passenger List (1870 Trip Abroad of C. C. Amsler)
Marriage License-Samuel Hillboldt and Susanna Amsler
Marriage License-Charles (Fritz) Amsler and Mary Schanick
Benefit Certificate-Fred L. Amsler's Insurance Policy on His

Wife, nee Ida Zeiss
Amsler Alumni of A&M
Amsler Alumni of Blinn
Fifteenth Generation Amslers
Tributes to:

The Kuchel Family
Frank and Tillie (Riniker) Gross
Louise (Amsler) Besse
Ralphie Virginia (Hervey) Amsler
Wife of Sam Houston Amsler Jr.
Wife of Neill F. Amsler Sr.

Amsler Reunion
"Amsler" Autographs
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Austin County Census Data

The columnJ1eads on this census form are as follows: 1. Dwelling House Numbered in or
der of visitation, 2. Family numbered in the order of visitation, 3. The name of every Person
whose usual place of abode on the first day of June, 1850, was in this family, 4. Age,S. Sex, 6.
Color, 7. Profession, Occupation or Trade of each Male Person over IS years of age, 8. Value
of Real Estate owned, 9. Place of Birth naming the State, Territory or Country, 10. Married
within the year, 11. Attended school within the year, 12. Persons over 20 unable to read &
write, 13. Whether deaf & dumb, blind, insane, idiotic, pauper or convict.

It was customary to name the head of the household first, then wife or oldest child, and to
list the children in the order of their ages. Columns 1 and 2 were nearly always the same, so
we have not repeated the number; nor have we copied columns 6 and 10-13.

Unfortunately the Amslers did not seem to understand that their birthplace should be on
the form-perhaps the census enumerator merely assumed that they were German because
they could speak the language, and did not ask them where they were born, any more than he
asked for the correct spelling of their surname. By 1860, Marcus and Fritz managed to get
Switzerland entered on their forms, but Charles remained "officially" a native of Germany.

October 1850
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271

272

Charles C. Amsley
Mary
Charles
John
Samuel
Eliza
Louis
Henry Haeman[?]
Menah Push[?]

Marcus Amsley
Christene
Caroline
Louise
Edward
Marcus
Sophia

Fritz Amsley
Mary
Mary Jr.
Sophia

42m
47£
14m
11m
8m
6f
5m

22m
22f

36m
37£
13f
10f
7m
5m
3f

33m
29f

4£
2£

Farmer

Laborer

Farmer

Farmer

$4550

$ 500

Germany
Germany
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Germany
Germany

Germany
Germany
Germany
on the sea
Texas
Texas
Texas

Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany

[Sophia's birthplace, if correct, would indicate that Fritz brought his family to
America after 1848.]
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274 Barbara Hilpolt 55f $ 300 Germany
Samuel Hiltpoll 29m Farmer Germany
Custiss [?illegibIe] 26m Stonemason Germany
John 24m Laborer Germany
Nicholas 20m Laborer Germany

[From the traditional list of Samuel Hillboldt's brothers we deduce that the above
should be Gottlieb, Johannes (Hans), and Niklaus (Claus).]
Jacob 13m Germany

276 Samuel Hilpott
Elizabeth
Samuel Jr.
Jacob

50m
25f

4m
2m

Farmer $ 160 Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany

(Note that there is no Susanna Amsler in either of these Hillboldt households, despite
the tradition that she came over with them in 1848. She later married the Samuel in
Household No. 274.]

On the 1860 Census, the post office listed for Marcus and Fritz was shown as Industry,
whereas Charles lived nearer Cat Spring.

80S M(arcus] Amsler 48m Farmer $1500 Switzerland
(Personal Property $1800)

C[hristine] 49f wife Switzerland
L[ouisa] 20f Switzerland
E[dward] 17m Texas
M[arcus Jr.] 15m Texas
S[ophia] 11£ Texas
S [amuel G.] 8m Texas
Jacob Amsler 21m Switzerland

[Jacob no doubt was a relative who was working for Marcus. The absence of Caroline
is due to her having married in 1855, and being enumerated with her husband Hugo
Reitsch.]

806 F[ritz] Amsler 44m Farmer $ 800 Switzerland
(personal Property $ 400)

M[ary] 38£ Switzerland
Mary [G.?] 14f Switzerland
S[ophie] 7f Texas
C[harles F.] 3m Texas
Frank Amsler 14m Germany
A. Amsler 9m Germany

[If Sophie's age was read correctly, she had aged only five years since 1850! (It should
be 12.) Her birthplace disagrees with that census also. The two boys, Frank and A.
Amsler, were probably orphaned relatives.]
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1173 C[harles] Amsler

Mary
Chs.
Jno.
Sam!.
Eliza
Louis

52m Farmer $10,000
(Personal Property $10,000)

51£
24m
21m
18m
16f
15m

Germany

Germany
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas

Of the 1870 Census, we have data only for the Marcus Amsler family. The census was
taken 28 Aug 1870 for the Cat'Spring post office area. All of those shown below had parents
of foreign birth.

93 Amsler, Marcus 58m Farmer $2,500 Switzerland
(Personal Property $1,000)

Christine 59f Keeping
House Switzerland

Samuel 18m Texas

Some Other Swiss Amslers on Passenger Lists

While searching for proof of the arrival of the matriarch, Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler,
our researcher in Washington D.C. noted many other Amslers. Those from Germany were not
considered pertinent, and the following entries on the Index were not checked for further
details on their respective passenger lists.

These possible relatives of the Amslers of Austin's Colony may be found on "Index to
Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New Orleans, 1853-1899" (National Archives
Microfilm Copy No. T-527, Roll No.1):

Jacob Amsler, born in Argau, Suisse, Age 27, embarked Havre on steamship
Saxonia, arrived in New Orleans 14 Oct 1872.

Joh. Amsler, Age 29 years, on same ship as Jacob, born Argau.
Samuel Amsler, Age 30 years, Suisse, embarked Havre on steamship Perriere,

arrived in New Orleans 15 Nov 1854.
Lorenz Amsler, Age 42 years, Suisse, embarked Havre on steamship Henry

Pratt, arrived in New Orleans 15 Nov 1854. Accompanying him, apparently, were
Amslers named: Madelaine (age 34), Emelie (5), Adolf (6), Siegfried (8), and Rosa
(9).
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Power of Attorney from Charles Amsler to John Foster

Know all men by these presents that I Charles Amsler of the county of Austin and
republic of Texas have constituted and appointed and do by these presents constitute and ap
point John R. Foster my true and lawful attorney for me and in my name and in my behalf to
make application to the proper officer at the city of Houston in the republic of Texas and
receive all claims for services rendered to said republic of Texas wether they be in land, pay,
or otherwise; and also in my name to execute the necessary receipts for the same, hereby rati
fying and confirming of all and singular the acts and Deeds in the premises.

Signed
Austin this 28th of November 1838 [?]

in the county of

Charles Amsler (seal)

Acknowledged signed & sealed before me an acting Justice of the peace this 28th of November
1838.

Robert Kleberg (L. S.)
J.P.

Personally appeared before me Robert Kleberg, an acting Justice of the peace in the coun
ty of Austin, Charles Amsler and made aff. that his claim is just, true & original, and that he
never has prosecuted a claim of a simular nature for liquidation.

Charles Amsler

Signed and sworn to this 28th of November 1838 before me

Robert Kleberg (L. S.)
J.P.

Interesting Observations

During the compilation of these records, it became evident that the Christmas season has
long been the Amsler's choice of a time to wed and, when it could be arranged, to be born! A
score or more of such anniversaries may be found in these pages.

Amsler men have never attached a stigm'a to marrying women somewhat older, and those
wives have been proud of being "a helpmeet rather than a hindrance" on account of their age.
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Passport Application - C. C. Amsler
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flat .11oJllinatif

(See page 220 faT tTanslation
of this passengeT list.)
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Amsler Alumni of Texas Agricultural and Mechanical
College (University Since about 1965)

Many Amslers have been proud to call themselves Aggies; one was even a director of the
college (Louis Daniel Amsler, 1901-05). For the benefit of readers who may not be familiar
with Aggie traditions, this clipping from an unknown newspaper is gratefully quoted:

Q. Why do seniors in the Aggie band wear only one spur on their boots when
they march at the Texas-Texas A&M game?

A. It is a school tradition observed by all seniors, the only A&M corpsmen
who wear boots. The single spur signifies that this is the last game in which they
will "actively participate." And that "participation" goes back to the "Twelfth
Man" tradition that had its birth at the Dixie Classic many years ago in Dallas. In
that game the Aggie team suffered so many injuries that a student was called in
from the stands to finish the game. Since then the entire A&M corps has stood
throughout the school's games to show their readiness for action on the field if they
are needed.

Below are records from three editions of the Directory of Former Students of A&M:

Edition Name
Class
Year Residence Remarks

1876-1957 AMSLER
Dan Wood 1938 Hempstead
Hervey Meyer 1918
Louis Daniel 1889
Louis Philip 1952 Llano
Marcus John 1926 Dallas
NeillF. 1924 Houston
Robert L. 1950 Hempstead
Walter H. 1889 Brenham

1876-1962(only change is that Walter H. is listed as Deceased)

Married
Deceased
Deceased
Married
Married
Married

As noted in the sketch of the Ahrenbeck family (descendants of Mollie Amsler), Theo
Ahrenbeck Sf. was a member of the first graduating class of A&M.

In the first edition of the rosters above, C. B. Welhausen of the class of 1891 was listed as
deceased, as was Peck H. Welhausen of the class of 1905. They were descendants of Eliza
Amsler.

Harryette Mayo Amsler attended the Summer School session of A&M in 1926, and Penny
Thornton is another Amsler descendant who is an alumnus, having been a student there 1915
17. From A&M he went to the First Officers' Training Camp at Leon Springs, Texas, and
received his commission.
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Amsler Alumni of Blinn College

Blinn Memorial College at Brenham, Texas, was founded as Mission Institute in 1883 by
the Southern German Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church to train ministers. The
school was barely able to survive financially until, about 1886, Christian Blinn and family of
New York donated a building and money totalling over $20,000. In gratitude, the Methodist
conference renamed the school and offered instruction of a general character.

By 1887 classes were grouped into departments listed as preparatory (third grade to high
school level), normal, theological, and music. In 1888 Blinn was made co-educational, and in
1934 the word "Memorial" was dropped from its name.

According to Professor Charles F. Schmidt's book, History of Washington County, Fred
L. Amsler (1873-1965) served on the board of trustees of Blinn, as did Rudy Schroeder,
husband of Fred's granddaughter La Thel Seidel, years later.

Records show that the following Amslers matriculated at Blinn Memorial College:

Alma Amsler
Eddy Amsler
Alma Amsler
Eddie Amsler
Eddie Amsler
Eddie Amsler
Marcus Amsler
Emma Amsler

Second Year Normal
Preparatory 1st Year
Music
Preparatory 2nd Year
Normal 1st Year
Normal
Commercial
Music

1889-90
1891-92
1891-92
1892-93
1893-94
1894-95
1894-95
1894-95

Neill F. Amsler Sr. reports that he attended Summer School there to improve his pen
manship when he was 19 years old, around 1919.
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Fifteenth Generation Amslers

Many children recorded in this book can claim the distinction of being in the fifteenth
generation of Amslers whose names are known to us. If any have been missed, due to
miscalculation, deepest apologies are offered. It is regrettable that many others may be
missing from this list because their elders, for whatever reason, did not get the information to
the compiler.

These children may be called Eighth Generation Texas Residents, since the matriarch,
Barbara (Schaffner) Amsler, lived in Austin's Colony for two years. She was then the widow of
Hans Ulrich, in the eighth generation of Amslers whose names have been found.

To identify these children with the branch of the family from which they descend, the
great-great-grandparents (the Eleventh Generation) are indicated for each, in the order of
seniority, as this book is arranged.

John Charles and Annie Emma (LaMair/Lindeman) Amsler:
John Britton Amsler b. 20 Apr 1971
Nathan Aaron Amsler b. 6 May 1975
Dana Michelle Warren b. 23 Dec 1971
Stacy Renee Warren b. 6 Dec 1975
William Christopher Soule b. 20 Apr 1971
Jeffrey Scott Soule b. 20 May 1975

Louis Daniel and Ralphie Virginia (Hervey) Amsler:
Kathryn Elizabeth Walker b. 1 Apr 1976

William Tell and Cora Elizabeth (West) Amsler:
Eric Thomas Amsler b. 27 June 1975

Marcus Thomas (Maxie) and Marie (Miick) Amsler:
Lee Joseph Moyer b. 22 Feb 1975

Fred Louis and Ida Gertrude (Zeiss) Amsler:
Michelle Rene Amsler b. 3 Dec 1975

Werner and Margaret (Arnold) Schluep:
Tiffany Anne Johnson b. 19 Mch 1971
Jennifer Lynn Johnson b. 1 Oct 1973
Michelle Debra Howell b. 29 May 1971
Michael Howell b. 1 Sep 1974
Derrick David b. 7 Feb 1972
Tammy David b. 1 Sep 1973
Desiree Palmer b. 7 Jan 1972
Steven Nicholas Palmer b. 14 Apr 1975
Holly Shea Perkins b. 26 Aug 1975
Kristy Lynn Muckelroy b. 23 Sep 1974

276



The Orange Daily News
Virgil Pinkley, Editor and Publisher

KUCHELS DESERVE HONOR

It is well that the entire Kuchel family is being honored by the Santa Anna College.
This distinguished pioneer family has contributed much to the life and progress of

Orange, Orange County and the United States. It is deserving of the highest honors.
Tomorrow U.S. Senator Thomas H. Kuchel flies from Washington to Santa Ana to ad

dress the college assembly, and during the evening the Senator will speak at the College Press
Club banquet in the Penthouse Executive Club.

During the day the California senior senator will join his brother, Theodore, and his
mother in ceremonies honoring his famous father, the late Henry Kuchel, blind editor of the
Anaheim Gazette from 1887 until his death in 1935. These ceremonies will feature the eighth
annual Journalism Workshops at Santa Ana College.

* * * * * * * * *
The name of Henry Kuchel stands forth in the history of California journalism. The

famous blind editor was a man of high courage, deep convictions and he believed a
newspaper should stand for principles and definite objectives. He was a crusader and proud of
the rank.

Kuchel's campaigning, after he bought the Gazette in 1887, was largely responsible for
the third and successful attempt to form Orange County in 1889. He was threatened with
libel suits as he waged a battle all the way to the United States Supreme Court on behalf of
Orange growers opposing payment of royalties on a patented process of night fumigation. He
was a champion of water rights. He was truly a newspaperman's newspaperman. His career
and beliefs well might be studied and emulated today by hopeful young journalists who are
dedicated.

Many of the traits and interests of the late Henry Kuchel are evident in his son Thomas.
Young Tom takes strong positions and he is willing to stand up and be counted in public and
officially. He is, too, a great champion of water rights and advocates vigorously wise protec
tion of our natural resources.

Reading the story of the Kuchel newspaper saga in Orange County recalls that Henry
Kuchel's father was a German immigrant mechanical engineer, Conrad. The family came to
Anaheim in 1860 and bought 20 acres of vineyard where the present Gazette building is
located. Mrs. Kuchel's family came to Anaheim from Texas in 1876.

The first linotype brought to Orange County was purchased by Henry Kuchel. The hand
operated Hoe Press and type first used came around the Horn in 1851 and was destroyed by a
Gazette fire in 1877.

Yes, Henry Kuchel was the type of editor needed today in this country. So it is entirely fit
ting that the names of Thomas, Theodore and Mrs. Henry Kuchel are being added to the
Orange County Journalism Roll of Honor at SAC. These three have carried on the ideals and
public service which characterized their father and husband.

Virgil Pinkley
April 19, 1961
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Tributes to Frank Gross, Jr.
and Tillie (Riniker) Gross

From Their Daughter
Jewel (Gross) Wammel

In Memoriam:

He gave me the heritage of a reputation that taught me a high standard of values. He taught
me high morals. He gave me love and affection that made me feel rich. What a fine Father!
May he rest in peace!
Until we meet aga in!

In Memoriam:

What can I say about my Mother who was not only a Mother, but was my pal and my friend.
Always thinking of others before herself. Always giving her love, her thoughts, her time, her
help and encouragement, and her gifts to others before herself. Who sensed when she was
needed, and came before she was called. Her death left a vacuum in my life that I try to fill
with memories of her.
May she rest in peace!
Until we meet again!

Tribute to Louise (Amsler) Besse

Shortly after the death of Louise, a long-time friend in Hempstead wrote a letter which so
beautifully expressed her affection that we quote excerpts:

"I have so many happy childhood memories of Louise. She was always my ideal, and af
ter I lost my Mother in 1925, I would think, if Louise could accept her sorrow and take over
the home for her father, sister and brother, then I could also.

"When Louise and Lloyd were married, as they left after the wedding, she went by the
cemetery to place her wedding bouquet on Miss Ralph's grave.

"Louise, I believe, was 25 years old when her mother died, and she wore deep mourning.
How well I recall the black and satin-bordered veil! Then she went into purple and finally into
lavender. Everything she did always impressed me, and I matured wanting to be as sweet and
dear as Louise.

"She was a mother to Nootie [her sister Harryette, who was ten years younger], and you
have been such a wonderful part of that family. Nootie wrote me: 'Amanda met me at the
plane and was such a tower of strength to me.'

" ... so little one can do at a time like this to express their love.

"Sincerely,
"Sitter"

278



A Tribute to
Ralph Virginia Hervey Amsler

by Francis Amsler

Ralph Virginia Hervey, born in Mobile, Alabama, became a transplanted Texan when
she married Louis D. Amsler and made her home in Hempstead, Texas. Three children blessed
her marriage-Louise, Hervey M., and Harryette.

The Mobile, Alabama, Herveys were typical Southerners-warm, friendly, and highly
socially oriented. One member of the Hervey family was a well-known author. Several of his
books were made into movies, including one which starred Bing Crosby and Bob Hope.

Aunt Ralph was a loving, concerned person, vitally interested in other people, and a
willing participant in projects related to community improvement. She had a very personal
way of showing how much she cared for other people. Whenever she heard that someone was
ill, she would send a luncheon tray, loaded with all good things. How she knew to send only
food appropriate for the illness was one of the mysteries of her caring.

Lunch would be delivered with great ceremony by Aunt Ralph's houseman, driving the
family surrey "with the fringe on top." Residents were able to keep up with illnesses in town
by charting the course of the surrey. Children, particularly, could hardly wait to get sick just
so they could get one of those fine lunches!

Aunt Ralph's concern for people caused her to go to Pensacola in 1918 to serve as a volun
teer nurse during the severe flu epidemic. She became one of the victims and died of the flu in
1918. She is buried in the Hempstead Cemetery.
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A Tribute to
Ralphie Hervey Amsler
by a Hempstead Friend

Ralphie Virginia Hervey was the daughter of Confederate Captain F. A. and Anna
(Bedell) Hervey of Chattanooga, Tennessee. In 1893 Ralphie married Louis Daniel Amsler of
Hempstead, Texas, and went to live in the home of his mother (nee Julia Meyer), affectionately
called "Ma Amsler."

"Miss Ralph" possessed great vigor and energy, and was noted for her acts of love and
kindness, indicative of a warm heart and sound judgment. Nothing gave her more pleasure
than to relieve the poor, ill, or distressed. She was a devoted wife and mother, a true friend,
and one whose place has never since been filled in Hempstead.

She was an active member of St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church and always opened
their home to the Bishop when he made his official visit to the parish. She saw to it that her
family were in their accustomed pew in church every Sunday.

In the area of community service, Miss Ralph helped organize the forerunner of the P-TA,
and was an active worker for the Red Cross, soliciting contributions, sewing, and knitting for
soldiers. She took part in all civic, religious, and social activities.

But it was in the realm of personal charity that Miss Ralph reigned supreme. She saw to it
that no graduate went without a gift, no invalid lacked an attractive and wholesome meal, no
bereaved children were deprived of loving attention.

When my aunt Lucy Clarke McDade died, Miss Ralph took the granddaughters in the
bereaved family to her home to care for them over night. The next morning she had us up
early to pick violets down each side of the long front walk from the steps to the front gate. We
each gathered a large bouquet of violets. Aunt Lucy's grave was lined in white with four
violets to a violet leaf pinned on till it was covered with clusters of flowers.

Everyone loved her as she lived from day to day doing good, and doing kind deeds for her
family, friends, and those of all walks of life in the community.

When word of her death came to Hempstead, there was hardly a home where tears were
not shed.

Her daughter Louise took over the responsibility of the home and proved very capable in
managing the household tasks for the comfort of her father, brother, and young sister.

-"Sitter"
(Mildred Lee Clark)
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Margaret (Harris) Amsler

The wife of Sam Houston Amsler Jr. was born 15 June 1908, at Waco, Texas, the
daughter of Nat and Margaret (Greer) Harris.

In 1925 she was salutatorian of her class at Waco High, and in 1929 she-graduated from
Baylor University, maxima cum laude, A.B. Further degrees were Master's (Wellesley
College, Massachusetts, in 1931) and Juris Doctor (Baylor Law School, cum laude, 1937).

Margaret was elected Representative from McLennan County to the Texas Legislature,
serving 1939-40, and was a Briefing Attorney, Texas Supreme Court, 1942.

Having started teaching law at Baylor Law School in 1940, she was made Assistant
Professor in 1949 and full Professor in 1955. Margaret retired in 1972 from the Law School.
Her career has included these honors and services:

Appointed in 1950 to Special State Bar Committee on Revision of Corporation Law; was
Chairman of that committee in 1958-68; that committee revised the Texas Corporation Laws,
drafting the Texas Business Corporation Act, adopted by the Legislature in 1953; the Texas
Non-Profit Corporation Act, adopted by the Legislature in 1959; the Texas Miscellaneous
Corporation Act, adopted by the Legislature in 1961. In 1961, the Texas State Bar awarded
her the first Presidents' Award for "the most outstanding service to the legal profession."

In 1963, she drafted the Texas Married Women's Act, which the Legislature adopted and
which became the starting point for the present extensive Texas Family Code.

Appointed by Governor John Connally to the Governor's Commission on the Status of
Women; appointed by Chief Justice Robert Calvert to the Texas Ethics Commission.

Served from 1967 to 1971 as assistant appeals agent for the local draft board.
Member of Texas State Bar, Waco-McLennan County Bar Association, American Bar

Associa tion, and American Judicature Society.
Named Texas Woman of Distinction, 1953; (East Texas Chamber of Commerce; given

Leadership Award, 1969, West Texas Chamber of Commerce).
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Edith (Wood) Amsler

To demonstrate that Neill F. Amsler Sr. knew what he was talking about when he said "I
knew how to pick 'em!"-here is a resume of what his wife (nee Edith Wood) has done and
been recognized for. This is in addition to being a devoted mother and wife for over 50 years!

EDITH WOOD AMSLER (Mrs. Neill Frederick Amsler, Sr.)

Born: Navasota, Texas

Parents: Lela McAlpine Wood Fahey (Fahey being her mother's second marriage) and the
late Green A. Wood. Both her McAlpine and Wood families are written up in the
rare book, Indian Wars and Pioneers of Texas, by John Henry Brown.

Married: Neill Frederick Amsler, November 22, 1924, Houston, Texas. Amsler, graduate of
Texas A&M College, is a retired Chemist and former owner of his own Chemical
Laboratory; holds memberships in The American Chemical Society, Texas
Professional Engineers, The American Legion and the Sons of the Republic of
Texas. A monument stands at Cat Spring near Bellville, Texas, erected by the
Government of Texas honoring the Amslers, the Klebergs and the von Roeders who
came to Texas in 1834. The Amslers are also sketched in the rare volume listed
above.

Children: One son and two daughters, namely:
Neill Frederick Amsler, Jr., Houston, Texas
Mary Pat Amsler (Mrs. George W. Hansen) Houston, Tex.
Edith Joyce Amsler (Mrs. Melvin Hobbs, Jr.,) Laguna Miguel, California

Grandchildren: Twelve

EDITH WOOD AMSLER is a wife, mother, grandmother ... book reviewer, lecturer, writer,
historian and club woman, and admits her interests are in this order.

Mrs. Amsler has reviewed books and lectured on many subjects, appearing before
churches, country clubs, civic groups, parent-teacher organizations, federated
clubs, schools, libraries, literary groups and conventions for both men and women
on the local, state and national levels.

Distinguished Recognition and Awards

In 1961 the College Women of Houston honored four women in four different categories,
namely: Civic, Music, Literary, and Religious. Mrs. Amsler's honor was in the Literary field
for "having contributed most to the literary circles of the city."

In 1964 the Libraries of Houston, headed at that time by Mrs. Harriett Dickson Reynolds,
honored Mrs. Amsler "for her more than 25 years of book reviewing and for being a loyal and
faithful supporter for the Library." .
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In 1971 the Houston Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution, honored Mrs. Amsler with a
"Medal of Appreciation" in recognition of her many efforts in their behalf.

In 1972 the State Regent appointed Mrs. Amsler to serve on the State DAR Bicentennial Com
mittee, headed at that time by Mrs. Kelley McAdams.

In 1974 the State Regent, DAR, appointed Mrs. Amsler as State Chairman of the DAR Bicen
tennial Committee to serve through 1976.

Mayor Louie Welch in the closing months of his administration set up a 42-member Houston
American Revolution Bicentennial Commission. The Mayor then appointed Mrs. Amsler to
this 42-member Commission, and Mayor Hofheinz has retained her on this Commission.

Key to the City-Houston-Quoted: "We present to Mrs. Amsler ... recognizing she is a good
Ambassador for this city".

In 1975 appointed to serve on the President's Council of the Houston Baptist University.

Appointed on the University's Speakers' Bureau.

In Austin, Texas, at the State DAR Conference (1974) the Western Division of the Armco Steel
Corporation, headed by George W. Hansen, vice-president, presented the four-part Documen
tary Series on Texas written by Ron Stone for television and sponsored by Armco Steel to the
Texas Society, Daughters of the American Revolution for the DAR Archives in Washington
D.C., the said presentation to HONOR MRS. NEILL F. AMSLER, SR., STATE BICEN
TENNIAL CHAIRMAN, DAR.

WHILE RESIDING IN HISTORIC BRENHAM, TEXAS, 1931-1942

Served as Librarian for the Brenham Public Library.

Served as President of three different Parent-Teacher Associations, namely: Alamo School
PTA; Central School PTA; Brenham High School, PTA.

Co-Organizer with Miss Tina Curtis (Teacher) of the Brenham Girl Scouts of America.

Taught Sunday School five years.

Wrote and directed the Brenham Maifest's Blossomtime Junior Court in which her daughter
reigned as Queen. Wrote three other Maifest Pageants.

Past President of the Fortnightly Club of Brenham, one of the oldest Federated Study Clubs in
Texas.

THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF AMERICAN PEN WOMEN AND THE WRITING FIELD

Past President, Houston Branch, National League of American Pen Women.
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Charter Member-Memorial Branch, National League of American Pen Women.

Texas State Chairman of Letters for the NLAPW

South Central Editor for the NLAPW magazine, published nationally, named The Pen
Woman.

CURRENTLY 1974-1976 TEXAS STATE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF
AMERICAN PEN WOMEN.

WRITING FIELD:

Free Lance writer for magazines, newspapers, et cetera.

Column: "Book Briefs" Brenham Banner Press, Brenham, Texas

Column: "Book Beams" Houston Tribune, Houston, Texas.

Book Reviews have appeared on the Book Pages of the Houston Chronicle.

Columns By-lined, Edith Amsler

Poem, "Little Navasot" included in book Talk About Texas, edited by The Houston Pen
Women.

HISTORIC AND PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION:
Samuel Sorrell Chapter, Houston, Past Regent.
Past State Chairman-DAR Advertising Committee
Past State Vice-Chairman of the Constitution Committee.
Currently State Chairman, Bicentennial Committee.

COLONIAL DAMES OF AMERICA, Chapter VIII:

Past President.

Appointed by National President to serve on National Book Award Committee to select
the best book, published in the current year, exemplifying American History.

MAGNA CHARTA DAMES: Chaplain

Director of Parliament when the Magna Charta Parliament convened in Houston.

DAUGHTERS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE:

Member, Edith Cavell Chapter, Houston, Texas
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RELIGION

Member: FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Houston, Texas

PAST AND PRESENT MEMBERSHIPS IN CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

The Delphian Assembly of Houston (Past President)
Past President Delta Sigma Study Club
Past President of The Houston Pen Women
Past President Artists, Composers and Authors Club
The KMA Study Club (Past President)
The Woman's Forum The Parliamentary Law Club
The Ladies Reading Club The Grand Opera Guild
The Heritage Society The Delphian Past Presidents Club
The Junior League Luncheon Club The Scribblers of Houston
General Federation of Women's Clubs The Women's Institute
City Federation Women's Clubs The Women's Institute of Religion
Federated Past President's Club The Woman's Club
Charter member of the Friends of the Public Library

EDUCATION:

Public Schools and Private Tutoring at home.

Family had financial reverses when her college age was reached and Mrs. Amsler was unable
to attend college. Through her mature years she has taken college courses (witho~t credit) in
Journalism, Short Story writing, English and History. Being an avid reader helped (hopefully)
to complete her self-education.

SPECIAL MENTIONS:

Has given Book Reviews at the Veterans' Hospital, appearing in both the Library and the
Auditorium for the benefit of the Ambulatory patients.

Has taped both book reviews and Christmas stories for the Vet Hospital and the Blind to be
used on the closed circuit for the non-ambulatory patients.

Has given Book Reviews sponsored for the benefit of the Cerebral Palsied and the Deaf.

Lectured at a Summer Seminar on the Mechanics of Book Reviewing at Stephen F. Austin
College, Nacogdoches, Texas.

When Foley's first opened Foley's Town Hall, Mrs. Amsler appeared weekly doing one com
plete book review and highlighting a few current books just hitting the book stalls.

DIRECTORY LISTINGS

Who's Who ofAmerican Women
Who's Who in the South and Southwest
Dictionary of International Biographies
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1976 Reunion of Amslers and Kin

Occurring on Easter this year, the Amsler Family Reunion is enjoyed annually on the
third Sunday of April, which is Decoration Day in Flatonia. All Amsler connections are in
vited to attend, meeting at the cemetery and then going on to lunch together. For details,
write to Mrs. Leon Kurc, Box 89, Yoakum TX 77995, or others on the accompanying partial
roster of attendants shown on the next page.

L to R: Dana and David West Amsler; Frank and Jeannine (Kurc) Ganem; Lillian
(Amsler) Kurc; Amy Beth Andes; Leon Kurc

William Tell Amsler (lower right) and Relatives at
Family Reunion in 1976
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